by Cindy Venema

Come to the falculty lounge on
November 21 and help raise the ‘‘heav-
ens’’ in the name of UPEI! I am not
implying an elevated religious ceremony
(although some Shakespeare fanatics may
consider it as such). This phrase actually
has a more tangible meaning upon futher
explanation. The celestial paradise that
this article is referring to is a painted
canopy symbolizing the heavens, that is to
be placed over the stage of the Globe
Theatre. This is an important part in
completing the restoration of Shake-
speare’s Globe Theatre.

The rebuiling of this theatre in
London, England (close to where the
original Globe was located) has become an
extensive project, involving donations from
across the world. The new Globe Theatre
will represent art and drama and how they
have remained a constant element in our
culture, despite our world’s ever changing
social conditions. The Shakespearean
plays that will be performed on this ‘‘old-
new' stage will show audiences how
Shakespeare intended his plays to be acted
and watched. For a tiny moment of their
lives. audiences will have the teeling of
being captured in a timeless theatrical
world.

The reason architects are only now
able to rebuild the Globe Theatre to a
faithful representation is thanks to two
archeaological discoveries. In 1988 an
excavation produced the foundations of the
Rose Theatre, a sister theatre to the Globe.
From this find, historians, scholars, and
architects were able to confirm what
materials were used to construct these two
theatres. Some of the materials used
included green oak, water reeds. sand, lime
putty. and goat hair, all of which are being
used 1n the construction of the Globe.
Then in 1989, the original site of the Globe
was unearthed. Full excavation was not
possible, but enough evidence was exposed
to 1 erify certain facts, such as the polygo-
nal shape of the theatre. All of these
discoveries are being utilized in the
construction of the new Globe on
Bankside, London.

When the original Globe Theatre
was destroyed, many valuable physical
detauis were lost. However, we do know
that this theatre, which Shakespeare was
part owner of, was built in 1599 on the
outskirts of London. The Globe was an
open theatre, where audiences enjoyed
play s either standing in the open yard, or in
the miore expensive covered valleries.
Unlike the Skydome, the Globe did not
hay ¢ a retractible roof, but plays were
performed whether it rained or shined.
Sinitiarly, audiences and actors of the
maodern world are going to have to deal
with the uncontrollable forces of nature

while taking in or performing a play at the
Globe Theatre.

This first Globe theatre was burnt to
the ground in 1613 by a canon ball that got
imbedded in the theatre’s thatch roof
during a performance. The Globe was
rebuilt shortly after, this time with a tiled
roof. Unfavourably for Shakespeare,
religion prevailed over entertainment
during the following years and conse-
quently the Globe Theatre was shut down
by Puritans. In 1644 Shakespeare’s main
performance site was completely demol-
ished, and what was known as the Globe
Theatre appeared to become dematerialized
to a mere historical name.
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across 30 countries are already active
participants

The Globelink encourages partici-
pating schools to raise money using a
Shakespeui can theme. Some of the schools
have done shakespeare marathon readings
(one schooi actually did all of Shake-
speare’s 37 plays). Other schools have
organized ~onnet gabblings (speed reading
Shakespe:arc’s sonnets -- the current record
1s 11.3 seconds). And yet other school’s
have hostc. debates on Shakespeare. UPEI
intends to ; use the money through a
Bardathon. where 12 hours of Shakespeare
will be read in the university’s faculty
lounge on November 21 from 8:00 am to

8:00 pm. ‘nyone is welcome to partici-
pate and i11.re than welcome to donate
money

November 14

If we do manage to raise 500
dollars, then our school will receive a time
capsule that will be buried in the middle of
the Globe’s stage for archeaologists to find
centuries down the road. This time capsule
can include any small memorabilia we
wish to have saved, such as some red sand
from PEI’s quickly deteriorating shoreline.

The Bardathon will be a great
opportunity for our small university to help
restore a piece of history and to help raise
the heavens through the power of Shake-
speare’s words. If this isn’t incentive
enough to become involved, perhaps
Professor Murray’s promise of good food
all day during the Bardathon will tempt
you. Remember that ‘‘our children’s
children shall see this and bless Heaven
(King Henry VIII).
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Yet,
three and a half
centuries, later
this
Shakesperean
theatre is being
resurrected.
Many students
are using this
restoration as
an opportunity
to show their
support for the
arts. The
means that they
are using to
give this
support is
through a
project called
Globelink.
UPEI has
expressed
interest in
becoming a
Globelink
school, thanks
to the efforts
and contacts of
professor
Shannon
Murray. To
become an
official member
of this group,
UPEI needs to
raise $500 for
the heavens.
This stage prop
is going to cost
100,000
pounds, but
already 80,000
pounds have
been donated.
If UPEI joins it
will become the
fifth Canadian
school to be a
member. 450
other institutes

Coping with recurrent symptoms
such as itching or burning pain,
tingling, sores, or even localized
redness in or near the genital
area has never been easy. Add
to this the emotional impact of
guilt, resentment, depression...
a disruption of daily life.

Advances in medical research
now enable you to do some-
thing about genital herpes out-
breaks. A greater understanding
of genital herpes — plus the

You can take control
of genital herpes
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and your life

availability of affordable treat-
ments, and counselling — can
help you get your life essentially
back to normal and potentially
keep outbreaks out of the picture
for years.

To confidentially learn more
about reducing the severity and
frequency of genital herpes
outbreaks, and minimizing the
risk of transmission through
safe sex guidelines, contact the
National Herpes Hotline.

CALL

1-800-HSV-FACS

1-800-478-3227

And consult your physician




