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*This is true Liberty, when Free Born Men, having to advise the Publie, may speak free.”—Euvripipes.
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The Liquor Trafiic in the United
Kingdom.

The annual report of Her Majesty’s Com-
missioners of Inland Revenue was lately
laid betore Parliament. It appears from a
summary of the report before us that the
net receipts from execise, stamps, land tax,
inhabited house duty, and income tax for
the fiscal year ended the 31st March last
was £05,180,421, against £563,210,717 for
the preceding vear, a net increase of
£1,967.704. The following figures repre-
sent the quantities of spirits charged with
duty in the years 1886 and 1835 respec-

tively :
1886. 1885, Decrease.
(Gallons. Gallons. Gallons,
England. . 12,543,555 13,369,094 825,540
Scotland. . 8,200,621 8,573,812 293,194
Ireland. .. 6,727,507 7,281,565 553,758

Totals...27,551,982 20,224,474 1,672,492
In addition to the decrease in the quan-
tity of spirits charged with duty there was

lalso a considerable decrease in the quantity

of spirits consumed. The comparative
statement for the two years is as follows :

18806. 1885. Decrease.

Gallons. Gallons. Gallons.
England .15,290,816 16,322,991 1,032,175
Scotland .. 6,397,365 6,629,361 331,996
Treland 4,754,670 5,069,028 314,358

Totals. . 26,342,851 28,021,380

1,678,529
The percentage of decrease in the con-
sumption of spirits in 1885-86 compared
with 1884-80 was, in England 6.32, Scot-
land 5.00, and Ireland 6.20—for the United
Kingdom, 5.99. The quantity consumed
per head of population during 1886 was in
England, .556 of a gallon, Scotland, 1.611,
and Ireland .996. For the United King-
dom the average consumption was .725.
The following figures show the quantities
of spirits distilled in the United Kingdom
in the years 1886 and 1885 respectively :

188.6 1885.
Gallons. Gallons.
England. .. ....10,358,920 10,551,749
Seotland. .. !...... J17,982.338 20,710,951
T TSET ISR H 10,620,584 9,833,786
Wobnlsi. o .uaiices 38,961,428 41,006,486

The number of distilleries at work™during
the year ended 30th September, 1885, was
in England, 10, in Scotland, 127, and in
Ireland, 27, making in all 164. The fol-
lowing 1s an esiimate of the quantities of
the principal materials used : malt, 928,919
quarters; unmalted grain, 986,366 quarters;
molasses, 341,087 cwts; and rice, 167,613
cwts. It is pointed out that the use of rice,
which for some years has been gradually in-
creasing, suffered a marked decline last
year, whilst the use of molasses continues
to increase. The quantities of spirits in
bond at the end of the calendar years 1836
and 1885 respectively were :

1886. 1885.
Baogland. ..ol .1 o 7,151,733 6,914,637
Scotland. ............ 35,974,011 32,356,190
ROORNE = . . vsni - uiis .. 21,280,073 19,074.789
o e PR 64,405,817 59,245,624

Coming to the production and consump-
tion of beer we gather the following facts.
The quantities brewed in 1886 and 1885
were as follows :

1886, 1885.
Barrels. Berrels.
BRI, .. . .o 0000 s 23,808,743 24,919,173
ShoRRad ... ...... . 1,236,332 1,237,328
R AP 2,149,618 2,229,997
Totals . . ..;77%x 27,194,803 27,986,498

The net receipts from the duty on beer
last year amounted to £8,403,581—a de
crease of £141,168 compared with 1885.
The commissioners furnish a table for sev-
eral years past showing the quantities of
spirits, wines, beers, tea and coffee retained
for home consumption in the United King-
dom. Representing different periods the
years 1852, 1872, and 1885 are selected.
The figures show the consumption of each
article per head of population at the res-
pective duties :—

1852. 1872. 1885.

British Spirits, gallons..... 916 844 733
Foreign Spirits e P | R
Spirits of all kinds * .. 1,093 1,129 953
Wines V- o s - IR v B
Beer—barrels. ... .00 . 608 885 746
¢ r T RS 1,909 4,010 5,022
Y . ine s aonsd s s
o M N Ry R . e

The foregoing statement may prove of
interest to those who are fond of dealing
with tigures in considering the question of
the growth or diminution of the use of
intoxicating liquors m the United Kingdom.

e LT ST I U LA
A Remarkable Explosion.

Just after a passenger train on the Cin-
cinnati, Hamilton and Indianapolis road
had entered Annapolis, Ind., on the after-
noon of the 9th, the boiler of the locomo-
tive exploded with such terrific force that
not a vestige of the engine was left stand-
ing. The cab was carried through the air
a distance of three hundred yards and fell
in a vacant lot. A piece of one of the driv-
ing wheels fell through the roof a house
two hundred yards away, and fragments
were thrown in all directions for a distance
of two squares. On a neighboring tele-
graph wire was found, in pieces, the cloth-

Railroads and their Cost.

A German paper gives statistics of the
railroads of the world, prepared for the
most part from official sources, giving the
aggregate length at the end of 1884 as 290, -
700 miles, of which no less than 02,788
miles have been opened since 1879. Of
this there were in the several grand divi-
sions of the world : —

1584, 1880, Incre.se
Europe........ 117,604 104,606 13,088
B S ase.. s AN 9.905 2.852
Ariod ..y, .. 4,075 2 842 1,252
America ..... .148,738 105,766 12 062
Australia. . .... 7,485 4844 2,642

Of the 290,750 miles of railroad in the
world no less than 174,016, or 60 per cent.,
are in English speaking countries. ‘Mhe
countries which have the greatest miliage
in proportion to population are Australia,
364 pecple per mile ; the United States,
460, and Canada, 486 ; while in Eurove,
Sweden, which has fewest, has 1,113 ;
Great Britain and Ireland, 1,870; Ger-
many, 1,894; France, 1,943; Belgium,
2,196 ; Austria-Hungary, 2,786,

The cost of railroads, as is well known,
has been greatest in Great Britain, being
there $205,842 per mile of roads ; for the
Belgian state ralroads itis £123,936 ; for
the French railroads, $124,642; for the
German state railroads, $105,204 ; for the
German private roads, $71.877 : for the
Austro-Hungarian roads, $104,420 ; for the
Russian railroads $82,244, against $65,250
per mile for the railroads of the 1 nited
States, and about $50,000 per mile for
Canadian roads. These figures of cosi are
interesting.  Certain newspapers in this
country have been charging that the Gov-
ernment aid to the Canadian Paecific,
amounting to $70,000,000 inclusive of cost
of sections built by the Government pre-
vious to the contract, has been suflicient to
construct the entire road of 3,000 miles.
This is a ridiculous contention. Taking
the average cost of Canadian railways as
the cost of the Canadian Pacific, the three
thousand miles would stand for more than
double the amount of the Government aid,
The statements submitied by the company
show a large investment of private capital
in the enterprise, to which must be added
the 20 millions recently obtained from Bri-
tish capitalists to pay off the Gouernment
loan.

— — > —

The Wheat Supply of the World.

The wheat producing countries of the
world, exclusive of the United States and
Canada, promise an aggregate of fully
1,500,000,000 bushels this season, or 35,-
000,000 bushels below an average annual
production of such countries, and 100,000,-
000 bushels short of last year's crop; in the
United States and Canada the production
will be about 75,000,000 bushels greater
than last year, or say 15,000,000 bushels
short of what may be accepted as an aver-
age, so that the year's wheat crop of the
world, as now indicated, will fall 50,000,000
bushels short of an average production, and
approximately 25,000,000 bushels below
last year. If these calculations be justified
by actual results, and it be considered that
the United States has an available surplus
of previous growth amounting to 30,000,000
bushels, with practically normal stocks
abroad and afloat, it is apparent that there
cannot be likely to arise any special strin-
gency in the needs of the wheat importing
countries during the year, althcugh all the
surroundings justify an  expectation of
materially better average prices than have
been realized for whea* the past vear.
During the past year the United States
exported 95,000,000 bushels of wheat, flour
included. With a crop of fully 325,000,000
bushels this season,and an available surplus
of previous growth of 30,000,000 busheais in
excess of needed reserves, the available
supply is  approximately 465,000,000
bushels, irom which can be spared for ex-
port 120,000,000 <o 125,000,000 Lushicls,
quite con fortably, say 25,000,000 to 35,-
000,000 bushels more than was disposed of
the past year
e
Europeans in Persia.

Numerous Europeans have visited the
Persian capital lately, probably attracted
by possible complications. Then a sewing
machine company has set up a depot, with
many machines. The company prescnted
a magnificent platcd machine to the Shah,
but as a seamstross works here for 5 pence
a day and feeds herself, sewing machines
are not perhaps much wanted as yet.
Many civilians and commercial men have
passed through, but as there is no real way
to recover debts in Persia, these latter will
mostly have their labor for their pains.
Consuls, not Armenian or Persian agents,
are what the English merchants want, and
they are not grutified; consequently trade
with Persia, from England at least, is not
large.

On the other hand, a Russian or German
trader finds no difficulty; his debts are re
covered. The German minister has cer
tainly protected his subjects to some pur-
pose, and portraits of the German emperor
and family, Bismarck, Moltke, ete., are
seen everywhere. Even their statutes are
getting pl'cmxful. Nearly every match box
has the Prussian effigy on it. In fact, in
the race for trade the Germans are runming
the Russians hard. A weung French
woman has arrived who teaches music, giv-

ing of the engineer and fireman, which had
been placed under the seat in the cab. All
the tracks and ties under the engine were
driven into the ground. The engineer was
not on the locomotive at the time of the
explosion, and the escape of the fireman,
Frank Coburn, was miraculous, as, besides

1many would rather rencunce the Austrian
aRmnce

a slight scald about his shoulders, he re-
ceived no other injury than a severe hock
from falling violently after being blown
seveval feet in the air.

S0 Sikigibiiiiie

The Berlin Pesther Lioy!, a semi-official

journal, says:—*‘Austria, if obliged to fight
i'lussia. will have to fight alone, as Ger-

thun go t war with Russis.”

ing piano lessons. The .\u.:,ru-Su]mx'n-h,
the king's third son, algo has his pianiste
The case of the Jews in Persia, too, seems
likely to be bettered; a Hebrew dentist has
arrived, a physician, and a chemist; Dr.
Albu, also a Jew, is now professor of medi-
cine at the royal college.—Cor. Pall Mall
(Fazette.
e — - —

Consumption Can be Cared,

Not by any secret remedy, but by prope:
healthful exer , and the judicious use of
Scott’s Ewmuision of Cod Liver Oil and
Hypophosphites, containing the healing and
strength-giving virtues of these two valuable
specifics iu tieir fullest form. Prescribed
universally by physicians. Take no other.
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