‘Tree-snatchers
active in Britain Invitation

\ 1

|they are able to do so. ~ .~ | benents “although fmelr af

Furthermore, women whose "
employment has terminated be. DUty for employment iy
cause of pregnancy often draw'tremely douhtful.

. the question is really |'have a “unique abllity"" to move
12 The Guardian, Charlottetown, Mon. Dec. 24, 1962. I:&Et? ko empluy_‘ Inta and 00t the Talie e n‘

'French Deny ™~
Weston Given Gill Report Notes Abuses

ment,” said the repart. It rec-|will, said the four-man commit-
ommended that women whose | tee. & |
employment terminates because “The extensive growth in the

of pregnancy be considered un-|service industries in recent | SiMcere Grood YAZishe
| ilable for employment until , with their speclal de- g 1L e ot .
In Unemployment Insurance |3 miomet wii ek ™ | SiDCOTE ¢ ;

“for

By M. McINTYRE HOID

LONDON — Five hundred for-
ests throughout the United
Kingdom have been patrolled
nightly for the last month by

men hoping to ambush the
“tree-snatchers” — gangs of
highly organized thieves who

steal young fir saplings to be
sold as Christmas  trees
patrols are organized by the
Forestry Commission, for which
the cutting and selling of Chris-
tmas trees s big business.

This year, the Commission
Was cut and ‘sold over 500,000
saplings for the Christmas mar-
ket. It sells only trees or- cut-
tings taken In thinning-out work

hut the thieves plunder plan-
tations_indiscriminately,
BIG-SCALE THEFTS

The tree-matchers work in
plantations which are conven-
fently located at the big cities.
They use large trucks carrying
five or six men. Tn a night's
work, they can steal 500 or more
trees, to be sold openly on the
wholesale markets at prices
ranging from $1 to $1.60 each

A favorite haunt of the tree

over the country
a good year for growth, and the
trees were in excellent condi-
tion,”

But the small family trees are
as popular as ever, and hun-
dreds of truck loads have left
the New Forest during the past
few weeks.

Last year, the Forestry Com-
mission earned close to $300,000
from its sales of Christmas
trees. But a few raids on one of
its big_estates— it _owns 35,000
acres in the New Forest alone
~—can prove very expensive he-
cause of the damage done by
thieves in addition to the trees
stolen

Buckinghamshire, which has
large areas of forest within
easy reach of London, has been
ting

note denying London press re-
ports that one of the president’s |
staff had encouraged Canadian
Garfield Weston to move into
the Frerich market.

The note said: “A British
daily newspaper this morning
attributed to Mr. Weston, head |
of Associated British Foods, re-
marks which have been repro- |
duced by certain French news- |
papers. |

i Weston has said to |
have indicated that he had |
been in touch with an aid of
the president about taking part
in a French business

“It is pointed out, from a |
good source, that nobody at the
resident’s office has ever had
or indirect contacts on |

clear that women are not the

available for work for eight
| weeks before and eight weeks
| after eonfinement.

At present, pregnant women
are considered unavailable ' for
employment for six weeks be-
fore and six weeks after confine-

Accordingly, the ittee in
its report tabled in the Com-
mons said it was not sat-
isfied that regulations should be
established applying “special |
conditions” to one class of n-
sured persons.

Instead it recommended e
changes in respect to qualifying| ™k Lo e
conditions and maximum dura- ;
tion of benefit aimed at elimin-
ating abuses arising from
|claims by intermittently - em-
ployed persons or workers who
have in fact withdrawn from

help eliminate abuses of the in-
surance program by married
women.

At the same time, it made

Paris - Presse runs the splash
headline “‘A Briton is coming
to drive down prices.”

1t quotes reports that Weston
had told shareholders at a com-
pany meeting he had been en-
couraged by a member of de

with pre-school children be con-
‘sidered ineligible for employ-
|ment unless they can prove to
the satisfaction of the Unem-

that only married women abuse |
the plan, through drawing bene- |
fit while not genuinely seeking
work, it
conclude
women are in a particularly fa-
vorable [position to use the in-
surance plan in this way."”
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| mended that married Women#many women withdraw from
employment
shortly afterward. “In so with-
drawing some may file claim
for and draw benefit as long as
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Gaulle's staff to open shops in
France and help beat the
“meat combine."
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the labor market.
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cautions taken, however, the ject.” !
raids have been much less num- _The Evening newspaper

erous this year than in some of
the past years.”

A ‘spokesman for the Buck-
inghamshire police said

“These men come from Lon-

trees in one night. What makes
it so profitable for them is that |
they can sell the trees in the
open market. No one can say
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SELL BIG TREES

The big Christams tree
mand means a ot of extra work
for the foresters.

“‘We specialize In selling trees
30 and 40 feet high to
authorities or large firms all
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We want to take this opportunity to thank you, our good
friends, for thinking of us through the year, and to wish
vou and your families every joy of the Christmas Season.

‘CANADA PACKERS LTD.

(CWARM WIsHES

We want to take this opportunity to thank you, our good
friends, for thinking of us through the year, and to wish 3
you and your families every joy of the Christmas Season.
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“Trom all of us to all of you...with hearty

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year el Sl
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOUR FAMILY w:_:';rm i W;s wgm
THANKING YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS DURL 1962 AND LOOKI i |
FORWARD TO SERVING YOU IN 1963. ) Management and Stafs
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