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FROM CHARLOTTET

g
Few Islanders can
this.

remember the city like

Above and on the immediate right are mer-

cantile houses of the day. Centre top deplcts the
once-busy waterfront, and on the far right is one
of the several town pumps where the people got
their water or had it delivered for a penny l

bucket.

“Every member should ree-
ollect that though he be mortal
The Corporation, of which he
is a part, is destined to im-
mortality; and that the work

nrdered by the Corporation | d

should be in accordance with
this difference, so that, though
the original founders have
mouldered in the dust,
the monuments to their
0od government and prudent
administration will proudly rear
their heads and serve as an
example to their successors.”

That was the advice given the
first Mayor and City Council

an editorial - in Haszard's
Gazette in 1855 when Charlotte-
town was incorporated as
city. That it would still serve
as good guidance for present
Council is self evident.

In one sense Charlottetown's
growth and improvement has
been the result of disaster. It
was not until after the great
fire of 1866 that a real effort
was made to provide an ef-
ficient hre fighting force.

It was early in the morning
of July “Is, 1696, that fire broke
out in a house on the corner of
King and Pownal Streets. It
raged throughout the day across
streets, up and down blocks,
as far as Great George Street
aud when it finally was out
over 200 buildings had been
destroyed.

Similarly, it took the terrible
smallpox epidemic of 1835 to

show the need for providing
pure water and instaliation of
a sewerage system.

Some people still living can
recall the horrible cry of the
er of ‘the dead waggon' to
householders as he pa:
“bring out your dead”. In such
a manner people were buried,
and without ‘benefit of clergy’.
STREETS A PROBLEM

From the earliest beginning
village, town and city in turn
were haunted by the qllemon
of streets. wumy dus sty m
mer,
spring and. :au and mow»clol-
ged in winter, they offered
every possible impediment to
pedestrian navigation. When
the Town or City fathers ex-
'pended money to improve

they were criticized for ‘waste’;
when they left them alone th
were bitterly upbraided. Which
proves there are some things
time does not change.

Sidewalks were non-existant
excepting in some cases where
more enterprising merchants,
mindful of their customers’ wel-
fare, constructed wooden walks
in front of their business estab-
lisnments.

Charlottetown developed only
as fast as the rest of the colony,
later province. With its small
population, largely of merchants
and_artisans, it was almost
wholly dependent on the rural
areas and there were no early
roads.

Blazed trails through the
heavy forests had to serve and
visits to the Town were made
on foot or by horseback.

Dr. Frank MacKinnon, in a
brief review of the city's his-
tory at the time of its own cen-
tennial in 1955, wrote of the
feelings of one man from dis-
tant parts of the Island. The
man said: “If 1 go to Chiarlotte-
town I am leéd into dissipation
there and return home with an
aching head, an empty pocket,
and a half-starved horse.”

More roads leading to the city

which a people, though it
selt-sufficient, were unable to
create for themselves. That
meant in turn more stores in
town and a greater population.
Charlottetown
shipbuilding centre around the
time of incorporation and many
shipyards dotted the shore line
from the ferry whart at the
foot of Prince Street all the
way up the Hillsborough River.
When the ships were built and
fitted they were generally laden
with grain or lumber, sailed
to England and there both cargo
and boat sold. The crews got
home as best they could and
repeated the process.
ISLANDERS! LOAD GUNS
Perhaps nothing _else could
more adequately refute the ab-

surdity of statements made in
Britain aboat this colony by
a noted grammarian of the
day, Cobbett, as recorded in
Campbell’s History of Prince
Edward Island. Said Cobbett:
“From Glasgow the sensible
Scots are pouring out amain.
Those that are poor and cannot
pay their passage, or can rake
together only a trifle, are go-
ing to a rascally heap of sand,
rock and swamp, called Prince
Edward Island, in the horrible
Gulf of St. Lawrence. But When
the American vessels come
over with Indian corn and
poultry and eggs and butter,
flour and pork and beef
and cabbages and green peas,
and asparagus for the soldiers,
and other fax-eaters that we
support on that lump of worth-
lessness—for the lump itself
bears nothing but potatoes—
when these vessels return, the
sensible Scots will go back in
them for a dollar a head, and
not @ man of them will be left
except bed-ridden persons.”
Mr. Cobbett may have been
a_ celebrated grammarian,
obviously he was neither a
geographer mor a prognostic-
ator. The foods he mentioned
were those the Island was ship-
ping out by the boatload as
fast as ships could be built.
And Charlottetown was pros-
pering and becoming widely
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We are proud of the part
played by us in the history

of this Island Province.
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known thus attracting more
| setttrs.

| Down through the years
since incorporation Charlotte-
town has attracted to its Council
and its chief magistrate's post
many of the outstanding men of
the community. It would be

clug

of

coats. The first City Marshall
wi

followed by James
Others of the olden days in-

shal Cameron and others. Chief |

Thomas Flynn.
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Michael O'Hara who was

Evans.
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ded Angus MacLeod, Mar- |

Police for many years was a

impracticable to list all those

o served on Council, but the
following is a list of the Mayors
since the first took office in
1855:

Hon. Robert Hutchinson, Hon.
T. Heath Haviland, Theophilus
DesBrisay, Neil Rankin, The-
ophilus DesBrisay, J. S. Carv-
e, Dawson, D. R. M.
Hooper, Henry Beer, Hon. T.
Heath Haviland, W. E. Dawson,
James Warbuion, 1. D. Fred:
erick F. D, James
e, merhioin, C Frome|
Benjamin Rogers, Charles |
Lyons, R. H. Sterns, P. S.
Brown, G. D. Wright, D. J. |
. R. H. Jenkins, John Mec-
Kenna, Leonard B, Miler, 1ra
J. Yeo, M. rowse,

A Stewart Samuel

P W

Earle MacDmmld OBE.,
Col. J. David Stewart, Edwin
C. Johnson, A. Walthen Gaudet.
hen it came to police pro-
tection the officers of a c!lllufy
ago would cause a bit of
smile in their ‘Mack Senneu'
rigs of high hats and frock

Year, as Ch
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depl.rnunul store, we
to the

:Mmhnm ‘We pledge the con-
tinuance of quality and satisfaction, as well

1964 — Centennia]

landmarks. In 1892

expansion to one of
partmental stores,

Departmental
Store

year as one of Charlottetown’s most famous

yard goods store), we pledged quality and
satisfaction to the people of Charlottetown
and the Island. That pledge, and the zeal
with which we have sustained it, has been
more than justified as evidenced by our

Year—and our 72nd

(when we were just a

the Island’s largest de-

PART OF A PROUD HISTORY

Located in the scenic town of Montague the firm of Vere Beck & Son has
formed an important part of its history. The largest monument manufac~
turing plant east of Montreal employs a total of thirteen skilled workers,
We invite you while visiting P.E. Island to take a friendly journey to Mon-
tague and while there see the actual h and skilled

which goes into every Vere Beck & Son product.

Pictured at right is one of the eraftsmen as
he forms part of the operation of turning out
a finely finished product. Cutting the stone
is a work that requires the touch of a fine
artisan. We are sure you will enjoy this part
of the operation,

At the right Is part of the polishing oper-
ation. This is required to turn out the high
quality finish which makes something special
out of the Rock of Ages and Memorial Stones
which we specialize in.

The finishing touches are put on a stone as
we complete the transition from high quality
Vermont marble to a work of art to last
through the years as a lasting memorial to
your loved ones. Whether just visiting our
fair Island or a resident we are sure you will
enjoy a visit to our plant,

The Finestin . .
® Marble

® Bronze
AT

® Granite

VERE BECK and SON LTD.

Skilled Memerial Cr aftsmen Since 1870
MONTAGUE i 3
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