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QUEEN'S XMAS.

She Hasa sScoleh Tree, English Mutton,

Boiglum Wine, a Germen Cake, and Con-

graswiativas From Everywhere,

There is really but one day in the year
when Queen Victoria does absoluiely no
work st all. Even on Sundays she spevds
an hour or two at her de:k,pen in hand,
or hasone of her secretares iead any
pepers, despatches, or letters of mmpori~
ance sloud to ber, but the 25th of De-
cember 18 an abeolute bolidsy for her
Majesty. The ouly labour of that day is
the rather pleasant task of answering tele-
grams of good wishes and greetings that
come to her from all parts of the giobe.

THS QUEEN'S TREES.

Loug before the court leaves Balmoral
to go dewn to Osborne house on the Isle
of Wight, where Christweas for the last
fifteen years has been passed, the Queen
drivva  out to the Christmas
tree grove, Here grows a
famous clump of firs, of which two are
selected. Oue to be sent to Sandringham
to the Prisce of Wales, The other goes
to Osborne, and when the trees are cut
down, two uew, fine specimens are put io
their place.

Litcrally all the year round Queen Vie-
toria works at her Christmas list. There
are something like a4 thousand names set
down on it, and nearly every year adds a
grand or greaigrandehild or two.

Io the spirit of generosity the Queen be-
lieves in remembering all ber relatives
and dependents from the heir-apparent to
her lust ecullery maid. Io the spirit of
economy she al=o believes in not pamper-
ng eitber her domestics or royal kinspeo-
ple with extravagant gifts, so that 1o near~
ly every individual whose name appears
@7 ey Jist some hond and bome-made

eful present gocs,

SIMPLE GIFTH,

Because she is an expert knitter can
crochet admirably, and embroider very
well, she gives to her nearest and dearest
all manner of emall comfor's worked by
herselt. Silly little tencloths, doylies, etc.,
are not in her line, but a royal duke is
Lke to get & pair of yarn golt steckings; to
an empress niece often goes a stout under-
skirt, knitted in red and blue wools, and a
pair of good linen pillow cases, marked
boldly aud plainly with the letter A, is
apt to be found in the stocking of the
future Queen of Great Britain.

As for the others, the faithful cottagers
the faithful eervants, etc.; the ladies 1n-
waiting make their gifts, which are pre-
sented with the Queen’s good wishes. No
iady, for this reason, attends on the Queen
who 13 not an expert needlewoman, and
furthermore, faithful in the use of her
bright little s09l,

A GERMAN CHRIATMASA,

Duwn at Osborne the Roval festivities
are conducted on a very decorous plau.
The Queen avoids garish, extravagaot
celebration, such as the household of
Saudrioghbam have leaned toward, The
Queen’s tree is pot illuminated with
eleciricity, the day made hideous with a
rattle of firecrackers, and ;special pyro-
technice, an alde manic feast, and a dance
at night, The whole sermon is conducted
ou the German plan rather, and the older
she grows the less noise and display the
royal lady ;likes to have around lLer.
Usnally the Albanys, the Battenburgs, and
Princess Christian only go down 1o Os-
borne, along with their boys aud girls, and
one single tree, candles lighted, and dressed
by Princass Beatrice, 1s enjoyed by the
eotire household, servants aud all.

Foud a8 she 13 of giving her little
hand-wrought presents. tbe Queen has
almost an aversion 1o receiving gifte,
especially those that are big, expeunxive,
and very like the thousand or more ot jects
ol beauty or vaiue thet she has been receiy-
ing all her life, and with which her
palaces are stored. Economical herself,
she strangely enough admires sepsible
frugality in others.

It is no secret that Victoria looks with
far more approval on the big hamper of
game and sweetmeats sent her every
Christmas from her Imperial grandsoa.
William, in Berlin, than the jewels and fur
and priceless wosaics and enamels that

Free Medical
Adviee

* Do you understand just what Dr. J. C.
Ayer's medicines will do for you? Are
they helping you as fast as you think they
ought? Write to our doctor. He will

answer all questions, and give you the
best medical advice, absolutely free.
\ Address the J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.
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come to her from her relatives in St
Petersburg. Most of all her gifts last year
she erjoved a httle iced cake that came in
the German bamyper. It had been com-
pounded aud cooked, that little cake, by
Emperor Wilham’s only danghter, and
after it was formally cut by the Queen,
and passed around as theeake of honor at
the Christmas dinner, a piece was sent
the head cock of the palace, with a request
that he would pass oflicially and impartial-
ly on its merits

Besides this hamper, the Prince of
Wales always sends his mother her Christ-
mas mutton, and the
contributes some rare old wes,
Duke of Norfolk wonderful bholly
and mistletoe from his forests. Christmas
day at Osborne goes as quietly as m any
modest American household., On the
evening of the 24th the 1ree is displayed,

rends

and the Qqeen never sees it until every
candle is tright,and then the youngest
grandchild present l-ads her ia to a big

chair beside 1t. The family sing songs,
German fashion, around the tree, a baod
of singers wails outside,reallv the capitally
trained choir bove of Whippingham
chareh, sing manv old-fashioned carols,

and are given a fine supper for their pains,
and the rervants come 1u to view the tree
and greet their mistress,

SIMPLE CUSTOMS,

The cervants in her Majesty’s employ
are not permitted to offer gifts to members
of the Royal family, so, in return for the
substantial tips and warm socks or petti-
coats ihey receive, one of their number is
usnally selected to make the Queen a litile
speech, and, on special oecasions, such as
this Christmas of her diamond jubilee
year, their (ritute of good wishes and
gratitude is engrossed on an illuminated
scroll, to be giveu her Christmas eve, as

King of Belgium
& .
and the |

SWIMMING A FAD,

(From the Philadelphia Record )

According to the London newspapers,
fancy swimming s quite a fad in the
metropolis jist now, Society patronized
the inierpational contesta at the West-
minster baths and applanded the feat (as
well a~ the feet) of Miss Alma Beaumont,
who “*walked on the water” with marked

skill ad superaquatic grace. At a
swimming entertainment, as A
rule, NAYE the Duiy  Graphie,
the unlockv onlooker usnally

has to cheose between a numbirg headache
in & crowded gallery or the dangere of a
drenching vy the waterside.  The bath
club, however, v ith the attendant luxuries,
has changed all that and EWimming enter-
tinnents are now to be numbered among
| the fashionable fixtwres of the sesason.
{ Oo Thur-day weta “ladies’ night” ook
piace at the club. The programme was
not very different frcm odher displays
of tke kind, but the comtortable conditions
which surrounded it made i; far more en-

Joyable. From a eporting point of
view, the most exciting event of the
evening was the back-swimming

competition for the challenge ehield,
though this wonld have been mare inter-
esting still but for tle non-appearance of
two of the best men entered for it— R. A.
Crawshaw, the holder of the shield,
and G. Martis, who holds the world’s
record for 100 yards at thie
particular style of swimming. As
it was the shield was carried off by
the chumpion ¢f Holland, J. D. Bloemen,
but ouly after a splendid tussle with W,
S. Bornest, of St. Saviour’s, 8. C., who
struggled gamely to the end. A gracein
wind-up to the entertainment was given
with an exhibition of fancy ewimming by
Miss Ada Lewin, the instructress to

on the occasion of the golden jubilee.

According to the sensib'le German
custom, the small boys and girls of the
Royal fannly are rever losded sith ex-
travagant toys or French bonbone. A bag
of simple sweels is put in every stocking,
for none but little sugar-topped cakes are
presented on the tree, and the toys invari-
ably chosen and given by the Queen
would astound a pampered American
child—inexpengive horns anrd balls, toy
watches, and the least luxurious whips,
tops and china headed dolls dengle from
the boaghs.

Bat if the Queen is rather severe in thie
respect she is absolutely indulgent ir
another. No amouut of wholesome noise
and frollicking is frowned upoun or forbid
den on Christmas day, avd the aged head
of an Empire on which the sun pever sete
will give an hour out of her Chrisimas
day to show a tiny grand daughter how to
get the best results out of a tin kitchen,
or evolve quite_a royal bla-t f:om a noisy
tin horn for a persistent little duke, who
insicts that grandmamma must show him
how,

el A AI— e
THE LADY IS ALWAYSA LADY,

The True Keynote of the Grande Dame 1s
Gentleness and Sfmplicity

Ruth Ashmore, writing on “ The Sim-
plicity of the Grande Dame,” in the Janu-
ary Ladies Home Journal asserts that “a
lady may stand hehind the counter, be
mistress in her own home, or busy all day
at & desk, but no matter what her position
o life i+; she never swerves, and uncon-
sciously she alwavs impressea those who
are around her with the fact of her gentle-
ness and simplicity. The lady gains her
strength pot from riches, not from her
high position, mot from great learning, but
from good common eense. Any one of us
may learn this if we willtake a good model
and copy it. No lady is free and -easy in
her manpers. She does not, however, go
to the other extreme and brcome sti'ted,
but she tends rather to quictness and to a

slight reserve, since, when sie takes a
friend, she proposes to keep her. B8he
does not become ictimate with vou
after twenty-four hours’ acquaint-
ance, put you in the plac: of a confis

dante in forty-eight hours, acd in a week’s
time tire of you. The lady knows you
first mercly as an acquaintarc-, and then,
if she finds you interesting, or if she
thioks she can in asy way bz of uze to
you,she p rmits you to come graduoally
into her life, and between yon my grow
up a friendehip that may last through life,
even unto death.”

e —

Opessa, Dec. 27.—1t i3 reported that
two first-class cruigers with & large num-
ber of extra marines, have been ordered to
join the Ruseian squadrom in Chinese
waters.

Sax Fraxcisco, Cal, Det. 27.—The
Salvation Army has abandoned its pricon
gate home in Contra Costa count¥. The
lea-e of this fine farm, of 300 acres, will
probably be given up, for the task of re~
forming the ex-convicts has been fonnd
too great. The ultimate fate of the move
ment will be decided by Comamander
Booth-Tucker, who will reach this city on
Jaonuary 1st. The ex~-convicts did not seem
to appreciate the efforts to rehabilitate
them. One stole a horse, waggon and har
ness, belonging to the home, and was sent
back to prison for two years. Another,
while on his way to the home, robbed a
bouse, and the penitentiary was again
made his dwelling place.

Wasmixcrox, Dec. 27.—The recent tragic
death of Miss Leila Herbert, the daughter
of the ex secretary of the navy, is given as
the reason for the suicide which occurred
to-day of Miss Annie Virginia Wells, an
accomplished young eociety woman. and a
daughter of Lewis 8. Wells, a well-known
attorney. The young woman shot herself
through the heart with her brother’s
revolver, at the residence of the father,
1311 N street, N. W. Miss Wells had
met Miss Herbert 8 number of times and
was very much attached to her, She her
self had been confined to ths house for
four months by illness, and this combined
with the shock caused by ti2 death of her
frierd brought on melancholy which
resnlted in suicide. Miss Wells was 33

vears of age and very beautiful.

women members of the club.
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It takes 2 man who
is a whole man, at
least physically, to be
a western cow - boy.
His every-day life
calls for great physi-
cal endurance, and

upon some occasions
Bthis must also be
backed by consider-

(/‘ able nerve,
t It would be a good
}3' thing for many a hard

working business man
it he could turn cow-
boy for a couple of

i’ ,months each year. It

" ¢would give him a
# chance to get

» T..'é the free, pure, in-

% vigorating air of

U the prairfes irto
F + his lungs, a little steel into his
< muscles, a little edge to his ap-
petite and a littie of the calm
of the boundless plains into

his nerves. Unfortunately, the rush of
modern business will not permit the aver-
age hard working business man to turn cow-
boy even for a short time each year. The
only resource left him, if he does not wish
to break down prematurely, is to keep a
watchful eye upon his health, and when he
finds that he is getting out of sorts, letup a
little on work, and resort to the best of all
known tonics. That tonic is Dr. Pierce’s
Golden Medical Discovery. It promptly
s a worked out man into condition, be-
ause it starts at the right place, It begins
by restoring the lost appetite. It corrects
all disorders of the digestion and makes the
2ssimilation of the food perfect. It invig-
orates thg liver. It purifies the blood and
fills it with the life-glving elements of the
feod. Tt is the great blood-maker and flesh-
builder. By enriching the blood it nour-
ishes and builds up every organ and tissue
in the body. No man ever broke down with
nervous exhaustion or prostration who re-
sorted to this great medicine when he felt
himself threatened by ill-health,

An honest dealer will not urge a substi-
tute, There is nothing in the world
“‘just as good,” although avaricious drug-
gists will sometimes say so for the sake
of the greater profit to be made upon the
infzrior article.

Keep your head up and your bowels open.
T'he “Golden Medical Discovery” will pit
steel in your backbone, and Dr. Pierce's
Pleasant Pellets will cure constipation.

LR T T S s,
His Name For the Fire Engine.

“What be thet 'er mersheen?’’ asked Un-
cle Abner of Ruralsville as he witnessed
the working of a fire engine for the first
time.

**Why, uncle,” replied his city nephew,
“‘that isa machine for extinguishing fives.”’

“Well,”” exclaimed the old man, *'if 1
bedn’t seed it with my own eyes I never
woulder belev’d thet pesky little teakittle
eould hev held so much water.”’—Chicago
Post.

Few seem to doubt for a moment tha$
contentment is the cause of happiness.
Yet the inverse is true. We are contenterl
because we are happy, not happy because
we are contented.

There’s lots of religion in a beefsteak if
you give it to the right man at the right
time, says Jerry McCauley.

— ——-ar . cm—

Il DON'T PAY.

To buy drinks for the boys—it don’t pay
to buy drinks for yourself. It will pay to
quit. But the tronble bas been to do this.
My Vegetable Cure will absolutely remove
all desire for liquor in a couple of days, so
you can quit without any self-denial, and
nobody need know you are taking medi-
cine. You’ll save movey and gain in
bealth and self respect from the start
Medicine 18 perfectly harmless, is pleasant
o taste, steady nerves, and does not
nterfere with -business duties..—Full
arviculars sealed. Mr. A. Hutton Dixor,
0. 40 Park Avenue, Montreal. 4

Smelt Nets.

6 new—assorted sizes,

CARVELL BROS.

dec23—2aw2wks,

TO PREPARE OATMEAL FOR THE
TABLE,

Where hard coal is ueed for cooking
purposes, oatmeal may be put over the
fire at six o’clock in the evening, brought
10 boiling point, and kept at this temper-
ature over night #0 that it may be ready
to serve in the morning.  Where soft coal,
wocd or gas is used for cookng purpo<es,
it will be necessary 10 put the osatmeal
over the fire at noon, when the luncheon
or dinner ir being prepared. Put four
heaping tablespoonfuls of the eteel cut
oats into one gnart of cold water ; add
bulf & teaspoontul ot salt, and put it over
the fire ‘o & double boiler; cover, and
cook coutinuouxly for one or two hours.
Tuhen it may be put aside until the uight
m al is being prepared, and cookedaga in
as long ax the fire i= burning, and then put
aside to be reheated at breakfast time. The
kettle should be covered closely, and the
oatmeal mustnot be stirred from the
beginning to the end of the cooking, other-
wise the grains will be broken. Stirring
oatmeal seems to destroy its flavor. —Mgs
S.T. Rorer, i Jaonuary Ladies’ Home
Journal.

Heart Trouble

A Few Bottles of Hood’'s Sarsapa-
rilla Perfectly Cures,

“] had a heart trouble for years. I was
persuaded by a friend to try Hood’s Sar-
saparilla. After I had taken three bottles
I found that Hood's Sarsaparilla bad com-
pletely and perfectly cured me.” Miss
C. A. FLixN,Wallace Bridge, Nova Scotia.

Hood's Sarsaparilla

Is the best—in fact the One True Blood Purifier.

Hand’< Pille the best family cathartic
HOOd S Pl“s easy to operate. 26e.
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Fine Display of

PIARNDS

AND

ORGANS

AT

FLETCHER'S

Warercoms,
House Building,

EVERY DAY
A BARCAIN DAY

AT LEWIS

From vow unti! the end of the year,
every day will be bargain day at our
store

All kinds of fancy goode, in China,
Celluloid, Plush, Oak and Glass. all kinds
of Toye, Games, Dolls, Doll’s Sleighs,
Doll’s Corriages, Doll’s Tea-sets, Boy's
and Girl’s 8leighs. Also all kinds of
Crockery. Make no mistake in the
place, but come direet to

C. LEWIS,
Grafton St.

Oppoeite Ncrth side of Market Sq.

ANNUAL MEETING
MERCHANTS BANK OF P. E. |

The Annual General Meeting of
the shareholders of the Merchants’
Bank of P. E. Island, will be held at
its Banking House, Gt. George Street,
on Tuesday, the 11th day of January,
next, 1898, at the hour of 11 o’clock
a.m. Proxies must be left with the
cashier at least one day previous to
the meeting.

J. M. DAVISON, Cashier.
nov29—15 &wtd

Opera

RUBBERS « OVERSHORS|

1853—FORTY-FOUR YEARS—1897

..o".‘.

THE CANADIAN RUBRER cos|

RECORD IN MAKING RUBBERS,
L R

RESULT:
Rubbers that “WEAR” and are “UP TO DATE” as theip

immense sale and popularity proves

ATl Denlore leeoor them. STANDARD NEVER LO W :'(‘ 3

-

Pounltry Wanted

300 to 500 'Turkeys, Geese
Ducks, for which we will pay the highes s
price, '

CRANT & CO.

Queen Strect, Charlottetown "
- s e e — me———
200 Bicycles Wante(
To be stored (free of charge) for the winter, and de
repaired, nickeled or enameled, thoroughly renewed,

for spring.
ENAMELING

We use the highest grade Enamel (black or colons) ¢
money can buy in New York, and éa4e it on in a mannert
the wmost fastidiovs cannot criticize, and the cost is the
as others charge for ordinary paint, See sample at shop,

W P. DOULL, Kent Shee]

FRENCH P. D. CORSEISY

10 GOLD MEDALS
Are universally acknowledged to be

THE - LEADING - MAKE

These celetrated Correts are made il
every variety of sbhape and style, and
well known Trade Mark P. D. with which
every genuine pair is stamped, is a guaraniee
that the workmanship and materials are the
very best that can be procured,

To be obtained from all the leading Diy
Goods Stores.

Wholesale, Konig & Stufiman, Montresl

i
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CHEAP FOR SPOT CIS

14 TONS
BET QUALITY HAY BALE WIRE

Cut 10} feet; gauge 14, at the

CITY - HARDWARE -

«++«.QUEEN STREET....

Pronounced best quality by all who have used it.

R. B. NORTO

STOER

J. F. Norton Proprietor.

—

STO

Assortment Large,
Quality away up
Prices away down.

SIMON:W& CRAEE

Walker's Corner STOVES & EARDWARE




