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COUNCIL CHAMBER,

Jaruroay Arrervoow, April 11, (eontinued.)

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON.—I fally agree with what has
been said with regard to our duty as standing apart from

| with the Bank I can treat this question as an independent

member, and [ must say that I sce some reason for hesita-
tion about the matter. There is a preliminary condition in
the Act which has not been complied with, and that goes to

| prove what has been already shown that they are not ata

private interests “Buat while I do not pretend to a very ex-
tensive kuowledge of banking affuirs, yet I have a certain
knowledge of the henefits to be derived from a well-conducted |
system of banking. Wherever banking corporations exist

it is the daty of the Legislators to see that they are estab-
lished on a firm and sound basis, and to preveat them from
runniog (0 extremes. The want of such caution led to a
great crash in a neighboaring country a few years ago.
the Directors be as decided men of eharacter as you please,

loss for capital.
not be any movement made to increase
Bank till another is about to be established.
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[t is very remarkable that there should |
the capita! of this |

And viewing the matter in that way I am disposed to trcat
them in the same way 2s if a double return were made by
the Sheriff. It is true that where the Sheriff makes a double
return it is competent for the House to decide which of the
two they will retain ; bat in that case it is assumed that all
the electors bave voted ; here it has not been decided that
the votes are all good. Some inconvenience has arisen from
the novelty of the present law. It is the first time it bas

| been acted upon, and many respectable persons have been

Hon. Mr. GOFPF.—If the Bank, through inadverteney, |

allowed the time which was given them by the Act to increase

| their capital to expire, I do not think this House wonld take

Let |

yet, if they huve a monopoly, a degree of independence will |

creap in, and there will not be that degree of accommodation
afforded which the country requires.
duty in view, and we shou'd give the sharcholders a fair
share of our attention which is their due, according to their
numbers and standing in the community. The very fact

| against this Bill,
Wo are to keep our |

that the present Bank have applied for power to increase |

their capital is & prool that.another is required. I am not
yet prepared to say which way ['will vote.

Hon. Mr. GOFF.—I have understood for some time past
that the present Bank has fuiled to aff5:d that accommoda-

tion which the public require.

Wiether that failure was |

owing to a want of means or to other causes, I am not pre- |

pared to say. Since the present Bank went into operation,
trado has greatly inereased, so that there is now room for
another. 1 would be glud to see another go into operation,
and I would be sorry to do anything that would discourage
it ; but at the same time, I do not koow how we can refuse
to gract the prayer of the petition of the sharcholders of the

present Bank, when they have asked for power to increase |
If they require an increase of their eapital, |

their capiral,
for the purpose of enabling them to afford greater accommo-
dation to the pablic, 1 certainly think we should poi oppose
the Bill. I understand they wish to increase their capital
to the amoant of £10,000.

Hon. My. McDONALD.—His honor is mistazen. Their
present capital is £30,000, anl they ask for power to
double it.

Hon. Mr. GOFFE.—I do net know what induced me, but
I was under the impression that they only asked for an in-
creave of £10,000; but if it is to double the capit.l, it in-
dnces me to change my opinion. If it is to donble the
eapital it would be likely to absorb the whole of the spare
capital, and prevcat the new Baok from going into operation.
I am of opivica that another Bank would be a great aceom-
modation to the publie.

Hou. Mr. YEO. — I cannct see how this Bank would
ioterfere with the other.
ob its own merits.

Hon. Mr. LORD —I do not believe in any one Bank
abscrbing the whole banking capital of the Colony, There
is nothing Lke & little opposition. It is well known that it
is a beuelit to have two retail shops in a settlement, We
arc here to 1epresent the benefits of the whole Island. I

and take a proper view of the qnestion, and [ think you will
agree With his honor the Attornéy General that there is no
necessity for the Dl this Scssion. I tne matter were
brought before an Anpnal meeting of the Directors, and the
Bill upplied lor by them, the case would be different; but
to shove it in just when a new Bawk is in contewpiation
Jooks very suspicious. :
Hon. Mr, GOFF.—Tt appears {o me to be a violation of
the present Act to appiy for.power to increase their capital
without ealling a general meering of theshiarcholders. llad
they applied ufter agrecing ut a genera’ mecting to do so,
the case would be d fierent, and ‘1 do not see how we could
then refuse 1o pass this Bill, >
Hon, Mr. RAMSAY.—I do not know that the present
Buuk bas afforded the aecommodation to the eonutry which
way expeeted. I canuot/ speak from personal kuowled se as
I uvever applied for any sceommodation ; but I bave been
inflormed that a man from the country, no matier what pro-

perty be holds, or what seeurity he off:vs, cannot get any | e - A i &
aceommodation without having His note endorsed by a person | the.district, and then a wajority of the houscholders might
It this is the case, the Bavk is |
Many men, who |

who resides i1 the eity.
very little accommogdation to the country.
have good properties iuv the country, have no acquaintances
rosiding in the city, therefore the Bauk cannot be any ac-
commodation to them. .

Hon. the PRESIDENT. -~ It is not for us to say who
they shall accommodate or who they shall not.  That must
be left to the Directors themselves,

Hon. Mr.' McDONALD.—1 thisk it should have beca
brought before the Legislature in a Jifferent way from this.
The law says a general mecting of the shareholders shall be
called belorg 1bey agree to an extension of their eapital; but
that bas not been dowe, and [ think isis.out of place to ask
anythieg of the kind from this House now. It has been
said that the persons who have signed the petition: for this
Bill hold a majority of the shares, and so they do, for the
whole number of shases is 3000, of which the petitioners
hold 1630 ; but there is onc persor’s name to the petition
who is on the other side of the Atlantic, and who holds 250
shares.  The petilion has been signed by his proxy on his
bebalf. I keow the prescot Bank has been a beoelit to the
country; but it is a question whetner it would be a benefit
ta the public to give them power to increase their eapital at
the present time. [ do not sceany force in the argument of
his hovor who spoke last respecting the Bauk refusing to
discount the notes of parties resicing in the country, for it is
necessary that they shoa'd be acquainted with the man, as
they could not send their notes away tirough the country to
be collected. "It is vety likely thatif they are allowed to
increase their capital they will absorb all the spare capital
and prevent the new Baunk from going into operation.
(Attorney Generab—<Hear.) ~And as [ believe another
Bm‘wﬂdp:; a lbcﬂ!ﬁs to the eountry, L thiok I will be
serving the lie fnterests by osiug this Bill,

ﬂl::. Mr. LORD. —It I thmt ywoold be a benefit to
the tradeof the Colony, I would support the Bill, but T
believe it would have a contrary effect, for it looks very much
like giving a monopoiy to oue company, and if so it would
be an injury to the country. Nor do [ think the present
Buok affords the accommodation that might be expected.
There are many respectable farmers in the country who
cannot get accommodation at it.

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL.—When the Act to in-
corporate the present Bank was passed £30,000 was all the
capital they required, but mow they want £30,000 more.
They think that much ean be in the country, and they
want to get the whole. If it were divided between the two
Baoks T thiok it wou!d be a grester benefit to the country.
11 there is sufficient spare capatal in the country vow to es-
tablish a new Bank, we saould throw every possible facility
in the way in order to get it established ; but if we pass this
Bill, the present Bauk would probably Lid higher and get
all the \ apital, and consequently the new Bank would not
get oo very prosperously. [ think it will be better to Jeave
it till next session.

Hon. Mr. DINGWELL. — I am not sarprised at his
houor from Port Hill sapporting this Liil, as he is a large

er in the Baok, and of course he would like to
hﬁp the new Bank from going into operation ; but I would
be surprised to sec any other member of this flous voting
for a measuro, that will be likely to provent the new Bank
dcom going inio operation. They asked for this Bill after
the new g company asked for a eharter,
Hon. the PRESIDENT. — I do not consider that they
have attempted 1o mine the pew Bank. There isa
Bill ate.the. new Bank before the House, and I

do not see how you ean b A
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his money i one Bank ad ot in the other, Why should
1 not bave liberty ¢ my money in any Baok [ :
tlon. Mr. AN ON.—I would be sorry to do any-

thing to injure the new Baok, but we have ne guarantee
thet it will gy hﬁ operation.  The b'mém-Buk‘:a:'.becn
» great nodation 19 the country, aud [ would not do
svything to eripple it, ~L

n dlerw

that a man should put,

advantage of that circnmstance ; but the Act says there must

be a general meeting of the sharcholders before they decide |

upon inereasing their stock . aud if they had called a general
mecting, and declared by a majority that it was necessary
to increase their capital, I would have no reason to vote
But as they have not done so, and as they
have made this application at this particular time, I am dis-
posed to allow the Bill to lie over till next session. It
appears to me that their object is to thwart the new Bank.

Ion, the PRESIDENT.—I think his honor who spoke
last has taken a wrong view of the Act. The clause which
says they shall call a genernl meetiug of the sharcholders
merely refers to the increase of their capital.
say thoy shall call a general meeting before they apply for
this Bill.  What would be the use to call a general meeting
to increase their stock, when the time allowed them by the
Aet to do so had expired ?

Hon. Mr. GOFF.—I [ally understand the clause. It says
that if it is considered necessary to increase their capital, u

| general meeting of the shareholders shall be called, and the

We should let each Baek stand | .
| and agreed to without any amendment.

|

|
|
|
|
4
|

majority shall dircct that the capital shall be increased. Bat
the time hus expired; I dare say it was through neglect.

Hon. Attoruey General submitted the following resolution :

Resolved, That the further consideration of the ¢ Aet to
continue and amend the Act for the incorporation of the Bank
of Prince Edward Island,’’ be deferred till next session.

Hon. the President moved an amendment that the clause
read be agreed to.

The Committee divided on the amendment :—

Conrexnts — Hoa. the President, Hoo. Messrs. Yeo and
Anderson—3.

Nox-Conrexts — Hon. Messrs. Attorney General, Me-
Laren, Rumsay, Henderson, Goff, Lord, McDonald, Walker,
and Dingwell—9.

The amendmeat being lost, the question was put on the
main motion, and it was agreed to without a division.

The President then resumed the chair, and the” Ilouse
adjourned.

, Moxpay, April 13.

¢ A Bill to incorporate the Union Bank of Prioce Edward

Island” was read the second time, passed through committee

Hon. Mr. GOFF presented a petition of certain inhabitants
of Lot 62 and vicinity, prayiog for an Act to alter and amend
the A=t for the sale by license of spirituous liquors. This
petition, said his honor, is very numerously and respectably
signed ; aud I think your honors will sec the necessity for

: : ; | sume legistative aetion on the subject matter therein set forth
hope your hovors will take time to consider the matier folly | S0%Y €8 UNIVOUTON TRS PTn0l BREEEY IRETURS DL IVER:

Hon ATTORNEY GENERAL —T thivk the improve-
ments in the present License Aet, which are suggested in the
petition are well worthy of the consideration of the legisiature,
and I would be very glad to have them carried into law.
Experievee has shown me that such alteratious are necessary
in-order to make the present law work as it was intended.
The adoption of the suggestion contained in the petiticn, to
wmake it compulsory on parties applying for a renewal of
their license to obtain anew the cousent of the m¥jority of the
inhabitants, would, in my opinion, be a very great improve-
ment,  Without that the provision of the present Jaw which
requires the eonsent of & majority of houscholders in a district
before a license can be obtained, may be rendered useless ;
because a person may, by taking a little trouble, go from
liouse to hcuse aud obtain the names of what may be consider-
ed a majority of the houscholders, and thus produce prima

| facie evidence that it is in reality what it is alleged to be.

!

|
|
|
|
{
|

Perhaps not 3 month might elapse before those persons
wou!d change their minds, or other persons might settle in

not be in favour of having a tavern in that locality, I think
the plan suggested by the petition, of calling a public meet-
ing for the purpose of obtaining the consent of a majority of
the inbabitants, would also be a wise and judicious provision.
Notices of a meeting could be posted, and all who did not at-
tend the meeting would be considered favoursble to opening
a tavern ; aud all who were present and wero unfavourable
would bave an opportunity of etating their reasons for being
so. - I think it would be a very fair way and would not ope-
rate injuriously to any party. Cases have come under my
own kuowledge in which the present law has been glaringly
violated. I do not know that such a Bill as is asked for by
the petitioners could be origivated in (his House, but I hope
it will not be overlooked by the other branch of the Legisla-
ture.

Hon. Mr. Goff moved that a special committee be appointed
to report on the petition, to which the House agreed. Comw-
wittee.—[on. Messrs. Goff, Attorney General and Dingwell.

House adjourned. .
Tuespay, April 14,

Committee of privileges and elections resumed.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—Mr. Chairman, the
committeo appear desirous to have this long and tedious
matter brought to a termination. There is nothing, it ap-
peats to me, before the committee but to decide the result
of the various votes that have been serutinized, I think we
have gone carefully through all the votes that have beea taken
up by the Stieriff, and upon which evidence was called and
examined by him. There arc a great many mors votes ob-
Jeeted to by each party, on which it manilestly appears that
the Sheriff could’not enter, for the good and sufficient reason
that the time for the return of his writ had been out before
he could do so; therefore, he was powerless. That was no
fault of the Sberiff or of either the petitioning Candidate
or of his honor the sitting member. [n dealing therefore
with the votes placed before us, we find that the total num-
ber polled for the patiticning candidate was 456. Of these
27 were scratinized by the Sheriff as #0 many of the objected
vites. The result as far s we have concluded, ehows that
19 of these are insafficient in law, or otherwise illegally
entered upon the poll books ; therefore deducting these itom
the total number would leave 447.  For bis honor the sitting
member, the total pumber polied was 490. Of these 57
were serutinized by the Sheriff, 43 of which were found by
this committee to be insuflicient in law or illegally entered
on the poll books, which would reduce the number for the
sitting member to 447 also, thus placing the two parties on
an equality of votes, These circumstances render it difficult
for this committee to come to a decision which would prove
beyond doubt to be just and equital'e 2s regards the in-
dividuals affected by this petition. We see clearly that there
are a great number.of votes not scrutinized, and judging from
experience, we may assume that there are bad votes yot re-
maining in proportion to those we have felt it our duty to
strike off. Therefore it is impossible for vs to say who has
the greatest number of good votes. The idea is merely epe-
culative,. We caunct arrive at a conc usion unless we de-
termine to carry on the serutiny, and to take it up where the
Sheriff closed ; and it becomes a question, first, whether it is
competent for this committee to do so, ard if so, secondly
whether it is expedient. If we decide thet it is not com:
petent, we may be compromising our own privileges and lay-
ing a stumbling block in the way of those who may ceme
after us. [ would be loath to debar ourselves from that
right, and I would he equally loath to launch into it, for we
kuow the vast amonat of tima that would be consumed, and

| the esormous expense that would be ineurred, by bringing

‘witnesses belore this commiitee, I therefore think it is
better to leave that question undecided till the time arrives
‘when it will be absolutely necessary to decide it. In my
opinion there is no other practicable course by which to ar-
rive at justice, but for the two contending parties 10, appeal
.to their coostituencies again. They now stand equally before
us and [ am disposed to consider them in the same light as
if they stood equal before the Sherifl as sometimes happens.

It does not |

|
|

-shown that he had good

at a loss to decide what is the meaning of the qualification
clause ; not that it is ambiguous, but beeause it is ot pro-
perly understood. Many persons have no doubt voted who
had pot good votes, and many good votes have been withheld.
Bat after the experience of the late election, they will be
better able to decide who have good votes aud who bave not;
aud there will be a better chance for all parties to obtain
fair and equal justice. 1 therefore think there is no other
conclusion we caa come to but to require a new election for
that distriet. Iu order to tes: the opinion or the committiee,
I have drawn up the following resolation : —

¢« Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee ™alter
a careful nvestigation of the written Evidence taken on the
Scratiny before the Sheriff of King’s County, and after hear-
ing the Peiitioning Candidate, William Stainford MeGowan,
Esq,, in person, and also Counsel for His Honor the sitting
member, bafore your Committee, that out of fifty-scven votes
given for His Honor, and ohjected to by or on behalf of the
said Petitioning Candidate and scratinized by the said Sheriff,
forty-three appear to be insufficient in law, or otherwise ille-
gally entered on the poll book,~whieh last number deducted
from four hundred and ninety, the total number polled for
His Honor the sitting member, reduces his number of valid
votes to four hundred and forty-seven. And your Committec
find that outof twenty-seven votes given for the said Petition-
er, and objscted to by or on bebalf of His Honor the sitting
member, und scrutinized byethe Sheriff, nineteen appear to be
insuflicient in law, or otherwise illegally entered on the poll
book,—which last number deducted from four huandred and
filty-six, the total number polled for the petitioning czndidate,
reduces his number of valid votes to four hundred and forty-
seven, your Committee thus finding the petitioning candidate
and his Houor the sitting member to Lave an equal numter of
votes, reckoning for each the unobjected votes and those
which by the scrutiny appear to your Committee sufficient in
law. That independent of the votes so comvrised in such
equal numbers, there still appear by the poll books a large
number of votes objected to, as well on behulf of the petition-
ing caudidate as on bebhalf of his Honor the sitting member,
but which were not scrutinized by the Sherifl in consequence
of the time limited for the return of his writ haying expired
before he was enabled to ecrutinize such last mentioved votes.
That His Honor the sitting wember hath applied to your
Committee, and prayed that he may be permitted to bring
evidence before your Committee, fur the purpose of scrutiniz-
ing such of these votes as were objected to by him ; but your
Committes deem it expedient not to adopt such a course of
proceeding ; and that your Committee comsider, uunder the
peculiar circumstances of this case, that the return by the
Sheriff of King’s County, as far as relates to his lionor the
gitting member, should be set aside and a new writ of election
ordered for the return of one member fof the Second Legis-
lative Council Distriet of King's Coanty.”

Hon. Mr. BEER.—I suppose, everything considered, it
is best to support that resolution, and [ intend to do so, A
question might perhaps be brought up when the President is
in the chair respectiog some of the votes, but it would wot
be satisfuctory to allow either bis honor the sitting mem-
ber or the petitioning candidate to retain the seat with only
oue or two of a majority. I will, therefore, support the re-
solution, heping that we will not have a second edition of the
same thing afier the clection, :

The question was then put on the resolution, and it passed
io the affirmative without » division.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL —T think it is neces-
sary for us to give an expression of opinion relative to the
expenses of this scrutiny—to show that there is nothing
which would bring bis honer the sitting*member under the
operation of the 10th section of the Act 18 Victoria, Cap. 17,
and render him liable for the costs; for it is manifest that
the seruting was (airly conducted before the Sheriff, and its
premature termination was not the fault of either Can-
didate,

Hon. Mr. BEER—It should be understood that the
petitioning candidate and the sitting member should be
placed upon the same footing, as it appears that each had an
equal right to the seat,

Hon. Mr. LORD.—TI do not agree with the last speaker,
When the petitioning candijate bas drawn the sitting mem-
ber into the necessity of proving a number of his votes to be
good, I think he should pay the expenses. - It is true, both
the petitioning candidate and the sitting mewber have come
out equal, but the latter was drawn into the scrutiny by the
former. As the petitioning candidate is so very anxious for
Legislative honors, and as he has failed 1o prove his right to
the seat, I think he should pay the expenses, if the Govern-
ment dv not pay them.

Hon. Mr, YEO.-=I think the petitioning candidate has
nde to apply for a scrutiny.
Now there is neither candidate in. Oue has as good a right
to the seat as the other, and why should one be more liable
for the expenses than the other ?

Hon. Mr. DINGWELL:—1 do not think it is the desire
of the House that either candidate should suffer. I would
object to having the expenses bear heavy on «ither.

[Ton. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—I do not think it is
the intention or desire of the House to adjudge the costs on
either party. We should leave the matter just asitis. The
law does not contemplate that we should pronounce any de-
cision in the case. We merely wish to show that there is
nothing in the conduct of his honor the sitting member whiok
wou'd bging the costs upon him. The candidates must make
up their costs and get them the best way they ean. If they
can got them by a vote of the House of Assembly, I have no
objections, g

The House was then resumed, and the chairman reported
that they had gone through the business to them yeferred and
bad come to the above resolution.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL laid before the Heuse
the Estimates for the present year.

House adjourned.

TuespAy AFTERNOON.

At four o'clock this day His Excellency George Dundas,
Esquire, came to the Council Chamber, and, the Housc of
Assembly having been summoned to the Bar, assented, in
Her Majesty’s name, to a Bill entituled, *“ an Aot to in-
corporate the Marine Insurance Company of Prince Edward
Island,” and a Bill entituled ** 2an Act relating to Steam
Navigation with this Island.”

House adjourned. v

Taorspay, April 16.

A messagd was brought from the Iouse of Assembly by
the Hon. Mr. Longworth, with a Bill to alter and amend an
Act entituled " an Act to consolidate and amend the several
laws relating to ldueation.” The said Bill was read a first
time, and crdered to be read a second time on Baturday
next,

On motion of the Hon Mr. Beer, the Bill * to incorporate
the Union Bank of Prince ¥dward Islaod” was read the
third time and passed.

House adjouraed.

Fripay, April 17

A message was brought from the Ilouse of Assembly by
the Hon. Mr. Longworth, with a Bill “ to amend the laws
relating to Statute Labour, and to authorize the establish.
ment of certsin additional road Districts, and the appoiate
ment of Commissioners therefor.” ”

House adjourned. *

Sarurpay, April 18.

A Bill relating to Statute Labour was read the eecond
time and committed to a Commitfee of the whole House.
Hon, Mr. Beer in the chair,

Hon. Mr. LORD.—1I have a decided objection to the
establishment of any more rosd Districts. 1t will eost the
country something more, and I do not think there is any
necessity for it. Probably the Government party have some
particular friendsin those places, for whom they wish to creato
offices. I thiok it is a waste of publio money. Taey are
uow putting a heavy duty on molasses, and other articles, and
the money should not be rquandered, =

|

{

|

Ifon. the PRESIDENT.—I think there is a very great
necessity for an additional Road Commissioner for Lot 17..
The roads in that Township are very public, and I see this
Bill gives autbority to the Commissiouer to employ labourers
to keep them in repair. It will not cost the country any-
thing more, as I see the £10 allowed to the Commissioner
comes out of the road appropriations. Persons arc required
on those roads continaally to keep them in repair. I travelled
the road to Summerside last fall, and it was slmost impos-
gible to get along. By employing men, and filling up the
ruts in time, money will be saved, and the roads will be
kept so that people can travel on them.

Bon. Mr. ANDER3SON.—There is always a considerable
sam appropriated for the reads ncar Charlottetown, and I
do not find fault with that. Summerside is the capital of
Prince County, aud tic roads there are almost impassable,
Had the House of Assembly voted £100 more to keep them
in repair I would bave been better satisfied.

Hoo, Mr. RAMSAY.—-I consider this a very important
clause. The Commissioner for Lot 17 will have more to do
than any other in Prince County. I do not thiuk thbre ie
such another rozd to be found in the Island, as that near
Summerside, particularly in the fall of the year. It isa

| hard case when persons bringing their produce to wmarket,

after they have drawn it perhaps upwards of 20 wiles, should
get stuck within a mile and a balf of Summerside. Persons
who oppose this measure cannot have “the interests of the
farmers at heart.

Hoo. Mr. DINGWELL.—I do not pretend to be ac-
quainted with the locality, or to say whether another Com-
missioner should be appointed or not, but I think it is a step
in the wrong direction. I was in bopes that the day was
ot far distant whea-we would not have more than two or
three Commissioners for each County, and have them suf.
ficiently paid te ensble them to look after the roads properly.
In most parts of the country the roads are going entirely out
of repuir, and I do not think it will effect any improvement
to appoint more Commissioners. The Goverumeat should
appoint better men. Mauy of them do not know how money
ehould be expended, but there are some exceptions. Many
persons arc appoiuted Cowmissioners merely beeause they
are strong political partizans. I do not blame ome party
more than the other, but the public interests suffer by the
appointment of inefficient persons for Commissioners.

fHon. Mr. RAMSBAY .- The inbabitants of Summerside
bad to raise upwards of £20 last fall in order to make their
roads passable. I think it is very disereditable to have our
roads in tuch a state as (o render it necessary to do #o.

Hor. Mr. LORD.—I did not refer particularly to Sum-
merside. 1 have the interests of the farmers at heart as
wuci a8 any of your honors. 1f I bave made any money cn
this Island it has been through the furmers. Wiat neces-
sity is there for another Commigsioner for Lot 667 What
I find fault with is, that the country is involved in debt.
Even with the additional duty, you will find that there will
be a deficiercy of five or six thousand pounds in the revenue
tbis year. I do mot speak because I would oppose a grant
for Summerside. I would Yike to see their roads kept in
good order, 85 that their gentlemen could walk along com-
fortably and keep his boots clean.

Hon. Mr. BEER.—I too, consider it a step in the wrong
direction, If fewer Commissioners were appoiuted, aad if
they were each paid two or three handred poands a year, so
that they ecould devote their whole time to looking after the
roads, it would be very wall ; but we cannot do so at prescat,
I do not sce any ot jection to the appointment of two additi-
ooal Commissioncrs when the representatives of those dis-

tricts have conscuted to pay them out of the road money |

appropriated for those distriets.

The first clause was then agreed to, and the socond clause
read.

Hon. the PRESIDENT.—The first part of this clause
refers to Lot 65. That district appears to be considered too
large,  One wan cannot attend to it for £10; and it bas
been theught advisable to divide it into two. 1 have
travelled through the district. The roads are very exten-
sive. There is only ene district from the mouth of this
harbour to Crapaud.

Bon. Mr. LORD.—T know all the roads in that district,
but I blame the Government for allowing those little extra
expenses to ereap in.  Probably there is some friend of the
Government there for whom they waant an office. L believe
it is just a party step.

Hon, the PRESIDENT.—We should consider the clause
before us on its own merits, and not szy that it is a party
step, or intended to give favour to partizans. We should
leave the present Government to appoint whom tkey please,
and let the next Government do so tco. [ thiuk another
Comumissioner is required, for that district is wery extensive
and thickly settled. I do not see any reason to oppose this
clause,

Hon. Mr. GOFF.—I believe cconomy is tho order of the
day, and though the people’s represcntatives are to hushand
the means at their disposol, yet they should comsider the
wants of the people whom they represent. And I have no
doubt but they have been guided by the wants of the people
in this case—that their objeet is not to favour any friend or
political partizan. 1 cannot see any reason to opposo this
clause, and will there ore support it.

Hon. Mr. LORD.--1f we are not to express an opinion,
we might as well no: come here at all. ?anmt see that
any moré Road Commissioners are required.

- Hon. Mr. HENDERSON.—I awm frequently on the roads,
and I have travelled through a part of the district under
coosideration. It is in the district which [ t; and
though I would bestow the utmost of my eare upon the roads,
from one end of the Island to the other, yet I am entitled to
pay particular attention to the part I represent. I would
oppose any additional expense, unless I were well satisfied
that it was really necessary. In speaking of cfficers, I do
not know any class that require to be more energetio than
the Road Commissioners, and I would like to be eatisfied
that the one to be appointed for the district under consider-
ation would be * the right man in the right place.” Without
pretending to be more serupulous than other members, I
would vote against my brother if I thought he was not * the
right man in the right place.” We cannot espeet 2 Road
Commissioner to speaod more time on the roads than his salary
will warrant him io doing. I have becn ofien struck with
the attention paid to some districts compared to others, and
I think the difference is owing, in a great measure, to want
of cnergy in some of the Commissioners. I have been in
some places where it was a shame to see the way in which the
Statute Labour was done. There should be gome means of
ascertaining if the Commissioners bad done their daty; for
when one part of the road is negleeted, it is an injustice to
the whole community. I would guard against extravagant
expenditare of the public money as much as any person; bat
being satisfied that this item is required, that it will be a
geveral benefit, and that it is not designed 23 a bribe to par-
tizanghip, [ will support the clause. .

This and the two tollowing elauses were agreed to.

The fifth clause, giving power to the Commissioner of Lot
17 to employ libourers on the road, was then read.

Ilon. Mr. DINAWLELL.—That clause gives more power
to the Commissioner of Lot 17 than is exercised by any other
on the Island.

Hon, the PRIISIDENT.—1It is to enable the Commis-
sioner to hire men to fill up the ruts in the road. Two or
three shillings t in that way may eave poands. ’

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON.—If it were ~ightly attended to

it would be the most n‘v(i’:z principle. It would be acting | so

in aceordance with the old proverb, “ a stitch in time
saves nine.”” | have known men to fi.l up the ruts and mend
the roads near their own places, without any remuneration ;
and if all would do so, it would save a vast amount to the
country. In Britain they have men stationed at certain dis-
tances to attend to the roads.

Hon. Mr. LORD.—What is the use to compare Prince

Edward Island to Britain # There men are kept on the roads |

all the time to attend to them, and each parish is assessed to
pay them. I-woald like to see a reasonable amount appro-
priated for Lot 17, but would not consent to it in the
power of the Commissioncr to draw for what Le wants.
Hon. the PRESIDENT.—Tbe Commissioner canaot draw

upon the Goverameat. He can only get what is appropriated.

| The question of concurrence was then put om the clause
| under consideration, and it passed in the aflirmative.

. The remaining clauses were agreed to without any discus-
sion. The Hovse was then resumed, and the Chafrman
| reported the Bil! agreed to, without any amendment.

The House then went into Committee of the whole ¢n tha
Eduction Bill. Hon, Mr. Walker in the Chair,

First clause agreed to—second read.

Hoo. Mr. LORD.—TI understand that the difference bes
| tween the Government allowance ynder this Act and that

| under the Act at present in operation, must be made up by

ihe inhabitants of a district before they can get a teacher.

Hon. Mr. ANDERSON.—I think it should be left
| for some teachers might be willing to cogage for the
verdment allowance. A young man who could not get a
schiool elsewhere, might be willing to teach in the districs
where his father resides, for the Governmert allowanee.
After scme experience there, hemight get a school in anothes
district. I do not see any reason why he should be prohi.
bited from doing so. ;

lIt_):. ‘\tlg BEER.—Tbc;re is anotber clauss in the Act which
provides that a poor settlement may, by making application
to the Board of Education, be allowed to engage a Leacher
for the Government allowance. - -

Hon. Mr. LORD.—1 think it is bettsr to I the dig-
nity of the Teachers. 1tis necessary that they
respectable.  Without that clause the Teachers -im
ground down to the bare Government allowance.

Hon. the PRESIDENT.—I think that clause is a very pro-
per one. It is seldomGwe can get & Teacher for the amosnt
now paid by the Government. pay
I dﬁnot :i\nidahr the amount the Teachers get to be too much.

on. Mr. ANDERSON.—I do not think much,
bat T would rather leave it open. M.“h

Ion. Mr. DINGWELL. — I think the school mastsrs are
capable of Jooking after their own interests. There is & great
difference between Teachers. Some men would toack
fortgreatdedh-tbnnoldolcnrdfeﬂon.ﬁll

nnot s¢e any why such a should be introduced.
I do not see why Teachers should be bound by the
ture more than other classes of people. 1t should be leit to
the people to make the best could.

g

Hon Mr. GOFF.—I think this clause is & necessary
one. The respectability of the Teachers shoald up,
and some inducement should be held out to men of to

comle forward as teachers. 1 am glad to see that the Govern-
ment have adopted that mode—that those who get

benefit of the Teacher’s sorvices should contribate
towards his salary. The people will take more

g
i

i

the schools. None of the public money has been so much
abueed as that expended for education. “Many parents were
80 carcless about sending thir children to school, and the
trustees, in many instances, were so careless, that the schools
were left without fuel, and the children without books.
Cowpelling the parents to contribute something to-

wards tho salary of the Teacher, will, in my opinion,
an improvement in this respect. I might object to this
if it wo;e io:.it that there i,l' another claus» =
a poor ct m ta Teacher without the paren

anything. 1 m}’lStht such a clause is ..m
would not make 1t biading on all districte. Some teachers
get & considerable amount over the Government allowunce
now, and it is not likely that they will engage for less after

thil-! Bmxl;ma'a xhw Yt an r;!;oy before.

on. Mr. RAMSAY — on 0

clause is, thata -ertain mm J?hx

people before the Leacher will get any part of the Governiment

allowance, and at the same time the duily

of leholarru'i; r;ioed. When the ople are > m

a pari of the Teacher's salary, T'think the average s

leR us it was before. e : . o il
llon. the PRESIDENT. — Under the first free edueation

Act, when the average auend&uee fell below a

part of the 2

| ber, the Teacher got no

but now thero i; a deduction made. This is to urge the
parties iuterested to keep up the average. 1 think it is & very
necessary clause. s ‘ Dy ’

“Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—1 think this clanse is in-
dispensable. It is one of the main alterations in vhe Bill to
compell the inhabitants of each district to pay £15 of the
Teachers’ salary. I do not think it will with disud-
vantags either to the Teachers or to the public. It is ieaving
it to the inhabitants to say whether they will tax themselves
or not. We kuow there will be objections made by narrow-

minded people, and where they can a cheap teacher
{ get" left thil lu.r'z

i
;

il

will take him upon that score alone. r
| would te injuriously on the best interests
As to raising the average, I think that is “too.
hae been shown that the present Act has been
Sehools have existed, and got grants, where average was
not kept up. I have heard of such instances, and am satis-
fied th‘t:’; is the case, [nmrm. I think it is necessazy to
increase the average. In case of the average falling short,
is :ft ju;: as it 'n‘:bofon. . o8 .
on. Mr. H1ENDERSGN.—T have had some experience as
a school Trustee, and T am pre to sapport the
its eol:a:l sha The Act would be if it
othe . The old Act was a greai improvement
;‘mued tho' Tn?bb make up any
‘eacher's sa the a falling below
standard. lh.zomni dual captious, and
would 'i:ln-dnw his children and break up the
we were, in a manner, d bim ; but
that [ hpd as much inlnm&l Mr
be had,"and he would not succeed. The state of our
is compelling us to make a change, and I believe the
masters will bs found as patriotic as any class on the
They will be willing to take a share d&o .
fore, while we have it in our power, I 'm
Teachers in their standing lw. 1
clause, but 1 would be better if 1 saw the
the other clauses referred to. ;
Hon. Mr. ANDERSON. —T think that elause will hear hard
upon the poorer clussee. There might be two or three wealthy
persons in a district, and all the rest poor., "
Hon. the PRESIDENT.—T would liketo ask his honur how
we could Nﬁ:hh all those cases that might srise? It muet
t it is uot likely that ths

4
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i

f

a!t?!g‘

be left to themselves.
Trustees would com a to who
i, Moot el e B iy B otk
A ¢ canprot make
e
. Mr. .—1t was a in the
Act that while it made it imperative on the bm-b
-pu‘ydeﬂoleiqldﬂnMu'lM.‘ from the
non-attendance of scholars, it did not enable the to
assess the culpable parties. .
House resumed, and

A message was brou the Iouse of
2:'..,!:“50*’;‘:;?' a Bill “to M’#;E
name President i .
- h’nk A~ while and Dmfl th
H n in Committee Education Bill. -
B::r M.r‘.“GOPC. —? -u.?.“' e
honors that there is a great deal of in

Debt Courts oceasioned persons sued for

-mamnc;uﬁmnm“un-t

C?;tdt:.pporﬁo-m. A-:ﬂuuuﬁr“ﬁlt

a fo 8 where a w was brought before
Court. {Jl‘l:k the Act should

free a person of costs who is
Hon, the PRESIDENT. — An,

poor widow for non-payment for
echool house can have but little feeling for the poor.

uﬁwuuh' rovision for individual cases in an Act.

islation. We can only

zo individcalize you will get

this Act there is a discretionary
the Trustees. If you attempt to
or persons who have been redusced

S ———




