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THURLOW's first sensation at
sight of the schooner was one pure
relief. For a moment it seemed
to him that here was an easy
way out of his difficulties. The
arrival of a visitor from the out-
side world was the one thing that
would bring Strang to his senses,
and he foresaw a speedy collapse
of the trader's resistance to his
authority.

But hard upon the heels of this
comforting thought came a second
and less agreeable notion. What
was Captain Bowker doing back
here again so soon? He knew that
the Merry Maid was due to sail
straight to Brisbane from Suva,
and the captain had said that it
might be years before he wasein
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that the authorities had
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there the mistake in identity
would be exposed at once. And it
would not end there. He could
still plead loss of memory, but
they would leave no stone unturn-
ed to discover how he came to be
adrift in the Mauwaii's boat —
and the chances of his being ul-
timately connected with Noumea
would be enormously increased by
reason of the fact that so short
a time had elapsed since his es-
cape. But he was not the only one
to read impending disaster in this
visit,

Strang, too, had seen the end
of all things in the Merry Maid's
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appearance. Reasoning along the
same lines as had Thurlow, he
felt that it was only too likely
that the latter's .relief had arriv-
ed and he saw himself facing a
situation which would inevitabiy
be reported by Thurlow, he had
compromised himself badly by
instituting what was virtually an
act of rebellion against the Gov-
ernment representative.

A little rapid thinking had con»!
vinced him that there was no time
to lose if he was to repair this
latter disastrous error in tactics,!
but there was still a hope that
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aspect ol the situation if he moved
quickly.

He swung round on his heel
and looked back at the Residency.
Thurlow was still standing at the
window, and he made straight for
the verandah steps.

The latter glanced over his
#houlder and saw that M'fani had
vanished. He had not heard her
go, but he guessed that she must

have seen the trader and had left|

by the back of the house, fearing
to be found in his company at this

Juncture.

A moment later Strang appear-

to face him, his expression grim
and uncompromising.

“Here's friend Bowker looking in
on us again.” the trader announced
unnecessarily. “Come back for
some more of my whisky I sup-
pose.”

The unexpected friendliness of
his tone took Thurlow by surprise,
for he had not yet realised how
this  visit of the schooner had
struck the other, and he nodded
without speaking.

“He might have chosen a bet-
Iter time for it,” Strang went on

| with a half rueful smile. “But I

he could clear up that particulurled in the doorway and. he Lurnedgsuppose he thought he might as
. |

well take us in on his way back
to Brisbane.”

“You think so?” Thurlow ask-
ed dryly. He was beginning to un-
derstand what was in the trader's
mind now. “It's taking him a good
fortnight out of his way to call
here™

“I know,” Strang returned. “But
I told him there was nothing do- |
ing in the way of trade, so I|
can't see why else he should turn|
up here again so soon.”

“Can’t you?” Thurlow returhed !
grimly. He guessed that SLrang“
saw the red light and was now|
I making belated overtures of peace, |

3

but he .diliberately ignored the
fact. He stood to gain nothing by
compromising with him if his
successor was in fact aboard the
schooner. And if such was not the
case, then there was still no rea-
son for him to be in a hurry to
meet him halfway.

But Strang could not afford to
stand upon his dignity, and he af-
fected not to notice the rebuff.

(To be Continued)

One of the world's great ship
canals, the 16-mile canal from the
North Sea to Amsterdam was
opened in 1876.

FISH and CHIPS

From the frying pan to
your table. Free delivery on
orders of 50c or over.

Orders 10 A.M. until
Midnight.

Sundays also
JOHNNY'S FISH & CHIPS
PHONE 2873-J
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Radiant heat cooks Just like char-
coal in the separate ‘‘Bar-B-Kewer”
oven! Mmmmm, such flavor! With
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THE NEW RCA ESTATE RANGE AT ANY OF

starcling in design, so incomparable in performs
ance, it's years ahead of other ranges. No morg
“cooking by guess”.’
Less watching — less bending — less pan shifting,
Morte leisure . .. more delicious, nutritious, news
type meals for your familv{

Here are just a few of the features:

Flush-to-top griddle cover gives plenty of world
space, serves to keep cooked dishes warm, con«
ceals super-giant unit for pots up to 25 qts. it
size. Bake oven has insulated window, synchro«
nized heat units. Bar-B-Kewer oven gives new,
flavor to barbecued meats, broils steaks and chops
without smoke. Up-down electricooker doubles
as a deep-well cooker or as a 4th surface unit,
See this range at your dealer’s at once. Check every
feature mentioned here and learn about many
others. And remember, every RCA Estate Range
is backed by the quality that is a tradition with
every product offered by RCA Victor. '
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quickly and silently—in one opération |
See it at appliance, hardware, drug and
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