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MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS BILL. ;be determined, no one serutiny being allowed to occupy more | the same as hereinafter mentioned, and shall account for the | Collectors shall give security for the faithful performance of

In rue Housk or AssensLy, March 24, 1857.

A Bill to provide for the better internal Govern-

ment of this Island by the establishment of

Local or Municipal Authorities therein. ’

Ordered, That the further consideration of the above recited |
Bill be deferred until the next Session, and that it be printed
in all the weekly papers published in Charlottetown, and that |
three hundred copics of the same be printed for the use of

JOHN McNEILL, C. H. A.

|respetive  Sheriffs shall forthwith notify the successful

than two days, and the Sheriffs or their Deputies or persons
s0 appointed by them to act in such scrutinies, shall therein
be governed by the decision made on such serutinies; and
the further proceedings hereinbefore provided shall thence-
forth be had, as in cases where no scerutiny occurred ; and the

candidates of their election.

IV. At all elections to be held under the provisions of
this Act, any .elector who may reside on any Peninsula or
Island, within this Island, shall and may vote in the Polling
Division nearest to his or her place of residence : Provided
always, that such Polling Division be in the Municipality

his or their dutics while in office, in the form as in the
Schedule to this Act annexed, marked (D); and such
Collectors shall, when required by the Council, collect the
amounts of land tax and assessment due from each person
liable to pay the same, or take proceedings for the recovery
thereof, as hereinafter mentioned, and pay over the amounts
received by him with an aceount thereof, to the Treasurer or
other person appointed by the Council to receive the same.

said monevs at the same time, and in such manner as he ig
by law required to account for other public moneys paid into
his hands.

XIIIL Each Manicipal Council shall'annually forward to
the said Road Correspondent, to be by him laid before the
Execative Couneil, a detailed statement of the amount of
money intended to be expended during the year, within the

limits of each Municipality, together with the names of the
persons to whom the expenditure of such moneys is to be
entrusted, and such statement shall be signed by the Clerk,
and countersigned by the Warden of the Municipal Council ;
and the said Road Cerrespondert shall, from time to time,

XX. The Clerk of the Councils in the respective Muni-

cipalities shall forward to each Collector a correct copy of
the Assessors’ Return, and all persons holding property,

the Legislature.
’ : for which such on i i L
FHEREAS for the better protection and management | ‘,v B Wt st o on'm.led oo .
of the local interests of Her Majesty’s subjects in | V. The several COl‘mcﬂ'lors, after ha_vmg been d.eclar(.:d
this lsland, and for the advancement of the interral pros-{du!y_ elected by the Sheriff as 'aforcsmd, and notified in
perity thereof, it is expedient and necessary_that Municipal | writing to that fﬂCCt by the Sh}’“ﬁ.‘ shall meet at the Court
Authorities be established m the several Electoral Divisions | House of the County on the first Tuesday in March next

. - ‘ |
therein, Be it thercfore enacted by the Licutenant Gover-
por, Couneil aud Assembly as follows :—

I. TheTown and Royalty of Princetown and Lot Eighteen,
Georgetown and Common and Royalty, n.n\l ‘thc'rvscr.ved lands
adjacent thereto, and each Electoral District in this Island
as defined by the Act of the nineteenth Vie
twenty-one, shall be and are hereby severally and respectively
declared and constituted each a separate and distinet I3ody |
Corporate or Municipality, and as such shall have perpetual
sucecession, and a common seal, with power to break, ronew
and alter the same at pleasure ; and shall be capable, in law,
of suing and being sued, and of purchasing and holding lands
and tenewents situated within the limits of their respective
Muaicipalities, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, and of
making and entering iuto such contracts and agrecments as
may be necessary for the exercise of their corporate fuactions ;
aud the powers aforesaid shall be used and exercised by,
through and in the name of the Counecil of every such
.‘hmi;-ipa‘.ir_v: Provided always, that it shall not be Lowful |
for any such Municipality to exercise any other powers of a |
Corporation, except such asare herein mentioned, or such as
shall be necessary for the due exseution of thg powers hecein i
mentioned. |

|
toria, chapter |

|
|

IL. There shall be in every sach Muanicipality a Couneil, |
which Counecil shall cousist of a Warden and Councillors, |
to be elected as hereipafter provided.

ITL. Tae first election, after the passing of this Act, of!
Couneillors to seive iu the respective Muuicipalities hereby
constituted, shall be conducted and malde in manner follow-
ing, that is to say : —The High Sheriff of the respective
Counties in this Island shall by himself and his sufficient
Deputy, or Deputies by him named for that purpose, on the
third Moadsy in Janaary next, after the passing of this Act,
hold elections in the said several Municipalities, for the
election of one Councillor for each Township in this Island,
and of two Couucillors for Princetown and Royalty, two
Councillors for Georgetown, and one Councillor for the
Royalty and Common of Georgetown, and the Reserved
Lands adjoining the said Royalty ; and of such elections the
several High Sheriffs as aforesaid shall give notice in the
public Newspapers, published in Charlottetown, and by ad-
vertisement in the several Municipalities, for at least twenty
days previous thereto; aud all the male or female inhabi-
tauts of the age of twenty-one years and upwards, who shall
have resided in any Municipality for at least one year then
pext preccding, and being British subjects, and each of whom
shall actually, and within the District for which he or she
<hall then vote, have paid, or be liable to pay school or land
assessment, shall be entitled to vote at said elections for such
Councillors in such Muuicipality respectively ; and the Sheriffs
of the several Counties in this Island shall by themselves or
their sufficient Deputy or Deputies as aforesaid, in case no
scrutiny be demanded, declare, as duly elected, the persons
having the majority of votes in their respective Municipali-
ties throughout the Island, and those persons so declared by
the Sheriffs or Deputies as having the mujority of votes as
aforesaid, shall be deemed and held the Councillors for the
several Municipalities respectively; and all the necessary
expenses incurred for holding the said first elections of
Councillors throughout the Island shall be paid out of the
public Treasury of this Island, and the expenses of all sub-
sequent elections shall be paid out of the funds of the
Municipalities : Provided always, that all the said elections
shall take place on the same day and hour in the several
Munieipalities in the said [sland, and shall be conducted by
open voting in public, in manner practised in the election of
members for the General Assembly; and any person whose
right to vote thereat shall be questioned at the time of
offering his vote, shall take the following ocath before the
Presiding Officer, who shall receive or take down his vote,
which oath the Presiding Officer is bereby authorised and
empowered to adwiuister, that is to say :—* I do solemnly
swear that I have resided in the Township of (or
Town and Royalty or Reserved Lands, as the case may be),
for one year now next prcccdin%, and that 1 am of the age
of twenty-one, and a British subject, and am duly qualificd
to vote at this zlestion, within this Township, (or Town and
Royalty or Reserved Lands, as the case may be.)

So help me God.”
And the Presiding Officer shall, before administering the
said oath, distinetly read over the qualification required by
this Act, for every such person so claiming to vote, to such
person, and also shall mark every such oath as having been
sworn on his book ; and the said elections shall continue open
not longer than one day, and shall be closed at five o’clock
in the afternoon, unless previously closed by proclamation,
when a vote shall not have been polled for an hour; and
the respective Presiding Officers shall, at the close of each
election, declare the majorities ; and in case any person who
shall have voted at the same election, shall then publicly
demand a scrutiny of the election of any one or more
Couneillors, the Presiding Officers shall note such demand on
their books, and every such serutiny, if persevered in, shall
be fivally determined by the judgment of the Councillors
eleet, whose elections are not disputed, and who shall have
power to hear wituesses on oath; and if any of the said
Councillors shall not attend, the remainder of the Councillors
shall act ; but if three cannot be procured, then the High |
Sheriff or some fit person, by him nominated, in writing,
associated with any two of the Councillors or any two of
the other Presiding Officers, shall hear and determine such |
gcrutiny as aforesaid. Provided that no votes shall be
scrutinized but those marked as baving been sworn, aud;
that such scrutiny or serutinies shall be proceeded with on
the next day after the close of said elections, »nd thenceforth
day by day (Sunday, Christmas-day and Good Friday ex-
cepted), until all the said scrutinies, if more than one, shall !
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|
|

|

lelect their Warden, take and subscribe the oath in Schedule

{ Councils in every Municipality, on the first day of January

after such election, and there appoint and elect a Warden
from among their own number for each Corporation, and shall
then agree on some central place in their respective Muni-
cipalities for holding meetings for the transaction of such
business as this Act directs: Provided always, that the
several Councillors shall respectively, before proceeding to

(A) to this Act annexed, before a Justice of the Peace, who
is hereby authorised and required to administer the same.

V1. The said Councillors shall, at their first meeting at the
central place agreed on as aforesaid, appoint fit and proper
persons to serveas Clerks and Treasurers in their respective
Municipalitics, which offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be
held by one and the same persbn ; and the Clerks so-appointed
shall remain in office until new Councillors shall, in the next
year, have been elected and sworn in: Provided always,
that such Clerks and Treasurers shall, before eutering ou their
respeetive daties, take the oath as preseribed in Schedule
(B) to this Act annexed, before the Warden or the Chairman
appoiuted in his stead as hereinafter mentioned.

VIIL. On the third Monday in January, in the year of our
Lord oue thousand eight hundred and fifty , and on the
same day, in every suceceding year, the inhabitants of the
several Municipalities, qualified to vote throughout the Island,
shall openly assembie in their respective Municipalities, and
cleet, from persons qualifiel as this Act requires, Councillors
for the respective Municipalities ; and the Warden in office
at the time of such election shail remain in office until another
be chosen in his stead, or until he himself be re-appointed ;
and it shall be the duty of the Clerks of the respeetive

in every year, to post up in conspicuous places in each Klec-
toral Distriet, Town, Royalty and Reserved Lands in this
Island, notices of the time and place of holding such elections,
which notices shall also contain the names of the person or
persons appointed by the Warden aud Council as hereinafter
mentioned, to hold such eleetions.

VIIL The election of Councillors to be held, as aforesaid,
on the third Monday in Junuary, which will be in the year
of our Lord one thousand cight buudred and fifty , and
all subsequent elections of Councillors, to be had under the
provisions of this Aect, shall respectively be held by and be-
fore such person or persons as may be appointed by the War-
den and majority of the Councillors of each Municipality,
or, in case of vacancy in the office of Warden, by the Coun-
cillors of the said Municipalities.

IX. Atall elections of Councillors, as last aforesaid, the
poll shall be opened at nine o’clock in the forenoon, and shall
contipue open till five o’clock in the afternoon of the same
day, and the name of each elector voting at such election
shall be written in poll lists under appropriate heads, to be
kept at such election by the officer holding the same; and
after finally closing the poll at any such election, the officer
or person by whom the said shall be held, shall forthwith
proceed publicly to declare the number of votes given for each
candidate, and shall declare the person or persons having the
majority of votes to be duly elected ; and if there should be
at the final closing of the poll as aforesaid an equal number
of votes polled for two or more persons, it shall be lawful for
the officer or person holding such election, and he is hereby
required, whether otherwise qualified or not, to give a vote
for one or other of the persons haviag such equality of votes,
in order to give a majority to one of them, and determine
the election; and the poll list kept at such election shall, by
the officers or persons holding the same, be delivered, within
three days after the conclusion of every such election, to the
Clerk of the Municipality, to remain in his office, where they
shall be open to inspection by any elector on payment of a
fee of one shilling: Provided, that in case a scrutiny be
demanded, every such scrutiny, if persevered in, shall be
finally determined by the Council of the Municipality, by the
judgment of the Warden and Councillors, or any threc of
them, whose elections are not disputed, and who shall have
power to hear witnesses on oath, and in the event of the death
or absence of the Warden, to appoint a chairman, with right
to vote and, if need be, to give a casting vote: Provided
that no vote shali be scratinized but those marked as having
been sworn, and that such scratiny or scrutinies shall be
proceeded in as early.as practicable after the elose of such
elections, and thenceforth day by day (Sunday, Christmas
day and Good Friday excepted), until all the said scrutinies
in rotation, if more than one, shall have been determined ; no
one scrutiny being allowed to engage more than two days.

X. On the first Monday in February in every succeeding
year after such first eloction, the Clerks of the respective |
Councils throughout the Island shall, at the place appointed |
for holding the Municipal meetings, attend and adwinister the
caths to each councillor, as prescribed by this Act in the
Schedule (A) bereunto annexed ; and the Councillors when
sworn shall respectively eleet and appoint a Warden, Clerk
and Treasurer for their respective Municipalities, and such
Clerk and Treasurer (being one or wore persons as aforesaid) |
shall remain in office every year uutil the annual election or |
re-election of a Warden.

XI. No person shall be eligible as a Councillor for any |
Municipality in this Island, unless such person be resident |
within the Township, Town, Common, Royalty or Reserved |
Lands, for which sach person shall be elected ; nor unless |
such person be seized and possessed of frechold or leasehold
estate of the value of pounds, over and above all
charges and incumbrances affecting the same.

XIL All moneys voted by the Legislature for the build-
ing, erection, repair and improyement of roads, bridges,
whar{s and other public works, or purposes within the limits
of any Municipality, shall be paid into the hands of the

Xioad Correspondent for the tiwe being, who shall disburse

or suspended by the Lieutenant Governor, or other Adminis-
shall hold their appointments until the establishment of
the Island, and each Municipal Council in this Island shall

and may exercise all the powers, privileges and authority,

and amend the Laws relating to Statute Labor, and the ex-

of the following purposes, that is to say :

and for the appointment of Road Overseers for each Town-

| existing bridges, within the limits of each Municipality, as

jects for which the said Councils in their several Munici-

or more {it and proper persons to be Assessors in and for

aunually, and at a time to be appointed by each Municipal
dwelling houses, stores, mills, taverns, distiNeries or mercan-

and justly estimate and determine, as nearly as practicable,
the fair annual value of ali such buildings, as aforesaid, in
the possession of each particular person; and the said

sach estimate and determination, signed by such Assessors,
and verified by affidavit, in the form in the Schedule (C)
to this Act anvexed, and sworn before uny Justice of the

the annual value of all or any such buildings, as aforesaid,

and conclusive on the several persous therein named, an
owning or occupying the same; and the several rates or

sums therein specifi : -
said aeveral pex?stons shall, for the year in which such return levy the arrears of taxes and the costs by distress and sule of

Act annexed, marked (B), before the Warden or any one ¢

‘ised and empowered to administer the same.

liable to be assessed, shall be entitled to inspect such copy
when so forwarded to the Collector.,

XXI. All taxes and assessments to be imposed on lands
or buildings under the provisions of this Aect, shall be and
become due and payable on the first day of June in every
year, and the Warden of each Municipal Council shall, at
least one calendar month previous to the said first day of June,
cause an advertisement to be inserted in the Royal Gazette,
and notices to be posted up in the Municipality, calling for
the payment of such tax and asscssment into the hands of
the Collector who shall proceed forthwith to collect the same :
Provided, that if any person assessed as herein wmentioned,
shall refuse or neglect to pay his proportion of the tax or
assessment so determincd as aforesaid, the Collector may levy
the amount of such assessment on the goods or chattels of
the defaulter, by seizing the same, which goods and chiattels
shall be irrepleviable, and may be sold at auction by the Col-
lector after he has given atleast six days’ notice of such sale ;
and if any amount remain in the hands of such Collector,
after paying the sum so assessed, together with the amount
of expenses so incurred in seizing, advertising and selling the
same, and other incidental charges, such amount shall be paid
to the owner of the goods and ehattels, ;

XXTI. Any person so assessed, or his agent, may, within
six days after such return made as uforesai::fe give to the Col-
lector a written notice of his intention to appeal from the said
assessment, and such assessment shall be reviewed before the
proper Municipal Council in such way or manner and at such
time or times as the said Council may see fit, ten days notice
of such revision being given by the Clerk of the Council to
the appellant; provided that the decision of the Council on
such revision shall be final and conclusive.

XXIII. Any such estimate or return when made and re-
turned asrequired by this Act to the Clerks of the Munieipal
€ouncils, shall be binding and conclusive on the several per-
sons thercin pamed, and the several rates or sums therein
specified shall be the rates and sums which the several persons
shall, for the year in which such return is made, be respec-
tively liable to pay.

XXIV. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of every Muni-
cipality to keep books in which he shall enter the amount of
all taxes and assessments received, and the names of the
persons having paid the same; and also the amount of all
taxes unpaid, and the names of the persons liable to pay the
same, or the land and buildings, with a deseription thereof,
on which the same may be due, and he shall, on the first day
of August in every year; complete and balance his books, by
entering against each parcel of land the arrears, if any, due
at the last settlement, and the taxes of the preceding year
which way remain unpaid, and he shall ascertain and enter
therein the total amount of arrears, if any, chargeable upon
the land at that date.

XXYV. At the balance to be made on the first day of
August in every year, as aforesaid, if it chall appear that
there is any arrear of tax, due upon any parcel of land, the
Treasurer shail udd to the whole amount then due ten per
cent. thereon.

XXVI. Itshall be lawful for the Clerk, under the direction
of the Council, whenever there is sufficient distress on the
lands of non-residents in arrear for taxes, to issue a warrant,
under his hand and real, to a Collector of the Municipality,
who shall thereby be authorised to levy the amount due upon
any goods and chattels found upon the Jand, in manner as
directed in the section of this Act.

XXVII. Whenever a portion of the tax on any unoccupied
land has been due for three years, the Clerk of the Munici-
pality, under the direction of the Council, shall issue a
warrant, under his hand and seal, directed to the Sheriff of
the County, commanding him to levy upon the said lands for
the amount of arrears due thereon, with his costs; and after
the issuing of the warrrant the Treasurer shall receive no
payment on account of the sums contained in the warrant,
Provided always, that the Council of the Municipality may,
at their diseretion, direet that no such warrant shall issue to
the Sheriff until some portion of the arrears shall have been
| du¢ for such other period longer than three years, as the said
Council may, by bye-law, preseribe ; and also, that they may
direct such parcels of the laund only to be included in the
warrant as are chargeable with an arrear of tax excecding a
certain suw to be determined by such Council.

pay the said moneys to the order of the Councillor or
Councillors representing the particular Township, Town,
Roygalty or Common, or Reserved Lands, in which such
moneys are to be used and expended.

XIV. The present Road Commissioners, now in office
throughout the Island, unless in the meantime superseded

trator of the Government for the time being, in Qouucil,

Municipal Councils in the several Municipalities throughout

vested in Road Commissioners, by the Act of fourteenth
Victoria, chapter sixteen, intituled “an Aect to eonsolidate

penditure of public moncys on the Highways.”

XV. Each of the said Councils in the said Municipalitics
respectively, shall have power to make bye-laws for all or any

For colleeting all road rates, as now established by law,

sbip, Town, Common and Royalty and Reserved Lands, and
for the erection, preservation and repair of all such new or

shall not be under the charge of the Board of Works.

For the purciuase of such real property, situate within the
limits of such Municipality respectively, as may be required
for the use of the inhabitants thereof ; and for the sale of such
part or parts of the real property belonging to such Munici-
palities as may have ceased to be useful to the said in-
habitants.

For the superintendence and management of all property
belonging to the said Muuicipalities respectively.

For raising, assessing, ccllecting, suing for, levying and
appropriating such wonies as may be required for the support
of any indigent, infirm or helpless persons, resident in their
respective Municipalities; for the encouragement of agricul-
ture; for the payment of their own officers, and generally
for the purpose of carrying into effect all or any of the ob-

palities respectively are hereby empowered to muke bye-laws :
Provided such assessment shall not exceed the sum of five
shillings per bundred acres, on every hundred acres of land
in this Island, and in like proportion for any quantity of
Jand less than one hundred acres; nor one shilling and six-
pence for each Town Lot, Water Lot or Pasture Lot, not
having any buildings thereon liable otherwise to assessment
under this Act; nor for dwelling houses, stores, mills,
taverns, distilleries or mercantile establishments, not having
more than twelve acres of land attached thereto, the rate or
sum of' two-pence in the pound on the yearly value thereof.

For iwposing, determining and recovering reasonable
penalties to be recovered from such persons as having been
elected to office, as hereinbefore provided, shall refuse to serve
the same, or refuse and neglect to take and subscribe the oath
of office, or to attend at the meetings of Councillors after the
first or other clectious, as hereinbefore mentioned.

For determining the amount and manner,and time of
paywent of all salaries or other remuneration of officers, to
be appointed under the authority of this Aet.

For providing for any other matter, purpose or thing,
which shall be specially subjected to the direction and control
of the said Councils respectively, by any Act of the Legis-
lature of this Island : Provided always, that it shall not be
lawful for any such Ccuncil, as aforesaid, to impose, lay or
levy, any rate or assessment whatever, on apy lands or
tenements, goods or chattels, real or personal, belonging to
the Government of this Island, or on any land purchased
under the Land Purchase Act and unsold, or on any church,
chapel, school-house or other public building, or on any land
set apart or granted to the Indiaus.

For appointing Fence Viewers and erecting Pounds, and
for the preventing of running at large of horses, bulls, cattle,
geese and swine,

XVI. Each Municipal Council shall anuually appoint one
each Municipality ; and such Assessor or Assessors shall

Council, assess the owners, occupiers and proprietors, of all
buildings, situate in the several Municipalities, occupied as

XXVIIIL Immediately upon receipt of the warrant, the
Sheriff shall prepare a list of all the lands included thercin,
and the amount of arrears due on each parcel, and shall cause
the same to be published for the space of at least six months
in the Royal Gazette, which advertisement shall contain a

Assessors shall also, at the time named by the members of | Rotification, that unless the arrears be sooner pald,- h(la will
Couneil, deliver or cause to be delivered, to the Clerk of the ?l‘o\?ﬁ(’d:; sell at othe d(zou::{)c (/:‘):;:edl_li?l“i'c t:c;v ::&I;iu nl;e]?:.
J il, i iti ect detai ; or the taxes, on some s
Council, in writing, a correct detailed account and return of wl:ich A it bn mask tyh g w miodtid g 106 R Dbl
cation thereof; and he shall add to all the yrrears so published,
‘the proportionate shar s of the cost of publication, according
to their amounts respectively ; and the sheriff’ shall also post
a notice similar to the advertisement hereby required in some
couvenient and publie place in the Township, Town, Common,
Royalty or Island in which sach lands are situate, at least
three weeks before the time of sale.

XXIX. At any time after the receipt of the warrant, if
the sherifl shall have good reason to believe that there is
ed. shall be the rates or sums which the distress upon any parcel of land included therein, he shall

tile establishments, whereunto not more than twelve acres of
land are immediately attached, as aforesaid, and shall fairly

Peace in the Island,

XVII. Any such estimate, determination or return, of

when made and returned, as required by this Act, and lodged
with the Clerk of the respective Councils, shall be binding

is made, be respectively liable to pay, unless appealed from, any goods aud chattels found on the land, in the same mar-

as hereinafter provided for, and shall be recoverable as ner and subject to the same provisions as is required by the

section of this Act ; but no subsequent sale of any

KV'II[ “Yithin tén days afler his appoiﬂ“neﬂt, Cuch ‘such plroel of I.M by the Shel’iﬁ‘ sha“ l‘c held to h i"('gal

o 3. 1o thie O invalid, by reason of their having been any goods or
Assessor shdll take the oath prescribed in the Schedule to thx; ohatiall the:e{m before or at the:tiue o -Ve ik aed"thé

| sheriff having neglected to levy the tax by the distress and
sale of the same : Provided always, that on the sale of any
land under the provisions of this Act the sheriff shall at the
XI1X. Each Municipal Council may appoiat one or more  time of sale describe the said land as nearly as practicabla
Collectors in and for cach Municipality, which Collector or by metes and bounds. '

hercinafter meutioned.

the Councillors of the Municipality, who are hereby author-




