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Election Talk

Mr. Geogge Hees' suggestion at
a news conference in St. yohn’s that
a Federal election this fall 1s not by
any means out of the question is
one that should not go unheeded. It
must be remembered that at no time
has the Prime Minister said there
will be no election this year. The in-
ference that he will take until next
June is based on purely speculative

! considerations and not on any of-
: ficial statement. All that is known
. for certain is that an election will
i be called sometime between now

and the summer of 1958 Eut, Mr.
Hees maintains, the present govern-
ment has given plenty of proof that
it has very little respect for oppo-
gition parties; and if Liberal Party
strategists thought for one moment
"that a snap election would be to
their advantage, there is not the
slightest doubt that they would pro-
ceed with it. And, of course, it would
be a perfectly legitimate tactic with
well established precedent to back
It up. After all, governments cannot
be expected to give their opponents
any advantage that is within their
power to withhold. That sort of
chivalry is not characteristic of
practical politics and it never has
been.

It must be remembered, too, that
Opposition speakers dared the Gov-
ernment on several occasions during
the recent session to submit their
policies to the people at the earliest
possible moment; and, although the
Government did not accept the chal-
lenge while Parliament was in ses-
sion, the way clearly was left open
for acceptance at any time. It would
seem that the proper course for the

~ Progressive Conservatives—the only
oposition party which is really in a
position to assume national respon-
sibility—is to proceed on the as-
sumption that an election is indeed
imminent. Then, if things should
turn out that way, they would be
ready for the campaign; if not, no
harm would have been done. Snap
‘¢lections have no terrors for the
wary.

Mars Drawing Nearer

Dusty and red, the planet Mars
Is swinging closer and closer to
earth in the southern sky. On Sep-
tember 7 it will be only some 35
million miles way. Astronomers
spread across the world, working
together through the International
Mars Committee, are preparing to
give Mars its most intensive inspec-
tion since the perfection of the tele-
scope.

This observation program is al-
ready under way. By the end of July
two unexpected features had been
found. On June 28, a cloud mass was
reported high in the Martian atmo-
sphere extending beyond the ter-
minator, or sunset line, of the planet.
In early July, astronomers of the
Lowell Observatory at Flagstaff,
Arizona, detected an unusually
bright spot some 250 miles wide on
the edge of the planet’s south polar
icecap. The bright spot persisted for
about 10 days, but it did not develop
into the vast atmospherie disturb-
ance, covering some 350,000 square
miles, that a similar bright spot pro-

‘duced in 1922, ‘

' Though Mars in its 1956 approach
0 the earth will be about as close
it _ever comes, : atmospheric con-
litions on the planet have so far
phibited good viewing of surface

There is good possibility,

that the atmosphere will

the September 7 opposition

the atmosphere of a planet.

As the Martian atmosphere clears
and the planet moves closer to the
earth, the 22 observatories of the
Mars Committee will intensity their
efforts to capture the surface fea-
tures photographically—the canali,
the oases, the rifts in the rapidly
melting polar cap, and the blue-green
areas thought to be vegetation.
From such new information added
to data gathered over the last half
century, astronomers may be able to
speculate with more confidence on
Martian conditions — whether the
planet is volcanic, whether it has a
core of molten metal like earth's,
and what kind of life, if any, it is
capable of supporting.

Mr. Hoover's Speech

While listening o the lite speech
of that grand old man of the Re-
publican Party, Mr. Herbert Hoover,
one was struck by the great change
that has taken place in the Repub-
lican social concept of go:ernment
since the time of his Presidency. Mr.
Hoover made no secret of his abhor-
rence of any governmental inter-
ference with commerce and industry
and of anything that smacks of the
“welfare state”. Even for democra-
tic socialism—such as advocated by
the British Labour Party, for ex-
ample—he had harsh words. He
called it the “veiled sister” of Marx-
ism. He was consistent, of course,
for that was his policy as President:
but he was speaking for the sort of
conservatism that has virtually pas-
sed away from all democratic politi-
cal forms. The convention cheered
him at the end of every sentence \in
his speech; but the cheers were for
his courage and his eloquence, not
for the laissez faire which he would
like to see restored to Republican
policy. Perhaps no more than a
dozen delegates in the convention
hall would agree with him in this;
and not even they would publicly
admit as much; for to do so would
be to run counter to President Eisen-
hower’s liberalism which, in its es-
sence, differs not a whit from that
advocated by Adlai Stevenson.

Taking one thing with another,
and allowing for differences of lan-
guage and emphases, the Republi-
can policy and the Democratic policy
with respect to social concepts as
they apply to government are so
much alike that they allow for very
little argument. Whatever contro-
versy there is has to do with meth-
ods of administration rather than
with beliefs.

For all that, Mr. Hoover had a
message for us all, Canadians and
Americans alike; the message that
social legislation of one kind and
another, helpful though it is, and
Indeed necessary in the complex
society of our times, ought not to
be regarded as the summum bonum
in life. Private initiative and re-
sourcefulness are still the forces
which give the greatest strength
and vitality to any society.

EDITORIAL NOTES

The Manchester Guardian has
some good words to say anout Sec-
retary of State Dulles. The poor
man will appreciate them very much,
for he has had more than his share
of the other kind.
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The largest gathering of dele-
gates in the history of Methodism
is about to begin in North Carolina.
It will be the 9th World Methodist
Conference. 2500 delegates from 70
countries will be in attendance, rep-
resenting 18 million church mem-
bers.

. L] .

Scientists at a government lab-
oratory in Deep River, Ont., have
announced that “so far” atomic and
hydrogen bomb explosions have had
only slight effect on milk. The fact
that they have had any effect at all
s one more reason among many
others. why the tests should be done
away with or at least kept within a
proved margin of safety, !
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Although the two countries ar
so far ‘apart, the United Kingdom
remains New Zealand’s best cus-
tomer. Of the $730 million export

_trade in 1955, more than $476 mil-

It went to the old
Ik of it in meat,
4and ‘wool, There was
a wood pulp, a com-
‘New Zealand export.

‘worth of
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This column is open to the discus
sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does meé
necessarily endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

HIGHWAY COMPLAINT

Sir,—We, who are unfortunate |
enough to live on the forgotten ‘
end of the Island, wish to call the
attention of all concerned to the
shameful condition of the highway
between Souris and Red Point.

Things have come to a pretty
pass when local motorists and tour-
ists are obliged to detour through
a dusty dirt road by way of St.
Catherines to avoid damage to
their cars on what is supposed to
be a paved highway, completed
only two years ago at a great ex-
pense and repaired last year.

Work on the Black Pond cause-
way, which is an eyesore to the
people of this part of the com-
munity, is also at a stand-still and
gesidents fear they will be faced
with the same hazardous condi-
tions as last year, when, due to
the fall rains and mild winter
weather, this was impassible, and
trucks and tractors had to be re-
sorted to in assisting motorists
get their cars through the deep
mud.

We would suggest that our local
representatives take a ride over
this section of the road and see
the conditions as they really exist.
May be they would not take the
risk of damaging their cars.

It is not easy to understand why
the section of the road between
Souris and Charlottetown has been
kept in good condition, all summer
while this part has been complete-
Iy neglected, despite the fact that
we pay the same taxes and lic-
ences. :

In the fall of 1954 and again
last year we were promised a
snow plow to be used on the Eas-
tern area. This promise like many |
others was not fulfilled. It is sug-
gested that all poll directors from ‘
Souris to East Point call a meet- |

|
|

ing to discuss this situation which
has become so serious, and form-
ulate some plan to prevent a rep-
itition of last year’s condition.

I am Sir, etc. J
AN IRATE LIBERAL.
Elmira. P.E.I.
|
|
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From The Guardian Files

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(Aug. 23, 1931)

The Trans-Canada Air Pageant
will be held at the Upton Air-
port Monday, according to a de-
cision reached last evening by
Mr. G.M. Ross, manager of the
Pageant in connection with Dr.
J.S. Jenkins.

Col. H.D. Johnson, Maj. T.E.
MacNutt, and Mr. W.S. Hughes
leave the Province tomorrow for
the annual convention of the Can-
adian Legion, B.E.S. L.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Aug. 23, 1946) -

Dr. G.J. Wherrett, executive
secretary of the Canadain Tuber-
culosis  Asssociation, said today
that the outlook with respect to
tuberculosis in Canada was def-
initely encouraging, although ser-
ious gaps still existed in the con-
trol programme. He went on to
say that the largest decrease was
in Prince Edward 1sland where
the death rate fell from 63.7 in
1944 to 45.7.

At the Canada and Newfound-
land Education Association con-
vention, held in Ed Mr.

| crete runways but
| the same problem when the ‘MIG’

Nato Pilots" Training

By Willilam Courtenay, O.B.E,

PARIS,—All Nato Pilots are to
be trained in the use of atomic
weapons so that when they re-
ceive aircraft capable of carry-
ing atomic bombs they will be ef-
ficient at firing or discharging
these lethal loads. This will af-
fect not only American and Royal
Air Force Squadrons but the Roy-
al Canadian Air Force Division of
12 Squadrons and other Nato Air
Forces in Europe.

When the Canadian built ‘Sabre’
is withdrawn from use in Cana-
dian and other Air Forces here,
later Fighter Bombers will pos-
sess nuclear capability so such
training will become essential.

Moreover NATO requires anoth-
er 30 to 40 airfields strategically
dispersed along its 4,00 mile
Front from Norway to Turkey to
guarantee the mobility of the Air.
These are the two chief points em-
phasized in talks had here yesrer-
day with both General Alfred M
Gruenther the Supreme Comman-
der and with his Air Deputy and
end-of-the-year successor General
Lauris Norstad USAF.
DOMINATING FACTOR

Surveys of NATO'S present pos-
ition and future requirements are
clearly dominated by the exis-
tence of nuclear weapons on both
sides of the Iron Curtain. It is be-
coming increasingly clear that the
both sides beleive the only way to
guarantee that aircraft carry-
ing atomic bombs do not reach
their targets, is by destruction of
all the airfields from which they
arise other methods, such as Ear-
ly Warning Systems and methods
of detection and deflection includ-
ing air combat have their part to
play. But nothing could be more
sure than destruction of airfields.

The original programme of
building 135 airfields along the

| immense NATO Front has been

completed — that is all these air-
fields are usable tho not all have
completed buildings What Gener-
al Gruenther now requires is an
additional number of utility air-
fields’ — these need be simple
concrete runways with fueling
facilities for emergency in case
many major airfields are render-
ed unserviceable in the first clash
of surprise attack. Given these ad-
ditional airstrips and the mobility

| of the Air Forces is more com-

fortably assured. It would not be
s0 easy to destroy 200 airfields in
one surprise blow. It was pointed
out to me that Russia at present ha
one advantage in dispersal plans
— she can use grass fields for
the ‘MIG' Our Fighters being 3
or 4 times as heavy require con-
Russia faces
replacement programme inevita-
bly takes place.

As Fighters grow heavier they
need longer runways still, so
many existing airstrips must be
lengthened: this require more
concreté; more purchase of the
land: and more money. For these
reasons everyone here at SHAPE
is watching anziously the Amer-
fcan re-action towards the For-
eign Aid Programme which Presi-
dent Eisenhower, from a sick bed,
is begging Congress not to cut.
The House of Representatives has
already urged a cut from four bil-
lion nine hundred million dollars
;;1 three billion eight hundred mil-
on.

RUSSIA'S DECISION

SHAPE Chiefs are not impres-
sed by Russia’s decision to ecut
1.250,00 men from the Army I
was told SHAPE had commene-
ed this thinning out in 1953 be-
cause- of the coming of nuclear

L.W. Shaw was elected to the dir-
ectorate, Mr, Shaw is Prince Ed-
ward Islands representative to. the
convention.

SULLIVAN IN HOSPITAL

NEW HAVEN, Conn, (AP)-—
Ed Sullivan, nationslly syndicated
newspaper columnist and televis-
ion personality, has been admitted
to Grace-New Haven Community
Hospital. Sullivam was being
treated for what the hospital de-
scribed as ‘“‘some eOngestion in
the lower right lobe of his lung.
His condition is not serious. Sul-
livan and three oth were in-
jured in a two-cag Aug.
6. %

pons with their immensely in-
creased fire power Russia {8 thus
merely following the NATO Jead
—three years later -~ as she #lso
acquires muclear weapons = and
can man a battle line with Jess
ground troops. The same number
of Russian troops, as formerly,
still face NATO in the West es-
pecially on the central Front
where the German Divisions with-
out leaving dangerous gaps in the
long line, i
And the German Army is late
< perhaps by a year < because
the German Parliament has not
yet brought this Army of 500,00
men into being and it may be Sep-

tember before the Bill becomes
Law Its first Divisions are there-
fore likely to be composed of its
trained police forces.

The pipeline which General
Ridgeway told me at SHAPE in
January 1593 should be complet-
ed by the close of 1954 and which
General Gruenther told me here
in January 1955 ought to be ready
by the close of 1956, still lags. En-
gineering problems will delay com-
pletion until the close of 1957. But
it is growing and will bring fuel
from well protected underground
blast proof routes to every air-
field on the 4,00 mile Front, to
us again guaranteeing the mobil-
ity of allied Air Squadrons Rus-
sia still appears to have nothing
comparable. Her oil must cross

2,000 miles of land from the Cas. |

pian Sea to the Front - across ter-
rain open to our bombing It will
prove a very vulnerable supply
route,

ANOTHER FACTOR

One other factor emerges from
an up to date survey of the pos-
ition as it affects both sides of the
Iron Curtain. The Russians must
depend upon a “Polar War” f
they would send Bombers to the
vitals of America's industries The
free world has at its disposal, a
chain of airfields built by Ameri-
can resources round the world.
These encircle Russia, Siberia and
all communist lands United States
strategic Alr Command — now
to be aided by Britain’s gowing
force of jet bombers — is able
to reach the vitals of Russia from
these airfields.

It confers flexibility upon our
Air Forces and assures that all
these airfields cannot be struck at
once. The Russians are in an in-
ferior position for they cannot
bomb from across the Pacific —
but only from air bases on their
own great landmass.

Faith in SHAPE is thus pinned
chiefly on the powerful deterrent
now growing with modern air-
craft and nuclear weapons. Both
leaders stressed to me that thus
is made up of balanced ground
and air forces and of navies where
required. If strong, it becomes the
cheapest insurance and effective-
ly prevents a war because the
threat of retaliation will be too
much for an aggressor to risk.

WORKERS LEAVE DOCKS

COLOMBO. Ceylon (AP — A
strike for )double pay on a reli-
gious holiday Monday held up
loading and unloading of 34 ships
in Colombho harbor. Since it was
the Buddhist Day of the Full
Moon, a port official said, the
4,000 workers wanted to spend the
time in meditation. The official
added they said they would forego
the meditating, however, for
double pay.
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 Medically
Speaking

By Herman N. Bundesen, M. D.'
HOW TO GIVE COLD PACKS
ANY WHY THEYRE GIVEN
Cold has ite ‘place in treating

certain ailments just as does heat.

While heat generally helps to
increase circulation, cold applica-
tions tend to decrease the local
blood: supply, Cold also helps to
relieve congestion and swelling,
control hemorrhage and to de-
crease metabolism. It also helps
produce partial or even complete
anesthesia.

ITce or ice water is most often
used in applying cold to a specific
site. Probably the easiest method
of keeping a compress cold is to
place ice cubes or an ice bag on
top of it and thén wrap the whole
thing in an oilskin,

\HOW LONG

While your doctor probably will
give you instructions on how long
to continue this cold treatment,
it's usually best to keep the appli-

r P:_nge 4, The Guardian Thursgay.lAug. 23, 19
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NOTES BY THE WAY -

A woman gets a line on her
neighbor by observing what kind
of clothes she has on the line.—
8t. Thomas Times-Journal

And when two or three peace.
makers are gathered together
they have to bring in another to
make peace between them.—Bran-
don Sun

The world’s human population
is increasing alarmingly, but there
still seem to|be just as many mos-
quitoes per capita.—Edmonton
Journal

These sea monsters like Victor-
fa’s Cadborosaurus and the Okan-
agan’s Ogopogo have never been
captured, even though witnesses
come forward annually to swear
they saw them. But the yard-long
snapping turtles being caught in
Ottawa district waters are indub-
tably real as well as astounding.
Ottawa is producing its aquatic
monsters, let British Columbia do
as much.—Ottawa Citizen

——
The square soup bowl g

to be gaining favor, and it mg,
be wonderful for soup by Wi
help is it in cutting the kigs h’a[,
—Brandon Sun ‘

The supreme ftest of , Wil
comes when her husband apppea y
at the door a half hour before dI:
ner bringing a couple of frieny,
—Guelph Mercury

A very brave Californi
ance company has issued “plaiy
language’” policy. It hag et 1
receive the approval of state ingy,
ance authorities but there i m'
son to hope that it may ye sl
a dew style in policiies. Tpe Par.
ty of the first part” and ‘(e par.
ty of the second part” haye b,,
come just plain *“‘we” and *yg,"
a change which in itself i do
much to shorten all, that smal|
print. Who knows, there may come
a time when we know just Wwhat
insurance we have and, evey more
important, what insurance we
haven't!—Owen Sound Sun-Timy

a insup,

cations in place for 30 tes or '
longer to derive any real good.

Cold is sometimes used in anoth-
er way. Cold packs or cold or
tepid sponge baths help reduce a
patient’s body temperature and
make him more comfortable,

For a cold sheet pack, wrap the.
patient in a sheet soaked in cold
water, Put a hot water bottle at
his feet and an ice bag at his
head. Allowing an electric fan to
blow across the sheet might aid
the cooling effect. Rub patient’s
skin briskly through the sheet.

Continue this treatment for 20
to 30 minutes. Then rub his back
with alcohol and cover him with
a blanket. Half an hour later you
can remove the hot water bottle
and the ice bag.

COLD AND WET

In the cold sponging technique,
apply cold wet compresses to the .
patient’s body. Next, rub him
briskly. Then, with an ice bag at
his head and a hot water bottle
at his feet, sponge him with tepid
water followed by cool water.

After this is completed, give
him an alcohol rub, rubbing brisk-
ly to wake up circulation.

_For a tepid sponging, use water
with a temperature of about 80
degrees, sponging one part of the
body at a time, then drying it
lightly. Keep the patient covered
and Keep the room warm.

Follow the water sponging with
a sponging of an alcohol-water sol-
ution (25 per cent alcohol) heated
to about 105 degrees.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

F.R.: My sister had a cut on
her face. It healed with a very
large, red scar. Will the scar recur
is she has it cut out?

Answer: Certain persons have a
tendency to form large scars or
keloids following injury. Usually
they do have a tendency to recur,
However, X-ray treatment during
the healing stage can prevent this
to some degree.
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PORCUPINE NIGHTS

The cumbersome grey porcupine
Visits the place that I call mine
Andh he calls his and who knows
who

The old barn really belongs to?

We come two ways, from north
and east,

And though my way is travelled
least

I know his route as well as my
- own '

All downhill and smooth as stone,

Grooved as though a slippery log

Slid down instead of a hedge hog.

Knowing so well the route he'll
take

I follow him down when I lie
awake

For I go there when
blue

But it g
through

Under a sky whose meteor quills

Shooot earthward over the black-
ened hills.

—Elizabeth Jane Ashley in
New York Herald Tribune.

the sky is

starshine he slides
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