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' THE GUARDIAN. CHARLOTTETOWN

THE BLACK GANG

Always heed persistent doubt.
Thus make sure what you're about.
—Blacky the Crow.

o When a number of people go
B about together, they often are cal-
led a gang. This is especially true

a4 when they are engaged in mischief
; of any kind. Excepting during the
nesting season, the Crow folk often

get together In flocks. They are

e what is called social-minded. That
' w, they like company, They like

; to share excitement. So it is that
| whenever one chances to discover

[ vomething exciting, a special call
! brings all the others within hear-
I

Ing. It is surprising how quickly
she black gang gets together.
The gang was getting together
now. Blacky and Mrs. Blacky were
[ n the top of a tall tree listening.
' The cawing of other Crows came
' %o them now from all directions.
p The members of the gang were
{ . salling to each other as they hur-
ried toward a distant place from
which was coming the special ocall
vhich meant something exciting.
“aAren't we going to see what it
Is all about?” asked Mrs. Blacky.
“Listen, my dear,”  replied
Rlacky. “Does that call sound quite
right to you?”
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Mre. Blacky listened for a
moment or two. “It seems all right
to me,” said she. “I don't know
whose voice it is, but it sounds all
right.”

“I don't know whose voice it is,
either. That is just the trouble.
I know the voices of all our folks
in the neighborhood, and that isn't
one of them,” sald Blacky.

By this time many of the black
gang were in the neighborhood
from which that call was coming.
They were flying in oircles, and
cawing as if they were trying to
caw their heads off. They certainly
were an excited lot, More were
hurrying to join them.

“It's an Owl!” exclaimed Mrs.
Blacky. “Maybe it's Hooty, or Mrs.
Hooty. Let's hurry over and join
the fun. Those Owls stole our nest,
and I would like to get even with
them.”

“Don't be in too much of a hurry,
my dear,” said Blacky. “I still feel
as if something isn't quite right.
Heeding doubts never gets one into
trouble. I stil have doubts.”

“That's silly!” said Mrs. Blacky.
“I'm going over there to see what
it's all about.” Before Blacky could
say another word she had spread
her wings and started off.

“T suppose it's all right, and I'm
foolish,” thought Blacky. “I really
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Now, there wasn't one of that
gang that alone would have dared
to attack that Owl

have no season for thinking any-
thing is wrong. I'll go over a littie
nearer anyway He spread his
black wings and flew after Mrs.
Blacky.

It was quite a distance over ‘to
the place where the gang was
gathered. Every two or three
minutes a new member joined the
gang, and the excitement increas-
ed. Such a racket as they were
making! They were flying about in
the most excited manner near a
clump of young evergreen t(rees
growing close together, but so far
not one had ventured very near.
Perhaps they were waiting until
the whole gang got there. It was
down in that clump of trees that
that call was coming from. Mrs.
Blacky storped in a tree half way
over to that clump. Blacky joined
her there.

“My dear,” said he, “don't be in
too much of a hurry. Let's watch
from here until we are sure that
things are as they seem to be. It
is a lot easier to fly into trouble
than to fly eut of it.”

All the gang had gathered now,
and there was no doubt as to what
they saw, or thought they saw.
Every one of the gang was scream-
ing, “Owl! Owl! Owl!" Blacky and
Mrs. Blacky flew just a little
rnearer. Yes, ‘there was an Owl
There was no doubt about it. It
was a big Owl, and it was perched
in one of those trees in that clump
from which that call had been
coming.

Now, there wasn't one of that
gang that alone would have dared
to attack that Owl. Numbers give
courage, and now the members of
the gang were working up their
courage to show how daring and
bold they were, It would be just
too bad for that Owl if all of those
Crows should attack him at the
same time. He didn't seem to be at
all afrald, He didn’t seem to be
at all disturbed. He didn’t move.
He just sat there waiting. He
didn't so much as roll his eyes.

“Funny,” muttered Blacky, talk-
ing to himseld. “Funny."
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Stimulating and delicious!

Contract Bridge

By Josephine Clubertson

S0’
DOUBLE-DUMMY?

In a great many cases the de-
clarer is not to be blamed for
losing a contract, even though he
could have made it by a different
line of play. That different line
may have involved ‘“double-
dummy” technique, and declarers
are not supposed to be olairvoyant.

Yet, in some hands the real
question is whether the winning
plan would or would not be truly
“double-dummyish” — and that is
the burning question in the follow
ing deal, :

East dealer.

King Of The Royal Mounted

by Suphen Besmger, .
Kng Frims Syadicam. Jor

Neither side vulnerable,
Fast-West 30 on score, YOU'LL STAND
BY THOSE FLOWERS AND

PRETEND YOU'RE

AKIOT
542
91076

32

9853
SAKQIS63

The bidding:

NOW, MIS5 DORIAN...IF

GOODNESS, T
TG NUMBER, NS, ; YES,

IN IS B M

MCCREEDY. T'M AFRAID | | SET DOW ; !

OKAY, LET'S SEE IF CAPTAIN
STONE IS TAKING IT IN,
THERE HE 5.,

MY ANKLE
ALMOST

West
34
49
Pass

‘Nortk
Pass
Dble.
Pass

South

Pass Pass

KNOBBY...TAKE A
GANDER AT WHO'S
ABOARD WIT' US,
SLIP'RY SHOMAN
v MSGONNIFFE Y

West was not happy oout let-
ting South play the hand at five
clubs, doubled or undoubled, but
he decided that persistence with
his own suits might be costly, for
all of his freak holding.

West opened the jack of hearts.
The queen won, and since declarer
felt that he could never return
to dummy, once he left it, he tried
to cash two .more heart ‘tricks
East, however, ruffed the third
heart, and that ended the matter
— South took only 10 tricks, and
vas down one.

It is not this writer's intention
to imply that South misplayed the
hand, nor to suggest that a better
line of play was readily available.
The fact remains, however, that
the contract could have been ful-
filled, and further, that in view
of the very revealing East-West
bidding, the winning line was not
nearly so double-dummyish as it
may appear.

That winning line was for South
to discard his spade ace on the
opening heart lead, won in dummy!
Now he could draw trumps, then
lead his spade eight ‘toward
dummy's Q-6. West would he “fix-
ed.” If he ducked, dummy's queen
would win immediately and de-
clarer would colleot two more
heart tricks; if West preferred to
put up the spade king, his next
lead, a spade or a heart, would put
dummy in for the same tricks.
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FER GOSH SAKES
IT 182 HE MUST
OF JUST GOT ON *

? " HAYA,  ~ HUH., YA Y BOOK DOWN, T
DE DOWN ANYWAY...
AN’ YA CAN'T READ
NOTHIN' BUT DOPE
HEETS &

Y  WELL, KNOBBY...
WHY DIDN'T YA 5AY
IT WAS YOU...5z GULP %

MISTAKE, TH'
SURE 1S GOOD T'SEE

NAMES ANDERSON..
HANS C, ANDERSON.|
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Li’l Abner

[ ?

By Al Capp

(—AK L.

g DO7 TOM
PI% AN’ LOOK AT IT ON TH’ WAY -
DOWN X — THEN ME ANSTH PITCHERLL
BE OUTA HER REACH %)

L JUMP OFF INTO

ﬁo (F‘éN‘T SHUT
WAN-?:&
FOU

s HANDS, Y WACCA PILATKA
" MACCARONY, WAS NOT A TRLE
"WELCOME ;

AN/

By Ruford

TAKE HIM HOME:-
SO 1 CAN GET MY
CAT TO COME DOWN {

| THOUGHT
M 7= YOU WERE
() L&5T, TIPPIE

HOW MANY TIMES
HAVE [ TOLD YOU TO
KEEP YOUR DO6 AT
HOME ! !-- CHASING
MY CAT UP_INTO
A TREEY

<

—
gy

The Canige Nutthes Adumy tervive, e

BOWLING LAST
NIGHT AND POKER
TONIGHT--1 HAVEN'T
SEEN MUCH OF
YOU LATELY/

AH-AH--DON'T USE
THAT TOWEL, HORACE /

| BUT, THAT'S
FOR MY
HUSBANP -

IT SAYS
"MIS"oNTT,
DOESN'T IT?

HERE'S THE TOWEL WE
KEEP FOR STRANGERS /

AGAN-JIG

FOR ONE THING

NOW PLEASE DON'T INTERRUPT ME
1665, AG I WAG SAYING --
WHEN I VIZITED MY MOTHER SHE
GAVE ME SOME GOOD ADVICEY
-~ GHE GAD I
SHOULD KEEP A CLOSER WATCH
ON YOU =~AND--

1D LIKE
TO -BUT

) ENING /
RNoRE o
MAGGIE - FOR
ONCE T AGREE

GUCCESS IF YOU
wou!
> TO YOUR BUSINESS -
AND rz:.:—/r:,/‘l
M N\— ;3"‘&[
) 8o
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PENNY

INOTICED JUST NOW THE )
GriRL B A MISTAKE OF

FROM THE STORE,
MRS, QUIBBLY.

HERE ARE YOUR THINGS

THANK
YOU, PENNY.

A DOLLAR IN YOUR CHANGE.
il CALL THE MANAGER,

tumeiwem /f
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