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School Fallures

This Province is not the only one con-
cerned about the problem of scholastic fail-
ure. The Quebec Royal Commission on
constitution problems heard evidence that
student failures, reaching as hign as 70 per
cent in high schools, cost the Province of
Quebec more than $4,500,000 in 1941 - 52
The failure rate is low in the junio-
grades, 12 per cent of pupils repeating ele-
mentary classes, but by the 7th grade the
percentage jumps to 50. The failure rate in
high school, as stated above, is no less than
70 per cent. These are students who must
take the year over again if they are to
continue their education.

It may well be that the education young-
sters are getting today is superior to that
of a few years ago. Methods are employed
which experiment has proven to be effect-
ive. The physical surroundings are in al-
most every case far more conducive 1o
study than in former days. The system,
however, is now trying to cope with the
education of all the youngsters whatever
their interests or abilities.

take up occupations which held more in-
terest for them, so that the weeding-out
process was more or less continuous. Even
so, failure was by no means an unfamiliar
school companion. The problem of giving
interest and encouragement to all who
would have left school under earlier condi-
tions has resulted in the great move ‘o
make education ‘practical”. It Fas value,
of course, or the taxpayer wou!d not be
asked to*foot the bill. At the same time,
educationalists feel compelled to give warn-
ing from time to time that real education
must not be altogether abandoned in favour
of the practical exercises being used to keep
non-students in school.

Talking Signals

Radioactivity is one of the new words
brought into usage by the development of
atomic power; consequently, its social stand-
ing is not too good. However, it can have
good connotations as well as the other kind,
as is evidenced by a report frcm London
to the effect that certain roads which had
been dressed with phosphate slaz are giv-
ing out talking signals. Geologists say that
the strange innovation is the direct result
of radioactivity. Scientists are now work-
ing on a plan for perfecting the signals and
using them for traffic aids; they say that
the detecting instruments suitabie for use
,in automobiles and trucks can be manu-
factured very cheaply.

Thus far the signals are effective only
in steering drivers in a straight line of traf-
fic; but, if past scientific achievements may
he taken as proper criteria, it will not he
long before they will replace rcad signs,
highway numbers, and all the other para-
phernalia of modern traffic. The driver on
an out of the way road will no longer have
to spend valuable time in consulting road
maps and getting out in the dark to search
for poorly written directions and numbers;
he will simply press a button on the dash
and the talking road will tell him just
where he is and, if he is intercsted, how
far it is to the next turn. Now, if some-
one would only think up a way to make the
road warn old and decrepit tires just how
far it is to the next nail, lying in wait to
do mischicf, radioactivity would be well on
the way to social acceptance.

Unbalanced Moose

FRLE ST

Mentally unbalanced moose pose a
problem both strange and sad for Cana-
dian wildlife experts. Recently government
biologists reported that half the moose in
the Province of Nova Scotia seem out of
their minds, the National Geographic So-
‘clety says. ‘Their antics, briefly, are un-
mooselike. They lose normal canniness and
caution, and sometimes even the senses of
sight and smell. They eat anything. Lop-
ing crazily through the forests, they crash
~ blindly into thickets or even fences, and
" then cannot extricate themselves,
: " Moose madness is known to occur in in-
dividual cases as the result of brain disease.
o W‘. this can be traced to long-term
et es. Gradual deprivation of
certain minerals and vitamins seems to bo
«cause in Nova Scotia. As the province's
ate has grown warmer over past dec-
‘vegetation has changed somewhat
moose would merely move
to maintain their usual wood-
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Formerly pupils would droo out and‘

they are hemmed in.
Daft mose—or even moose In their right
minds—are no animals to trifle with, Larg-
est of the world’s antlered creatures, the
majestic, ungainly monarch of the woods
can be both perverse and unpredictable. An
Alaskan bull moose can weigh 1800 pounds,
stand nearly eight feet high at the shoul-
ders, and carry bulldozer-like antlers six
feet across. The common or American
moose, somewhat smaller, is nonetheless pug-
nacious when on a rampage. Even normal
moose behavior often seems addlebrained 1o
woodsmen. Moose rear up to eat the tops
of trees and stand chin-deep in water to
duck for water-lily roots. During mating
season their bellows can be heard all over
their domain; amorous bulls can be lured
miles by hunters making cow-like blatting
calls through birch-bark horns.

A few years ago in New York State,
where moose had not been reported in 70

when one wandered into the suburbs. In
1933 a Royal Canadian Police boat rescued
a giant bull moose several miles in the At-
lantic off Labrador, bucking high waves
and swimming straight toward Europe. All
across northern Canada, moose regularly do
battle with railroad locomotives, particulai-
Jy those with moose-like horns. Moose-
burger is the usual result, although trains
have occasionally been derailed by a charg-
ing giant.

The Alaska Railroad, troubled every
winter by moose parked on the right-of-
way, has spent thousands of dollars on de-
vices to scare them off, including oscillating
red-and-white heddlights, rockets, flares,
artificial wolf scent applied to the tracks,
snowballs, steam hoses, and even electrical-
ly-charged ‘“moose-movers” protruding out
ahead of the engines. Success has been
slight. When the six-foot snows come, the
moose find easy going along the plowed
tracks. They look askance at ail such af-
forts to force them into the deep drifts,
and continue to battle the railroad.

EDITCRIAL NOTES

Prince of Wales College entrance ex-
aminations are no more. For generations
vouthful scholars have looked towards
“Entrance” as the great goal of their school
career. Only the name has gone, however,
and in its place today's youngsters must
face “Provincial Examinations.”

A high immigration rate and prosperity
have almost always gone hand in hand. It
is understandable that labour representa-
tives should not want to share jobs with im-
migrants when there are already unemploy-
ed Canadians, but employment is not a rjg-
idly fixed quantity. The immigrants wouild
create jobs as well as compete for them.

The city of Ottawa got out of an em-
barrassing situation rather neatly but at
the expense of would-be lottery speculators.
The city neglected to collect a tax amount-
ing to $16,000 for the benefit of the civic
hospital but broke even by making use of
confiscated lottery ticket money.

Forty countries have agreed to restrict
oil pollution of the world's seas and beach-
es. Under the rules adopted at a recent
conference only emergencies will justify
dumping oil at sea. To seabirds the decis-
ion is literally a life-saver. To bathers it
means that the water and seashore will not
be covered with oil waste.

The concern expressed by Prime Min-
ister St. Layrent at possible United States
trade restrictions is shared by a great many
people in this country. The policy of both
Governments since the end of the Second
World War has been to aim at the freeing
of trade from fetters of all descriptions. In
both countries, however, there are powerful
advocates for the protection of their own

particular interests.

- - -

Sentiment usually plays the major role
in selection of state birds, but it bowed to
reality in a recent Rhode Island contest.
The Rhode Island red hen, noted for its suc-
culence and egg-laying ability, walked off
with the honor in a statewide election. The
commercially popular red hen polled 1,500
more votes than its closest rival, the hum-
mingbird. The osprey, bobwhite and towhee
finished far behind. A total of 20,783 votes
*was cast.

.

Albert Einstein, propounder of the the-
ory of Relativity, was born at Ulm in
Wurttemberg, this date 1879. 'The family
moved to Munich and th¥n to Milan. Albert
also moved about considerably. The pub-
lication of a number of scientific papers
brought him academic appointments at
Zurich, Prague and Berlin. In 1933, to
escape persecution because of his Jewish
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Chis column is open to the
1l by corr dents
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
lly endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION

to be hoped
(both crypto

8ir,—1t is divmly
that Te8siV:
and lv%:voegd), and self-styled “mid-
dle of the roadists” and the
nondescripts who have been snip=
ing at us from the shadows r_»( their
anonymity, will read the article on
Progressive Education in the May
14th issue of Collier's. The author
of that article will take them into
schools where they will see the
materialization of what they are
angling for in our schools.

Where the progressive dispensa-
tion has gained control, “bubbling
confusion” reigns supreme. The
three R's play the inglorious role of
handmaids to such unintellectual
“projects” as “building a market”,
“making applesauce”, or “grooming
a donkey”. There are no required
courses of study. The pupils study
what Interests them, whether it be
canasta, or the theory of football
Needless to say that report cards
are dropped and all competition is
eliminated. That's the first - step,
the thin edge of the wedge. There-
fore, when an official begins to
agitate for the adoption of these
preliminary moves, he should be
watched closely because he has the
“progressive itch”. It is +much the
same as creeping paralysis, only
more contagious.

These are the shenanigans that
some Island schoolmen have the
temerity to defend on the grounds
that they bring the blessings of
education to the common man and
prepare pupils better for ‘“real
life” Such make-believe pedagogy
doesn't prepare for real life under
the capitalistic system, It gears
youth for the classless Socialist
State envisioned by the Marx-
Lenin fraternity.

If Progressive Education were
not a subversive ideology in the
academic world, better suited to
turn out morons and nincompoops
than educated citizens, it would be
a very convenient system for this
climate. During the winter blizzards
when the wee fry could not go to
school, they could be notified via
the radio to make applesauce alb
home. That would eliminate their
having to go to school on Satur-
days to make up for lost time,

1 am, Sir, etc.,
W. J. ENRIGHT

POTATO MARKETING

8ir,—In your issue of May T7th
there is a letter signed J. L. Dewar
in which he is pleased to refer to
Free Enterprise as a Sacred Cow,
and ridicules individual freedom.
It seems he would have the farm-
ers believe that marketing boards
are the only solution to the potato
marketing problem. Now I do not
wish to start controversy, but I
would like to bring to Mr. Dewar’s
attention a few facts. I have been
engaged in agriculture since a boy,
and have spent over fifty years in
close contact with that industry,
and have now three sons engaged
in the occupation, one of whom

Old Charlottetown

and'P. E. L

NO JUDGE

“This being the day appointed
by law'for the opening of the
Hilary Term of the Supreme
Court, there was a numerous as-
semblage of jurors, barristers, etc.,
but there being no Judge within
the Island, no business could be
done. The Grand Jurors after
walting about two hours were dis-
missed by the Deputy Sheriff, and
requested to attend agaln tomor-
row at twelve o'clock. An Assist-
ant Judge, it is expected, will be
appointed in the course of the
day.”

__P. E. 1. Register, Feb. 19, 1828,
(On the following day, Feb. 20,
Hon. George Wright was sworn in

as Assistant Judge, when the
Court was opened in the usual
form.)

thousand dollars damages. How
many took their loss in silence we
do not know, but this season the
Press has carried reports of a
great deal of opposition, both from
Canada and United States. It
would also seem as though the pol-
icy of- those boards was to foster
ill- feelings between classes. Just
why anyone should not be deeply
concerned over the welfare of the
potato producers, especlally in P.
E.1, I cannot understand, and
surely it must be plain to all at
present, merchants, traders, lab-
ourers, in fact every one. Why try
to belittle and suppress those who
do not favour marketing boards?
The Press carries many reports of
that sort from other Provinces, in
some cases people even being re-
fused a hearing.

We who wish to continue under
free enterprise feel that we have
the right to do so, and until this
marketing legislation handed over
such drastic authority there was
not anything to prevent those who
believe that exporters and dealers
are making an excess profit from
‘The Co-

starting in the business,

ops are doing a large trade. Why
try to drive the individual out?
What percentage of the North

American potato crop is produced
on P.E 1? If we have too much
interference we could lose our
market. There have been some
Very dictatorial orders this season,
but the price of potatoes on the
markets to which we must sell cer-
tainly will not be controlled by
the P.E.I. Marketing Board.

Mr, Dewar seems to feel that
the fact that the Federal Govern-
ment action in placing the P.E.I
Potato Pool under the Marketing
Act for Agricultural Products, re-
flects great credit on the Market-
ing Board. This Act has been on
the statutes for some years and a
large sum of monecy was voted for
that purpose. That Act, 3 George
VI, ciap. 28, sec. 2, subsection C
(IIT) reads as follows:

“For an initial payment to pri-
mary producers of a percentage,
not exceeding eighty per centum,
approved by the Governor in
Council on the r dation of

ON THE BEACH

The broad beach,
Seawind and the sea's
rhythm,

Great dunes with their pale grass,
and on the beach

Driftwood, tangle of bones, an o¢-
casional shell,

Now coarse, now carven and deii-
cate—whorls of time
Stranded in space, deaf ears listen-
ing

To lost time, old oceanic secrets.
Along the water's edge, in pattern

{rregular

casual
AB the pattern of the stars, the pin-
point air-holes
Left by the sand flea under the re-
ceding spume

Wink and blink out again. A guil
drifts over,
Wide wings crucified against the

sky—
its margins

long line,

Two shorter lines curving out from
it, a nearly

in flight.

from heaven,

Review,

The Age Old Story

He that hath an ear, let him

the churches.
EARLY WILDERNESS

Farly Canadian maps did not

suggest the existence

“ARSENIC AND
OLD- LACE”

Charlottetown Little
Theatre Guild

EMPIRE THEATRE
TONIGHT 8:15

ed at door.
Public admission 75¢.

the Minister, of the average whole-
sale price for an agricultural pro-
duct over the period of three years

spent five years overseas to d d
individual liberty. So perhaps Mr.
Dewar will believe that what Isay
is with thé best interests of farm-
ers al heart. '

I have witnessed the transition
from the cradle and the old reap-
er and hand-bound grain, to that
of the modern self-propelled com-
bine, from the old two-wheeled
truck to the 10-wheeler, from' the
old log stables with the hand-
split shakes to the modern loafing
barns and milking parlors, from
one and two roomed cabins to the
modern dwellings with electric
lights, running water, autos cost-
ing more than the price of a good
farm, I would tell Mr, Dewar that
those are not the result of Mark-
eting Poards, or coercion by any
individual or group of individuals;
that they are the results of
Enterprise. Individual enterprise

ton's dynamics still suffice to a high de-
gree of accuracy for practical work, but
for ultimate physical concepts it seems that

Newton’s theory is superseded by Einstein's. -

origin, he sought refuge in England. New-l

may be a Sacred Cow, but it 1s
one I am quite willing to accept
rather than sell my birthright for
any mess of marketing boards.
Now as regards freedom under
those boards, what about" resuits
80 far? There is a case now pend-
ing ‘before the courts fer several

ly g the year of
production;

“(d) Initial payment means the
sum paid to the primary producers
at the time of delivery by them of
any agricultural product pursuant
to a cooperative plan.”

Having regard to the prices
paid in the preceding three years,

the Act? And should any great
eredit reflect upon the Board? We
have experienced bad years in the
potato industry before and un-
doubtedly will again. I refuse to
believe that it is necessary to sac-
rifice indi ], and ac-
cept regimentation, or that it will
even produce as good a result as
has been achieved under the old

produced any impressive results.
1 am, Bir, ete, ;
Y J. B. THOMAS,
Cascumpee. h .

——

POINT PEN SALE
‘Gold colored metal, slend-

Unconditionally guaranteed.
Sold everywhere for 98c

BOTH ONLY 69¢
3 for $2.00

Mailed post-paid on receipt
of price.

THE
JENKINS PHARMACY
Rexall

The Cascapedia river in Quebec,
famous for trout and salmon, flows,
75 miles to New Richmond on the
Bay of Chaleur, -

Corner Gt. Geo. & Kent Sts.
Dial 4219
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His shadow travels the shore, upon

You will find his signature: one

Perfect grapheof the bird himself
His mozpnm"u his image fallen

—John Hall Wheelock in The Yale

hear what the Spirit saith unto

of Lake
Winnipeg until a sketch map of
1734

Membership Tickets honour-

OUTSTANDING BALL-

er, retractable, clean to use.

NOW! for a limited time only
with EXTRA FREE REFILL

COME EARLY-—Sale will be
over when present stock is
regime. Certainly the years we|gold,
Free| have experienced so far have not

roge 4 ~The Gnnidhn
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NOTES BY

Higher golf scores would result
if players told the truth, the hole
truth and nothing but the truth.
—Saskatoon Star-Phoenix.

The world Is in a pretty pickle
and the fellow who planted thz
first cucumber is responsible, —
Moose Jaw Times-Herald.

Then there was the fellow who
didn’'t buy his wife any nylons
because he couldn't figure out how
much 15 denier was in Canadian
money—Stratford Beacon-Herald.

In many a case the person who
yields to the itch to write has a
tough tinte scratching out a liv-
ing.—Kitchener-Waterloo Record.

A department store owner in the
southern U, S. has been elected a
judge. Speeding fines will now
likely be $4.98 up.—Hamilton Spec-
tator.

An Ohio man of 85 plans his
first automobile tour this summer.
At least there's no mystery about
how he lived to be 85.—Hamilton
Spectator.

the
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It's now a certainty that
(U.S.) rank of army corporal
virtually disappear next year. Un-
der a new system of noncom rat-
ings just approved, about ninety-
eight per cent of all corporals
will become  “specialists third
class."—Newsweek.

The reason so many middle-
aged men complain that modern
food doesn't taste as good as Mo-
ther used to make, is that when
Mother cooked for them they
didn’t parch their tongues and
taste-buds to the consistency of
an ashman's leather mitt by smok-
ing all day. — Peterborough Ex-
aminer.

A survey shows that women unl-
versity graduates, when they
choose matrimony, are as content-
ed as other wives. They do not
feel frustrated if unable to follow
a career. There is no suggestion
their education is wasted if they
do not use it throughout life in a
profession. The benefits of their
education are passed along to their
children.—Windsor Dally Star.

The lie detector is no modern
device. It seems ever since man
has lived on this earth he has been
concerned about liars and how to
detect them. The ancients had
some fairly reliable tests. The
orientals, for example, gave &
suspect a handful of rice to chew.
If he could spit it out, he was
innocent. If it remained dry and
he couldn’t get it out, he was
guilty. They reasoned that a
gull}y man would be afraid and
this would dry up his flow of
saliva. Solomon's lle detection
scheme, with two women claiminz
the same child, would be hard to
beat. He. rightly reasoned that
the true mother would rather deny
her claim than have the child kil-

THE WAY |

Actually there's just a wyp,
difference between keeping yo‘
chin up, and sticking your nee
out—but it's worth knowin,
‘Bowmanville Statesman, =

Chewing on & rubber cigay W
again recommended as a way {,
whip the tobacco habit, byt “.q
still say that a real addict Wom;
last only so long before lightjy,
the El Latex and smoking it._po.'
Arthur News-Chronicle, A

Sterile Senate

(St. Catharine’s Standard)

The Senate formerly performeq
a useful function in finding oy
facts and discrepancies whick
would save the public money. Now
the report is that it has throy
in the towel. Its finance comml.‘
tee, which was adorned by g
faithful and able Senator T,
Crerar, is out of business. Makin
note to the effect that in the byg,
get speech of Mr, Abbott, thy
word ‘“economy” was as conspie,
uous for its absense as the worq
“compassion” would be in dae
cree from the Kremlin in Moscow,
The Ottawa Journal comments !

A Senate f{inance commltf.
used to do an admirable Job,
Headed by Senator Crerar, eXperd
ienced and wise, It was wuseq T}
delve into expenditures, summayg
heads of departments to expl;
why they asked for so mycf
money. This committee, -ntlfely
non-partisan, neither preached ppy
criticized; its job was to prodyce
facts, to try to let us knm:
where we were going. This yeay
the Senate finance commie
hasn’t been heard from; noboq
apparently, has bothered to c.‘
it

The fault, it is charged, ]
the Senate itself. Or f: IL‘.’hlrﬂ
able group of Senators found o
after hard experience tha,
matter how faithfully they al,
tacked public accounts, how muc§
time and energy they devot:q tq
effect economles in government,
that whatever they accomplishe,
would only prove futile, wh
else could be expected from ina
telligent men of standing?

While the Cabinet has usurpe
the functions of the House
Commons to an alarming degree
there is no longer a shadow of e
dependent action or thought
the ranks—the Senate itself hay
been made into a nonenity. Thg
Ottawa Journal, speaking of hy

members of the Senate, siat
“they are seemingly content ¢
have that branch of Parliamen

degenerate completely into som
thing just ornamental and sccm})‘
If that is true in all its asigni

cance, it Is hastening the 4

surely when the Senate of Cam
ada will either face reform or ey
tinction. Advocacy for the latteg
is already being heard.

The double - crested cormorang
which inhabits some inland Iakes
is about the size of the loon, blacke

led.—Kitchener-Waterloo Record.
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