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ACROSS THE ISLAND

Ice Boat Days
Are Recalled

By NEIL A. MATHESON
Provincial-Farm Editor
MY MIND went back to the hardy men who braved the ele-
ments and took winiry storms in (helr strides, even on exposed
dce-filled Northumberiand 1 read a story suggesting
some 50 soldi o completed " Sruelling irip” By air to NE
cosia from Valcartier, Quebec. The young newsman who wrote
that yarn certainly cannot have any sense of history. I cam|
imagine some old timers snorting in i
of a trip in an aeroplane being “gruelling” when all th
had to do was to look after themselves while skilled technicians
piloted and serviced the plane
So

uld recall an interesting chat

few months ago with Ed Mard illiams, Oape Traverse who work-
on the ice boats that crossed the Northumberland Strait be-
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st day he recalls was
Windl wotld bave.  fervific. sweep
we used a sort of stocking cap
he cold”, T was told

they didn't wear abnormally
{ on the ice ard sarted bo work,

across the vast ice s

and got so fhat we ,m”v mi
They were

heavy under

there was no D

Started Under Captain Campbell

When
Mg

to a boat, with an over all

s. six men

THERE WERE five boa
eaptain in charce of the operation. There was also a coxswain in
charge of each hoat. Mr. MacWilliams started his service under
Captain William Campbell, father of Norman Campbell, Char-
lottetown.

he coxswain ot $5 a month. the bowmen-—they were at
the front and their experience and judgement in following leads
and selecting the best route were of some value—got $75. The
waistmen got $65 cach

pe ng and rode in the boats. The men
ol the boais over the ice. They paid $4
“We didn't_have to take
e than 600 pounds of mail”, he recalled.
od 700 pounds ‘each and the ‘mail ran fo
After one bad experience when a crew
a fool and another the fingers
laz

also had to carry a i of water in
“Ed told me. “because it

would freeze ol

'Disaster’ Occurred In 1883

(i \\HR as |t was called, occured back in 1883,
1 find cking with Helen Herring whose father. Montague
rampbp" “and her two uncles, Hector and Will, were in the boat
crews that spent a wild, stormy night in mid-Strait after losing
their way in a hl snow storm

The mercii=v plunged fo 2% desrees helow zers, Mrs. Herring
fold me, and fhe crews hurned all their hoats except one which
they retained as a P against the full force of the wind. They
also hurned the mail in the raw, bitter battle for survival

Captained by Muncey Trving, the crews did not find their
Tocation until late-afternoon of the following day. Then they re-
turned to the nearest land which was in the Desable area. Told
by the cantain to “go on vour own

one-half of the crews made
for a nearby farm house owned by MacPhails, and the rest made
for one olose b Later when the first crew group visited the

other. thev found that one man. Sandy Muttart, was missing.

They found Sandy in a orchand where, apparently
ton weak to stand up any longer. he had grasped the lower limb of
a tree and his hands were frozen in the grip that he was unable
to release. \Ir st the fingers off one of his hands.

N oy of the men includinz the Campbells,
were none the warse for their mishap, but one other man,
Howatt the major portion of one foof, leaving little but the
stump of the fee He became a hlacksmith and werked at the
trade for of his life, T was told

'THE ONLY man lost. T \was.fold. was, Lem Dawson and that
was several years hefore the service ended. Ag T recall the story,
the ice hoat was causht in two fields of fee that were rapidly
elosing In on if. Dawson apparently got caught between the side
of the ol wli the crush of the ice field on that side.

rip on sach of his wrists, but

Two
he was n asp. several Cape Traverse
ople as lost on February 13 and his body was
Dot found following spring.
“Normally ve the shore around 7 o'clock in the morn-

ing and arrive on the other side about 1 or 2 pm., but once we

left Tormentine at 7 am. and did not make Bell's Point. in fhe
until 5.30 to 6 pm.” Ed tol

v had_crossed the strait

40 utes. Th(‘ going was almost perfect most

They coild walk at a brisk pace. When there was.

me.

Two Stories Are Interesting

THERE ARE many sicries in the mind of this friendly Ts-
ks. Here are two of them:

mber woods with

ngs in his purse. But the pocket that held the
irse pty when they reached the Cape Traverse shore.

Naturally the man felt ferrible about the loss, and the hard-

working ice-boz ws felt almost as bad. Imagine their satisfact-

R A O o the crew found the purse on the ice in mid-

““Another time we noticed blood in the tracks” made by one
of the male “passengers” as he trod along the Ice, Mr. MacWil-
tiams recalled. On mvestigating they found that the man had
worn through the soles of his shoes, then the soles of his socks,
as he had tramped many miles to the New Brunswick shore

trait with the icedoat crews
ip a pair of boots for the man to wear
fhe rest of the way across the Strait, then collected enough
money for him to buy a new pair when he reached the Island.

Looking back on the generous and kindly acts of his fellow §:f Rei
Long

Cantata,
dered by the Choir. §
School Clyde River 2 p.m

erewman. Mr. MacWilliams told me “‘people live more within
themselves now, they're not nearly so happy as they were in
those earlier days."

Canoes At Wood Islands In 1755

THE ICE boat crossings were inaugurated back in 1775 at the
urging of Walter Patterson. the first Governor of the Island.
Birch bark canoes were used at first but the route from Wood

Tslands to Pictou, N.S. was so long and hazardous—it was 23 miles
at best—that service was most uncertain
find in an old Guardian, that the people of
onceived the idea of making much shorter cros-
~ gings from fhere, and after a few trial runs, some mail was

‘ontracted to them the following vear and the regular service
< there_started in 1829.

e early canoes were followed by flat-bottomed dories oper-
“Bted by two men, an old Guardian story reports, and they were
followed by fhe sometimes-called Norwegian lpram” o “ice
boat” as islanders knew them until they crossed for the last
times in 1916

There are none of those boats left on the Istand, so far as
_ 1 could learn. But there is one in the museum at Fort Beausejour
ot far from Sackville in New Brunswick, Mr. MacWilliam told
me.

Old accounts tell of three accidents before the one of 1683
Back in 1831 four men. one a passenger, were out all nigh but
‘were rescued the following day by people from Cape Egmont
Ten persons were involved in the experfence of 1843 when
fhey spent more than 36 hours on the ice before being rescued
e other came in 1855 when a Mr. Haszard of Charittelown
and another student returning from Philadelphia *‘reached Torm.
next morning for the Is
Jand with an elderly man named Weir at's crew
of four men, They were within one-half mile of the Island in mid
Wfternoon_and were rowing the boat in loNly, (lce and water)
when a blinding snowstorm struck suddenly and forced
return to solid ice where they turned mmr boal over for a
shelter against the storm. They suffered terribly from cold and
hunger and finally Killed and ate a dog belonging to Weir. Then
they started back to Nova Scotia. Haszard died on Sunday and
the others reached the Nova Scotia shore near Walace, Monday in
bad physical condition and finally staggered to a farm house
two miles distance, Weir lost all his fingers and both of his
feet and died sometime later, the old story relaf
The contrast between this jed and difficult past and
thanking Mr. MacWilliams
he observed, there are three

a 48 to 50-foot tower had been er
ment to survey the Strait for the new Causeway future.
marches on.
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On 29 occasions the Federa-[ker and more outspoken way.
WINSLOE PASTORAL Charge tion of Agriculture presented We would suspect that the re
h, 11 am at briefs to
230 p.m. af Win- |legislature and over the vears could be superior even though
|these briefs have brought
{ward many matters for consid-| the same publicity. [
eration on which public policy The brief in question empha- {
has since been developed
The avantages

iy resulting

brief in essentially the same|cre
form being presented
premier and members of the ex- |
ecutive

Federation Brief Stresses
Potential Of Agriculture

|nce of organized marketing

the sults from this arrangement

for. |the federation may mot receive

sizes the importance of a sound- |

appearing |ly based and prosperous agri-| study certain

town Pastoral Charzes of The r\n irch Central Parish.  Nine i the legislature lay in the fact |culture in relulr:nn to the wel-|lems and of .wu:yev! for specific
Annandale Mile Creek Church. 11 -~ am. ihata public forum was created |fare of all our citizens. To quote | ones.
rship. “The | with ~private members being | from the conclusion of the brief, |
given the opportunity of taking ‘‘We are not narrowly concein-
part and with quite wide public- | ed with the need of the farmer to|the sale and control of liquor,
lhis year a| make more money, the province |matters related to farm ma-

change has taken place with the |is desperately in need of the in.|chinery and to land use in the
nue which potenti- |province. Recommended under
agriculture can produce.” |the ARDA program is a study
“Farming|of the marketing and produc- |try a genuine concern for its fu-
arrange- |operates in an economy in tion of cattle and other related ture, a concern not immediately
of course, preity well eli- | which substantial power to|features to the industry. Finally |related to present indifferent
minates the public forum but it /maintain prices and wages| lit is requested that the proposal |prices. If this concern can be
minister  in does provide the acvantage of exists for other groups Farm- made a vear ago for extended harnessed into constructive plan-

the | ally
Further we quote,

Vernon River getting down (o cases in a fran-'ing needs the stabilizing influe- |

and of being able to bargain on
terms of reasonable equality
with the buyers of farm pro- (2ed
ducts.”

The present brief leans ra-
ther heavily in the direction of
requesting the setting up of com-
mittees

Committees are requested for
the study of matters related to

research and development in

relation to agriculture be ser- wil be well fustified 1t on the
fously considered and either ap- |other hand ii merely represents
proved or rejected on its merits. |the concern that is associated
pRelermed lo i the briel are with crisis then the” outcome
importance of education for [can be in some dou
ll;i'w"u" and 1hhe p\n:’mnz of | Shortly the meetlng will be
conference on this subject on i
April 15, The federation would :::‘"‘"“d B e petgeiand. the
like to see more bargaining be- (Announcement will include o
tween the growers of crops for \IUMber of questions proposed
for consideration. By dolng ths
processing and the plants. Wii- fons B g
dgneta 1o balp nlitin (ALK e ‘mecting wil be forified wity
p of a Highway Safety League |0 M08 Wi be fortfled wit
I8 expressed and the importance 1o, PrX tor 2 pm Monday,
of much stronger leadership in Mxm, AR A ]
me potato industry emphasi- |Institute on the 'Maloeque Rosd.
re have been lengthier | An institution which itselt is weli
briefs in the past and while a |worth visiting,
mumber of the recommendat-
ions related to matters that are| ¢ annual meeting of  the
of long term importance, yet|__(Continued on page 9)
the document appears to be a|
down to earth one closely relat-
ed to present problems

POTATO MEETING
The decision to sponsor and
hold the pota to meeting on
March 30 was made after very
careful consideration by the ex-
ecutive of the federation. There
does appear to be in the indus-

ning for the future the meeting
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FREDERICTON AND Ru‘zd
o

Centennial Committee
PRESENTS
Charlottetown’s First

Appearance

Les Grands Ballets
Canadiens

An evening of light- hmm-d ballet

with one of Canada’s Youngest
and Most Popular
Bnllnt Companies

At
Queen Charlotte High School
Friday, March 20tk
8.30 P.M.
Tickets at
TOOMBS MUSIC STORE

MILLER BROS.
and AT THE DOOR
)

P.El

taste will require this Spring .

Suits with fashion

Choose your new Spring Suits from the shado
grey, and all the new patter
men as well as conservative styles for
ta!]m%’d in fine checks, plains and new
i MAN"™ and other quality makel

Smart Look

MEN'S AND

for now or laler

SUITS

of

featuring the
business and
elf

s,

Canadian made men’s and young men's trousers of
imported pure wool worsted flannel from a lead-
ing Canadian maker.
Banker’s Grey.

(Now 20% Discount)

Callingall BOVS

In Charcoal, Medium and

CHOOSE YOUR ROY'S
SUIT at Moore & McLeod,
in all the new shades of
Olive, Blue, Brown and
Grey, in the new Continen-
tal styles
boy will be proud to wear,
Sizes to #it youths and
boys

$14.95 to $29.95

suits your

if beforehand he takes
dress.

hin"

When the man of the house steps out in the Spring parade, he'll do himself
and the rest of the family proud
Moore & McLeod Men's Wear. Especially for this
assembled the widest and smartest selection of Suits that the man of good
See them at Moore and McLeod now.

a look around
-up occasion, we've

Charcoal, Blue grey,
man look for young
evening wear. Hand

ripes. These suits are made by
, these suits are sure to appeal.
750 :un: to choose from in sizes from 36 to 46. Suits to fit Talls, Regulars,
Shorts and Stouts are to be found at Moore & McLeod's.

$49.95-$79.95

(Now 20% Discount)

ALL WEATHER COATS

(Including the famous "LONDON FOG")

By “Aquascutum, Deacon Bros., MacIntosh, and other famous mak-
ers in one-way and reversibles. Choose from solid shades, and fancies
reversing to solid shades. Blues, Greys, Greens, Lodens, Charcoal, etc.
Here you will find an all-weather coat to suit you.

$19.95-$45.00
PRE-CREASE SLACKS

3165

BOYS' SMARTLY STYLED
BLACKS — Long wearing
flannels in plain and fancy
checks in  grey, olive,
brown and charcoal and
black shades in all sizes.
All the new lighter shades

$11.95 to $19.95

Open Thursday
9—5
Friday
9—9
Saturday
9—12:30

BOYS' SPORT COATS—
s0 popular with boys, in
fine checks of olive, brown
and green, in the new Con-
tinental style, Sizes 6 to 18
years, for boys and youths
at Moore & McLeod's low,
low prices.

$11.95 wp

SHOP OUR MEN’'S AND BOYS'
DEPARTMENTS THIS EASTER

BOYS' WEAR—FIRST FLOOR

FOR MEN WHO ARE
HARD TO FIT

Come to Moore & McLeod Ltd., where

you can select a fine quality imported

cloth and have it tailored to your in-

dividual measurements. 85.00 to
NOW ON SALE AT

65.00 and 69.00

MOORE &




