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quisite degree of heat or fermentation in the stack v;h;n
the hay is put up, in order to convert ‘lhe juice of the
herbage to a saccharine slme,_\vhlch is fou'n('i to be
both more palatable, and likewise more nutritious, for
all bestial that is fed upon it.

In Scotland, on the other hand, it would a.lmost seem
as if diligence was employed to unnecessarily procras-
tinate the work, and subject it to the risk of unfavour-
able changes of the weather; and by the excessive
bleaching and drying of the grass, which is so univer-
sally practised, it is deprived of the possibility of assum-
ing the saccharine quality; and what sap is permitted
to remain in it is converted iuto starch, which is neither
so agreeable nor nourishing for horses as hay made
upon the principle which I am anxious to recommend,
and from whence arises, as is easily to be perceived, a
greater waste of hay in Scotch than in English stables.

Having premised this much, I proceed to detail the
practice which I have pursued for many a by-gone year
on my farm, which being on a limited scale, I shall
therefore confine my description to the narrow compass
of my own operations, but which of course easily admits
of being extended to a larger field as circumstances
may require. :

When the hay season arrives, and the weather is
favourable; and when I perceive by the height of the
column of mercury in the barometer, and likewise from
the appearance of the skies, that there is a likelihood of
its continuing so, I'set a couple of mowers to work
early in the morning, each attended by a boy or girl
about twelve or thirteen years of age; and as soon as
the men have made half a dozen cuts with the scythe,
the two boys or girls take up the swathe, and shake it
out as thin as possible on the ground where it grew,
there to lie and wither till after breakfast. On the re-
turn of the mowers from their breakfast, a stout active

woman begins to turn with a rake, in the direction of

the sun, the grass which was first shaken out, the men
and the boys cutting down and shaking out in the same
way as in the morning. When the woman has finish-
ed tarning the early cut grass, she immediately goes to
the spot where she began, and shakes it all out again
as thin as she can, and, when finished, she commences
turning by large rakefulls where the mowers resumed
their work after breakfast, and continues her task in
the same manner as when she began in the morning,
always turning, as already said, in the direction of the
sun.

On the people returning to the field from their din-
ner, the two boys immediately begin to shake out that
part of the second turned grass which had not been
accomplished before going to dinner, and when that
is finished, they commence turning what was last cut,
and then shake it all out again. At this period, the
two mowers and the woman proceed torake the first
cut hay into what is called in England windrow, and
one of the men commences with a pitchfork to
put it into cocks of about ten or twelve stones weight ;
and between five and six feet in height, but on no
account is a foot permitted to go upon it, for it cannot
be put up too light, neither is it to be roped, for if the
weather is calm, a few hours after it is in the cock it
will so compact itself, that it will require a very violent
wind to overturn it. Thus the hay that was cut in the
course of the day will be, through this mode of treat-
ment, sufficiently dried and secured by the evening
against any change of weather which may occur in the
course of the night, and it will stand exposure to a
storm fully as well as the hay which is so sadly mis-
managed in Scotland by the improper system at present
in use. So far, the process only relates to getting quit
of the redundant sap in the herbage; but if the hay gets
rain or any adventitious moisture, either in working or
stacking, it must be carefully dried off before being
put into the stack, or so brisk a fermentation will ensue,
that combustion will infallibly take place.

The next part of the operation is stacking the hay,
and this may take place, if the weather continues fine,
on the second day after the last cock was pat up. In
making this kind of hay, the great and important object
is to get it to ferment or heat in the stack, for the pur-
pose of causing it to evolve its saccharine quality, as in
the malting of grain, and is effected as follows :—If a
round stack is intended, let a common sack be well
crammed full of hay or straw, and placed erect on the
foundation where the stack is tobe reared, and then be-
gin building in the usual way all around it with the first
cut cocks, intermixing now and then a few of those last
put up, in order to promote the fermentation ; and when
the stack gets as high as the top of the bag, the worker
pulls it straight upwards, and so continues working
round and pulling up till the stack is finished, and in
this way a chimney is formed for the escape of the
nascent gas,

Should a long stack be preferred, then a chimney
must be brought out at the peak at each end and one
in the middle by the same means, if a large mass of hay
is put inthe sack; and in conclusion, I recommend
that these vents shall not be closed for a month, or
while any perceptible fermentation is going on.

SCOTLAND.
Generar AssemorLy, May 25 —PATRONAGE.

Mr. Cunningham, in a lengthened speech, brought

before the Assembly the subject of the abolition of pa-
tronage, llis motion was, that the house considered
patronage an evil, and the principal cause of the present
difficulties in which the Church was involved ; that it
was injurious to the cause of religion, and ought to be
abolished. The grounds on which this conclusion had
been come to were familiar to every one in the house,
and they held that their arguments were unanswered.—
They had therefore only to repeat them in the hope that
they would reach the hearts of those who were opposed
to them, After again stating those groands, Mr. Cun-
ningham concluded by proposing his motion.

Dr. Chalmers would not say that there was any
Szriptaral injunction cstablishing patronage, but on the
other hand he desiderated to find that place in the
Bible where Scripture declared against it. He believed
that if the New Testament were thoroughly examined,
and the history of the Church in its early stages duly
investigated, with reference to the form of church go-
vernment either chalked out or followed, it would be
found that there was more reason to suppose than was
generally imagined, that patronage was originally
sanctioned by the Church. There are many points of
church government which the Bible has not disposed
of, but has left to be judged by circumstances, What
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bernacles of their fathers. This of itself would be suf-
ficient to determine us for it. ‘We would rejoice 1n.a
united population, and out of niateria]s now d»sjomtfd
might be made a compact whole, including all the
learning and piety of the land, a compact machine, no-
where existing but in Scotland. He did not, however,
think that the Church would be any purer for-this, bat
noevil could flow from it. It wasa change from
patronage to popular election, but it would only be felt
as a power changing hands. Were hg a CO'_)Se"a“"f
prime minister (he did not mean this term in a party
sense, but in its original meaning of being a preserver
of good order), he would deem it a master-strokg of
sound policy to give to the people of Scotland the right
to elect their ministers. There was no analogy what-
ever between a democracy in the state, and a P"'Pﬂlﬂf
form of election in Church matters. Instead of lower-
ing the Charch, it would refine the population. Not
a lowering of the one party, but a raising of the other.
Were this to take place, socialism with all its cock-net
heresies would not be found long in the land. The
likeliest thing to harmonize the rich and the poor tyould
be an endowed Church, whose ministers were paid by
the state, and elected by the people. He might be
charged with a lack of general principle, in \yhat he
had said, but this he could not allow. He admired the
bill of the Duke of Argyll, and if passed into a law on
the strength of its provisions, the people would receive
ministers of their own choice. It would not be tle
fault of the machine if it does not work well, but he was
convinced that it would be a well-going machime for
centuries to come. He agreed most cordially with the
last passage of the Duke of Argyll’s letter, tEat the well-
disposed people of Scotland would join in giving a trial
to his measure. It was worse than simony, the course
which some patrons had taken. The truckling for
money was not, in his estimation, by one-half so truck-
ling as tampering with the principles of the Charch. In
accepting the Duke of Argyll’s bill, he for one, and he
trusted there were many others, would repudiate the
charge of their taking it only as an instalment. He
accepted of it as a bona fide good measure. The rev.
doctor concluded by reading an extract from one of his
own works, shewing that he held non-intrusion princi-
ples twenty years ago.

Dr. MakerLar thought they ought to regard with
thankfulness the interposition of the Duke of Argyll,
and they ought to look upon the bill tabled by that noble
person not as an instalment, but as a full settlement of
the question. He considered that the church and the
people were bound honestly to give it a fair trial. The
rev. doctor then read the following motion :—** Resolved,
as the motion now made is calculated to increase, and
not diminish, the existing embarrassment of the church,
it does not appear to be for the interests of the church
and people to adopt it.”

Principal M‘Farrane seconded the motion.

The Assembly then adjourned 1ill six o’clock.

EVENING SEDERUNT.

Mr.J. Brines resumed the adjourned debate. He
spoke at very great length in snpport of the amendment.

Dr. Coox said, all that could be said on the subject
had been said already. 1f they overturned the Church
as an established institution of the country, must they
not substitute something else 7 and what were they pre-
pared to substitute? 1f the Christian religion had been
I’ke the law of Moses, there would have been one fixed
rule to guide them in all those things, but it was not so.
It was true that Christianity was sufficiently powerful to
carry conviction to the minds of all, but with regard to
the latitude afforded, it was, ‘hé might say, equal to all
the circumstances in human life. In the gospel they
had definite views for doctrine in all the great truths of
Christianity—there were fixed principles laid down -
but there was so much lenity in circumstances of detail,
that there were numerous communities and established
Christian Churches, all differing from them, in all of
which, he trusted, he might add, salvation would be
safe equally with themselves. Tt was the great object
of an Established Church to provide every man means
of living religiously, so that no man who sought after
the truth should have an opportunity of saying that he
lacked these means. His friend on the opposite side
had said that no man, by virtue of auy civil right, had
power to interfere. But he hoped his friend did not
mean to say there was no distinction of property in the
country. Let him suppose a case. A man in one part
of the country possessed a large extent of land and
wealth, whilst another man was very poor—but they
both had souls to save—would there be anything wrong
in the rich man saying to his poor neighbonr—¢ I will
build you a church and provide you a minister.,” There
would in that case be no irterference with the original
right, because if the poor man did not avail himself of
the privileges thus offered, he was freely allowed to re-
ject them.—(Hear, hear.) 1If he thought best to neglect
these advantages he was at liberty to do s0; but if he
availed himself of them, was he set aside as neglecting
his spiritual privileges. It was said, to the poor the
gospel is preached. (Cheers.) The estahlishment said
we do not compel you to come here; you may avail
yourselves of the advantages offered if yon will-—we will
not coerce you. (Hear, hear, hear.) What, then, were
they to think of the declamations against what were
termed the evils of patronage ; the assumption of the pa-
tron, &c.? The patron might nominate; after that
came their jurisdiction, and if they suffered unfit per-
sons to get into the Church, the blame rested with them,
and not the patron. (Cheers.) The learned doctor
then concluded by moving that the overtures be not re-
ceived. £
Mr. Curistie of Durie
after which
Some rather noisy discussion took place.

The house then divided upon Dr. Makeller’s and Dr.
Cook’s motion, when there appeared for the first 109,
for the second 119, majority for Dr. Cook’s motion, 10.
The house again divided upon the motion of Dr.
Cook and Mr. Cunningham. For the first, 139. For the
second, 133, majority 6.

The Assembly adjourned at two o’clock till next day.

WebNespay, May 26.
Dr. WevLsn read the report of the Colonial Commit-
tee, which, after a lengthened discussion, was adopted.
" REPORT OF THE NON-INTRUSION COMMITTEE.
The report of this committee was read by Dr. Ma-
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