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o Immortal Bard

Burns is honoured neither as a succoss-:
ful farmer nor as a pillar of society. His
failures in both fields are indeed well|
known. It is as a poet and writer of songs!
that he has captured the hearts of Scots-“
men of all ages and of many who without |
him would know Scotland only as a geo-,
graphical area. i

He sang of that elder Scotland, express-
ing all that was virile and spirited in thei
hiétor_v and character of the nation that
was going down in a blaze of glory to the |
music of his songs. To his countrymen
Burns left a priceless heritage of a song-|
craft unequalled in  the lyric history of
mankind. |

Every emotion from the whisper of love,
to the clarion call of war has been por-!
trayed by his genius. Combining an almost |
rustic simplicity with  lofty genius  he|
achieved an almost perfect mastery of his
medium and showed a swift and penetrat- |
ing intuition for detecting both the nobility '
and baseness of mankind.

Much of .his work consisted of taking|
older or traditional songs and legends and
creating from them poetic masterpieces but
in addition there is much that is new in his|
works. Nothing apparently, old or new, !
escaped the searchlight of his poetic vision. |
He saw in things commonplace a beauty
and significance which he was able by the |
magic of language to convey to young and|
old, simple and learned.

Scotsmen and Sassenach alike honour the
memory of one who gave mankind a f'meri
and greater picture of itself, one who in
singing of his country, touches the hearts’
of people of every nation.

oOfficial Tribute

Officlal recognition of the work of the:
Women's Institutes is given in the monthly!
magazine of the Department of Health and |
Welfare. It comes in an article by Mr. J.|
R. Kidd, director of the Canadian Associa- |
tion for Adult Education. Mr. Kidd re- |
minds his readers that doctors and departs
ments of health “have a great many more,
allies than they sometimes suppose,” and
he explains:

“The adult
in remarkable

education forces have grown |
fashion in the past two’
decades, even though their budgets have
never greatly exceeded the annual bill for |
bubble-gum. The most famous example, on|
many counts, is the origin of the Women';&?
Institutes. Here is the case of one institu-|
tion that has developed in Canada an:l!
spread all round the world, in the face of
the usual flow of influence by which Can-/
ada has borrowed from Britain, France or
the United States.

“It all started with a small group of
women in one community who were con-
cerned about the health and safety of their
children. One can imagine that at the
earliest stage an unwise doctor might have
chilled and deflated the group by telling
them to look after their family and homes,
that matters of public health were not for
ignorant women but only for well-educated
specialists. Instead they received enougn
encouragement in their carly campaigns
that their institute was well-established and
soon the idea spread and spread.

“Organized farm women continue to be
one of the best channels for health
education.”

This tribute, comments the Otiawa Jour-
nal, is no new discovery; but it is good to|
have it on the departmental record. Mcm-‘
bers of Women's Institutes will value and|
appreciate this generous tribute to the im-|
portance of their movement here and else-!
where. i

An Experiment Which Failed |

The report that most of the Provincial‘
Departments of Education have ]owered\
standards for entrance to teacher training!
schools will not be received with. much en- |
thusiasm by anyone who is interested in/
the Canadian school situation. The reason
for the retrograde step is; of course, per-
fectly clear. For some years there has been
a- serious shortage of teachers and it was
felt that a little less stress on academic at-
tainments might help to lead more young
people Into the profession. The argument
—a plausible one on the surface—-was that
mmﬁted and half-trained teacher

W'4 r none at all. It was an ex-
t born of desperation; it was not

to establish a permanent normal

‘policy. Once the many vacant

‘

[ .
schools were filled it would be a simple
thing to revert to the old standards or even
introduce higher ones.

The best test of an experiment of any
kind is whether or not it works satisfactor-
ily. This one, apparently, has failed badly.
No general increase in the number of nor-
mal school applicants has been noted; on
the contrary, according to such figures as
are available, the over-all picture is less
bright than it has been for some time. Only
in the few schools where standard was not
sacrificed to expedigney has there been any
noticeable’ improvement in the enrollment
situation.

Evidence that higher standards attract
more prospective teachers is apparent in
Alberta, where an increased enrolment is
reported in a new two-year training course.
Similarly, the School for Teachers at Mac-
donald Collage is gratified by the results of.‘
stiffening its entrance requirements and
improving upon its courses. It works close-
ly with McGill University, and staff mem-
bers are exchanged. Total attendance in
all four years of its program has recently
doubled, and the rise in the numbers tak-
ing a two-year course has been greater
than in the numbers of those training for
one year only.

If a good academic grounding is neces-
sary to training in law, medicine, engineer-
ing, and all the other useful professions, it
is hard to believe that it can be dispensed
with in the work of teaching which certain-
ly is as important as any of the others.
There are many ways in which the teach-!
ing profession might be made more attrac-

tive to young people of promise, but, sure- |,

ly, beckoning prospective teachers in by the
back door is not one of them. |

EDITORIAL NOTES

The increase in membership of the In-
come Tax Appeal Board from three to four
results from “a major increase in income
tax appeal cases.” The larger number of
appeals presumably reflects both higher in-
comes and, to a greater extent, the numer-
ous tax changes which require clarification.

* L] L

The number of Orders-in-Council passed
in 1953 was less than half that of the
previous year, Prime Minister St.-Laurent
informed the House in reply to a question.
It is to be hoped that this represents the
beginning of a new trend but considering
the ever-widening field of government activ-
ity the probabilities are against it.

L L *

William Somerset Maugham, English
novelist and playwright, was born this date
1874. Born in Paris, he was educated in
England and Germany. He studied medi-
cine but in 1897 published his first novel,
“Liza of Lambeth” and its success and
that of its successor, won him to literature.

. - *

The Navy's magazine “Crowsnest” notes
that when H. M. C. S. Gaspe was commis-
sioned recently the White Ensign used for
the ceremony was that of H.M.S. Sidmouth,
the Bangor class minesweeper which was
Jead ship in the historic raid on Dieppe in
August, 1942. It was loaned for the occas-
jon by the Maritime Museum at Halifax.

. L] *

There have always been titled families

who have fallen on evil days. At various

" periods their number was increased by the
| vagaries of political success.

For several
generations in Britain the tax structure has
been designed to eliminate the financial
basis of class distinctions. In such circum-
stances a title is a burden rather than an

asset. '

. .
The president of the Canadian Ship-
owners Association considers it a strange

anomaly that Canada should spend heavily

"in rebuilding the Navy “for the sole pur-

pose of defending foreign shipping.” Thé
point seems well taken. If it is worth pro-
tecting shipping against an enemy in war-
time it is presumably worth taking steps
to assure its existence in case of war.

L L] -

More office employees than farmers is
the state of affairs today, laments the St.
Thomas Times-Journal, “These ‘paper hand-
lers’ are members of the ever-increasing
tribe of officc employees whose gods are
carbon paper and the duplicating machine,
and whose altar is the typewriter ;.. An

| expert on office practices and habits in the

U. S. points out that 95% of carbon paper
work turned out by industry is never refer-

red to again.”
L] .

Bacteria are being put to work for the

farmer, according to “News from Britain.”
“Fertosan”, a bacteria whose formula is

still on the secret list, has been produced |Had

by Mr. George Dawson, a school teacher.
Harmless to human beings, animals, and
everything except dead plant life, it is be-
ing marketed by a Wolverhampton firm at
a rate of 500,000 packets yearly, 35 per
cent of which is going to Canada and the
United States. A pinch of the preparation
added to water is capable of turning a ton
of waste vegetable matter into a .first class

compost within a matter of weeks.

)

-

Good Clear Stretch Ahead

|

|
|
|
|

PUBLIC FORUM

This column Is open to the
dis 1 y correspondent
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
fly endorse the opinion of
correspondents. .

A TRIBUTE
8ir,—{The guests of Sunset
Lodge were saddened on hearing

of the death at the P. E. I. Hos-
pital on Jan. 20, 1054, of Mrs.
(Rev.) H. A. Brown, whom to know
was to love. With her late hus-
band she served many years first
in the Methodist and later in
the United Church, ably assisting
him with her outstanding musical
talents and her loving kindness
toward all with whom she came
in contact. We who were priv-
ileged to have her as a guest with
us for the last few weeks of her
sojourn im this life, will carry
her memory in our hearts until
“by His Grace” we will meet her
in “the place of Many Mansions”
as a ray of sunshine in our lives.
I am, Sir, etc.,
CHRISTINA CARRIER
“Sunset Lodge”,
Charlottetown.

WINTER ROADS

Sir,—It has been proposed by
two of your readers, that cars
and trucks be laid up during the
winter months, and that govern-
ment snow ploughs discontinue
attempts to keep the country
highways open during the win-
ter months.

Aside from the conslderable
amount of business which is con-
ducted via our main highways,
and which gives considerable em-
ployment during the winter, it is
essential that. highways be
open if at all possible so that the
sick and emergency hospital
cases can be looked after. oOur
country doctors have much to
contend with during the
months, and if snow clearance on
the country roads was enirely
abandoned .their difficulties would
be even greater than at present.
However, the day will come when
main highways and our im-

our

proved ‘secondary roads will  be
made passable throughout the
winter.

Perhaps the two gentlemen

who object to government snow
ploughs have a pla.. whereby the
large amount of produce which is
moved during the winter months
by truck, could be handled as
quickly as it is at present because
our main country roads are
ploughed.

Snow clearing equipment is im-
proving, and will improve far be-
yond that in use today. Those
who hanker after the good old
horse and buggy days, can live
in the past if they wish, but the
Island sooner or later will  keep
pace with the rest of the world
and go forward not backward.

1 am, Sir, e0,c..1

T
Poets (owver

T0 ROBERT BURNS

Had we (wo met, blithe-hearted
Burns,

Though water is my daily drink,

May God forgive me, but I think

We should have roared our toasts
by turns.

Inquisitive Jow whispering cares
found no room in either pale,
Until I asked thee, rather late,
s there a hand-rail to the stairs?

—Walter Savage Landor.

wmter'

Robert

“Our monarch’'s hindmost year

but ane

Was five and twenty days be-
gun,

Twas then a blast o Janwar

win’
Blew hansel in on Robin.”

The monarch referred to here
is of course, George the Second,
who died in the year 1760, the year|
after the birth of Scotland’s na-
tional bard, Robert Burns. His
place of birth was tiny thatched
cottage in Alloway, about two
miles from the town of Ayr, and
now an international shrine. His
works have been translated into
many languages, and on the 25th
day of each January, Scots all over
the world foregather to toast the
‘Immortal Memory’.

Volumes have been written on
the poet and his work, but the
man himself remains something of
an enigma, yet all unite in prais-
ing his literary efforts. Burns the
man has been exalted and cast
down, praised and blamed, excused
and accused, but the truth doubt-
less lies betwixt the two. Burns
was not the. perfect man not even
the perfect poet, but he never
claimed to be. Neither was he
completely profligate.

Therefore, while he connot be
held up as an example of moral
exactitude, it is well to bear in
mind that very few of us could
bear the spotlight of public in-
quiry. 8o let himy who is perfect
'cast the first stone.

.o

In order to form an opinion, let
alone a judgment on Burns, it 1s|

kept| necessary that we should take A& Robert and Gilbert took over the

|glimpse at the man himself, his|
1Iamlly. and his environment In
| eighteenth century Scotland. |

His Father was William Burnes
«The ‘¢’ was later drcpped [rom
'the name), farmer, gardener and
nurseryman, who came from the
North-East of Scotland, and his
ancestors had fought and suffered
| for the ill-fated Stuart cause. He
jwas a man of outstanding ability,
and wrote a “Manual of Religious
| Belief” for his seven children, Like
many of his compatriots, he was
intensely keen on education, and
was instrumental in securing the
services of a competent teacher
for both his neighbours and his
own children. He taught his boys
the three ‘R's, geography, ancient
history and natural history. In his
day, it was comamon for a father
to take such an active interest
in the schooling of his children,
for one ambition was that of hav-
ing at least one son enter the
ministry.

The educational standard requir-
ed of the Scots clergy was, and
still remains high, and thus it is
almost imperative that the rudi-
ments are laid at an early age,
focidentally, this popular ambition
was one outstanding reason why
Scotland contributed so many in-
tellectuals to the world, and from
its humble homes a steady
stream of ministers, doctors and
professors has been poured into
the professional classes of Britain
and other countries, Gilbert Burns,
the second son testified that ‘our
father conversed familiarly on all
subjects as if we had been men’.

The mother of the poet was
Agnes Broun, an industrious house-
wife in common with the women
of her day, had received little
education, but it is popularly held
that it was from her that Burns
received his lyrical gift. She came
from & line of staunch Covenanters,
men and women who had lived
and died their faith on the Scot-
tish hillsides.

.

Amother source of ingpiration
wag that of Betsy Davidson, an old
maid of the poet’s mother, and she
was reputed to have the largest
collection of old tales and legends
in the country, It is said of her
that she was remarkable for her

k| ignorance, eredulity and supersti-

and poured out her stories
and songs of devils, ghosts,
wraiths, witches, -warlocks, kelpies
and spunkies into the willing ears
of young Robert.

By Rev. J, E. Heathwood, M.A.
! St. John's Presbyterian Church, Belfast

Burns

All these influences combined to
play an important part during the
most formative years of Burns'
life. The lad himself was a keen
student, familiar with the Bible,
a critic in substantives, verbs and
participles at ten or eleven years
of age, was engaged in the study
of French at the age of fourteen
and a little later took up the oner-
ous task of learning Latin. It must
be borne in mind that all the
while, the young poet was working
very hard on his father's farm,
and by the age of fifteen, he was
the principal labourer. Thus it is
hardly surprising that he over-
taxed his growing strength, and
for the remainder of his life was
afflicted with a nervous disorder
which on occasions plunged him
into moods of deepest melancholy.

In the 1777, the Burns’' family
moved to the farm of Lochlea, in
the parish of Tarbolton, and cir-
cumstances became a little easier.
Robert Burns now dressed with
care, became a Freemason, origin-
ated a debating club and became
champion of the ‘New Lights’ or
liberal theologians as opposed to
the ‘Auld Lights’ or ultra-Calvin-
ists, In those days, theology was
the queen of the sciences and a
matter to be taken serlously by all
attenders at the kirk, and after
divine worship, many and varied
were the arguments in the kirk-
yard. Woe betide any young clergy-
man who misquoted the Bible, or
strayed from the accepted dogma

of the day.

Burns' father died in 1784, so

farm of Mossgiel in the parish of
Mauchline, Gilbert has testified
that the Bard lived a most in-
dustrious and temperate life while
living there. It was here in Moss-
giel that Burns wrote the bulk of
his poetry, including “The Twa
Herds", “Holy Willie's Prayer”, “To
a Mouse”, “The Cottar's Saturday
Night”, “Address to the Deil” and
many more. He was earning an

average of about thirty-five dollars
per annum at this time. In spite
of the arduous nature of the farm
work, and his prolific outpourings
ot verse, Burns found time to in-
dulge in amorous adventures with
the local girls, and first enjoyed
the worthy appellation of ‘father’
whey Elizabeth Paton bore him a
daughter. Shortly afterwards he
again strayed from the paths of
righteousness and Jean Armour
presented him with twins. To his
credit he “desired to marry- Jean,
but her parents would have noth-
ing to do with him.

Also about this time the myster-
ious episode of Highland Mary oc-
cured. She was a Highland servant
girl by name of Mary Ca

s:Notes By

A slave to fashion is the man
who has a few grown-up daugh-
ters. — (8t. Thomas Times-Jour-
nal)

Gloom and optimism are both
contagious, We ought to be care-
ful about what we are spreading
around. — (Farmer's Advocate.)

Chess is undoubtedly a noble
game, and its international ap-
peal is fittingly represented in the
polyglot nature both of its terms
and its bibliography. But for our
money it would be easier and less
painful to take up the study of
Chinese 1deographs, or to concen-
trate on the less exalted but not
less enjoyable game of cribbage.—

| (Halifax Chronicle-Herald)

We know a little girl who once
broke into tears after making a
few errors in a piano solo. We
hope she learns what happened to
Jascha Heifelz in Dallas, Tex., re-
cently. Heifetz, for the second
time in his career, “just ”forgot”
a portion of a Sibelius concerto
and had to signal the conductor
to stop the orchestra and start

| the movement over again. If Heif-

etzz can err at the.violin, we think
little girls are entitled to at least
a few mistakes at the piano. —
(Buffalo Evening News.)

Mr. J. B. Tyrrell, one of the
makers of modern Canada, found
the spot which gave the province
of Manitoba its name. While ex-
ploring Lake Manitoba, he landed
on Manitoba Island and found on
its north end a ridge about 600
feet Yong and twelve feet high. It
was composed of hard limestone,
cream and pink in color, which
broke into ~irregular flattened
fragments. When the wind blew
from the north, the waves rolled
up on the limestone pieces and
the resonant pebbles were dashed
against each other, creating a
roaring sound like the beating of
a huge drum. Indian superstition
attributed the noise to their spirit
Manitou beating a drum, and they
called that part of the lake Nar-
rows of the Spirit, or Manitobaw.
This name was afterwards ap-
plied to the whole lake, then to

sulted in twins but both died.
Robert, Jean and family now
moved to a farm at Ellisland, but
the living was hard, and he took
a part-time job as exciseman.

There was no real need for Burns

to return to farming, for he had
been offered the newly found-
ed Chair of Agriculture at the
University of Edinburgh, but he was
determined to return to the life
to which he had been bred. How-
ever, a short spell at Ellisland
convinced him that it was a bad

bargain, and. so he obtained the

full time post as exciseman in
government employ at a regular
salary of about two hundred and
seventy dollars per annum. Around
this time he wrote his immortal
“Tam O Shanter”, regarded by
many as his greatest poem. Marital
infidelity resulted in Ann Park, a
servant girl bearing a child to him,
but Jean nobly forgave them and
nursed the infant as her own.
By 1792, Robert Burns was stead-
ily employed in customs duties, and
his superior officer, Supervisor
Findlater testified that he per-
formed his duties in a capable and
attentive manner. His wife and
friends also testified that he was
i trious and temperate in his
habits, and also to the fact that
he was a loving affectionate father
and husband. But his young life
was rapidly drawing to a close, and
in the winter of 1795, he suffered
with rheumatic fever. He prepared
for the end calmly, and met the
Angel of Death on the 21st of
July 1796,
“O ye wha are so good your-
self
Sae plous and sae holy,
Ye've naught to do but mark
and tell
Your neighbours’
folly!”

faults and

the province. With usage, the
“w" on the end of the name was
gradually dropped.—(From Winni.
peg Free Press.)

~ Being locked up for drunkenness
is the wrong way to achieve sec.
urity—Sault Ste. Marie_ Star.)

We note that the city of rq.
monton s buying a sand-spreader
which, it"is claimed, will spread
sand over icy streets to a width
of four lanes at a speed up to 40
n*ﬁjles an hour. — (Lethbridge Her-
ald.)

Canada first won fame as 5
source of wealth, in the fur in-
dustry and in the centuries that
have -passed since since the fur
from the Canadian wilds made
the Hudson's Bay Company fam-
ous in Britain, greater sources of
wealth have seen development in
grain, livestock, mining, the man-
ufacture of paper and much else,
But fur annually has contihued to
play an important part in the
Canadian economy. As was ap-
parent in Montreal the other day
when the season's first fur auc-
tion by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, opened with buyers present
from many countries to bid on
about 500,000 pelts worth more
than $2 millions. The entire Yot
will have been sold by the time
these lines are published. — (Syd-
ney Post-Record)

The Canadian trucking Industry
had the best year in its history I
1953, a record which it enjoyed Ix
common with many other busi-
resses. Even so, human demands
for goods and services are far from
satisfied, and In fact many fam-
{lies in Canada still live a marg:n-
al existence. There is need for
more production records to bo
broken. —Ottawa Citizen,

(And P. E. L)

BURNS ANNIVERSARY

“The recent anniversary of Rob-
ert Burns was celebrated by a
number of admirers of the bard,
who assembled for the purpose
Mrs. Miller's Hotel, and partook
of a dinner prepared and served
up in her best style. The chalr
was ably filled by Donald Mac-
donald, of Glenaladale, Esq, as
sisted by Dr. Cummings, as croup-
jer, and a Highland piper whe
was in attendance occasionally
favoured the company with a pib
roch or a lament.

“After the cloth was removed,
the following toasts were given
from the chalr: The King; the
Queen and the Royal Family; the
Army and Navy; His Honour the -
Administrator of the Government;
the memory of Robert Burns; the
living poets of England, Scotland
and Ireland; the memory of Sir
Walter Scott; the memory of
Byron; the memory of Wallace and
Bruce; the memory of.our late
lamented Lieutenant Governor, 8ir
Arteas William Young; the
members of both Houses of tha
Colonial Legisiature; the Chief
Justice of the Island; the Bar of
Prince Edward Island; the Lassies.

“Among the volunteer toasts of
the evening were the following:
the Barl of Gosford, Governor-in~
Chlef, and the cause of Reform in
Canada; Prince Edward = Island;
the memory of Burns’ Highland
Mary; Paymaster R. C. Maedon-
ald, of the 30th Regimens, for his
exertions to establish a benevolent
soclety in this Island for the ben-
efit of his poorer fellow-country-
men; Our Sister Colonies, and
several others we have not space
to mention.

“The party broke up about ome
o'clock, after enjoying themselves
with great hilarity.”

—Royal Gazette, Jan. 26, 1836.
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LL.B.
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J. Elmer Blanchard,
B. A.

Gaudet & Haszard

GILBERT A. GAUDET, B.A., LLB.
Barristers and Solicitors
Money to Loan

Bank of C

Matheson, Peake &

!
Nicholscn
A. W. MATHESON, Q.C. 1§
A. H. PEAKE, BA, LLB. '
JOHN P. NICHOLSON, LL.B.

Canadi co Bldg.

who was working in the locality,
and Burns had evidently proposed
marriage to her. She went home to
prepare for the wedding, and died,
apparently forgotten for the mo-
ment by Burns, but_later tq live
for ever in his beautiful “To Mary
in Heaven.” |

By the year 1786, Robert Burns
was established as a poet of some
note, and had the now famous ‘Kil-
marnock Edition’ of his poems
published. Although this only put
a few dollars in his pocket, (A
single edition now sells for about
three thousand dollars), but it was
sufficlent to convince him to remain
in Scotland, rather than emigrate
to the West Indies. A new edition
was published by Mr. Creech, which
gave the poet about fifteen hund-
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(Opposite Revere Hotel)

Allison M. Gillis, LL.B.
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financial freedom, he made a tour
of the Southern countries, then
made a short return to Mauchline
and Jean Armour, whom he had
never ceased to love. He then made
a tour of the Highlands, where eh
was entertained by the Dukes of
Athole and Gordon. He then re-
turned to Mauchline just in time
to marry Jean Armour, who had
been turned out of her father's
home as a result of a second in-
discretion with the Bard, which re-

red dollars, and he was lionised |202 Queen St. Dial 484) "
by the society of fashionable Edin- (Next to Simpson’s Agency)
burgh. With each new found McDONALD, CURRIE & CO.
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