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1775 And All That

At Lexington, Mass., 175 years ago was
fired the first shot of the Revolutionary
War, the war for American independence.
That it should also have caused to burn
more brightly the flame of freedom under
the British Crown was, perhaps, as great a
consequence as the emergence of the United
Btates of America.

Warned by the alarm riders Paul Revere
and William Dawes, the Minute Men of Lex-
Ington, some 70 strong, awaited the arrival
of Major Pitcairn and his advance guard of
400 red coats. Finding “a body of the coun-
try people drawn up in military order with
arms and accoutrements,” the Major three
times called upon them to, “Disperse, ye
rebels!”

In reply came the command of Captain
Parker, “Stand your ground. Don’t fire un-
less fired upon but if they mean to have a
war, let it begin here.” It is still disputed
who fired first but the first blood was shed.

Initial British §uccess was succeeded in
the face of heavy reinforcement of the
Minutemen, by retreat through a hostile
countryside to Boston.

Even at that time, the revolting colon-
Ists were not alone in their struggle. Many
Englishmen, notably Charles James Fox and
his followers, opposed the policies of Lord
North and the King which led to the Revolu-
tion. Today the wounds of Lexington have
long since healed and Americans pay tri-
bute to those who fought for liberty when
it was menaced both in the old land and in
the new.

Diminishing Tariffs

The new Canadian customs tariff book
will be published later this year. A book of
more than 500 pages listing more than 1,600
items, it will not be a best seller. But it will
be indispensable to importers here and it
will be studied by exporters abroad. The old
book was a consolidation made in 1944, but
It had become a hodgepodge in view of the
many changes pasted in it. The Geneva
agreement, for instance, made changes in
1,000 items of the Canadian tariff. The new
book will carry three classifications: Brit-
Ish preference (usually the lowest); inter-
mediate (for most-favored nations); general
‘(for nations with which Canada has no
trade agreement.)

The book tells the story of a diminishing
tariff wall. Twenty-five years ago, only ten
countries outside the Commonwealth enjoy-
ed intermediate rates. Now only 16, includ-
ing Japan, Soviet Russia and its satellites,
remain in the general tariff category when
trading with Canada.

Canada’s present day imposts on im-
ported goods are the lowest in modern
times. Last year's figures have not been
worked out but they compare with 1948
when the average duty collected on all im-
ported goods, dutiable and free, was nine
per cent. This is less than half the average
in 1932.

Farm Prices And Costs

The rise of farm costs began to steady
off in 1949. The index number of com-
modities and services used by farmers,
published in January, April and August,
1949, by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
showed a peak (composite costs, including
living costs) of 192.3 in August. The 190
mark was [irst reached in August, 1948,
after a steady and persistent rise, but since
then costs have shown an inclination toward
a seasonal fluctuation, though the drop in
January, 1950, was still slightly more than
In January, 1949, when the index number
stood at 187.7. Costs in western Canada
did not touch 190 until August, 1949, when
the figure stood at 191. By January the
western index had dropped to 185.7.

Farm wages have shown a tendency to
drop during the past year. Daily wages of
male farm help as at January 15 were down
from the same date in 1949, though still up
above 1948, except in the Maritime Prov-
Inces and Quebec, Fairly sharp decreases
were evident in average wages per month,
with board, in all provinces but Alberta,

‘which showed an increase from $76.67 to

Monthly wages without board were
all provinces except Ontario and
%M‘ﬂﬂme&

;Avgrage values per acre of occupied
. m,wem still going up in all provinces

bs' the Dominion Bureau of Statistics at the

beginning of March,

Meanwhile, the index of prices received
by farmers for agricultural products for
January, 1950, has been estimated by the
Bureau of Statistics at 239.3, which com-
pares with 246,last December and 257.7 in
January, 1949. It should be noted that in-
dex values for oats and barley since July
have been influenced by the fact that only
an initial payment of 60 cents per bushel
for No. 1 feed oats and 87 cents per bushel
for No. 1 feed barley have been taken into
consideration. Participation payments which
may be made later will be added to the in-
itial prices and the index revised upward
accordingly.

EDITORIAL NOIES

When we are clear of storm windows and
rubbers, Spring will be really here.
» - -

Classification is apt to be an arbitrary
process but the Ottawa Citizen has establish-
ed one based on observation. Small boys.
that paper notes, fall into two classes—the
clean and the happy.

L ] L] L] ,

The Russian request that Denmark grant
her permission to establish a temporary
base for salvage operations on an island in
the Baltic reminds one of the proverbial
Arab and his camel that wanted permission
to put its head in his tent.

L - »

In France they are very much ahead of
us in the public use of electricity. The
Technical Services of the Ministry of In-
dustry and Commerce have announced that
street lighting all through the country is to
be free. Fancy that.

- - *

In what are called the “‘dog days” when
no one is doing anything . newsworthy,
editors are apt to look around for sea ser-
pents or, more recently flying saucers. This
retarded Spring is far from the dog days
but it would seem that the absence of Pre-
mier Jones from the Province causes a sim-
ilar dearth of colourful copy.

L] L ] L ]

The great majority of car drivers in this
Province learn to handle a car without bene-
fit of formal instruction by a trained teach-
er. It would be difficult to devise a more
dangerous instrument in unskilled hands
than a high powered automobile, yet there is
less attention paid to developing safe drivers
than to the training of swimmers.

L - »

Montreal is reported to have the highest
per capita consumption of fish of the 11 con-
sumi~z regions of the country. If the con-
ditions existing there of excedent communi-
cations, specialized handling and skilled pre-
paration could be duplicated elsewhere, the
consumption: of fish products would make
the problem one of supply rather than de-

mand.
L * »

Over 900 boys of Harrow County School
each received one pound of apples as a gift
from the fruit growers of British Columbia
last week. The Hon. Byron Johnson, Prem-
ier of British Columbia, was present to dis-
tribute some of -the apples to the boys. This
was part of the generous gift of 20,000 cases
of apples from the fruit growers of British
Columbia, which is being distributed through
the Commonwealth Gift Centre.

» » »

Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield,
died this date 1881. Successful novelist and
dandy, he was unsuccessful as a Radical in
politics. Returned as Conservative member,
made disastrous failure of his maiden
speech, but though shouted down was heard
to say, “I will sit down now, but the time
will come when you will hear me.” An
early enthusiasm for social reform gave
place to imperialism and a spirited foreign
policy. In 1876 he made Queen Victoria
Empress of India and bought the Suez Canal
shares. .

L] . L

The recéntly published news that France
has started to examine a plan for the con-
struction of autostrada will give particular
pleasure to those who are aware of the geo-
graphical importance of the country in rela-
tion to Europé, and especially to those who
remain true still to certain values in civiliza-
tion. Up till now, while indisputably posses-
sing the finest system of major and sec-
ondary roads in Europe, France has as yet
very few routes specially adapted to the mo-
tor-car and its needs. Whoever has driven
a cgr along an Italian or German autostrada
knows that the feeling of absolute safety ex-
perienced on them is incomparably greater
than the one (often an illusory one) feit
on the best of our “National Highways.”
The construction of roads set aside for the
sole use of the motor-car, planned accord-
ing to its speed and all foreseeable circum-
stances is a necessity for which the new
countries are making provision with the
greatest enthusiasm: in the U, S. A. more
than forty autostrada are in course of con-
struction; modern times demand that some
should be run across France, from North to
South, flom the sea to the Alps and to the
Rhine, ;
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By Angus

Live Australian oysters have
been flown to most parts of the
world. They have been relished in
London by Mr. Winston. Churchill
and Viscount Montgomery, served
to I s in California, and
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IN PRIZE

A ship was buillt in Glasgow, and
oh, she looked a

(Just the way that some ships do!)

An’ the only thing against 'er was
she allus steered so crazy

(An' its true, my Johnny Bowline,
true!)

They sent ’er out ‘in ballast to
Oregon for lumber, )

An' before she dropped her pilot
she all but lost ’'er number.

They sold ’er into Norway because
she steered so funny,

An’ she nearly went to glory before
they drawed the money.

They sold 'er out o' Norway—they
sold 'er into Chile,

An’ Chile got a bargain because
she steered so silly.

They chartered ‘'er to Gemmans
with a bunch o’ greasers for-

rard;
Old shellbacks wouldn't touch ‘er
because she steered so 'orrid.

But she'll fetch her price at auc-
tion, for, oh, she looks a
daisy.

(Just the way that some ships do!)

An’ the chaps as tops the biddin’
won't know she steers so
crazy

(But its true, my Johnny Bowline,
true!)

" —Gicely Fox Smith.
True Liberalisin

MR. C. A. GLADSTONE
in the Times, London

My grandfather was four times
Liberal Prime Minister, I am a
liberal by birth and tradition, by
instinct, and by conviction. I feel
more of a liberal to-day than ever
before. Furthermore, I believe thal
this urge to liberalism—this longing
for individual freedom, this feeling
ot toleration and mutual sympathy
—lies in the hearts of every one in
this country who is not a convinced
State-Socialist, We are all liberals.

And yet I am entirely unable to
offer my support or my vote to the
Libera] Party. I do not believe it to
be truly liberal. Liberalism is the
antithesis of State Socfalism. .But
the Liberal Party has been pander-
ing to State-Socialism since 1945.
Frequently Liberal members of
Parliament have either voted for or
acquiesced In projects of natiun-
alization.

It is a grievous and deplorable
fact that rancour against their old
enemies and rivals is still very
strong in the hearts of the Liberal
Party. To say the least of it this
rancour is not magnanimous; it is
not Iiberal,

It even appears that the first
article in the Liberal Party creed is
bitter and everlasting hatred of
Toryism, the second article a gen-
eral dislike of State-Socialism.
What objections can the Liberal
Party find in the Conservative
Party policy? In what way is it not
liberal? My conviction is that th»
Conservative Party are liberal in.
policy, outlook, and ideals,

We are told that if Liberal candl«
dates had not stood for election, a
large number of voters would have
voted Soclalist rather than return
the hated Tories to power, That
may be so, but let not those peopie
call themselves liberals: they are
undecided wobblers from the centre,
A liberal must be an out-and-out
fighter against the dead hand of
the master State,

It I# .ny hope that, at the next |

election, all liberal-minded men |
(and this number includes counte

Mr. King's Papers

(Winnipeg ¥Free Press)

Canadfans who are awaiting the
publication of Mr, King's memoirs
with much eagerness will natur-
ally be interested in the announce-
ment that 85 oer cent, of Presi-
ident Roosevelt's personal papers,
which  total five million items,
have now been opened to the pub-
lic for research purposes. The re-
maining 15 per cent. will not be
made public for another 25 years,
partly because of the subjects they
treat and partly because of a de-
sirc to avoid causing pain or em-
barrassment to some of his ¢ol-
leagues and opponents who are
still active.

There seems to be a doubtful
morality, to say the least, about
delaying one’s comment on publf®
questions until all those affected
by it are in the grave and unable
to answer back in their own dé-
fence, But Mr. Roosevelt's trus-
tees, in this regard, are merely
following the precedents of many
generations of political biography.

L 4 .

Mr, King's position s different

in many respects from Mr. Roose~

velt's, For one thing, the oath ot
cabinet secrecy, if strictly en-
forced, may serve to keep some of
Mr. King’s papers under a seal of
lasting silence. A different tradie
tion, together with different con-
stitutional usages, grant wider lat
itude to the Roosevelt trustees.

Yet the example of numerous
British cabinet ministers, including
Lloyd George and Winston
Churchill, who have filled their
books with summaries of cabinet
discussions and the reproduction
of cabinet memoranda, prove that
even the oath of secrecy must be
interpreted in .ight of the public
interest which it was designed to
serve and without which it has no
validity.

. . . L

A Still more delicate question is
raised by the fate of Mr. King's
private diary. The muse of his-
tory would wince at its destruc-
tion or needlessly delayed publica-
tion, for it is a document of unique
value; and its importance depends
upon the degree with which it is
given the world as originally write
ten, free from unnecessary purge
ing and avoiding even the faint-
est hint of retrospective wisdom.
Better no dlary at all than a docu-
ment of self-justification.

Mr. King has always been cone
sclous of his obligations to history
and his judgment as to what now
Is his proper course must perforce
be accepted by the Canadian pub-
lic. Perhaps some division of the
King papers, on the Roosevelt
model, with the bulk of the mat-
erlal becoming immediately avail-
able and the rest being reserved
for a quieter hour, may prove the
wisest policy. The dangers of de-
lay must never be forgotten.
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| The Age-01d Story

DORGAAHS

He looketh upon men; and If
any say, I have sinned and per-
verted that which was right, and
it profited me not; He will deliv-
er his soul from golng into the pit,
and his life shall see the light.

D~
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WHALE IN THE HILLSBORO
“On Tuesday last, the 21st inst,
the son of Mr. John Ferguson, Lo%
43, a lad of about fourteen years
of age, whilst ploughing, was star-
tled by hearing an extraordinary
noise proceeding from Mr, Brad-
dock’s creek; upon going to investi-
gate the cause, he dizcovered it pro-
ceeded from a monster of the deep,
which was evidently out of its lati-
tude, and in difficulty, He imme:i-
ately ran home, when his father,
with no other assistance than his
son and a lad named McCormack,
about the same age. went to the
creek, made a raft of longers, and
at once proceeded to the attack.
“They experienced some di{i-
culty in approaching their destined
prey, there being sufficlent water
in the creek to enable the whale
to swim, and as the tide was rising
rapidly, no time to be lost. After
displaying considerable ‘naval
tatics’ for some time, they succeed-
ed in getting sufficiently near to
enable Mr. Ferguson to strike the
prongs of & manure drag into tne
beast’s head; the blow proved
mortal, and they triumphanily
brought him safely on shore.
“Mr, Ferguson and the two boys
deserve great pralse for their gal-
lant conduct in attacking and se-
ouring so formidable ah antagonist
with no other weapon than the one
used, and we sincerely hope the re-
sults of their brave conduct will
smply compensate them for the
risk they ran. We have heard fromn
authority that the blubber, when
boiled down, will yleld from sixty
to seventy gallons of oil. We believe
this to be the first instance of a
whale being taken in any of our
rivers, and below we give his mea-
surements, namely, fifteen feet from
the point of the snout to the tip of
the tail, two feet six inches across
the tail, nine feet in circumference,
and his estimated weight about
two tons.”
—Hazard's Gazette, Nov. 25, 1854

ATTENTION

ALL BREEDERS OF
SHORTHORNS

We have inquiries for Bulls
and Helfers open or bred.
List immediately anything
you like to sell with the un-
dersigned.

All Shorthorn
cordially invited to join our
Association. Don't delay, we
¢an help you,

Write to:

JOHN PASQUIER
8t Peter’s Bay,
Presl

or

are being sent by air from Sydney
to Asian cities every week.

In the past three years one air-
line alone has carried more than
4,000,000 to Hong Kong and Singa-

Qantas Empire Airways, which
carries the ovysters to Asia for a
group of Australian oyster-farm
leaseholders, plans, when supplies
are available, to extend the trade
to many others of the 22 European,
Oriental and Pacific countries cov-
ered by its freighter services.

Alrline freight officers made de-
compression chamber tests with
both out-of-the-shell and live oys-
ters (which normally keep for two
or three weeks) before freighting
the first cargoes to Hong Kong
and Singapore,

They found that neither height
nor extreme cold affected the oys-
ters but even slight heat made
them open their shells to
“breathe.” 1f the temperature
then dropped suddenly the cargo
was damaged because the oysters
closed their shells and “bit" one

another. This caused shell break-
ages and flesh lacerations or
bruises. Tests showed that the

oysters travelled best when packed
loosely {n wide mesh bags and kept
at a temperature of about 60 de-
grees (Fahrenheit) during the

flight.
.- ¢ o

Oysters for overseas and Austral-
ian markets are sold in standard
sacks 39 Inches long and 25 inches
wide, each holding about 100 dozen.
The wholesale price is about £A7
($15.50)—a rise of about £A2/10/—
($5.50) since 1939. 1In Singapore,
the cafe price is equivalent to
about 12/—(Australian) (§1.30) a
dozen.

The delicate flavour and texture
of the Australian oyster are claim-
ed to be unequalled anywhere in
the world. But greater supplies
are needed to fill orders from
Hawali, India, and other markets.

Mr. Churchill Eats
Australian Oysters -

Brammall

The
thrives

Australian  rock oyste,
from high-water mar}
down to 50 feet or more. Itg cyl.
tivatioh is an extensive industry
along the 700-miles of New Souty
Wales coastline, The “farms” are
in river estuaries where salt wa
ter extends many miles inlang,
Oysters are grown on the fore
shores and mud flats betwee;
high and low water or below low
water mark.

In foreshore cultivation, imma
ture oysters called “spat” ar,
dumped from punts on a fir
level bottom to be gathered by
dredges when full-grown. Suitabj(
grounds are now very limited be
cause of destruction caused by the
mud worm (Polydora cillata)
which crawls into the shell and in
ritates the oys.ler. to death.

.

Below low-water level, the oys
ters are grown on stone slabs o1
sticks laid out on horizontal racks,
Black mangrove (Aegiceras majus)
sticks are used because of the
smooth bark which strips off read-
ily when the oysters are ready to
be taken away. Mangrove also re-
sists arine boring pests during
the three-year maturing period.

Small bundles of sticks are lald
along hardwood frames to catch
spat. In six to nine months, when
they are strong enough, the oys.
ters are transferred to maturing
grounds where they grow mors
quickly. The sticks {n these
grounds are lald out singly on
racks which support them above
the sea bed at about half-tide level.

Oyster farms are leased by the
New South Wales Government af
rents of £A1 (§2.22) to £A2 ($4.44)
for 100 yards of foreshore or by
the acre for offshore areas, ao
cording to production, Tenures
vary from 10 to 15 years, with th¢
right of renewal.

At the inland town of Bathursf
(population 16,000), 150 miles wes(
of Sydney, a well-known food can.
nery {s producing oyster soup made
from the “sea oyster” (Ostrea
amasa), which is found in quan-
tity along lho. Queensland coast.

. L]

The sea oyster grows only ox

Australians themselves are spend-
ing more than £A350,000 ($770,000)
annually on oysters and asking for
more—even at the price of 3/—
(33 cents) a dozen in the average
cafe or hotel.

In an effort to meet the situa-
tlon, growers and scientists are
working together on production-
boosting plans.

The element of. chance in oyster
farming is a headache for grow-
ers. They must wait three years
for their oysters to mature and
they have to contend with tide,
weather and pests.

Although about 18 species of
edible oysters have been found on
the Australian coast, the only
5ommerciauy important one is the
rock oyster” (Ostrea commercialis
or cucullata) found along the
shores of New South Wales and
southern Queensland.

* o o

The world's biggest oyster (Os-

trea hyotis), which breeds on
Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef,
sometimes grows to eight pounds.
Another tropical species (Ostrea
cistagalll) has a shell so deeply
scalloped that it is called the
“cockscomb oyster.”
(Ostrea. hyotis is not eaten be-
cause of its coarse flesh. Ostrea
clstigalll, though edible, is com-
paratively rare).

granite rocks from which it can.
not easlly be detached without
damaging the shell. For this rea-
son, cach catch must be shelled on
the spot. The oysters are quicke
frozen, packed and flown to Bathe
urst.

In the Northern Hemisphere
oysters are usually not eaten dur-
ing summer monthy wfthout the
letter “R" In their names—May,
June. July and August. This is
mainly for conservation reasons. In
Australia, oysters are eaten
throughout the year. They are in
best condition in the summer when
there js maximum development.

Although typhoid fever has been
contracted through eating contam-
inated oysters in other parts of tha
world, no such case has been ree
ported in Australia.

To establish oyster growing ir
Western Australia and Tasmania
the Fisheries Division of the Comy
monwealth Scientific and Indus
trial Research  Organization in
1948 imported 750,000 Japanese oys«
sters of a large, fast-growing spe<
cies known as Ostrea gigas.

These sent to Western Australia
did not survive, but the Tasmaniax
consignment thrived and camd
through its first Australian winter
in 1949. Tt {s not yet known, hows
ever, whether the oysters will
breed in Tasmanian waters.
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