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The Diamond Coterie

By LAWRENCE WM. LYNCH
(E. M. Van Deventer)

Agthor of “A Woman's Crime,” “John Arthur’s Ward,” “The Lost
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Witness,”

“Raymond Vandyck, cte.

““My Friend—By coming to me, as
once on receipt of this note, you will do
me a great favor, and perhaps do one
who is your friend an essential service.
Come at once, to Yours in waiting,

“CONSTANCE WARDOUR."”

“There,’ said Ray, refolding the note;
“now what say you?"’

“That Miss Wardour’s commands are
to be obeyed; and-——as your horse is
stabled, and mine is at the door, you had
pest take mine and lose no time. Perhaps
you may be dismissed as speedily as you
arc summoned, and we may take our
drive after all. Go, go, my son;'’ and he
waved his hand theatrically.

“Thank you, Heath. You are a gener-
ous fellow; but don’'t leok for your red
roan steed until you see it back. I shall
place that and myself at Miss Wardour's
disposal. She shall find that she has sum-
moned no laggard knight."’

“Who talks of playing the knight to
Miss Constance Wardour’'s ‘fair ladye?’
Let him have a care!”” cried a gay voice
from the doorway. And turning their
eyes thither, they saw the dark, hand-
some face of Frank Lamotte.

A shade of annoyance crossed the face |

of young Vandyck, but he retorted in the - that I would be in a

‘ the confidence of another were I to make

same strain:—

“1 am that happy man. Stand aside,
gir. 1 go to cast myself and all my for-
tune at her feet.”’ Then, turning a
wicked look back at his friend in the big
chair, he cried, ‘' Heath, adieu! look your
last on the red roan steed. I may be go-
ing ‘O’er the hills and far away'—who
knows?"’

“You may be gone—""

“Deep into the dying day.”’

“That's the thought that distresses
me,”’ retorted the doctor. ‘‘But go, go,
egotist !’

With a laugh, and another backward
meaning glance av the doctor, young
Vandyck pocketed his note, took up his
hat, and murmuring a mocking- adieu in
the ear of yesung Lamotte, ran lightly
down the steps, and, a moment later, the
swift fall of hoofs told them he was off.

“What the deuce ails the fellow?'’ said
Lamotte, sourly, tossing his hat and
himself down upon the office divan.
‘“Prating like a school-boy about a sum-
mons from Miss Wardour.”’

““He means to get to Wardour Place
without loss of tiime, if one may judge
from the manner of his going. You
know,’’ smiling behind his hand, ‘‘Ray
is a prime favorite at Wardour.”’

“I did not know it,”’ returned La-
motte, sulkily. ‘Vandyck don’t seem to
realize that 1 have a prior claim, and
that his twaddle, therefore, only serves
to render him ridiculous.”

Clifford Heath dropped his hand from
hefore his face, and turned two stern,
searching eyes upon the young man.

“Have you a prior claim?’ he asked,
slowly.

For a second the eyes of Frank La-
motte were hidden by their long lashes;
then they were turned full upon the face
of his interlocutor, as their owner re-
plied firmly:—

‘I have.”’

* * . * - -

Raymond Vandyck lost no time on
his drive to Wardour Place; and before
he could frame any sort of reasonable
guess as to the possible meaning of Con-
stance’s note, he found himself im  her
very presence,

““Ah, Ruy!” she exclaimed, extending
a welcome hand, ‘““you are promptness
itself. T hardly dared hope to see you so
soon.”’

“I met your messenger on the road, as
I was riding in to keep an appointment
with Heath,”’ exclaimed Ray, ‘“‘but as I
was in company with Bradley, our new
neighbor, you know, I did not open the
note until I got to Heath's office. Then,
as your note was urgent, and Heath's
horse at the door, I took it, amd here I
am, very much at your service, Conny.”’

“And I don't know of another who
could be of service to 'me just now,
Ray,” she said, seriously; ‘“‘neither do I
know just how to make wuse of you.
Ray,” suddenly, “‘are you burdened with
a large amount of curiosity?"’

‘“About the average amount, I think."’

“Well! T am about to give that curi-
osity & severe test.’’

**Seriously, Conny, wunless your secret
concerns some one especially dear to me,
I can survive being kept in the dark.”

“And being made to work in the
dark?®”

‘“Yes, that too, under your orders, for
I know 1 should risk nothing in obeying
them."

“I should set you no dangerous or dis-
honorable task, of course, Ray."

“I am sure of that, Conny’; com-
mand me; don't hesitate.’’

But she did hesitate, not knowing just
how to tell hin that she was Doctor
Hf'uth's friend, in spite = of appearances,
without telling, or revealing dtherwise
How could she set the matter
before him, as she wished him to see it?

Seeing her hesitate, Ray unwittingly
‘came to the rescue, and Constance seized
upon ‘the idea he gave her, with hasty
eagerness, little thinking of ‘the results
that were to follow her implied deceit.

"I can’t feel too gratetul for your con-
fidence ut any price,”’ he said, laughing-
¥¥; “when 1 think how Lamotte glow-
;;“’d 8t me when he saw me ‘coming
t:l“;‘\ But, then, if rumor speaks the
t_“‘";tv“:\“(:p};fl_s aTight 'to be jealous, -ch,

T » - »
Here 'was o 'wiy out of her ‘dileramas:

{ And once more he misapplied her con-
i fursion.

i ‘““although I know a better man I would
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let Ray Imagine ner engagea to Frank
Lamotte, and he would not misconstrue
her interest in Doctor Heath; as for
Frank, he had been a suitor, and a most
troublesome one, for so long that she
thought nothing of appropriating him to
herself, as a matter of convenience, and
only for the moment, and she never
thought at all of the injury she might do
herself by this deception.

‘“Oh, yes!” she replied; ‘‘I have given
Frank the right to be as jealous as he
pleases.”” And the hot blood flamed into
her cheek, as she sdw how readily he had
taken her words as she had meant them
to be understood.

“Lamotte’s a lucky fellow,’’ said Ray,

like to see in his shoes. But we won't

quarrel over Frank. Is it him that I am

to serve?"’
“NO.”

she replied, coloring again.

Constance was silent and thoughtful
for a few moments, and then she came
directly to the point.

‘‘Some strange things have come to my
knowledge concerning Doctor Heath,
Ray. They have come in such a manner
measure violating

a statement in full, and yet—in some
way Doctor Heath must know that dan-
ger menances him.”’

“Ah!"" uttered Ray Vandyck,and Con-
stance, lifting her eyes to his face,
caught a fleeting look that caused
her to ask suddenly:—

‘“‘Ray, have you heard anything about
Doctor Heath? anything strange, I mean,
or unexpected?"’

““Why,’’ replied Ray, slowly. ‘I have
nothing very strange to relate, but—
Heath's encounter with Burrill a short
time since has made some talk.”’

“I don’t understand you.”’

‘““Then is it not about this affair that
you have sent for me?”’

‘‘Ray, explain yourself.
‘affair,” as you call it?"’

“Why, you see,”’ began Ray, plunging
into his recital after a fashion peculiar to
himself, ‘‘about a week ago, yes, it was
quite a week ago, on that stormy bluster-
ing Monday night, when sensible people
staid indoors, Heath, after the manner
of doctors, was straggling about that
lovely precinct known as Mill avenue,
trying to find the shortest way out after
paying a visit to some sick child, or wo-
man, I won't swear which; as 1 was say-
ing, he was on his way out of that
blessed avenue, when he heard screams
coming from the cottage he was passing.
It was the voice of a woman, and Heath
made for the house, and rushed in just
in time to see that latest addition to so-
ciety, Mr. John Burrill, in a state of
partial intoxication, raining blows about
the head and shoulders of the woman
who was once his wife. Heath rained one
blow upon him and he went down under
it.  Then he got up, not quite satisfied
and thirsting for more fight, and Heath
felled him once more.

‘It seems that the thing had been done
so rapidly, that Burrill had not had time
to get a fair look at the face of his assail-
ant; but the second time he scrambled to
his feet, Heath stood facing him full,
braced and ready, when, behold, Burrill,
after one look, turns as pale as a spectre,
utters a vell of fear, and dashes out of
the house like a madman. By this time
several people had come in, and the thin-
puzeled ghem not a little. Heath assert a
that he had never, to his knowledg ,
seen Burrill before; and yet there stoou
the fact of Burrill’s fright at sight of
him. Some believed it a case of mistaken
identity; others, that Heath was trying
to mislead them, and that he did know
Burrill. The affair became noised about
as such things will be, and some were
curious to see another meeting between
Heath and Burrill. And here comes the
queer part of the business. In his sober
moments, Burrill avoids Heath, and ean

What of this

not be brought to mention his name.
But when he gets a little too much on
board—beg pardon, Conny-—I mean,

somewhat intoxicated, he becomes very
loquacious; then he throws out strange
hints, and gives mysterious winks; states
that he could tell a tale about Heath that
would open everybody’s eyes. He talks of
‘borrowed plumage,’ and insinuates that
Heath would like to buy him off. He
says that he took to his heels because he
knew that Heath did not mean fair play,
ete. Finally, two or three evenings ago,
when Burrill was remarkably tipsy, and
therefore, unusually ripe for a combat
with any one, Heath and I, crossing the
street opposite Spring’'s Bank, encounter-
ed him coming toward us, surrounded by
a party of roughs. As we approached
them, Burrill,making some uncouth ges-
tures, came forward in advance of the
rest, and as he came opposite Heath,
leaned toward him and whispered a few
words in his ear. I don’t know what he
said, but the eflect on Heath was magi-
cal. For a moment he seemed staggered,
as if by a blow, and then he took the fel-
low by the throat, and shook him until

his teeth rattled; then loosed his hold
so suddenly that his man dropped to the |
ground. Heath by this time was a little |
cooler; he stooped over the prostrate man, |
took him by the collar, and fairly lifted
him to his feet, then he said:
“Understand this, fellow, I allow no |
man to interfere with my business. This
is only a4 sample of what will happen to
you if you ever try this dodge again;
keep my name off your tongue in public
and :rivate, if you want whole bones in

JVuis wAALy 3 tnen ae  tarcaed past the
whole astonished crowd, minding them
no more than if they were gnats. 1 fol-
lowed, of course, and said. as I came up
with Heath:—

‘ ‘Quite an adventure, upon my word;
you seem to possess a strange uattraction
for Burrill?’

‘“ “Burrill,” he exclaimed;
mischief is the fellow, Ray?’

‘who the

‘“ ‘He is Mr. Lamotte’'s son-in-law,’ I
answered.
‘* *Ah,” he mused; ‘so Jasper Lamotte

has married his dawghter to a black-
mailer;’ and after that, he said never a
word more on the subject. I had it in
my mind to tell him of the hints and
insinuations Burrill in his unguarded
moments was putting into circulation,
but his reticence closed my lips.”’

He paused, and looked to his auditor
for some comment, but she sat with her
eyes fixed upon the carpet, and a troubled
look on her face.

““Don’t think, Conny, that I am orne

of those who oconstrue this against
Heath,”’ said the loyal fellow. ‘‘He is the
best fellow in the world. The whole
thing, for me, lies in 2 nutshell. Heath
is not & man to disturb himself about his
neighbor’s concerns, and he don’t expect
his neighbors to interest themselves in
his. " This Burrill has picked up, some-
how, a little information; something
concerning Heath, or his past life, that
is not known to W—, and he is trying to
make capital of it. The secret in itself
may be a mere nothing, but Heath is the
first man to resent impertinences, and
the last man to make explanations. And
he’s right, too, especially under the pres-
ent eircumstances. I like him all the bet-
ter for his plack and his reticence; let
him keep his secrets; so long as he gives
me his friendship, I am quite content.”

Constance felt a thrill of satisfaction
and a return of courage, as she listened.
Here was a friend, loyal, enthusiastic,
not to be alienated by slander or suspi-
cion. She had known Ray from his child-
hood, and they had always been the best
of friends, but she had never admired
and honored him, pever valued his friend-
ship so much, as she did at this moment.

His enthusiasm was contagious; she
forgot all her fears of a personal nature
and became in an instant the true woman
and unselfish friend.

‘‘*Ah, Ray,” she exclaimed, lifting two
admiring gray eyes to meet his, ‘‘you
are a friend indeed! a friend to be proud
of; but tell me, did you hear nothing
more of DBurrill after that second en-
counter?’’

(To be Consinued.)

Sovereign Coca Wine is pleasant to take,
is certain and gratifying in its effects in
cases of loss of sieep and enervation.

FAVORITES FOR LONG YEARS.

For long vears Diamend Dyes have heen
the favor te tuwily dves in the Domenion
of Cavada; and although imitation packaye
dyes have been plentifully offered for sale
th-ir great inferiority 1o the *“Damord”
in Atrevgth, tastness, besuty of coler and
brilliavcy was known 10 the great majority
of women, and they were condemned aund
avoided bv a!l who valued good avd bright
colors. Na sensible women can aflurd to
rick her goods with poor dyes when the
*“Dismona™ is admittedly the world’s best.

A most imporiant point to remember is
thacthe E:amond Dyes cost no more than
the crude and common dyes sold by some
for the sake of large profis.

Ark your dealer for the “Diamond™; if
he values your trade he wiil be in a posi-
tion to supply you.

A GROWING HABIT,

You have no doubt heard men say that
they could regn ate their drirkiwg to a
mederate smount, bot this in ninety nive
cares out of a hundred proves a dismal
failure. The liquor habit growsand keeps
growing. It can be done without interfer-
ing with your business. Auti-Booze ia
put up in pill form and can be taken in
one’s food or drink. as it dissolves gnickly.
It builds up the sysitem and makes a
healtby man of a brokev-nerved drunkard.
It has proved snceesstul in  far advanced
cases, We will send a box 1 reaied plsin
wrapper on receipt ot 81.  Oriental Chem-
ical Co , 20 St. Alexis St., Movtreal.
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Baby’s
Own
Soap

IS NOT, as most soaps,
made from “soap fat,”
the refuse of the kitch-
en or the abattoir,

VEGETABLE OILS
supply the necessaryin-
gredients — one of the
reasons why it should
be used in nurseries
and for delicate skins.

F599

The Albert Toilet Soap Co., Mfrs.
Montreal.
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& steria, Tremors, St. Vitus’ Dance, Chorea

The Pig Came Back,

“I've heard often ot cats coming
back,’’ said a New Jerseyman, ‘‘but I
never but once heard of & pig’s coming
back.” This pig was sold on a farm to a
man from a neighboring village, who
put it in a covered basket, shut the lids
down tight end fastened them, put the
basket in a wagon and drove off down a
road that had sharp turns in it, so that
it was something like a pair of steps, te
the village, about half a mile away,
where he put the pig in a pen. This
was in the morning.

‘‘Running through the farmer’s land,
in some low ground down toward the
village, there was a brook, with a boggy
meadow on either side of it. Beyond
the brook the ground rose again, o that
the village was on higher ground, and
the farmer’s house and barns were on
bigher ground on his side.

‘“‘Standing by the house that after-
noon, and happening to lock down over
the wet meadows, the farmer saw some-
thing struggling over the bogs, some-
times on top of one, sometimes falling
down between, but keeping coming all
the time. It was the little pig that he
had sold in the morning. It had got out
of the pen in which it had been placed
in the village, and had somehow got
started in the right direction and got
clear of the village, had come down the
slope on the other side of the brook and
bad crossed the brook and foundered
through the bogs and was now making
straight for home., It was wet through
and covered with mud, but it got there
all right.

‘“This little pig had never been out of
its pen before, and how it found its way
back I never could understand.’’—New
York Saz.
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Aids
digestion
wonderfully
Adams’

Tutti
Frutti.

Save coupons inside of wrappers
for latest Rooks and Prizes. Some
dealers try to palm off imitations on
which they make more profit.

DR CLIF

treats Chronic Diseases by the Salisbury
method of persistent self-help in overcom-
ing past errors and Removing causes from
Catarrh, Bronchitis, Asthma,
Shortness of Breath, Pleurisy, Tuberculosis|
Consumption of Lungs or Bowels, Indiges
tion, Dyspepsia, Gastritis, Ulcer, Cancer,
Dropsy, Diarrhoea, Dyseatery, Constipa-
tion, Piles, Fissures, Fistula. Diseases o!
Heart— Valvular, Fatty Enlargement,
Palpitation. Of Liver—]aundice, Diabetes
Cirrhosis, ete.  Of Kidneys—AlLnminuria
Jright’s Discase, etc.  Of Spleen and
Jladder—Cuystitis.  Of the Blood —Anae-
mia, Chlorosis, Scroful:, Malaria, Rheu-
matism,Gout,SciaticaScurvy, Purpura. OfFe
male Organs— Inflammatons and Displace
ments of Womb,Ovaries, Bladder or Bow-
Menstrual irregularities of Sexua
Grgans. Of Nerves andSpine,—Nervous
Prostration, Sleeplessness. Decline, Hy-

Epilepsy, Convulsions, Paralysis, Loco
" motor Ataxia. Paralysis, Agitans, Soften-
L ing of Brain. Some forms of Insanity—
Dementia, Mania, Hypochondria, Melan
! chulia. Failure of Vision and Voice, Deaf
‘iness. Of Skin— Eczema, Salt Rheum,
{ Erysipelas, Syphilis. Tumors, Glandula.
Fatty, Fibroid, Uterine, Ovarian and Cang§
cer, Goitre, Cretinism, Obesity, Corpul-
ency. Drug and Liquor Habits—Opium,
Morphine, Chloral, Cocaine, Tobacco,
Stimulants. Of Bones and Joints—De
¢ formides, Curvatnres, and Pott’s Diseas
!nf Spine, Paralysis, Hip Disease, Knock-
i knee, Bow Legs, Club and Flat Foot, Wry
Neck, Rickets, Scrofula, Sore Legs, Var-
icose Ulcers, ete. Continuous iatelli’
gent treatinent insures Minimam of suffer-
1 1ng and Maximum of Cure,possible in eac
case. Avoid attempts unaided or under
blind leaders.

DR. CLIFT

£ Graduate of N Y University and the N Y
Hospital, 2)years’ practice in N Y City.
Diploma registered in U S and Canada

Address : - Charlottetown, P, E. L.

Oflice : —Victoria Row. Telephone Call.

Accommodations Reserved for patients
References on application.
94 —d&w 1yr.

AUCTION!

Valuable Building Lots on Upper
Prince St. & Malpeque Road.

I am instructed by the owners of this
valuable property to offer

. Fourteen Building Lots

by Auction on WEDNESDAY, 26th
MAY, at 11 o’cleck.

This is a rare opportunity for any one
desiring to purchase in the best and o=t
desirabie part of the city for private resi-
dence. Terms easy.

R. BEAIRSTO,

111 Tieod td Auctioneer

be conducted monthly dus-
ing 1897,

.
“Bicycies EACH MONTH.

‘25 Gold Watches

RULES. 1 Every month dur-

These Competitions will
ing 1897, in each of
will be

PRIZES—

10 Stearns’ two competitors who send

in the largest numbers of cou-
from the Mmin which

,L
$1,625

SECOND PRiZES—

EACH MONTH.

How TO
OBTAIN THEM, many *Sun

Wrappers as they collect. i
Cut off the top pon%g of each i
wWrap| :

ing the heading “SUN |
SGAE"  Theke (calied ~Cou:
Epn: ) are to be sent enclosed
the competitor
or her full name and address,

and the numbe
bonsoc 1 mber of coupons

Lever Bros. 1
Toronto, marked on the
wrapper (top left hand corner )|
with t.h_eur)mxlnher of the districtl]
competitor lives in. The di

tricts are as follows : -

Given
Away

EACH
MONTH IN @

BIC (.‘CLES,

AND WATCHES

UhSILIGHT

OAP

- WRAPPERS.

The

Competitor
to save &

light " Boapll

r—that portion con!

2. The competition will close
the last day of each month
during 1897, received
too late for one month’s com-
:eet;ttjn- will be put into the

Cou.

ith a sheet of paper on which

written his

“:. (b: tors '}? obtdi:
rom unso

dealer’s stock wil be disquali-

fied m ees of Messrs,

Lever Brom.oi,td.. and their

families are de! from

Ll com

4. A printed list of winners

comrtiwr'. district will be

;n competitors 21
days petition

Pf'!l&zmnld. to Messrs,
td., 23 Scott St.

NALME OF DisTRICY,
— —
Western Ontarle, conmeting of
Counties York, Sicncoe and all Counties
W. and S. of these. "

ed to
after each com
celebrated closes.

bicycles
£ S Steny oy f Stearus, mao

Y.. and Toronto, 0. Messrs. Lever Bros. Ld.,

Countics E. and N. of these. Ont. N. Y. teed by&ln'm endeavor to award the

8 Province of Quebes.

makers, and bas complete attachments, Prizes fairly to the best of

) their ability and ju t, but
3 4. Province of New ra ggm’ t wmulwtgg
’:’ B [rovines of Nova Sootia ani LZVER BROS., I.Tll.. award of Messrs. Lever Bros.,
Q 28 80OTT STREET, TORONTO, | Ltd., a8 final.
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ENGLISH
MIXED PAINT

FENNELL&CHANDLER

If you don't use all the paint, you ca®
close the package and save the remain-
der for further use,

For sale only by

e = o o ]

Free Corn! ¥ree Corn!

Farmers you will have corn free of duty now, but you still require

alarm bell to tell when the seed is running short.
sow with one horse aboat 8 acres per day.

implements to sow and clean it with.

QUEEN CORN PLANTER AND PERFECTION WEEDER.

Our Planter sows from 18 to 5L lbs. per acre, with an
A man can,

OUR PERFECTION WEEDER cleans 3 drills at once

and thoroughly takes the weeds out of corn, potatoe or turnip
patch; itis the best weeder yet made for root crops.
working guaranteed.

Perfect

Yeur inspection of these machines is desired as they are

something entirely new.

FINLAYSON & MCKINNON

TERLIZZICK'S CORNER

——

CHARLOTTETOWN

WHITE ROSE —Absolutely pure snow white scap.

WORKS

Nothing finer made.

SOAP

—

ROYAL QOAK Best Soap made for all laundry and family purposes. There

18 comtort 1n it8 nse,

SILVER BAR.—A Soap of wonderful cleansing and lasting properties cu

in pmuui hars,

DAINTY.—A har of good scourirg soap.
PRIZE BAR . —Adapted for general honsehold purposes,
A large quantity of pure Diamoed Potash and Lapthorne’s Royal Potash on hand

and 10 course of manufacture.
superior to imported lyes.
For tale everywhere.

They are indispensable to every household, -and are

Ch’town Soap Works.

JAMES D. LAPTHORNE & CO,,
PROPRIETORS.

YOU NEED
HOT WORRY
YOURSELF e

Victorias
Diamond
Jubilee

Will be
held this year,

about Lumber. We cah supply
you with anything in that line—
suitable—

prices and quality s and those who visit
prices to the hard times, and Ch'town this vear will
(luality___y()u’vp, heard of, not do themseglves justi(,'(‘,' i

1t no use to get they fail to get their Lunéhes g3

o - Victoria Cafe, and dnnk
is Thin as a vath. ; the health of Her
(Our laths are a good thickness.) Majesty the Queen
Running from one place to in a glass of Joy’s
another when you can get every- famous But-
thing you want at Barrett’s. termilk

We will be glad to sell you any-
thing from one board to a house.

JAMES BARRETT.
CONNOLLY’S WITARF

Joan P, Joy

VicToriA CAFE
Gt George St.....
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