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THE WATCHER IN THE TREE

Be slow to judge another's deeds.
None fully knows his neighbor's
needs. -
--Old Mother Nature.
Two young Deer crowded close
to ‘their mother in a thicket at
the foot of the little pond of
Paddy the Beaver deep in the
Green Forest, There was much of
wonder and something of fear in
their soft eyes. They were look-
ing at the shadowy outlines of a
||ree. Out where one of its big
{branches melted into the dark-
| ness, two bright
| the moonlight. They were eyes.
| Yes, sir, they were eyes. And
Iwithout. knowing how thev knew
the two:voung Deer did know
They could not see the owner
of those eves, but they had the
feeling that he or she saw them,
and it was a most uncomfort-
able when they saw that same
look in mother's eyes. Mother sud-
denly turned and Jed the way out

from among the Black, Shadows.
She stepped right out into the
moonlight and moved along the

shore where there were no trees
and no branches. There she stop-
ped.

“Who is it?" whispered one of
the twins anxiously.

“Did you see someone?" asked
mother.
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EXPERT TECHNIQUE
Tt is doubtful that many dec-
larers would show the same im-
agination displayed by South in
togay's deal, and bring as high a
| degree of safety to bear =« the
grand-slam contrac!.

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerablc
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&QJI96 5
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The bidding:
North East Sonth  Weat
16 Pass 14 Yass
29 Pass 38 Pass
4NT Pass 5€¢ Pass
74 Pass Pass Pase

West decided to open the heart
queen ag the safest lead discern-
ible. The king was plaved from

dummy and South discarded &
diamond.
Any reasonably good player

would avoid the trap of discarding
a club on the heart king, but
it is to be feared that very few
players would protect themselves
thereafter. This particular Soush
was a Jeading expert, and he
maneuvered as foliows:

Leaving the trumps severely a-
lone, he cashed the heart ace for
another diamond discard, then led
a low diamond to hiz now-blank
ace. He returned a spade to the
queen and led another low dia-
mond. Hig carefulness  was re-

spots glowed in |

I " 1
- course.” replied mother.

Contract Bridge !
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| Meanwhile, stretched out on a
{hf: limb, Tufty the Lynx, watched
| Mrs. Lightfoot and the twins out
!in the moonlight.

r.cApllvt-‘d - lvhp“i‘oﬁnév—ba;.

| “No.

{"buL I saw two eyes, and they
frightened me.”

j “How do you know they were
eves?” asked mother.

“I don’t know how I know; 1

just do,” was the prompt reply.
1 Mother was looking back to-
{ward the tree in which they had
| seen, those two glowing™ spols
that they were sure were eyes.
) “It must be Tufty,” said mother
{under her breath. She was talk-
‘ing to herself

“Who is Tufty?”"

“Why ‘Tufty the

| asked a twin.
| Lynx, of
| "I guess we don't know Tufty
!the Lynx,” said the other twin.

Mother seemed surprised. “Why,”

said she, “Tufty is own cousin to
Yowler the Bobcat.”
! The two young Deer looked at
|each otner. There was a puzzled
+look on their faces. "I guess we
!dnn't know Yowler the Bobcat,”
said one. “Have we ever seen
nim?”

Mother remembered
voung the twins reaily were ana
Jow much they had yet to see
and learn. “I forzot,” said she,
“that you never have seen Yowler.
He is one of the night folk who
:neak& about keepinz oub of
ht and cateching ot by sur-
€. He 15 one of s¢ whom
ve Deer must always be on guard
against, especially in winter,

then  how

Continued on page 11

warded when East showed out on
this diamond lead. East considered
ruffing in. with the spade ten, but
he analyzed (correctly) that this
would do no good, so he simply
discarded a club. South ruffed and
[returned a trump to dummy’s and
then led another low diamond. It
wias  patently futile for East 10
use his spade jack as a ruffer,
80 heagain discarded, and South
could safely ruff with the low
trump. From that point on, of
course, the play was routine. South
drew East's spade jack,returned to
|dummy with a club, discarded
two clubs on the established dia-
i monds, and claimed the contract
having nothing left in his own
hand but two trumps.

The play seems simle enough
as described, but there is rea-
son to think that very few dec-
| larers would go through exactly
[the same sieps, in the same orde:.
i()bser\'e that if South discards
| only one diamond on the first
i heart. lead, then even starts to
draw trumps, he is in for a great
| disappointment! Dummy wiil soon
| run short of entries for t(he es-
| tablishment of the diamond suit
|and South will find it impossible
to dispose of his losing clubs,
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