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COLONIAL LEGISLATURE.
Wepnespay, April 4.
DEBATE ON THE TEMPERANCE PETITIONS.
HOUSE IN COMMITTER.
(Cﬂlh‘nut‘[fﬂn Haszard’s Gazelle of April 1.)
Mr. WaeLas thonght - the resolution (Mr.
Cooper's) did not g far envugh, he did not deny
the truth of the proposition, but the eonclusions
were not borne out by fact. He did not 1l

aguinst the measure, it was strange that not

one solitary petition had been sent in against
it, while they had before them one so nume-
rously signed in its favor. The Hon. Member,
(Mr. Whelan) lhau{ht it was only in the new
world, that such o Law had been thought of,
he could tell him, that it was engugi

ing the
thoughts of the ablest statesmen in Britain, he
had only that morning read a spicy article in
the North British Review: that “pablication

iders the Maine Liquor Law is not such an

the petition was a tep of the
"

small minority, and did not furnish the Hoose
with a sufficient reason for assing a Maine
Liquor Law. It would be an infringement of
the general liberty of the subject to pass such o
w., and they had no right 1o do so, because
fraction of the people had petitioned for it. He
would admit, thut drunkenness was a serious evil
and caused much: distress iu the commanity, but
was that a reason, that becsuse a_fraction of the
people. were unale to restrain themselves, that
the House stould be called upon to prohibit the
use of liquor altogether: were all 1o be placed on

« the level with brute beasis, becausa a few people
chiose 10 make heasts o mselves > the majority
are not drunkards, are the liberties of the people
to be taken from them because a' minority think
they ought (o have a Maine Liquor Law passed !
He thought that entirely contrary to the spirit of

« British Logislation. There would be a great loss
entailed on the Revenue, and the movers in this
weasure have not pointed out a means to supply
this deficiency; they eay indeed, that articles such
ae tea, coffee, couon, &c., would be more used,
and from theso drsieles, an increased duty would
be raised ; but this is merely a matter of opinion,
they have shewn no proof that such would be the
case. They pointed to the ponderons petition,
but it cannot be said, thatit contained a majority
of inhabitants, ned hy women
aged in the
0 ha
10 him on the subjeet, and said that
e hop ‘were not going o pass the Maine
Liquor Law ; he had signed the petition only to
get rid of the importunity ; he did not doubt, but
that there were other instances of a like kind,
Laws of this description have been introduced and
attempted o be putin force, but he believed that
they were generally found 1o be nugatory. Such

W ying, false swearing, and all
of shameful rascaliiy, in order 1o evade them ; and

absurdity as poople try to make it.and it gave the
evidence of those most capable of judging of the
evils of an unrestrained trade in selling liquor.
Lord Shaftsbury has stated, that after being 16
zuu Chairman of the Lunacy Comwittee, he
ad ascertained, that three fifths of the cases of |
insanity, both in Britain and America were
from the use of intoxicating drinks. The Ad-
miral of the Mediterranean fleet, Las stated
that since the allowance of spirits has been
reduced to one quarter of the old amount, the
number of punishments has fallen more

70 per cent.  Startling as it may appear, il
the trath, that the destruction of human life
and the waste of the national wealth, which
wust arise from this tremendous Russial
War, are outrun overy year by the devastation
caused l»'y national drunkenness.

Mr. Warsurrox had always been of the same
opinion with regard to the Maino Liquor Law ;
it was a mere humbug, and it did not prevent
the sale of Liquor; inan hotel in Portland,
he had m»dﬂ»mugm him before a hundred

ople. [f sucha Law were passed, it would

a loss of over £1000C to the Revenue, and
they would have to put an additional duty on
some other articles to meet it. The temperance
people may profess to have a grent many sig-
natures, but many have signed the petition to

et rid of the importunity, and others signed it
Becauze they kncw it would not pass.  ife had

prepared the following Resolution. which he
read, but he would not now press it on the
Committee :

Colony to pro-
Colonies, British und

Foreigu, combine in its egtablishment.
Mr. Crark all the that

he thought it would be betier to
in a mitigated state, than to have it concomitant
with all these evils. He did vt know, how Hon.
Membars would vote, but he might tell them that
Nova Sed d given the Bill the go-by, he
believed New Brunswick had oot passed it
s e Prebe e st e s
e Rl that 7t Would be practicable for th
Island, nor would he give it his sanction becaus
the State of Muine and other States celebrated for
their fanaticisn had thought fit o pass such a
Law. He moved the following Kesolutios

which no provision has
inusmach as the

en productive of any material
parts of the United States, w
tempted 1w

Mr. Haviuaxp.—The State of Mlaine had never
been celebrated for its fanaticism ; he had never
heard of any lhiﬁf of the kiud. But even if
it were, that could be no roason, for Rhode
Island one of the most enlightened states and
n i its constitution, had
iquor Law. T

portant one, and one whi
terest to the people of the Island. It must be
admitted, that intemperance is the greatest evil
that any country could be carsed with,: tha

is the groatest destroyer of happiness, and the

most wasteful consumer of its weslth. The
' duty of the Logislatare was to make such Laws
‘a8 would bost tend to the wolfure of the people,

2‘3:1.2‘]:“‘!1 such a h\lw. would it mot tend
it benefit sical iy, morally and com-
mereially ! u...&".’:- ol % 4

[ fawmilies now in
tross would be rolieved, hundreds of wives in
‘lmdvnulvl be comforted, and hundreds of!
chi now suflering in poverty and hunger
would be elothed add fed. * Hon."Members lnid
gredt stross on the loss the ue would
sustain, but was that any reason why ‘the

islature, was to countenance and uphold
an ovil prejadicial to the people! they had
better ran into debt, if that was the only rea-
de commanity of the good

Law.” He had very
strong reasons to believe, that it would be the
better off, and

wonld be , and loss
o Tt Db i of e

| Tsland,

= thou
3

8- Jout puiting on atax oo necessaries,

bad been used against the Law fotile in the ex-
wreme. They had better testimony as to the
wurking of the Law, than what the Hon. the
Treasurrr had given. Can we believe that the
people, would lyur after year, vote greater pum-

of T preaciiatives, if they had not found the Law
a benefit, and what were they doing? Why,
i They

every vear making il more stringent.

shew, that erime by

tenth’ of - the iq

you should tura out all the drunkards
ime,

on
as
does not increase ple. No,
it destroys the very sources of ﬁ'.“m.u. and
wealth. Wa know the money apent in liquor
would be spent in_other more necessary thiugs.
and ultimately the Revenue would incresse, 3s the
wealtl of the country beeame more permanent.
Some Hon. Members thought it w
lying and false swearing, they may
say e sameof the present R

w, he considured that all Legi
pablic opin
oofit and

perilo
I

med for what was
might e him
the opini of,
Chief Justice Taney and uther emivens jugges,
and he thought their opinions were weil deserviug
of Hon. Members’ consideration.
Mr. Wienraan would wot give a silent vote
on the question, he did not thiuk the day had
yot arrved that, the Hoaso should pass a Maine
iquar Law ; when ho saw a petition coming in
with 20,000 or, 30,000 siznature;
induced to vote for such a B
great deal in’ the  arguments pore of the
measure and miuch 10 condemn, did ot see
that the luss of the Revenae suld bo met: with-
and tha
was sire would meet with grest objections.  The
Tenmperauee cduse wais & guod one, and the people
who advocated it bod dune & great deal of gond,
but they weald require 10 do whch more, before
he would vote in favour of the (Mr. Palwer's)
Resoluiion.
. Ma. Loro lll:.Jhl the Hon. Member who had
just sat down, stated enough (o induce any
rson to vote in favor of & Maine Liquor Law.
e could not ny reason for su
the messure than what they now had. i
tion presented this year in sapport of the E-
was moch hv‘- than that h was presented
ill the Houee lust session,
or one than had ever been before
had supported it last
#0 again. He heard no per-

, he wight be
had heard a

n | From what had fallen from H.

e A etz it g

had uo doubt but that the Law would be
beneficial one, when carried out.  He kn
politieal capital had been made of the questi
and much 1o his injury, for most of the Sons of

Pemperance voted against him.  For all that op-
ition, be stood as a supporter of the measure,
aud he ouly regretted that he had not the talents
requisite fo argue with ability in its fa
thought, that the Law would do away with the
commiin use of liquor, he knew that three-fourthy
of the cases of assault before the Magistrates
Court have been in consequence of using intoxica-
ung liquor. He was glad to see that the Tem-
perance pecple were not goiag 1o sleep, but that
they were still keeping up the agitation and en-
lightening the minds of the people.

Mr. Mosreomeny.—The pe were
often brought to the notice of the Houee, and the
womber of signatures had augmented every time,
that he was convinced that public opinion was
becoming more and more in favor of a Liquor Law.
He bad bitherto voted sgaiost the question, but
when he found it would confer so gieat a benefit
on the Island generally, he was now prepared to
go in faver of it. Drunkenness was an evil which
it was their duty s much as possible to prevent.
. Members, he had
ledrned, that the Maine Liquor Law had produced
the happiest effects where it had been tesied for
aw of years, and he was williug to give it a
trial here.

Mr. Mooxey.—The i
brought over Mr. Mont,
wants to know bis (Mr. M
might corsult |
had not much changed since.

a very
t

ney’s) opinion, they
szard’s Gazette for 1852, they
He. would support
Mr. Laird’s resolution if he thought the House

were sincere and would go with him. Mr. Clark
was a most amusing gentlemen, he would vote for
the Maine Liquor Law, although most of his con-
stients were apposed 1o it. 1f the Sons of
Temperance thought 1w try the popularity of the
weasure, they should make it the platform at the
election. He had looked uver the petition,
be could not find over 150 signatures that wi

out ofoffice.  He thought, the M,
was an interference willi the
while bie liked a drop of liquor, ho would never
tamper with the rights of any man.

Mr. Craxk did not think Mr. Mooney’s opinion
worih a straw in any matter,

Mg. Cowes would not give a silent vote on
the_occasion. [t was well kuown that the

rty opposed to him had made a great deal of
l'»?.mm Capital out of the Temperance Ques-
tion. They went down to the Temperance
Hall, and found they could effect something
among the country people prejudicial to the
ibed a nzre,ro' n
he country dis-
tricts, to do all they could to prevent the elec-
tion of members on his side of the House.
1f the Bill passed last session, it was no reason
it should pass now, but a small minority of
voters had potitioned for its adoption, the
greater part of them wero composed of children
and women, and he saw a number there, who he
knew were' under 16 yeurs of age. and some
respectable even signed the petition
twice. The Maine Gatrary 1 &
ture und infringed on the rights of man. The
Sous of Temperance were & set of backbiters
and slanderers ; they were a secret society, and
they went into their meetings and abused
people behind their backs which they were
afraid to do before them ; he considered them
far worse than the peaple they tried to malign.
He might adduce urguments to shew, that the

gisluture would | swning if they passed
such a Law. They wanted to make & Law to
reyont brewing of any kind. Why, the old
adies would bo liable o be fined, it they made
their Gooseherry Wine. He econtended that
the Sons of Temperance were got up for & poli-
tical and religions purpose : they wanted to ex-
clude a certain class of people'from the Govern-
ment, as they had beén trying to do in the
United States. le were identified with the
Kuow Nothings. hat did the fanatics do in
the State of Maine! they tarred amd feathered
& Catholic Priest who had come among them,
Yes, and they would do the same thin, ilm, if|
they bad the power. The head of the order
'was a Know Nothin, d the Governor of New
York was eleotod by the Know Nothings. M.
Clark did ot get ‘in through the Temperance
plt.h l:u w:. -u_rpriuil 10 8¢e men ulln,

sucl um| wng. It was very wel

We.Lard. who et e

business, to come

forward now and advocate
thing about Temperance, when he was
ieads. At lung s tho Luw of the. Land Jegel.
izes it, it is as respectable a trado as any.
Tom,) 00 cause was only a political trap’of

: | head, Couper,

Law was contrary to Serip- |

the Maine Law, you did not hear him say any- | 1

and he would have wished he had stuck to
facts. If Hon. Members had followed his (Mr.

Lord’s) example, they would have the
Maine Liquor Law l::F ago. He kept a house
of entertainment he belioved from 1829 to 1

Some time between those periods, a Temperance
Society was formed in , and he was asked
to join them ; he would not join, but told them
that when he sold the small quantity of
liquor he bad onhand, he w nat sell ‘any
more, and he did so and had never sold any
liquor from that time to X Hon. Mem-
bers engaged in the traffic had followed his ex-
ample ; when they left this world, they would
804 nothiag to regret in what they had done in
hat

that repect
so|*"Mx, Cidnx, the Hon. Col. Secretary has ai-

tempted to make it appear, that the temperance
people are connected with the body called
e l&ow Nothings,” and that the head of the
order is one of that body ; nothing can_be
further from the truth than this ; the head of
the order is the present Colonial Secretary of
Now Brunswick, and they have no such organ.
ization of the kind in that province. He also
said, that the Governor of New York was elected
by the ** Know Nothings,’" this also was not
the case, for at the New York election there was
a “Know Nothing"” candidate, and Mr. Clark
the present Tewperance Governor, defeated him,
The Temperance cause had no connection with
party politics, for even in the House, Members

of both sides voted for it. He knew that a few

rsons had made a question of it, but
that was no reason, ey should 5ivo up &
good cause, because a few people tried to make

politeal capital out of it.

Me. Pascs—Io consequence.of the orderly
manner— with one exception—which the debate
had assumed, he would not take up the time of the
Committee any further, and he would be quite
satistied without replyiog, if the Col. Secretary’s
speech was reported as he had iven it.

Mr. Cules and Laird made some observations,
after which a division was taken on Mr. Whelan
resolution as follows :

For — Me: Whelan, Coles, Warburton,
Moouney, Wightman, M‘lntosh, Dingwell, Muir-

Clark, Lord, Laird,
Haviland, Munroe,

er.

Against - Messrs. Palmer,
M:Donald, Moutgomery,
Longworth.

The speaker ook the chair and the Chairman
reported the Resolution agreed to.

Mr. Palwer woved his resolution in amendment,
which was lost on the following division :

For—Messrs. Palmer, Longworth, Clark, Lord,
M:Donald, Mon nery, Haviland, Munroe.

Against—( . Whelan, Warburtor., Mooney,
Wightman, M-lntosh, Dingwell, Muirhesd, Coop-
rry. -

LATE FROM EUROPE.

THE NAVVIES AT THE TRENCHES-~THE
SANITARY COMMISSIONERS,

The public will learn with scarcely less surprise
an satisfuction that the main object of the Crimean
Espedition is already completed, and that
of war are now being conveyed direct
treuches. It is need| o
ion of toil 10 the overtaxed

s the eugine begun 1o
power, which was gla |{ used for
“Thauks to the agency of (he railway,

te the services

o ong ago as the L0th, and aid was
highly appreciated by our allies, whoare enthusiastic
n their ud the. g licati

ed by the
through

on the part
m‘ themselves now are, and have all
well provided with horees and other ‘weans of tran-

sport. The biu

ave been
n-omm' side of the harboar
Ao, g b s o b

had made a  fortune in . the | i)

ance which the railway corps are to the.
-d-fmhnn-iﬁlu
solue LD

atate, that of barley Alove. searly 1,000 sacks Ste

themselves with the Sons of T

the old party to try and ruin the Liberal 4 ed by the nd,

e people Jo "tho United BAtes 1o s 508 of o b o el L ande'e. e, szsaronte
fanatios in almost nym-f“m, take in hand. afer the. matir gladly acknow! the
:i.;umm;‘-::" Mr:“rwjvl.{:ny,h ¢ :'9-:_-._,‘:_-'“":.- :

Nt thiog o

person 'M:hn::wmu: e £ g o Bl
80 prem| coul made gailable for | 15 4

manufuctaring porposes. e rap pory 1o aee Ll poseell-fig o8 L I
to many persous in this lsland connecting| i, lighten it of some ‘of the ssormens irafBer” of

Mz. Loxp thought there was no oceasion for

complaia, not even Tavern keepers, and he

sll the ranting Hon, Member had made,

= L T i
of everything that was and distracting.



