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Speech of Hon. P. Sinclair, and
Reply of Hon. G. W. Howlan.

Hon, P. Sixcrair said the hon. gentle-
man (Hon. Mr, Howlan) should bear in
mind that the revenue of the country to
which bo referred was teo millions a jyear,
aod that the cost of their railroad was but
a trifle over one year's revenue. But could
that hou. geantheman show him any country
that had embarked in a speculation which
exceeded in amount more than ten years” of
its apnual revenne? What the country
would bave to pay should first be clearly
aod distinetly laid down and placed before
the peop/e. The length of the road would
be at least 150 miles; then there was the
purchasing of the right-of-way, salaries of
commissioners, and the expense of survey,
which, with other contingencies, would, b2
felt persuaded, amount to a quarter of a
willion wore before the road would be com-
pleted. A good deal had been said about
the inercase 1n the reveunue, but nothing re-
speoting the increase of expenditure, which
that Hon. Commitiee knew always kept
pace with the inerease of receipta in the
Treasury. The road would cost, before it
would be finished, £7,000 a mile, which
would involve the cowntry in inextricable
debt and difficulties, and saddle a tax upon
the Colony, which wou!d amount to at least
£2 103, for each family in the Coleny.
The Hon, Leader of the Govercment said
there w.s a good deal of floatiag capital in
the coun'ry, which would become invested
o the railway; but, even admitting that
capitalists would invest, yet he was cou-
vinced that it would stsll eontioue to draw
at least £30,000 anou:lly out of the coun-
try. even though paym-'nt was made in the
first place by debentures, and the effect
would be felt by their merchaats in the dif-
ficulties which they would experience in
getting exchange to meet their bills. The
sailway ccheme, if proceeded with, would
leave the country in a worse position thaa
it was at present.

Hon, Mr, Howrax said the staple expart
ot Queensland was wool, yet 130,000 tons
of freight was carried upon their railway,
and 10,0000 passengers. Buat when that
Colody commenced her railroad, its revenue
was but £772,000 which, after the railway
was o operation, 800 increased to three
times what it was before that pericd. That
eountry could not have attained to her pre-
sent position without 3 railway., KEvery iu.
terest io Queensland benefitted by that en-
terprize. iiis hoa. friend (Hon P. 8)
should surely reeollees that much of the
money spent in the eonstruction of the road
would be expended in the country, and of
course wuuld be circulated among the pec-
ple.  The pro-percus eondition of their pec-
ple was evidcneed by the state of their
Savings' Baok. Their exports were in-
oreasing 1o such an extent that the balance
of trads was.becming every year greater
in favor of the Colony. Suppose, for in-

¢8tance. that a youog man, setting out in life,
was-off red a farm with sufficient capital to
give him a good start, at six per cent for
thirty years, would it be wise in him to re-
fuse it? He thought that no man of usual
energy would be wise in doing so, and the
esse in point, when applied to the couantry,
was presisely the same,

Hoo. I Smecsaiz, when speaking, for-
2ot tg draw the, sttemtion of that Hon.
Committee to a statement eontained in the
Year Book for 1871, which placed before
the public the financial ecndition of the rail-
road in ‘he Dominion. ©o page 191 he
foucd the following ;—¢ We subjoin our
usual tables of railway traffic, which are, in
wauny re-peo's, very imperfect. They are
compiled ‘rom the Goverument tables in the
Canada (azette, Several railroads seldom
or never send in returus to the Govern-
went ; ard those which do, make omissions
which mar the completeness of tbe infor-
mation, such ss the Grand Truok, the Si,
Jobu’s to Waterloo, the Montreal and Ver-
mont, the Provioce Line, and the N. Scotia
Raiiway, altbough it is under direct Gos-
ernment management,’”’ from which it ap-
peared that no reports had been sent in for
those roads, so that when the bhoa. member
for Tigui-h said that he ([on. P. 8,) had
to go back to 1867 for his information, he
was 10 error, as the extract he read was ia
the Year Book for 1871.

Hon. Mr, Howrix could assure the hon.
gentleman (the member for New London)
that for the last three years Reports of the
earuings s ud exneuses of the railroada io the
Lower Provinces bad been made.

Hon. J. C. Pope in answer to
arzuments against Railway.

Hon Leaper cr toe GoversMent thought
the Committee should bring the discussion
to a clese. He knew the bon. member for
New Lonlon was well read, tut regarded
the arguments he made use of as untenable,
To 8ay thut because no country of the same
extent ba! undertaken a work, the cost of
which woald so far exceed their revenue,
would apply if they parposed to uadertake
and build a road directly from the resources
of the Colony ; but, when such was not the
jitention, the srguments of the boo, geutle-
men did vot apply to the question at all.
Sappose b (Hon. Leader of the Govern-
ment) had no capital, and he wished to work
a firm, and £1,000 was offered to him at
six per cent for thir/} vears, would he not
be much better off by acecpting the offer
thano to epend his days plodd‘og aivig With-
yut means to turn his labor to a profitabie
sccount? He (Hoan. Leader of the Govern-
wen') belicved he would, and that he would
sct very foolishly indeed if he rejected it.
Was not the proposed mode of buildisg their
1ailway similar?  Moch money would
be thereby oirea'ated in the country, and as
woney made money, their people would
prolic by that operation, There was in that
oity and in the Banks large sums waiting
wmyostment, all of which would be put to
uso; and e believed that during the vexé
turce years—the probable time which it

would take to complete the road—that full
one-half the sum which the road would cost
would be epent in the country. They knew
that many farmers, who were situated so
that they cculd avail themselves of the ad-
vantages which were derived from the traf-
fic carried on by the means of the steam-
boats plying to their harbors, were growing
rich, and had no doubt but that many of
them would invest capitalin the undertak-
ing, and thereby retain among tbemselves
much of the interest which it was appre-
hended would go abroad. Men wisbing to
invest iovariably preferred Government
warrants to any other secarity and it would
bs the same with the Bonds which must be
given for the building of a railway. He
bad carefully considered the question, and
and firmly believed that mot more than
£12,000 would, in any one year, be drawn
from the Colony for interest; the balance
would remain in the country, and that, in-
stead of draining the resources of the Colony,
it would make money more plenty, and give
an impetus to the trade and industry of the
Coleny never before experienced; so that
be thought the hon, member for New
London, with all his acknowledged ability
and shrewdoess, would yet find that his cal-
cuiations were not reliable. He was amused
at the idea put forward during the debate
by his hon. colleague (Mr, Howat) who im-
agined that, by mecauns of the railway, 400
or 500 laborers might be added to the
number of votes im a distriet, and brought
forward to influence an election, and thus
be used by the Government as an engine for
political purposes. He believed his hon,
colleague wished to overthrow the Govern-
ment. (Laughter )

Mr., Howar —No, He did noi wish
anything of the kind, but would give it a
fair trial.

Hon. Leaver or tHE Goversmevt did
not dou't but that the building of a railway
would be the means of bringing more people
into the country, and of settling such of
the land still lying waste, but did not sup-
pose they could be used by any Government
for political purposes. As he did nct teel well
be was uuable to go into the question as fully
as be wished, but thought any hon. membes
would vote for the smendment would staltify
himself, becavse it contradicted itself by
asserting that it appreciated the advantages
of a railroad, yet opposed considering the
expedicacy of the undertakicg. Whea s
specilic proposition was brought dews, em-
bodying a princ'ple proposed 10 be adopted,
it would be time enough to submit such reso-
lution, but to introduce an awendment
which would prevent giving any consider-
ation to the subject, was ridiculous. The
hon. member for Bel!fact, and Lis hon Col-
league, would prefer subsidizing a Company
to haviog the work underiaken on the plan
proposed. He koew that guch bad been
done in some places, but the experience of
those countries where subsidies bad been so
given, was such that they did mot wish to
eontinue them ; on the contrary, it was be-
coming daily more apparent that such a
policy was oppcsed to the general interest of
the people. Home years ago, he (Hon.
Leader of the Gov’t.) did his best to induce
his hon. colleague (Mr, Howat), to aid bim
to endeavor te have steam communication
extended to Crapaud, but was anable to in-
duce him to lead him his icflucnce and as-
sistance.

Mz, Howar bad supported such & move-
ment.,

Hoa. Lzipzr oF TEE GOVERNMENT —
Yes! but not auti! after steamboat com-
munication ha¢ been extended there. But,
at-the time he referred to, the hon. gentle-
man would not support bim ia the proposal.
No deubt be bad done so since, but pot
then. To mew projects which were bere-
ficial to the country, the hon, gentlemar’s
suppert could only be had after they had
been introduced and found to succeed ; bat
he would not face the difficulties attending
their construction. He thought, when that
hon. Committee took into consideration the
fact that they were backing behind the age
in not having a railway, and that such
uodertakings improved the ecuntries where
they were established, and considercd the
state of their roads, the diffieulties attending
the transport of produce, with the many dis-
advantages attending their present state of
of affairs, not ove bon. geuntleman on that
Committee would oppese giving to the ques-
tion his earnest consideration,

Hon. Mr. Callbeck on the Cost of
Railroad.

Hon. Mr. CariBeck thought it was not
well to go to such extremes in considering
the question as he thought some hon. gentle-
men had gone, who bad already spokon. Tt
had been stated that the line would be 100
miles long, and that an offer had been made
¢ construct it at the rate of £5,00) per
mile, but nothing had been said about the
other expenses which must necessarily at-
tend the undertaking, which, in his (Mr,
(’s.) opinion, would come up ‘o at least
£1,8%00 a mile, which would be altogetber
outside the contract or land damage. Such
had been the result in other placcs, and he
saw no reason why the Committee should
suppose that euch should not be the case
also on this Island, for be, (Hon, Mr. C.)
believed the right of way would cost more
here than it had been in other places, inas-
much as the land had cost more, and was
also, taking it as a whole, more valuakle;
£0 that, when all the cost outside of the pro-
posed eost of building the road was included,
they mightset it down at £2 000 more per
mile. Adumittiag such to be the case, the
cost per mile woﬁd then be sbout £7 600,
and assuming the line when completed to
the points proposed to have it extended to,
would be one huudred and thirty miles,
thereby invo'ving the couatry in a debt of
£910 000, whicn would increase the public
debt to s x or seven times what it thea was.
He wes not, therefore, prepared to sanction
such an important uodertaking until he had
more ‘ime for cousidering the question.
But while thus expressing Ligself, h: meant
po reflection upoa the Government, but
would not. like to eee the matter pressed
forward too hastily. He believed the in-
terest which the debt of the proposed under-
taking would imp::e upon the country,
would be equal to the present receipts in
the Treasury. The impost receipts then
amounted to about £69,000, and their
whole revenue (not including the receipts at
the Land Offize) was sbout £30,000, aud

their probable indebtedness would be in-
creased to ten times the receipts of their
present annual revenue ; 80 that the annual
interest alone would come up to within
£15,000 or £20,000 of their present annu-
al net receipts in the Treasary, He made
these statcments because he thought that
hon. Committee should lcok at both sides of
the qucstion, and also, lest, if that para-
graph passed without opposition, the Gov-
ernment might consider it had a right to
commit the country to the undertaking.
But be (Hon. Mr. C.) doubted if the Com-
mittce would be justified in takiog a step
which would increase the debt of the Colony
seven‘old, without allowing the people an
opportunity to express their opinions there-
on,

Hoo. D. Davies would not support the
paragraph if he considered that it was not
non-committal, but quite agreed with the
hon member for Summerside, that no pru-
dent man would make an offer to cobstruct
any important work unless he knew what he
could do it for, nor did he suppose that the
company which wade the offer to which
reference had been made, did so without first
ascertaining from a reliable source what the
work could be done for.

Angus McMillan, Esq., not oppos-
ed to the principle of Rail-
roads.

Mr. McMiLean admitted that he was
not opposed to the principle of a Railroad,
nor did he suppose any man in the coantry
cou'd be found who was.  Every persoa
living in Charlottetown, and also those who
oceasionaly visited it, was in favor of side
walks, and would adwis that every street in
that City should have them., But while
that was the case, it was as true that not
one man in ten was willing to be taxed for
their construction, slthough, they would
readly admit how pleasant it would be to
have them.  Now if they could not afford
to vo'e money for the side wa'ke of the
streets of Charlottetown, he did not think
the eountry was able to afford to be so much
more heavily taxed for a railway, In his
(Mr, MoMillau’s) opinion, the most of
the electors were opposed to the undertaking,
although bLe did not doubt but that the
werchants and others, who expected to get
a slice of the profi's, were in favor of it.
Ee thought if the roads were macadamizad
tu withio eight or ten miles of the City of
Summerside and other marts of business, it
was all that was then required, and wassur-
prise] that any ove should speak about
bailding a railway before the line had been
curveyed. No prudent man would proceed
to wanage his private affairs in the same
way. He knew the hon member for Al-
barton (Hon. Mr. Howlan) had at one time
io bis (Mr. McMillan’s) hearing. expres-
sed biwself in oppositicn to Kailways. Bat
would ot blame any man for changing his
opiuion, providing he eould give satisfactory
reasons for that chamge. It had been
urgued that the price of produce would be
raised if they bad a railroad, but he alwaye
saw that when their were the iargest quao-
tities of produee in the market, that the
prices were regulated by the quantity in the
market, more than by the state of the roads,
What was then paid for carrying the in-
Jand mails, would be less than at present
had they a R:ilway, but not that which
would justifiy so costly an undertaking,
The distance from Caseampec to Georgetown,
would be about 120 wmiles, and if branch
lines were extended to Tignish end Souris,
it would be at least 20 miles more, and
when they took into account the purchase
of the road, the law, and other expeuses
which would come up in eonnection with the
work, it would be foutd that the estimate
of the hon, member for West River (Hon,
Mr. Calbeck) was not far below the mark,
He (Mr McMillan) was in favor of the
broad principle, and believed nine-:enths of
the people were ip favor of the principle
tco, but would nc‘)%go agaiost the views of
his friends or constutuents, as he did not
consider the time had arrived for commit-
ting the country to so costly an undertaking,
and if his coanstituents were not sati:fied
with him, they had but to say so, and he
would resign.

Speech of Honorable Mr. Brecken,
showing the influence of Rail-
roads in developing the re-
soarces of countries in which
they are constructed.

Hon. ArrorNey GENERAL would remind
that hon. Committee, that the paragraph
merely referred to the advisability of diz-
oussing the principle to which he thought
there could be no objection. It was general-
ly adwmitted that this was one of the most
prosperous Colonies in British America.
Now what were thcy going todo? Was
that hon. Committee going to say that the
country was £0 miseribly poor, that the
representations of the people dare not even
consider, or discuss the general principle
which the construction of a railway invol-
ed? If the Committes did so it would
pioclaim to the worid that this country was
far behind the age, and he would not hesi-
tate to say, that those who wou'd vote
against that paragraph woutd shew that
they bad no emergy. The Legislature bad
said, and the people had also said,that they
did not wish to be taken under the wings of
any country, but that they were prepared to
shoulder their own burden in order that
Prince Kdward Island might maintain its
present position.  He had listened to the
remarks of the bon. member for New Lon-
don (Hon Mr. Sinclair) with attestion, be-
cause many of the hon, member’s remarks,
were well worthy of being coosidered, But
did he (Hoo. Mr. Sinclair) in what he had
s21d, mean to hold up to that hon. Commit-
tee the idea that the publio men of Canada
made a great mistake, when they undertook
the eonstruction of a railway, and that their
error should be held up as a warniog to the
people of Prince Edward lsland* Did
the hon. member meus to say that the pub-
lic men of Canada, Nova Scotia and New
Brunewick, sacrificed the interest of tho:e
provizees by the construetion of those lines
of railways?

Hon. P. SiNcrarr meant to say that
judging from the statistics which bac_i been
published, it sppeared that those Railways
did not pay worzing expenses, and main-
tained that the Government shou'd first bave
had placed before them all the exponse like-

————

[10s. per annum.

Iy to be entailed by that undertaking before
bringing it to the notice of the country,
Nor did be believe that a railway would
be of to much advantage to the Island at
large as the hon. gentlemen seemed to
suppose, The experience of other eountries
went to shew that they promoted the in-
tercst of the eapital, while they injured
those of rising towns and villages, Nor
did he believe that Summerside would de-
rive those advantages from it which was
expected. To be comparing a large and
extensive eountry like Canada with Prince
Edward Istand was unfair.

Hon. Arry. GeNerarL was astonished to
hear the hon. member say that because a
railway would build up Charlottetown, that it
would vecessarily follow that it would injare
other places, as if it was possible for a
wealthy capital to grow up in an impoverish-
ed country. He (Hon. Atty. General) had
not compared this country to Canada; but
he wished to know if the hon. member held
tke action of the public men of Canada in
the matter of ruilways up for their disap-
probation?  Why the greater part of
Western Canada, before it had been pene-
trated by railways was, to a great extent, a
howling wilderness, He had travelied a
large part of it, and in going through a
splecdid and wealthy country, was told by a
gentleman who was with him, that before
the introduction of railroads in that part of
Canada, all that part of that magpificent
Province was nothing more than an asy'um
for ihe fugitives of justice. (Hear, and ap-
plause.) Those who argued that the road
should be built by a eompany which should
be subsidized by the Government, be thought
had not given to the question that general
consideration which they should, He (Hon,
Atly. General) believed it was wise to pre-
fit by the experience of other people, and
they who would take the trouble to lock
curefully into the matter would, he thought,
cowe to the conelusion that a great mistake
bad been made in Eogland when private
companies were allowed to have control ef
their railroads, nor was the time far distant
when the British Government would have to
buy them all out. Such also was the ex-
perience in otber countries; and surely it
wou'd be unwise to adopt a poliey whieb the
experience of others bad condemned, It
bad been already stated that on the road
leading frem Poiut da Chene to St. John,
00 per cent of the traffic was local, and
when such had beew the result aloug that
barren and sterile tract of eountry, surely
that Committee were justified in sssuming
that equally pleasing results wou!d be re-
alized on this Island among a much more
thrifty people, and where 2ll the land was
good. (yes, and applause) He addresscd
these remarks to those bonest anti-Confed-
erate hon, gentlemen in the Opposition, and
would ask them if they intended that the
people of this Island were to travel on con~
tinually in the mud? (No.) Why to do
eo would be to libel the country, and say,
Oh, those miserable Islanders, they will
have to do without a railroad (Laughter)
Such, in effect, would be what every man
would say who voted against the paragraph
in the Draft Address. He would reiterate
the fact that they who voted against that
paragraph would libel the eountry, asit was
not committal or binding that Committee to
agree to the building of a railway. Al-
though there were several who were then op-
posed to building a line of railway, yet be
was sure if a line should ever be built, three
years would not elapse from the time of its
constraction before the people, almost to a
man, would thank the men who introduced
it. Public men should inform themselves
upon a'l such matters, and use their in-
fluence in eodeavoring to lead public
opivion. If such a work should be urder-
taken it would be the duty of the Govern-
ment to sce that proper guarantees and pre-
cautions were taken so thut no advantage
by jobbery or otherwise should be allowed.
He thought the Leader of the Government
deserved the thauks of the country for bis
effurts in that important matier (Applause),

Hon. J. C. Pope, Angus Mac-
Millan, Esquire, Hon. Mr.
Brecken, Hon. B. Davies,
Hon. G. W. Howlan, re-
marks on various subjects, and
regarding Leadership of the
Liberal Party.

Hon, Leaper or tae Goversyent could
not refrain from offering a few remarks upon
the broad principle to which the hon,
member for Summerside (M-, McMillan)
bad referred, and was curprised to hear
that hon, member say that while be believed
ninc-tenths of the people were in favor of
the principle, yet he would oppose it because
his political friends were not in favor of it,
{Laughter) The opin‘on of the other hon,
member for Summerside (Mr. Lefurgy) was
much more sensible and worthy of a public
mao. The hon. member in effect, said, if
left alone he would support the measure,
but bis leaders would not permit him to do
go. He (Hon. Leader of the Government)
would like to kuow who the political leaders
of the hon. member were ?  Was tho chief
of those his hon, colleage (Mr. Howat)?
And did he keep his followers under such
subjection that they were not to turn their
head or cast their eyes in zny dirceiion
without his permission (Lauvghter),

Mr. MeMiLraN was under the icfluence
of his own judgment, and was guided alone
by what he believed to be the wishes of his
constitucnts, and if those who sent him
there were not satisfied, they bad but to say
s0, and he would readily resign.

Hon, Leavkr cF THE GovenNyent, —The
hon member had virtually stated thet he
would be guided only by the progressive
ideas of the hon. member for Tryon,
(Laugher) and would only say if othersdid
the same they would simply stultify them-
selves, as voling agaiust the paragraph
would deelare they were so opposed to the
measure that they would not admit that the
question should cven be considered.

Mr. McMiupay thought the Hon.
Leader of the Government had as much
reason to look to¢ some of his new found
friends as he had to be finding fault with
bim (Mr, McMillan). He (Mr. MoMillan)
believed that the Hon. Leader of the Gov-
eroment and the Hoo, Mr. Howlan bad
heen leagueing together to break up the
Liberal Party more than two years ago.
He foand that that party could ot depend

upon that hon. member, and as he saw mo
man in his party who he thought qual fied
to make as good a Leader as he (Mr. Mc-
S!illln) wou'd like to have, had last year, of
his own accord, spoken to the Hon, Atty.
ngenl (Mr. Brecken) who he wished to
Join them and become their leader, but
that gentleman, he regretted to say, had
declived. He had no coufidence in the
hon, member for Tignish ; nor did he when
he spoke to the Hon. Attorney General do
%0 by the request of others, but on his own
responsibility. He believed the majority
of the people on Lot 17 were opposed to a
reilway while the most of those in Summer-
side were in favor of it.

Hod. A#ronney Gexerav bad great res-
pest for the hon. member, but when be
apoke 6 him (Hon. Atty, General) he
did 86t see any valid reason why he
should separate himself from bis political
friende: The conversation was private and
confidential, and would not bave been re-
ferred fo had not the hon. member broughs
it up himself. The respounsibility attend-
ing the po:ition of the leader of a political
party was much greater than he (Hon. Atty.
General) wonld wish to undertake,

Hon. Mr. HowraN was surprised at some
of the statements of the hon, member for
Summerside, and surprised that he censured
him for joining with the Leader of the Gov-
ernment, 1f the hon, gentleman had no
confidence in him (Hon, Mr. How!an) how
came he to vote in caucus last session, in
favor of Wi (Hon. Mr. Howlan) as leader
of their party, on the floor of that House.
He had not sought the honor, and believed
the reason why he was appointed was be-
couse they considered him the best qualified
for the position, of any they then had in
their ranks,  But that hoo, member told
the Committee the reason why he went to
the hon. Att’y. General, was because he had
more coufidence in the hon, Att’y General,
than be bad in him (Hoo, Mr, Howlan)
well be could but eay that he was off the
Island when the party choose him for lead-
er,that he had not sought bunor,acd thought
the bon. member showed that he was rather
green, when he made such aproposul to the
hon.Att’y. General,bat found that the gentle-
men was not quite so green as he sapposed
he wae, (Laugher).

Hon, B. Davies would remind the hon,
member for Alberton, that be bad not been
chosen leader of the Liberal party in that
end of the building on occount of Lis abili-
ties, so much as cut of compliments to the
other Catbolic gentlemen with whom they
then acted. Nor were they as deficient of
men as well qualified to lead, as was the hon,
gentleman.  The had the Hon, Mr, Laird
and the Hon, P, Sinclair, either of whom
eould have filled tbat position as well as
the bon. member,and he (Hon. Mr. Davies)
regretted that the hon. member for Alber-
ton had not been as true to his prineciples
a¢ was those hon. members whom he had
named,

Mr. McMiruan did not find fault with
the hon. member for associating with the
Hon. Leader of the Government. He (Mr,
MecMillan) was on as friendly business
terms with the hon. Leader as be supposed
the hon. member was. Nor did he think
tbat he did anything wrong when he (Mr.
McM.) made, on his own responsibilty, the
proposal be did to the Hon, Attorney Gen-
eral. He (Mr. McMillan) never sought for
nor held a Government office. True, he
bad been made a Justice of the Peace, and
that was the only office he had or cared for,

Hon. Luaper o ToE GOVERNMENT was
glad the hon. member had not been able to
seduce the bon. member (the Hon. Attorney
General) from his alleglance to his party,
votwithstanding the shrewd and wily ap-
proaches of the hon. member. [Laughter.}

Hon. Mr. HowraN.—The hon. m:mber
for Summerside seemwed to think it would
have been quite rizht fer the Hon, Attor-
ney General to haye ehanged sides, and gone
over with the hon, member, but what would
have been right in the hon. member for
Chariottetown, was very wrong for him
(Hw. Mr. H.) to co. He would, in reply
1o nis hon friend (Hon. B Davies) merely
say, that he [Hoo. Mr. Howlan] was not
chosen L:ader last session, because he was
s member of the Catholie Chureh, but for
the reasons he had before stated, Had
the hon, member himself been deemed cap-
ab'e for the position, be wou!d have been
appointed.

John Lefurgy, Esquire, on the
opinions of his censtituents,
most of them in favor of the
undertaking.

Mr. Levurey thought it was due to his
constituents to state, that he believed the
majority of them were not opposed to a rail-
road. He had taken some trouble to ascer-
tain their opinion, and felt that such was
the case. He represented an electeral
district, and would be always glad to consult
the wishes of his friends, and do what he
could to pron:ote the interests of the district
he represented, but would not wish to forget
that he had also to cast a vote upon measures
which effected the interests of the whole Is-
land, and would, in the discharge of his
public duties, endeavor to act upon his own
oonvictions, while he would also endeaver,
in so far as he consistently could, to respect
those of others. In the Linkletter settle-
meot they might be opposed to a railroad,
because their situation g:ve them the advan-
tage of the Summerside market, but other
portions of the district, he believed, were
mostly in favorof the underteking, of whioh,
he thought, pretty good evidence was ob-
tained at the public mecting held to consider
the subject in Summerside. The paragraph
would not commit them to the building of
the road,and he could not see why any hon,
gentleman could cousistently vote against
1t,

Donald Cameron, Esq , argument
in favor of Railroads in this
Island, value of the land held
by actual settlers will only be

increased.

Mr. CamERON remarked that the facilities
for the shipment acd transportation referred
to in the paragraph were of vital importasce
to the people of the Island, and hoped the
Governmeat would procure a steam dredg-
ing machine for the improvemsat of their

barbors and rivers, It was well known
that, in maoy of these mud and sand often
accumulated, to the detriment of their trade.
It was therefore absolutely necessary to
have toe harbors well dredged. The con-
struction of wharfs and break waters was also
indispensably necessary in some parts ol the
Island, This would apply to New London,
and the northern end of the distriot be re-
presented, where sand bare offered consider-
able obstruction to navigation, The people
in those paris were therefore entitled to dae
e&:idoutioah.‘d No hos, member of the
mittee en agaiost the general
principle of nsg:lklmdmh‘.nn the bon.
member for Tryon (Mr, Howat) who held
strong, and somewhat eccentrio views om
some questions, had not opposed it on certain
conditions, He believed many advantages
would arise from baving & railway construct-
ed through the Island. It would tend to
equalize prices in all parts of the Island, so
that those who were now obliged to dispose
of their productions at a low figure, could
avail themselves of the best markets, The
people in the intericr of the country were
particularly anxious forit, They regarded
it a grievance to be taxed for improvements
in other parts of the Island, from whieh,
owing to their position, they derived little
or no benefit. Others, kowever, who either
had faculities for communieation, or believ-
ed the railway would not be of immediate
beuefit to them, were opposed to it. Like
some other parts of the Island, there was
a difference of opinion in the district he had
the bonor to represent. It was vo doubt a
heavy undertaking, and the people there-
fore should be allowed to consider the ques-
tion in all its bearings, before immediate
action should be taken. He admitted that
& railway would not do away with the ne-
cessity of our ccmmon turnpike reads, which
would still kave to be kept up. Yet, he
believed a railway would greatly diminish
the traffic om those, and, conscquently,
lessen the expenditare for keeping them W
repair. He could not agree with all bhe
a'gumente advanced agaiust the railway, and
had yet to learn that it would enbaroe the
proprietors’ interest in their estates, par
ticularly where long leases were given. Ail
the proprietors could claim in such cases
was the reut which they received at present.
The value of land eould therefore be in-
oreased only to the tepantry or actual
settlers, avd proprietore, it disposed to sell
at ail, woald find it necessary to accept &
sum somewhat equivalent to the rent the,
received, and they, the Legislature, o
B0 mor? now thun then, compel them to
accept any other. He (Mr, Cameron) was,
bowever, very anxious to see the leasehold
system abolished, and hoped that auy estate
that might appear in the market, on reason-
able terws, would be secured by the Govero-
ment, Many were of opinion that before
deciding the question of a railway, a survey
should be made, the line located, and nn

- estimate of the cost laid before the people.

The purchace of the right of way would form
an item of cost. The number of miles over
which the line would extend also, was not
well detined, and would necessarily depend
on the course followed. The offer made to
the Goveroment to finish the road, with
rolling-stcek, stations and feneing, for £5,-
00 per wile, was certainly much below the
eost of railways in other eountries, If the
Government wou'd firet confine themselves
to extendiog it from Charlottetown to Sum-
mersideand Georgetown, for an experiment,
ihe burden would not be so beavy. A line
of communicatiol wonld thus be formed bs-
tween the Island and the Provinees of New
Brunswick and Nova Seotia, connecting by
steamer the terminus of the railway in
Shediac to theirs in Summerside, and Picton
to Georgeiown.. . And as the harbor in the
latter place, was open some months later in
the fall, and esrlier in the spring, than any
other in the lsland, the importance of con-
necting that port with the rest of the Island,
would thus be manifest to ali, The advar-
tages of Georgetown barbor weuld thus be
made available to people in distant parts of
the Island—advautages which lasted nearly
the who'e year round. P. F, Island wou'd
thus becowe a public highway for the people
of the neighboring Provinces and the United
States, who in their tours through it would
speud large sums of money, besidca being
consumers ¢f dutiable goods, while remain-
ing, which would largely inerease the
revenme. He did pot apprehend that any
constituency would be in danger of bein
gwamped or out-voted by laborers importes
by railway contractors, though the hoo.
member for Tryon appeared so much alarm-
ed on that score. The construction of the
work would give employment to their young
men, many of whom, under present eircum-
stances, were yearly leaviog the Island, for
the United States and British Provinces,
where greater inducements were cffered,
e (Mr. Camercn) was opposed, however,
to forcing a question of such maguitude on
the people, wi:bout their sanction, aod
thought no violence should be dose to their
feelings by taking any uondue advantage of
them,

Amendment of Hon. B. Davies,
and the Division on the Ques-
tion,

Hon. B. Davics moved the following amend-
ment to the i3th paragraph, ¢* But whilo
duly appreciating the advaniages Of a rail-
roed, we consider the resources of the Colony
inadequate to the undertaking, and that in
no case should such a proposition be adopted
without tubmitting ii to the people at tte
polis.” For the amendment, Hon. Mr, B.
Davies, Callbeck, Sivclair, Mr. Howatt, Mac-
Miliap, MacNeill, Hooper, (¥). Agaiost it,
Hon. Mr. Pope, Owen, Howlan, Duncan, D.
Davies, Perry, McEachern, Atty. General, Mr.
Maoro, A C. McDonald, Beer, Arsenault,
Lefurgy, Beer, Cameron. (15).

Messrs. MeNeill and Hon. P, Sinclair
severally moved an ameadment which wase
lost on the same division.

House adjourned until Monday. G.

Moxna¥, Feb. 27.

Mr. A. C. McDonald from the Committee
appointed to wait upon His Henor the
Lieut. Governor to ascertain when he would
receive the Address in answer to the Speech
at the opening of the Houre, anuounced that
His Honor would receive it at 4§ o’clock, ia
the Legislative Library. Hon. Atty. General
reported from the Committee on expiring
laws. Report committed:

A Bill to continue sgme Aots about 9 ex-
pire read lst time,
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