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Assyrian Reseancues anp Discover-
1es.—From an account of Assyrian re-
searches and ducoverle- in the last Annual
Report of the Royal Asiatic Society, made
by Colonel .Rawii n-on, we learn, that the
most recent, as well as the most important
discovery, in an historical and geographical
point of view, of another obelisk, in
the south-east corner of the great mound of
Nimrod, and erected by -Shamasphul, the
son of Shalambara, or Shalamchara, who
d the similar and well-known obelisk
in the British Museum. The date of the
obelisk is about the beginning of the eighth
century B. C.  The Colonel states that he
has been down the river to Bassorah,
whence he shipped off' several cases to

itish Museum and Crystal Palace, by
am-frigate, which was sent up
for that purpose. The chro-
nology of Assyria has received a valuable
accession by the discovery of a record of
one of the early kings, whose name is read
Tiglath-Pileser, like that of the later king
of Assyria known to the Hebraw..  Tig-

A HOME.

If we were to tell a number of our friends
that they don’t know what a ‘“home” is,
they would grow somewhat indignant—per-
haps use hard words. And yet it may be
remarked, that the number of persons who
know what a genuine home is, by expe-
rience, is surprisingly few. One man in
good circumstances will tell us, that he has
a fine house of his own, in which every
comfort and convenience are provided. He
has a wife and children there also, and they
give life to the place. Very true. But
does he prefer that home, thus furnished
and thus enllvgnod tn every other place in
the world? Does when the hour
for leaving come-, a0t daalle Wil b8

rmitted to return? Does he love to sit
K; the cheerful fire and fondle the children,
entering into all their little disputes with a
curious interest’? Does he take particular
note of the bird in- the cage, and the cat
near the fire? If not, he has no home, in
the dearest sense of that dearest of words.

lath-Pileser 1. is shown to have fl
418 years before the reign of Senna herib
From letters more recently received,
learn that Colonel Rawlinson has read lhu
name of Semiramis on a statue of the god
Nebo, drog up from the ruins of the palace
Semiramis appears, in a legend
upon the statue, to have been really the
wife of Pul, King. of Assyria, the
is mentiol n the Book of Kings;
contemporary of Menahem, King of I
This would place Semiramis 150 yeas
before Nebuchadnezzar, which will cnn-
ously confirm the tradition recorded by
Herodotus—that  this queen preceded
Nitocris, the wife of Nebuchadnezzar, by
five generations, equal to 150 years. A
further very curious discovery, made by
Colonel Rawlinson, is that the employment
of the Babylonian form writing wi
continued down at le: low as the time
of the Macedonian dominion in Asia, the
commencement of the third century before
Christ. -

success oF
OPERATIONS IN NEW ZEALAND.

The triumphs of the gospel in New Zea-
land are among the most remarkable of
modern tim I'he following extract from
one of our. London papers, contains a cor-
rect and very interesting narrative of the
progress of the

By the

If his mmd n -ltngelher absorbed in the

f he hurries from
the house in lhe morning, and is loth to re-
while he is at home, he

and repulses llle advances of the prattling
children, he has no home; he only has a
place where he lodges and takes his me;
Ah! happy is he who knows and app
s the full bliss of home; whose heart is
warmed and humanized by its cheerful in-
fluences, and who feels how superior in
purity of pleasure are all its enjoyments to
the turmoil delights of out-door life. Thrice
happy is such a man. He has discovered
se this world can now afford.
a man who can have a deep
ity for the unfortunate crea-
s who are homeless. He regards them
as being cut off from the best influences of
the earth, and exposed to the action of all
the darker waves of life. Hoe feels keenly
for him who has no fireside—no dear ones
to welcome him with smiles, and prattle
over the little history of the day—no tongue
to soothe, when heavy cares have troubled
the mind and rendered the heart sore; and
the sympathy of such a man is not slow to
overflow in acts of benevolence A good
home is the source of the fountain of charity
in the heart.
Our advice to those whe have no homes,
such as we have described above, is, to
get them as soon s They can

of our God, the poople oFNaw Zealand
bna been ‘almost entirely converted to
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. Of the entire population, the
lua Governor estimates that there may not
be more than a thousand professedly heathen
natives remaining. From being one of the
most ferocious, warlike, and revengeful of
the heathen tribes, they have been changed
into a qniel, industrious, friendly, and even
devout people.
The useful arts of Ilfe-—lgrwnhnre and
ma pro-
ress among them; nnd property, once
valued by the measure of a few hatchets,
has become as well understood, and as
capable of ready conversion, as in_many
countries, whose civilization dates from a
remote period
And theso marvellous changes in the
character and con¢ this nation have
been wrought within the period of a single
The first convert to Cl I-mlmn-
ity was baptized in the yea The
translation of the Holy Se pluru was
commenced in 1823, A printing-press and
water-mill were introduced in 1830. These
changes have been accomplished by agen-
cies employed by England, under the
Baad of its heavenly Fatber; and
those agencies,
according to the testimony of the late Go-
nﬂur‘:’lhu Island, and of Bishop Selwyn,
is that of the Church Mi

ssionary Society.

As a further result of this mighty work,
which 1§

the islands of New Zealand,
foreigner could once

have e, according to the

Sir G rey, by the benign influence
of Chri missionaries, without the aid
of arms, or any other of the usual means
by which barbarous countries have been

acquired, a valuable dependency of Great
Britain.

“ Chruulmly, " said Governor Hobson,

rendored New

for Eurqpeans

it will ere long

predmlmn has been verified. The
European settlements are already divided
into six distinct provinces, inhabited by a
population of 35,000 souls, and comprising
numerous detached farms and factories, for
various purposes of commerce, where Eu-
npnu dnll in safety, without prof v
athletic race, their com-

ors. in |ht pursuit of wealth—once an
En nation of

I citizens,

never be
nor thoroughly hlppy- men,
follow this counsel, Get homes!
with the objects of love and endearment,
and seek there for the pure delights which
the world beside cannot afford.—North
Amer.

THE MOON AND THE WEATHER.

It is a question of comparatively little con-
sequence to a country farmer, whether in
his opinion the sun goes around the earth
or the earth around the sun; or whether
ghosts prowl around at mghl and ** raise
Ned " in old rickety houses, so long as they
do not trouble him; but it is sometimes an
inconvenience to be compelled to postpone
the time of sowing and harvesting till new
or full moon, or till a fair day is predicted
in the almanack; foolishly supposing that
the moon is the arbiter of storms, or that
the almanat-maker can tell better what the
weather is going to be a year in advance
than any other tolerable good guesser.
This then, is the present point of enquiry—
Does the moon exercise any mﬁuencc upon
lha weather or upon vegetation?

We find this question most
answered by the celebrated Dr.
follows:*—*In many meteorolog
vations throughout Europe, a register of the
weather in all respects, has been kept for
a long period of time, Thul. the height of
the barometer, the c n of the thermo-
meter, the hydromter, o guage ;
the form and character of the clouds, the
ime of the falling of rain, hail, and snow,
and in short, every plrtlcullr respecting
the weather has been duly registered, from

day to day, and often from hour hour, The
period of the lunar phases it is needless to
say, has also been regi d it is,

therefore, possible to collpln! one set of
changes with another.

" n fine, has been done. We can
imagine placed in two parallel columns, in
]uxu ition, the series of epochs of the new
an full moon and the quarters, and the
eommndm conditions of the weather at
these times, for fifty or one hundred years
k ; so that we are enabled to examine,
mere matter of fact, the condition of
the weather for one thousand or twelve
hu-dud full and new moons and qulrun-

he result of such an examination has
lh-! no col nce whatever has an
found to exist between the two mena.
Thus, l-t us_sappose that one hundred and
at

on of the natives to Christi-
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lmly bchl now almost wholly accomplish-
lh. time has arrived,when the lnuuwn

e
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Ly lom
from th table, tion of the

weather at these several epuchs be examin-

ed, it will be found, probably, that in sixty~
}‘ﬁmmwmmtmdm.

and in nny-hm there vu nu, 8o that,
under such circumstances, the odd moon in
this division of one hundred ..d twenty-five
would favor the lar opinion ; but if in
another random mum of one hundred
and twenty-five full moons be taken, and
similarly examined, it will probably be found
that sixty-three are not attended by change
of weather, while sixty-two are. With
characteristic caprice, the moon on tl
occasion opposes the popular opinion ; in
short, a ﬁn examination of the table shows
that the condition of the weather as to
change, or in any other respect, has, as a
mere matter of fact, no eomlpundcnce
whatever with the lunar phases.”

It is very generally believed by unedu-
the severest
ining brightly,
and the moon is supposed to be the cause of
it The fact is, we have frosts only on
clear nights, and none on cloudy nights.
The reason is this. The earth and the
leaves of plants are powerful radiators of
heat ; so are also the clouds. When the
henunl are overcast, the radiation from

e earth is wmpcnnud by the radiation
rrom the clouds, so that tho earth is kept
warm, and consequently there is no frost.
But when the sky is clear, the radiation is
only in one direcfion, upward, from the
earth, and there being no clouds to throw
the heat back again, the leaves of plants
are cooled down to the freezing point, and
the dew and moisture of-the atmosphe
deposited npon them in the form of white
frost. This also explains why it is that we
never find frost under an open shed or under
a tree : the radiation of heat {rom the cover-
ing of the shed, or from the branches of the
tree, keeps the earth from cooling down to
the freezing point. The immediate. cause
of frost, therefore, is the radiation of heat
and not the moon. If a person would
isfy himself more fully on this point, let
him carefully observe, and keep a record
of all frosts occurring between the first
quarter of the new and the last quarter of
the full moon, and all frosts between the
last quarter of the full and the first quarter
of the new moon. Let him* keep these ob-
servations through several successive years,
and then compare the two results, and see
which column shows the greatest number of
fi This test will prove to him that the
wmoon is entirely innocent of the charge laid
toit.

Nor is it true that the moon exercises
any sen: hh mnnencc upon vegetation, or
upon It is the popular opinion
that (unber fulled during the decline of the
moon is of a better and more durabl
than that felled during its incres
vegetables, and trees which
pected to flourish and grow with vigour,
should be planted, grafted and pruned
during the increase of the moon; that grain
alternately swells and shrinks
increases and diminishes; that animals born
when the moon is in cert:
better, and more .successfully reared than
those born in other *“ signs;”’ that the moon
exercises a deleterious influence upon hu-
man maladies. All these questions, and a
thousand others of like nature, have been
car>fully examined - by scientific men in
France, Germany and England, and the
popular opimions respecting them are found
to be wholly without foundation. The only
well ell blished and acknowledged eﬂ'ecl-
_produces  on thie earth, besides
that of giving light, are the production of
tides, the precession of |he eqmnnxu and
the nutation of the earth’s All these
notions, that the moon, lh rs, or the
signs, exert any perceptible influence upon
the weather, vegetation or upon human
destiny, other than through the imagination

of moon-struck fanat are rd
ridiculous, and show a mind mo:
able for credulity than good se
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Tut Saicor’s Binsre.—The following

transcript from the fly-leafof u brave of
) || imple tale of the a...

and the sou
confidence in n.- kot of bis greutest tr}
whether battling with the elements or his
country’s foe. It is as follows:—** This
Bible was presented to me by Mr, Raikes
at the town of Hertford, January,1781, as a
ttendance at the

roward for my punctu
Sunday-school, and good behaviour when
there.  And

fifty-three e, i
spent in the sea service, during which time
I was in forty-five engagements, received
thirteen wounds, was three times shipwreck-
ed, onge burnt out, twice ca
bont, and had fevers of different sorts
fifteen times—this Bible was my consolation,
and was bound for me by James
B-hn olz. h, on the 26th af Octo-

‘-;1 completed the n:am'.“

l " witness m) M
ok i} v
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A sad state of anarchy ‘and disorder"pre-
vails not only at (.-mon b-n throughout the
entire Province of -tung. Since the
dep-nun of the ln! mnl every day has

ught the most ugly rumours of the con-
dulmn of the besieged Sity—for such Can-
ton must now be considered, Unable to
drive the rebels from Fat-shan, the imperi-
alists have centralized themselves i in Can-
ton City, and disaffection, plurder and
rapioe do their work all nd. The in-
surgents were casting guns ‘at Fat-shen for
nhe purpose of attacking Canton i
and when they commence, the end

iciputed—the fall of the place.
belief almopt everything of value has b
removed from the city to the interior, or
conveyed to Macao. ~The city gates, ex-
closed. Nothing of a
ikely to happen to the
mmn which are well protected
tish and n ships of war. Ad-
ing and the French
Admlr-l Daguerre, h-d :rocndedlo Sitka,
‘woule
-.m Admu-l B o the Pacific squadron,
froper sccount of the m...
ately Shan
continued hands of the r.b«l-,
but the imperialists were making prepara-
tions for a grand attack on the city.

The United States’ store ship Supply ar-
rived at Hong Kong on the 1st of August,
from Formosa, whither she and the Mace-
donian had been dispatched by Commodore
Perry to survey the coal-bed. They found

e deposit of coal to be immense, and well
situated for the supply of, shipping, but it
nqmml digging, and they were only able
to obwain a few tons. 0 attempt was
made to explore the interior of the island, *

but Mr. Jones, Naval Chaplain of the

ippi, who had accompanied the -ex-
pedition, pcnelrlled inland for two or three
miles on a mineralogical
t

already
In this

serious nature is
foreign fa

excursion. In-
surrectionary are said to have taken
place on the island, but we have received

no particulars.

Tue Kans Exrmoimiox ix Seancu or
FiankLin, —The New York Herald pub-
hes a letter from Dr. Hays, Surgeon of
the brig Advance, commanded by the in-
trepid Kane, of the Grinnell Exploring Ex-
pedition, written in Baffin’s Bay, in July,
1853. ‘The health of'the persons composing
the expedition continued good, and an en-
thusiastic determination to
endeavouring to asc n the fate of the
long lost Franklin animated each and all of
the gallant party. According to the plan
‘,;ma upon’ before the Advance left New

ork, her arrival in the United States may
be looked for during the present month, or
early in November. Should she fail to.
reach port time, it will probably
be, becau in Kane had determined
to continue his researches in the Aretic
regions for another season.

Loss or Srgamsmrs.—The Arctic is
the sixth ocean steamer that
during the present year.
the"'San- Prancisco, the City of Glasgow,
the ankl the Humboldt, the City of
Phllndulplnn, and the Arctic.

Grear Famity Ewtonatiox —Among the up-

rard pameiger stern Railioad yester-

teen children, who were
lwme and birth-place in
their Lo bo fitfl West.

at
iy-five The youngest was &
chitd n s rather’s arus — Doston Covric:

GREAT BRITAIN.

Captain McClure and the crews of Lis
Polar Expedition had arrived at Cork i
the Phenix screw steamer, one of the last
expedition fitted out by the British Govern-
ment for the North Su It will be remem -
Ma; n expedition was
sent for the duuhlo purpose of ascertaining
the fate of Sir John Franklin, and of con-
tinuing the exploration of the long sought
north-west passage. The search is now
h Government.

Prorosep  Ecumenicar.  EvANGELICAL
Coxrrrexce 1¥ Paris.—The Central Com-

mittee of the French Branch of the Evan-
felical Allinnce have, in  leter to the
ritish Branch, suggested

vantage
should be taken of the Unive: Exhibition
to be held at Paris next year, by holding a
General Conference of Evangelical Chris-
i ru in that city; and the Committee of the
British Branch of the Alliance, in reply, .
state that they cordially a) of the sug-
gestion, and are prepared to lend their aid
n onrryl-. it out,

Vianore.—This is the name of  new
-ylc of ladies’ bonnets of Paris origia. It

is 80 constructed, that it can be and
'-elol upintoa small ocase of two-and-a-half’

rendoring i

rrfu\l m»b.
The m..fe- mad o

hm‘-hmhﬁhd




