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PAPERS BY THE PACKET.

Inp1a Axp Cuina;—Despatches have been received
overland from India and China, with dates from Macao
_to the 12th of February, Caleutta to the 22d March,
Bombay to the Ist, and Alexandria to the 2d of April.

3 CHINA. ’

The intelligence from China is of the most unsatis-
factory character. Captain Elliot was wasting bis time
in negotiations, which, on the pirt of the Chinese,
were evidently only employed to put off any decisive
settlement of the question as long as possible. - Com-
missioner Keshen had had several interviews with Cap-
tain Elliot, and respectfully received his suggestions,
bat still found reasons for delay. On the 30th of Jan-
uary Captain Elliot issued a circular, stating that nego-
ciations were proceeding satisfactorily, but at the same
time intimating that in the existing state of affairs he
did not consider it advisable for Dritish subjects to pro-
ceed to Canton.........0n' the first of February, the Com-
modore and Plenipotentiary issued conjointly a procla-
mation to the inhabitants of Hong Kong, informing
them that the place had become a part of the dominions
of the Queen of England, and that natives residing on
the island must consider themselves subjecis of her
Britannic Majesty. It also guaranteed to the Chi-
nese the free exercise of their religious and social
customs, and the preservation of their private proper
t§..........]t_was, however, understood in Canton that
the conduct of Keshen appeared vacillating, and that
he seemed disinchined to fulfil his engagements. A
very general impression existed that recourse must
again be had to hostile operations. X

Official despatches are published, in Friday's Gazelte.
detailing the destruction of the Chuenpee and Tycock-
tow forts. Although the Chinese iought desperately,
not one of the British force was killed in the engage-
ment. ‘The conclusion of one of the despatches
states :—

« This service has been performed with trifling loss
on the part of her Majesty’s forces, although it is but
justice to the Chinese to say that they defended them-
selves, especially in the batteries, with the greatest
credit and devotion ; they have suffered severely; their
loss, including that on board the war junks, cannot be
estimated at less than from 500 to 600 out of a_force
calculated at 2,000 men. The slanghter in the lower
fort, when carried by storm, was considerable.”

INDIA.

From all, parts of India the newsis warlike. The
affairs in Afghanistan appear of increasing importance.
Schah Soojah, who was placed on the throne by the
efforts of the British army, is described as intrigning
in order to effect the expulsion of all auxiliary British
troops from that country. The restless Afighauns are
also adverse to the presence of British troops; they are
caballing among themselves, and combining for getting
vid of their conquerors......... The Bombay army in
Scinde has. made a partial movement into the provin-
<es around Quetta.  Five thousand have passed through
the Bolan, and four thousand remain in the Scinde

rovinces. In a late attack on the fort of Sebbee, be-
'.nmging to.the Kujjuks, the folly of despising the enemy
«<ost the lives of three European officers and of fifty se-

ys. 'T'he attack was made oif the 20th of February,
by a considerable force under the command of Lieut.-
Col. Wilson. The fire ofthe artillery commenced
about two . m. Shorily afterwards Colonel Wilson
was wounded, and the command devolved on Captain
Rollings. This officer, finding the cannonade did
not produce the desired effect, ordered preparations to
be made for an assault. The storming party accor-
dingly advanced, but met with the most determined
resistunce, and was driven back after suffering great
loss. Lieut. Falconer was killed, and® Lieut. Shaw,
who accompanied him as a volunteer, badly wounded.
The enemy suffered severely. ‘T'he sepoys were sub-
sequently relieved by a party of artillerymen. These
succeeded in making a lodgement under the gateway,
but gould penetrate no further. Their commanding
officer, Lieut. Creed,” was also slain, and as night ap-
proached the troops were, at the request of the political
agent, recalled to camp. At daylight next morning it
was found that the enemy had taken advantage of the
darkness, and had evacuated their fort. We are sorry
to add that Lieut.-Col. Wilson has since died of his
wounds, Since the above event the greatest activity
has prevailed amongst the troops in Scinde, and every
effort is being made to quell the rebellious spirit of the
Beloochee tribes.........All accounts concur in stating
that additional troops must be sent to the north of the
Indus.........In the Punjaub all is confusion, for the
soldiers are  masters under their mock rajah, Shere
Singh. The European officers are detained there by
force. The Governor-General of India is preparing a
large force on the frontiers; for it appears merely a
question of time whether the British army is to enter
that country. The Ranee, widow of Kurruk Singh,
had her paramour murdered before her eyes. She was
wounded in the attempt to save him.......The news from
Khiva is satisfactory. Captain Conolly has gone to
Kokhan, in order to make pedce between tiic govern-
ments of Khiva and Kokhan. British influence will
thereby become considerable in Centr.l Asia, and even
from the north we shall soon controul the-King of Bok-
hara.......Jn the interior of India tranquillity prevails.
The late hostile movement at Napaunee, in the Car-
natic, was. speedily put down........In Birmah, Thara-
waddie still pursues. his system of horrors at. home, but
has made no attempt at attacking his neighbours on
the frontiers..........The Nepaulese are watching the pro-
gress.of the British expedition against China.

Persia.—The state of Persia is alarming. The pre-
sent Schah is in delicate health, and incapable of man-
aging his troops, who are unruly for want of pay. Rus-
sia has guaranteed the shccession to the throne ; and,
notwithstanding, two of the Schah’s uncles are ready
to dispute it with his children and with each other ; one
of them is stationed near Bagdad, and the other on the
frontiers of. Affghanistan.

Ecyprr.—Frofi Alexandria we learn that Mehemet
Ali continued his preparations for defence with unaba-
ted industry, though with less show than formerly.
The artillerymen and- workmen of the arsenal have
been employed in carrying arms, powder, and ball, into

forts in and aronnd the city; and the .troops en-
camped under the walls are kept in a constant state of
vigilance and exercise. The plague was developing
itself' chiefly amongst these troops and the sailors still
kept on shore and converted into labourers. Ibrahim
Pacha remains at Cairo employed in re-organising his
shattered army, and in adding to its numerical strength
by every means in his power, administrative and coer-
cive. The answer of the Porte to the remonstrance of
Mehemet Ali had not been received when the latest
‘advices left Alexandria..

L

Tue Insvrrecrion 18 Caere.—Tahir Pacha was to
sail from Constantinople at the end of April with a strong
division of the Turkish fleet, amounting to l'2.sa|l in all,
and having on board 6000 troops, to attack the insurgents.
The Malta Times says that ** nothing less than the par-
tial extermination of the Candiotes will put the insurrec-
tion down, and it asks whether the Pur(_ will do this, 0’:
the protecting Christian powers allow it to be doue.
The Mediferrancd states, that from several landings of
men from the Morea the insuigents amounted 10'16,0()0-
Mustapha Pacha, the Seraskier of Crete, had issued a
proclamation, dated Canea, March 206, to the Chr_lsuan
Cretans, annouancing to themn the reduction _of duties on
all produce arriving in Candia, and exhorting them to
return quietly to their homes, and avoid a severe purrish-
ment

‘Swepex.—One of the most extraordinary circumstances
in the annals of a constrtutional government has"just occur-
red in Sweden. The Miuisters of State there have been ac-
cused, not of having violated the laws of their country and
abused their power, but of having brought the country to a
state of unexampled prosperity. At this moment Sweden
is one of the happiest countries on the face of the earth, the
merit of which is due to the King. Formerly the nation
was loaded with debt, at present there is an excess of -
come over the expenditue; butit is alleged that the
Ministers produced this prosperity by violating the consti-
tution, and that they must account for the . responsibility
they have incurred!

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF LORDS—THURSDAY, MAY 6.

Our Revarions Wirn Cniva.—In answer to a ques-
tion from Lord Ellenborough, Viscount Melbourne said
that it was impossible for him to tell what might have
been the terms agreed upon with the Government in
China. But unquestionably her Majesty’s Government
had sent out information thatifa definitive treaty
should have been concluded, according to the prelimi-
nary articles which had been received by previous ad-
vices, such treaty would not be satisfictory to her Ma-
jesty’s Government, and that they would not advise her
Majesty to ratify such a treaty. That decision was
taken here, and not by the Governor-General in India.
In answer to other questions, Lord Melbourne stated
that he believed Hong Kong had been taken possession
of by the British troops, and that Chusan had been
evacuated, but on the latter point he could not speak
with certainty. He had, however, no hesitation in de-
claring that by the last instructions: sent out to China,
her Majesty’s forces were ordered to retake possession
of Chusan,if it had been evacuated before such instruc-
tions were received. ¥

Corn-Laws.—The Earl of [itzwilliam, in present-
ing petitions from Leeds and other places against the
Corn-laws, contended that every shilling which this
country paid for corn more than it would do if the
Corn-laws were repealed, wasa tax upon the people
for the benefit of the landowners, and ought promptly
to be sabolished.. ... The Duke of Wellington said the
Corn-laws were passed for no such ‘contemptible object
as that assigned by the noble earl. They were not
enacted to increasc the profits of landlords to the pre-
judice of the public, but to encourage agriculture to
such an extent as to render the produce of the conntry
equal to its consumption, and thus enable it to be al-
together independent of foreign supply.....Eatl Radnor
maintained that the effect of the Corn-laws, whatever
might be their object, was to enrich the landholder......
Earl Warwick said that, in his opinion, the reason why
large towns supported a repeal of the corn-laws was,
if possible, to. produce a change of the currency of the
country...... T'he Marquis of Lansdowne, at some length;
defended the course the Ministers had pursued, re-
specting the proposed alteration of the corn-laws; the
Government had never brought forward a measure that
had had more consideration than the present.....In
answer to a question from Lord Ellenborough, as to the
particular period at which the Government had come
to the resolution of making a proposition for placing a
fixed duty on corn, the Marquis of Lansdowne said, that
he could not state the exact time, but the measure had
received the fullest consideration before it was decided
on, and the determination had not been recently adopt-
ed. After some further consideration, the petitions
were ordered to [ie on the table.

HOUSE OF COMMONS —THURSDAY, MAY G.

Ways anp Means.—Lord J. Russell said, if he had
considered the question as of a commercial or financial
nature, he would have left it in the hands of the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, but it was a great national
question—(cheers,)—one which would influence to all
time the commercial policy of the country, and its finan-
cial conduct. They had, from the commencement of
the year, foreseen the necessity of such measures. The
difficulties were great, but the arrangement that he
should propose a measure on the subject of the corn
laws, was made before. All these questions of mono-
poly had been carefully considered, the government
were agreed upon them, and he had stated this on the
4th of March, and on that very day a despatch from the
Governor of Canada was received, alluding to the inten-
tions of the Government. The different questions con-
nected with our foreign policy, which had led to an
increased expenditure, had all of them been sanctioned
by that house, and it became the duty of the house to
provide for the deficiency thereby occasioned in the
public revenue. The Chancellor of the Excllequei’
had told them there was an excess of £2,400,000 of
espenditure over revenune. For the deficiency thus
occasioned they might provide a remedy by reductions
in their military and naval establishments, but in the
present position of affairs, he thought such a course un-
advisable. The deficiency might ‘also be provided for
by a loan, or by the imposition of additional direct taxes;
but when ministers arrived at the conviction that an
additional revenue might be obtained simply by dimi-
nishing protective duties, it became their duty not to lay
any additional burdens on the people. They were aware
that they would have great difficulties to encounter,
from the opposition of those who might consider their
interests to be endangered ; still it became their duty to
submit to parliament measures which they believed to be
good, andevhich they were convinced would, one day or

this country. (Eathusiastic theers.) Alluding to “the
fixed duty which he wished to impose on corn, the noble
lord said that it wonld have the effect of keeping the
price of wheat steadily at 58s. or 60s. a quarter, instead
of exposing the country to the ruinous flactuations which
they had witnessed of late years. Retarning to the
subject of the sugar duties, the noble lord recalled to
the attention of the house, that what he and his col-
leagues advised Parliament 10 do, was to do away with
prohibition, and to substitute a substantial protection.
The result of the great measure by which the people .of

this country had given twenty millions for the abolition

other, form the foundation of the commercial policy of
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it contained nothing to prevent those who might ‘\0 'T_ :
it from adopting afterwards the very measures d“ "c:
they now appeared to condemn. The noble lord wen
on to show the futility of pretending to refuse adrmssnor;‘
to slave-grown produce. The slive-grown coffee o
Brazil was notoriously imported “into this country by
the circuitous route of the Cape of Good Hope. T'his
trade was carried on by an evasion“®f the ‘]ﬂ\V, but the
noble lord showed that it had grown up nto such 1m-
portance, that it might now be dangerous to attempt to
put it down. The West India planlers themselves 1m-
ported slave-grown sugar for their own use, that they
might send the whole of their produce to be sold for the
high prices to be obtained in England. The amendment
to be proposed to them was, in point of fact, a mere
party movement, made with a view of enlisting the sym-
pathies of humanity; but which party, he wqqld flsk,
had always been foremost in assisting the abolllnonxst§?
It was the whigs, who, in 1806 and 1807, succeeded in
putting an end to the slave trade; and it was not till
Lotd Grey was placed at the head of the Government,
that slavery itself was abolished in the British colonies.
Those, however, who had never done any thing effectual
for the abolition either of slavery or the slave trade, now
came forward with an appeal to humanity, for which
their past conduct in no way entitled them to credit.
If the house adopted the measures recommended by
government, they might still look forward with confi-
dence to an era of great prosperity for this country ; if
those measures were not adopted, on the house must
repose the responsibility of the rejection. The noble
lord, after addressing the house for nearly two hours,
concluded, amid the cheers of the liberal side of the
house. .

Lord. Sandon rose to move an amendment to Lord
John Russell’s motion, that the house do go into com-
mittee of ways and means. Had this, he said, been a
mere’ question of revenue, he would not have interfered,
but even as a question of finance, the ministers had
miscalculated. 'T'he measure they proposed would not
raise the required revenue. This probable deficiency
he showed from a variety of documentary references ;
and he proved the recent increase of our exports to tiiose
colonies in which free labour has been established.
The question, however, was a moral one. He showed,
from various returns, that the supply of sugar was now
becoming so plentiful as to deprive the government of
the excuse that<their measure was necessary for the
relief of the labourers at home. The measure was held
out as a boon to the foreign slave-planters; and to the
extent of that boon it wasa bounty upon the slave-trade.
He concluded by moving the following resolution :—
“That considering the efforts and sacrifices which
Parliament and the country have made for the abolition
of the slave trade and slavery, with the earnest hope
that their exertions and example might lead to the miti-
gation and final extinction of those evils in cther coun-
tries, this house is not prepared, especially with the
present prospects of the supply of sugar from British
possessions, to adopt the measure proposed by Iler
Majesty’s Government for the reduction of the duty on
foreign sugars.” A

Mr. Hogg seconded the amendment. He knew not
what internal monitor had suggested to Lord John Rus-
sell‘the probability of that charge against which he had
defended himself unattacked—the charge that this sud-
den budget had been the offspring of the ministerial
defeats. (Hear.) He could not help remembering
other budgets. The last conservative budget showed a
surplus of &£ 1,500,000,; the Whig budget of this year
showed a deficiency to the same amount. The govern-
ment had lured a vast capital into the East India sugar
trade, upon what now appeared to be wholly deceptive
assurances. As to the West Tndies, the theory of free
trade was who!ly misapplied, if slave-grown sugar was to
be let in against them, when they were not permitted
to use slave labour' in their own sugar production.
He believed that this country would be inundated
with slave-grown sugar, for' he admitted that it
would be cheaper than any which the West or East
Indies coul‘d send to market. The greatest gainer would
be “he foreign colony which had the greatest slave-trade
—Cuba first, Brazil next, and the West Indies, which
had no slav_e'-trade at all, would be driven wholly from
the compeution. . After all our sacrifices of blood and
treasure—after all our'armaments and risks of war, were
::C?):l::c:llll:l:ltn?o (;ur whole iwork and hold out a fresh
sugar wfs a pe At ?;H b;he. 'S}ave-trade,.because
Ho Mo ,penny a pound above its usual price, and
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was ‘met by loud cries of * Divide!” and other

of impatience. After vainly _g;]deavoun;)g for
minutes to obtain silence, the l’f’"}- gent emlld mor
the adjournment of the debate, ]w e :‘was gr;e
; __Inreply to Sir R. Peel, on the_subject of Ching,
Lo“r’:il tIITAI.{usIsI::lI [sajgd the state of the : matter stnndl ’%
Accounts had been received Ofp;e ‘Iimlllturl})' atlg'an‘
which preliminary arrangements hia :0 'bg;n °m .,
telligence possessed by the gO;’]eldﬂ“:; ltn’ndeed ook B
the Emperor of China. They had n 4 > een |
¥ d between Captainl Elliot and the plenipoter )
Zna;%iea on the part of the Chinese government. %
amngemem had beter}x geg;:ﬁllgu?lﬁgg::ﬁio ?;dm nd
jesty’s government nac o
x:fﬁdt{eagh China in a time of truce, but he cm:]];,l-
that hostile o-erations might not be i’fcomlrlnetn;::d A
In reply to Mr. Hume, Lord John Husst? Ifo‘;t'
tain Elliot was recalled? and that SH'. emyt ofmgerh_ .
immediately go out with the appomtm}%n ¢ :. r
missioner in China. On the subject of Egypt, and its re
tions with Turkey, he declined to enter. ‘
_May 12—Last Nieur’s PARLIAM::XT-——IH the House
-ds, the business was unimportant.
Lollr(llst’he House of Commons, the adjourned Debate on
Sugar Duties was resumed by Mr. Macaulay, who ¢
that the introduction of the slave-grown sugar was incons
tent with anti-slavery principles. What principle was
which allowed a man to wear slave-grown cotton on his fe
but forbade him to put slave-grown sugar 1nto his o
We were bound to suppress slavery in our own dominion
but we had no right to interfere with the internal slavery
other states......Sir George Clarke contended, that
principles of free trade were incapable of being pushed
their extreme in a country like this, where the comp
state of things and the national debt made it 1mpossa
maintain native industry without protection.....Mr.
would not consent to tax the English poor a penuy a poul
on sugar, to protect the West India interests ; zm.d }Jr rve
a fixed duty on corn to a graduated one....... Sir R. Ir lis
would not make the slave trade a party question ; but he
asked with what face could Ministers, while they ence
ed an increased production of sugar grown by slaves,
force upon foreign nations the suppression of the -
trade. ... Mr. C. Wood insisted on the importance ofa loy
price of corn, and was willing to take his share of the i
fice. If the government proposals, as to the revenue to b
raised upon sugar, were rejected, some intimation ought
be given as to the means of supplying the deficiency...
Mr. Goulburn admitted the exigency of our finances,
denied that the proposals ot government, while they er
raged the traffic in slaves, would redress their exigency
Sir George Grey said the objections raised against the sk d
grown sugar applied even more to cotton and tobacco, ai
to exclude all produce of slave labour would be a ck
cal attempt....After a tew observations from Mr.
the debate was adjourned. :
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The Steamship Acapia arrived at Halifax on Monday i ma
31st ult. in 12 days from Liverpool. The letter bag fo of

Island was received here early on Wednesday mon
having been forwarded from Pictou immediately on
arrival there, by the Pocahontas, steamer. o

M

e Acadia brought London dates to the 18th and v

pool to the 19th May. fia

The debate in the House of Commons on the Ministe th
proposition for reducing the duty on Foreign Sugars, yo
protracted for eight nights, ard had not terminated on of
18th. Little doubt seemed to be entertained that Ministel th
will be in a minority. The state of the Corn Laws, gi
the revision of the Import duties on Timber, were subj o
which were also about to undergo discussion, provide o1
Ministry held out, which by many is considered a doub of
point. 8t

Capt. Elliot, the British Commissioner at China, is X
called, his proceedings not being approved of by Governmen
A renewal of hostilities with the Chinese is far from-
an improbable event. !
Nothing has been heard of the President Stcamer. Fe
respecting her fate are sadly confirmed. ;

.
To the kindness of Capt. Douglas, of the Steamer Un
which arrived here on Monday, in 584 hours from Que
are indebted for a Quebec paper of the 28th ult. The new
Parliament of Canada was to meet at Kingston on the %th

June. His Excellency the Governor General had procee
thither. s

UEBE

His Excellency the Governor GeneralQIeft hﬁ:)m:oyd
Kingston on Wednesday ; and, we believe, nearly all {
connected with the Civil Departments of Montreal or Q
bec have already gone or are on the point of their de
for the same place, with the books and papers, and i
ca?s, even wit]%[‘ the furniture of their offices.

ARRIVAL OoF Troors.—Yesterday aft LT
ship Jthol, P. C. Bellamy, Comman}:ler,e;:“:i(\)':&%l 1]?.0&
B’a{bal((ioes, in 26 days, having sailed on the 1st instant, at
;1{ g golin :3 :t. M. She~ bas on board th»ree Companies ofﬂﬁ‘,\

H. M. Troop-ship Sapphire also saj )
the same time with thlt)ap other halffl l;?dtlfgo%tlza 1 :
The Cornwall and the Somersetshire, transports, with'
Regt. ; the Bogue and the Prince Regent, tra
:ll:: 14th Regiment, sailed from Barbadoaes six h
badomesm t];rhge Abercrombie, transport, was to sail frol
i bqugn ¢2d May, with the whole of the 89th §

The 14th, 68th, 70th, 74th and 89 i
h th Re

g;:inmg out here from the West lndiesg u:::l!‘.\:,‘

d 34th, 65th and 73d Regiments, ordered home,
b paI;'t of Cape Diamond fell recently, burying e
gos in Ede ruins. At last accounts the dead, by this
! Eccl ent, amounted to 32. The cutastm},)he is att!
c‘o’ ‘tl e action of the streams and frost, and encroa
o S:;l&r{tiarrns ?lt thel base of the precipi::e.
_See e has a t . !
side the river late ilrlnl(l)\sfklag').a o ped the ROGE

The St. Lawrence had spring vessels in hundr

3;§§hlng Quebee. 314 vessels had arrived
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Sir John Harve

teamer Bri'tanniy and suite left Halifux for England }

tea a on the 29th ult. Sij 18

giedAb'y Lady Harvey, Lieut. Harvey, c:lf: gl:?ehg‘ltl':
}gl. Xide, and Captain Nugent, of the 36th Regim
llitary Secretary at Frederiction,

The state of the health of Wﬂ c
¥ ‘the H i
rendering a voyage to England Eg?s.sChwl‘l'gtm
lfgé:g;e fon Sa;]u.rd'ay last, in the Steﬂl?l‘lgl," Pocaho
rom whene i Yo ke
I’assag’e in the ﬁrstesitle ol prosesd o e

eame
absepce of three months, 3'I‘Itx‘l;:.in %

ral, and Henl-'yHI.’all)rerit::ll",s Tt sctiuy Su)

- Acting Judge of Probal
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room of Mr. Hodgeon. It is not, nt gmm’i




