g A oty

Rbat of the Mothes Country, has been granted by the

V0. : i g
esolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that
iring the struggle, which, since 1837, this House has
a ntained, with a view to reduce the expenses, improve
e institutions, and purify the administration of the coun-
, 1t has been met at every step by an influence, which,
ile it was beyond the controul of this Assembly, has
ded the whole power and patronage of the Govern-
ment, to baffle its efforts, and thwart the wise and benevo-
lent policy avowed by her Majesty’s Ministers.
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that
approaching many of the important questions to be dis-
ed of in the present Session, the House of Assembly
embarrassment and difficulty which it would be un-

' wise to conceal, either from the government or the country

‘at large; and that it can anticipate no satisfactory settle-
ment of those questions, until the Executive Council is so

~ remodeélled as to secure to this House the aid of the local

administration in carrying out the views of the Assembly,

~ and in facilitating any negociations which it may be neces-
~ sary to conduct with Her Majesty’s government.

solved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that
the House of Assembly, afier mature and calm delibera-
tion, weary of seeing the Revenues of the country and the
time of its Representatives wasted, and the people of Nova
Scotia misrepresented to the Sovereign, and the gracious
boons of the Sovereign marred in their transmission to the
people, do now solemnly declare that the Executive Coun-
cil, as at present constituted, does not enjoy the confi-
dence of the Commons.

e

COLONIAL LEGISLATURE.

Saturday, Feb. 1.—T'he first part of this day’s proceed-
ings was published in our last. In the after part of the
day, the f‘lon. T. H. Haviland delivered five Messages
from the Lieutenant Governor—the First transmitting
copies of the correspondence which had taken place be-
tween the Colonial Department and William Cooper, Esq.
delegated by the House of Assembly, in its last Session, to

roceed to England ; together with a copy of Lord :Ithl
iumll': despatch to the Lieutenant Governor, containing
the decision of Her Majesty’s Government thereon. (T'his
despatch was published in the Herald on the 30th Nov.
the time it was received in the Colony). The second
Message transmitted a Despatch from the Secretary of
State, in which the Lieutenant Governor is instructed to
bring the subject of the Fishery Reserves again before the
Legislature; the third message communicated a copy of
a despatch, containing the reasons why Her Majesty had
not been advised t6 confirm the American Loyalist Bill of
last Session (which said despatch we copied in our last
paper)—the fourth message communicated a despatch,
stating that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury had
no objection to the appropriation of the sum of £1500 out
of the Crown Lands’ fund, for the erection of a building in
Charlottetown as an Asylum for insane persons, and other
objects of charity, on the House of Assembly making suita-
ble provision for the future maintenance thereof. The
fifth message transmitted three maps of the original survey
of the Island (with a tabular explanation) prepared under
the direction of the late Mr. Holland, between the years
1764 and 1769.

The messages and accompanying documents were order-
ed to be printed, and were referred to the House when in
Committee on the state of the Colony.

Monday, Feb. 3.—The Speaker (William Cooper, Esq.)
laid before the House a Report containing an account of
his proceedings on his late mission to England, in addition
to the information contained in his communications to the
Committee of Correspondence.—Ordered to be printed,
and referred to the House when in Committee on the state
of the Colony.

On Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and the greater
art of Friday, the House was engaged with closed doors,
in Committee of Privileges, (as stated in our last) in inves-
tigating certain charges of Inisconduct, preferred by Mr.
Thomson against Mr. John Arbuckle, a member of the
House. On Friday the Committee rose without reporting,
which terminated the proceedings.
Immediately after, Mr. Pope, by leave, introduced a bill
to prohibit the exportation of Oysters, for a limited period.
Mr. Thomson introduced a’ Bill to compel Millers to
kema waste gate at their dams, suitable and convenient
to float through logs, deals, scantling, &c. Second read-
ing on Thursday the 13th inst. Several members expres-
sed their intention to oppose the bill in its next stage.

Saturday, Feb. 8.—An address was voted to the Lieut.
Governor, to inquire if he had any further documents or
information to communicate to the House, in addition to
that already furnished, to enable the House to legislate
for the settiement of the Inhabitants and for the regulation
of the Fishery Reserves. The address was carried on
the following division—Yeas, 16 ; Nays, Messrs. Palmer,
Hudson, Longworth and Hon. J. S. Macdonald.

Mr. Thomson presented a Petition from John Rowan, a
commuted pensioner, late of the 12th Dragoons, at present
residing on the Georgetown Road, and stated to be in des-
titute circumstances, praying pecuniary relief; and a Peti-
tion from the Merchants and other inhabitants of George-
town, praying a grant of Fifty Pounds, to aid them in
establishing a Packet to ply weekly between that port and
Pictou.—Both petitions were ordered to lie on the table.

The Bill 10 gohibit the exportation of Oysters was pas-
sed, 14 to 4—Messrs. Rae, Fraser, Macintosh and Mac-
farlane voting against it. It imposes a penalty of £20 for
every offence, and is to continue in operation for seven
years.

A Message was received from the Lieatenant Governor,
transmitting copies of the correspondence which had taken

lace between the Executive Government, John Thowmson,

q. and the Justices of the Peace residing in George-
town, in consequence of the latter having omitted to call
a public meeting of the inhabitants, on the Ist of May
last, as required by the Georgetown Assessment Act,

Referred to Messrs. Clark, Le Lacheur, J. Dingwell,
Rae and !"raser, to report thereon, by bill or otherwise.

House in Committee on the state of the Colony.—Reso-
lutions were severally proposed and seconded, Ist, for
bringing in a Bill for regulating the Fishery Reserves,
embracing the principle of the bjll passed by the House of

tain proprietors_, tothe Tenantry; and 3d, that a Com-
mittee be appointed to prepare the draught of a Petition
to the Imperial Parliament for redress of Grievances,

h of these propositions elicited a great deal of dis.

" put were finally carried by

and obtained

cussion, especially the last,

jorities. 3
lar%‘eh;n aC'l(l)xrali:man then reported progress,
Jeave to sit again on Monday.

—

Migaa 1, oheaery li?n.ted to wait upon His

Committee Appo to ascertain
Mrl.l Cl.u:::] lf:ri(;r:te:‘l:’:t Governor, with thi A?,?geétcellency, s
ili'ﬁley :':rct{)er information had bge;: rec;{lv:;lwg'. roported that His
j fthe Escheat or Fishery Iie %
glxec:ﬂ:{)::c; l:’ad returned the following answer e rep]y &
I bes to inform the House of Assefm tf]ér b ot
this Address, that I have received no fur i
or information relating to_either of l(l;e sumjmuhicated -
to therein, beyond what I have already co T
that Hous,e Neither do I expect to recelveI Y, ol
larly as regards the quest}ion (::" E:‘:fl']ues;::l’ of;_s h :rmhfajesiy’s
ly inform the House, that the 1l ol el
Gyovernment to entertain that question, 1n any P%s
final.

- begged leave to call the 3 is Island.
tlu‘:“x:dnfi::ss:fanliungogﬁhe law in the several counties of this Is

i sts litigants

It was, he samid, only reasonable and just, both :}:c:;ci'sg:;il:nceg =
and witnesses in Courts of Law, to save lI N ted 1o ifie
expence, that suits should be pomme{lced -b'_"d ethis S ion,
Counties in which the parties might reside. :aﬁ;lion : I
he thought it proper to submit the follovf\'mg. res : : o

“ That a Committee be appointed to mq‘l)nre into tl:i:iplhe g
of amending the Act, 3rd Wm. 4th, Cap. 12, for Eeﬁ;ln"e nE by Bill
preme Coarts in King's and Prince Counties, an p
or otherwise.”

After a short discussion, the motion was agreed to. Fehle,:g}]l:;:
ing Gentlemen were then appointed : Messrs. Fraser, L :
Rae, Clark, and Longworth.

STATE OF THE COLONY.

Ive
. aved the Order of the Day, that the House do. reso
ils:ffl: ian:zamC:::minee of the wllmle, to inquire into and take into
si ion the State of the Colony. :

conA;dif;n;:;)e':l:ed that six of the members were absent, c_(:jnsndlg::]b(lﬁ‘
objections were made by several members to the considera Iot'on
the state of the Colony being then re-entered upon ; bulz aDm Ibe
made by the Hon. J. S.. Macdonald, that the Order of t (; ay =
discharged, and made the Order of the Day for Wednesday next,
was lost on the following division :—

Yeas.—Hon. J. S. Macdonald, M;ssrs. Longworth, Hudson,
ckle, Clark, Thomson—7. »
P.L:::;::—A;?:ssﬂ ’.ﬁncln’tnsh, D. M:Donald, Le Lacheur, Rae,
M‘Neill, Beck, Fraser, Gorman, Dnlzne!—Q. : B

The question was then put-on the main motion, and carried in the
affirmative, on the same division. : :

The Hon. J. S. Macpoxarp having then taken the chair of the
Committee, the following resolution was submitted by Mr. Rae.

« Whereas the length of time which has elasped since the Grants
became forfeited, without the forfeiture being declared, and, as a con-
sequence themof, the passing of some of the Grants into the hand?‘
of land speculators, and of others into the hands of the credltorsbo
grantees, in payment of debts, for the liquidation of which, the d?- tl-
ors had no real property, appear to be most welght%: arguments with
the Imperial Government against any measure of Escheat; and as it
appears absolutely necessary that some reliel” be procured f(')r the
cultivators, to prevent many of them from being finally-ruined ;

Therefore, Resolved, that'it is the opinion of this Committee, that
it is necessary to consent to a compromise of part of the just rights
of their constituents, to bring in a Bill to agree to the proprietary
claimants receiving a certain specific remuneration—to be ascertain-
ed by the House of A§sembly, on the principle of the prices paid for
the land, quit rents, and land assessments, since such purchases, and
in‘erest on both." %

Mr. Tuossox strongly opposed this motion. He rediculed the
idea of the House’s being obliged to rake up all that had for-
merly passed on this sabject ; and maintained that on no other

attention of the House to-

*principie than that of remuneration,—a remuneration having re-

ference to the present value of lands, not the penny-an-acre principle
—could a settlement of the question between the proprietors and
the tenantry be ever rationally hoped for. He said that Mr. Hill
had formerly bought Townships at one penny per acre, but Mr.
Cunard had’ lately purchased at a much higher rate. It was
pitiful to attack property in the way contemplated by some honour-
able members. . P

Mr. ArpuckrLr siid he mwust concur with'the hon. member for
Georgetown. Thie motion submitted by Mr. Rae he considered to
be ambiguous, if not quite indefinite. Notwithstanding any private
difference or misunderstanding between him and the honourable
member for Georgetown, any motion of that gentleman's, having for
its object the general benefit of the Colony, should meet with his
ready support. ’

Mr. GorwAN eéxpressed himself in favour of a petition to the
Imperial Parliament, and he said he believed the majority of the
House concurrred with him.

The Speaxer said :—1In rising to explain, or give my reasons for
the motion [ am about to make, I have no desire to defeat the
measures intended by the honourable member who proposed the
Resolution  before you. My intention is, to make the measure
more general, to embrace both reselutions, without pledging the
House. I think it more respectful to the Despatch, to submit it
to a select Committee; and, as I am called upon to state my views,
I shall do sv briefly. In the Despatch, Government have said, that
they will not grant an Escheat, but that we ought to have an
equitable settlement. They have objected to ‘the principle of
Escheat contained in the Bill sent to England, but have made no
objections to the provisions of that Bill for the settlement
of the inhabitants. "‘The Minister does not dissent from the
scheme of purchasing the rights of the proprietors tor the soil,
but he objects to giving £200,000, and thereby entailing a large pecu-
niary loss upon the government. If an equitable arrangement be
not made with the tenantry, the Minister will not object to punish

the proprietors by 'a heavy penal tax upon the land. Now,as I never

asked for an Escheat on any other grounds than for the purpose of
settling the people, nor did everexpect that the people would get
the land for nothing, or that the proprietors would be deprived of
their land without some compensation from the ho
ment, 1 see an opening left to settle the people at a price which
they may pay,and to leave it for the government, as they may see
fit, to purchase the proprietary interest in the soil, without entailing
5o heavy a r;cunmry loss upon the Crown as £200 000. And
when I sce this, T would no longer seek an Escheat, nor press any
measure which government have (denied in the Despatch. The
tenantry might be settled irzrnhmn(gnér agreeable to the provisions of
¢ Government might have
them the repayment of the principal, and intergest thereo?lcubryedtl::
tenantry, within a limited period. This would be an indu,cement
to the overnment to advance to the proprietors the value of thejr
interest in the soil; and a Land Tax might be imposed that would
make the proprietors willing to accept the proposals; and the sum
collected bre the tax might 89, with the price to be pai,d for the land

by th o
ll{e ;;::; ;::o liquidate the sum advanced by government; and

1 the government might not exceed £20,000

‘zo:,;g,o%o. All this, in my opinion, might be effected by a(’iheri:r
: Pi:-;;'a:;h;nviv‘;lf:;m: opposxglror; to the decisions of'govern'menv.g

s At even if he were acting alo i .
on;)me party, he would oppose the resolution, t;erel;gor:vl:::i::mlll::
o ft e w;)ly in which it was wordeg, The time was now arrived to
;lar;mc;l:ug:tw::ﬁ;v:ﬁ lhezv l;)avehtclc expect, by clear statements
) 2 1oDger 1o be held out, nor vis .
exited. The question of Escheat is now confes‘s::ﬁ;a;zxpt‘l)g;i

e t among i, #
Their air-buil g lts former ad‘“’f?at.e! sufficient]

t castle m A
can be no longer entertainey ust now fall. Their propositions

! house divided a ainst itsel
:‘a':‘l:. "Jlnct)lw, th‘gn,hlf Escheat In substance cannogl be obt;?nf;c;nl;::
e ihouglﬁoiio.;ltvo:]?(;hg pllx’l:hc In clear and unequivocal languz’i e
e the height of i 1 “the
z:x;sn:: 'sro;:ose"(ll‘ ll,)y the honournb?e m(::m}l‘)t:“;'g:lyQtt:)e::'w"mn o
0 1 ent. There mus i
Granting this House should :)ebé iy deien o e e

i read
oceasion, where was the seconq. hm become ane on the present

ere wa i
part ofpmpnetorg, unless the honourable "?ezl‘;)‘:;f;‘&rs!med on the

€Ir representative. For

10 pay a moment’s regarq to it—it
i ueton. i rasolurion g 4591508 0 e oy 1
specch. 13 the remeds. oo 0T Stunley’s celbhrasen (abie g
10008 ¢ Gadoe ':niy.nce'r: oris it tl?ere? Isjizz{ndar this' sen.
g wulporfocthumbu‘. ? It was like a pea pAdar the thimble,

Was useless for the houg- 0

“ther, he sai, coulq

—i ; e 2T

HoMsoN moved, in amendment, that a Comm

,le:. t:‘l to inquire into the expediency of .bringing in.
neration to the proprietors. r/ By .o

!"‘Mn:r;ln‘“; said, -that th: ol‘:jection taken to glp; il:mgoq 3

per who moved the amendment, viz :—t ""d:.‘ 7o

mell,il and raking up penny an acre rocordl,—hwo :d wi
- i force to the amendment. The moverofl eiamef |: ]

equa tood, in*ended to give the proprietors th'e value of the lang
e ilderness state. At what period was this value to be taken
in its wilde estimate it at the time the land was granted, 1

g i i fer to a period as- far back as his mot

iment must re a |
th?i “trl?:ng;.la for thus ascertaining the value were u:tp
- If be meant the land to be valued as at Erese_ 5
certain. et

Commissioners should be accordlr(l]glg' i:[:[:l)‘lj::;eon? Bl
ie these Commissioners to_ground the uetion e
rvx:nt provided none; they might value it all.s: neo: £: por
roprietors exacted, 1s. per acre rent, 10s. 5 - C'mrt;mi
Pricl:e. But, says the mover,of the q,mendment,r s "
evill be reasonuable an‘,{ selﬁicste:o[:;nﬁ:le'}::);z e
3 Pl 0
Rl‘a?) a‘:l:urlrfo::; ?l:r Fl‘hee lband, unless he !mgw tlufl .sulch'!)‘:'we: !
ce(:'lt;nin limit. e bad no faith inI C(:]mmlsswl?:trsmi\guh;mwen:‘::i
: ey mi and, and w 0
< xnatte;;ﬁleglglg:; l;:ggr'grnbf‘;%m m;t, npd .tl}e inﬁuem;; a
{Lzm would be bere exposed, when many 'md.lrld;mlln,n(;iouwt,o
in }(,Jharlottetown,some of them born in t ed s éf‘ -
:naimﬂin that it was only the laziness or impru encnet i di» n
which prevented him from being able to pa r: iBiII am‘{"
like the cumbersome machinery of the !asl. schea 'ld W
lr B'd the proposed arrangement by Cor'nmlssm'ners wou X
a ’ﬂl(lwardiy. "The opposite party have said, Oh! gouh are !::, :
:;:mdon Ischeat—it is dead, buried, ro!;‘eli;, ?lr;“ :me:: ':o
roving this was, because the advocates of lsc ol ‘un{) 5
zdiﬂ'ererit remedy—now agreed to pu){ ahce e lean [
roprietors—therefore they acknowledgec tNe dﬁl o
Foufwr plans—this was excellent reasoning. - eef eu g.;:l oo
remembrances of the House. Need he say, t a:‘ rgge em z‘"‘ n
borne down by superior arms, were obhgedlto ph;)g ee. b mc
part of their.rights. Did this imply that t Ie);l Rpeonscy
that in sgeking -to maintain these points, they notacceg e
was not their right—and if these concessions where o pNee’d» ad
they not righé to endealvo;lrtltx.z flT:zﬁese;lu;i‘:l:aiz:l - S
ind any Scotsman of th 2g A ‘
;;:lx:l:: theysuperior force of Eugl.and—'ove;[{oger:gaet:c wei
obliged to propose to surrender their naugnudm egvmn in. i
that imply that they were conscions of having done g gthagi in
toassertit? As for Escheat being dead, he fe l"f:'m;rscle ‘
present attempt-at compromise shqqld fuil, if t e‘l ousehl :
relinquish the cause of the people, if every agnalt‘;)rb xlrougd?u Iy
Island were removed, still their complaiuts wou ehvlelar 5 again
agitation would commence, because the principles \}/_ ic lbe_xclte‘ .
were implanted in the huwan breast by the author of our being.

Mr. Tuomsox said, that the vacillating policy of different h >
administrations wes well known ; but although they had, in a most
contradictory mannar, rejected measures which at Olll]e tl:jno :
seemed to favour, future administrations, it was to be hoped, would
be more consistent. Settlers must have secured to them a gre
interest in thc soil. The Colonial l_ﬂml,sler acknowledges
have not an equitable interest in the soil.  Those who halve clea
away the forest, and paid so heavily for transporting themsely
hither, as many of our emigrants have been obliged to do, have a
just and undeniable right to be invested with a greater interest in
the soil than they possess. But the question is, how was that
be obtained? The faith of the British Government was pledged & 5
the proprietors by their refusing to recognize the Justlcle of the
principle of Escheat. The plan he would propose would be, &
appoint five €ommissioners in each County—(two to be nomi
nated by the Legislature of the Island—two by the proprietors,
and one by the government,) to ascertain the present value of
land; and such Commissioners should be se!ecter_l from amo
those who have been longest in this Colon.y. If leifs than th
should be offered to the jroprietors for their lnr{d, it would be
attempting to subject them to an act of injustice. Still there may
be found some, gs Mr. Sulivan, for instance, who give mo le
who deserve to receive nothing, at least very little, for their land

Mr. Crark said, it was very well known we could no leng
entertain any hopes of an Escheat. He had never been sanguine
in his expectations of that measure. It was now lost. Still, how-
ever, to him it seemed possible to obtain justice for the cultivators
of the soil by another course. But, as we kuow not whether pro-
prietors are disposod to make sale of their lands, and even if the:
were willing so to do, as there were no proposals made by them to
that effect, it was not known what they would accept as a compen-
sation ; therefore, any legislative act, having for its object the
purchasing of the proprietors’ lands, would, without some previous
express understanding or agreement, be altogether nugatory.
There would not, he thought, be a fairer proposal, if the claims of’
the proprietors were to be bought, than one baving for its object
the ascertaining by preliminary investigation of a Commission pr
perly constructed, what should” be the measure of compensation to
which they were entitled. - From faith in adberence on the part of
the British Government to the indulgences granted by that Go-
vernment, where purchases of land had been made, compensatic :
should certainly be made to those who might have to relinquish
those purchases. Except under a strong reliance on a faithful
adherence to those indulgences by Government, would any one b
a fool or a madman have laid out his money in such purchases.
By a proper Commission, the cultivators of the soil might expe
justice—the proprietors might expect the same. Where property
bad become valuable by the exertions of those settled upon it, suc
Improvement, he thought, shouald not altogether be thrown into t
scale-in favour of the proprietors to enhance the compensation
be awarded to them. *

Mr. ArBUcKLE observed, that he would merely respond to
sentiments of the honourable: member (Mr. Rae). ~ Althou
he could not give the hcnourable member for Georgetown m
credit for gloc}uence, yet he was far from suspecting his sincerit
The rule in last session was suaviter in modo, fortiter in
but he was sorry to say, that now neither the principle of si
in modo nor fortiter in re appeared to be the guide.

3
Mr. Le LacuEuR said, so much had already fallen from the
of lmn.ourable members, that his remarks should not detain
Comnmittee long ; but he found he could not give a silent vote.
cheat had been coeval with the settlement of the Colony.
1802, Escheat had been granted, although not put into
The withholding of its operation was an act of. injustice
colomsts.. In every other case of delinquency, there was a
nal at which to arraign the delinquent; in this case there was n
We have been treated as bastards. The reason is, that the Co
Office has been beset by all the power of the proprietary interest
He did not believe that the Escheat question had received
coup de grace. If the House of Commons can be prevailed up
to take up the cudgels in our cause, we need not despair of suce!
¢ he Crown cammtl act contrary to law
tenantry, to com with the dema i
Impossible as it wgu)l,d be to give up ey o
animal life. Some remedy must be
:=lu?ehe\'lls witlh which we’are threa
1at there are limits to human endurance. Who coul
his family deprived of the fruits of his own indl():st‘:yd-?:
driven fiom the home his own labour had reared for them,
compelled to leave it to another, to reap what he ‘had 1 i
strewed nor sown? 1fa tenant be unable to pay his stipulate
how can he contend against bis landlord’s claims in the S
ﬁ‘ouhrt? What would be the cost to him? Fifty or Sixty p
redreesswnge bsuch war, his destrugtion will be inevitable.
o evercar_x de-procured from a higher source, the Colony m
s s[r:‘:ne i thl;e People must leave the Island, or bec
s men?s that have ever been subjected to the bon das
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lution, yet ls::‘;vtbnugl.' not opposed to the prmcf‘d

t Suilicient reasons for votj e
said, are not proprietors asked what trh;m!%‘mmﬂccel"
neration ? Of what use would it be © iscuss who sl ;
pllrl:ha_se'rs, in what coin the pureh:#€ money should be paid; a
50 on, if it should afierwards be #4nd that the property in gtes
o8 not to be sold?  Now, I & be supposed we have a perso
treat with, even then, ally o at the option of the proj

et despatches be sgq:-9¢4 into for seven years back, and will
thing he found » ;99UCe a belief that overnmentwoni‘ o

. -cede to such : [
pwp-nemr?JfCD_nmins. whatpdroposal as the Resolation now .

s,
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. 4y lle was ag anxiou,
Ul : o S
question novqagllanng the Lolony, and

any other menber of that Houge -
the honoura%‘le member for ;rs‘ie,"c but the

fgr thle settlement r
Involving its int ‘
Resolution subm "‘ :

e County (Mr. Rae) see ?."

ckoning ‘without our host. ]

therefore he hould yote 2gaail;g{u‘:h_°f the other Resolytion; an
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