i munism and preparation for defense in thelexaminations to Prince of Wales College that the one always and necessarily| & house, or a bit of land.
i event of further Communist aggression. It!'last year. Of this number 529 or 61 per goes Wwith the other. ™ a . ‘t .
. . . " . . e reading o sermons i
: is probably true that if the Soviet harbour-|cent were successful. At the same time * N g 5 8
p y I should say here that I do not practice that  is quite = generalyy
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'but makes it obvious that children today
lead a very busy school life indeed. All
of this imposes a heavy burden on the
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_ Department, Ottawa. smaller schools whose teacher or teachers By Observer
The Island Guardian Publishing Co. are unable to specialize. As early as 1912 . . ————r
e oits Stier 1an 4. Bumatt | Superintendent advocated that the num-. : s ihiesh READING
' y e ber of school districts be reduced from Whenever I'm over on your side [ get an | The people who are trying to get| others, man has not yet founq ,

Associate Editor, Frank Walker.

CIRCULATION
“Covers Prince Edward Island like the dew”

479 to one-tenth of that and the.present
Director of Curriculum points out that if
the present 450 school districts were re-
duced to not more than 30 the administra-
!tion of education would be more effective,
the elementary school service would be im-
proved and High Schools of the composite
type could be provided to serve these larger
areas without being an intolerable financial
Marshal Stalin's death leaves the ques-{burden.

tion of leadership in the Soviet Union an\ — While statistics of enrollment have re-
issue of tremendous importance to hun- mained practically stationary since 1897,
dreds of millions of people. The free world’s|the percentage of attendance has steadily
cue in these circumstances, suggests the|improved and expenditure by the Govern-
Montreal Star, is to go on with the policies| ment has multiplied more than ten-fold and
that have been pursued since the end of|by the Districts, more than 20-fold.

the war, policies of eontainment of Com- A total of 868 pupils wrote entrance

“The strongest memory is weaker than
the weakest ink”.

CHARLOTTETOWN, FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 1933

The Soviet Enigma

ed such measures, their execution will be;
delayed, for it will be necessary for who-
ever succeeds the dictator to be certain
that he has the same sort of control at
home that Stalin exercised before embark-
ing on adventures abroad.

As to the succession, the Star recalls
that after Lenin’s death in 1924 a trium-
virate ruled Russia and controlled the Com-
munist Party. Only for a time, for Stalin
began that struggle for power that ended
with him at the top and the two other
members of the triumvirate, Kamenev and
Zinoviev, in the grave. Trotsky, too, the
only other man able to contend with Stalin
for leadership, was first exiled and murder-

ed

170 pupils wrote the full Grade XI exam-
ination and 8 wrote those of Grade XII. Of
those writing Grade XI, 93 were successful
in securing a pass certificate which works
out to 54.7 per cent. Including those who
wrote supplementary papers in Grade XI
work*a total of 224 wrote the . examination
in whole or in part.

Encouraging reports are included on
the introduction of pre-Grade I classes at
West Kent School, Charlottetown, and the
R. C. A. F. Station School, Summerside;
on the P. E. L. Libraries, adult education,
film board, health, home economics and
vocational training. Rather depressing is
the list of pensions which includes only one
of more than a thousand dollars.

The only thing that suggests a repetition
of this pattern is the existence near the top
in the Kremlin of three men. Malenkov,
Molotov and Beria, who might form a
triumvirate along the lines of that of 1924

EDITORIAL NOTES

Australian sheep men are taking com-

The Feelings Are Mutual

odd feeling that I'm being watched./
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Yeah % Same with me wh

1'm over (n your country
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PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the
1 1 dent

corr
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
fly endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

THE COMMUNIST MENACE

Sir,—1 wonder how many in

termine which fire company had
the best band, the award went to a
company that didn't have a band.
This is not altogether surprising:
we have heard bands
worse than no bands at all
Kingston Whig-Standard.

In a conlest in Virginia to de-

that were

A Montreal man brought rinto

made hockey
Star.

One of the reasons given for dis-

. Notes By The Way ~

ponds some 40 or 60 years ago.
Hundreds of professional
fans have probably never seen
game in which speed, clever stick
handling and combination passing
plays emphasize the things that
famous. — Sudbury

hockey

oo 1

the phonetic-spelling bill through
the British Parliament say they
hope the experiment, if and when
it becomes law, will have some
beneficial effects on the reading
habits of English youth. At present,
they claim, there is a great dearth
of good reading.

That seems to be the story every-
where. Whatever else the present
vogue in “progressive” educational
techniques is able to accomplish—
no doubt it has brought about
some badly needed improvements
—it does not appear to be produc-
ing a big crop of first-rate readers.
It is the view of some competent
and sincere critics that, should the
present trend continue for another
two or three decades, reading, for
all practical purposes, will have
become a lost art. And there is
more than a casual connection be-
tween indifferent reading and in-
different spelling,  although it
would probably be wrong to say

happen to be one of the innumer-
able company who feel that our
modern schools cannot be compar-
ed favourably with the schools of
thirty or forty years ago, and that
they are getting worse all the time.
My opinion is that in some respects
they are much better than they
used to be and that the teachers in
the main are just as conscious of
their manifold responsibilities as
any teachers in the past have been.
But I do not believe that the abil-
ity to read well is being taken
quite as serfously as it once was.
Nor do I believe that it is being
given the place it ought to have
in'the field of general education.
L] L .

T suggest that the fault, if fault
there be, is due not so much to the
alleged inefficiency of teachers as
to the hurried and almost synthe-
tic way of living which has fallen
upon our times. Anything that re-
quires much laborious effort and
that cannot be manipulated by the
turning of an electric  switch or
pushing a button is not held in
much esteem, and the art of read-
ing is a.good instance of this.

No doubt there are some good

The Passing Scene

—

way to make his sclentific gadgets
work for him without at the sam
time dominating his spirit and p
mental powers.

No right thinking person woulq
say one word against the wide.
spread use of public libraries whicp
have rendered a fine social service
in recent years. We need more, not
less, public reading facillties. 4
the same time it will be generally
admitted that easy access to read.
ing matter does not in itself mak,
for good and intelligent reading. |
recall listening to a lecture given by
a noted educator on "this subject
His opinion was that one bosg
owned by any individual was like.
ly to be of more cultural and eqy.
cational value than ten that haq
been borrowed. It would be easy
enough to find flaws In such ap
opinion, but it is probably trye
that ownership is always an ij.
centive to personal endeavour
whether the property be a book.

frowned upon, with the result tha
many a potentially good sermon is
spoiled by the preacher's feeble
attempt to deliver it extemporarily,
There are some who have that ;;m'
but it is foolish to expect to find
them in every pulpit. As a matter
of fact, a well read sermon is of
much greater value than onc that
s delivered haltingly, ramblingly,
and without confidence, as cnen'
happens in the case of the man
who feels that honour and the
goodwill of his people require him
to have no notes or manuscript in
sight.

In the latter part of the last
century Phillips Brooks was gener-
ally recognized as the leading
preacher in America and perhaps
in the whole English  speaking
world. And he read every scrmon
he preached. Every word of what
he intended to say was written
down beforehand and taken to the
pulpit with him. He real it so well
that no one among the thousands
who flocked to hear him gave a
moment's thought to his method.
The same could be said of many
other distinguished preachers, past
and present.

In Church or out of it good read-

continuing collection of a radio li-
cence fee In Canada was the cost
it entailed in the process of keep-
ing records of radio owners and in
enforcing the law that required
the payment of the annual fee by
all owners. A large staff, both in
Ottawa and in the field, was re-
quired. Now what will happen? Will
the services of these clerks, in-
spectors and what have you be dis-

fort from the fact that more moderate wool
prices no longer stimulate the production

this country are astonished at the
freedom given to those who pro-
fess the doctrine of Communism.
They, arc at liberty to attack the
very basic principles of the demo-
cratic countries in wkich ' they
live. Public speakers, even clergy-
men, spread their false propa-
ganda. All this we see but there
is also a hidden, secret movement
that does not stop even at murder

readers who were born that way,
but for most people skill in reading
comes only through much practice
and painstaking effort. It is ap-
other instance of the Bible-sanct-
joned process of gradual develop-
ment: “First the blade, then the
ear, then the full corn in the ear.”
. v .

Then, too, there is not the com-

pelling incentive for any kind of

ing, as distinct from mere word
mumbling, is a credit to the reader
as well as a joy to the listener. Uy
fortunately, 1t is rare.

court for possession of smuggled
American cigarettes was fined
$50, or $1.25 each for the forty
“smugs” he had. Perhaps it isn't so
cheap to smake smuggled ciga-
rettes after all. With the tax cut
on Canadian smokes, perhaps this
unhealthy practice of smuggling
cigarettes will decline again.
Cornwall Standard-Freeholder

I ] and later begin a similar struggle for per-

sonal power. For it scems to be necessary R
. | of substitutes for wool. 'es i y
to the Communist system to have one 'man bstitutes for wool. Present prices arc

at the top, in complete control of both still profitable, although not fantastically

by : » ‘i
0 the party and the government. so as was for a while the case.

there must rise in the
peoples the hope that

O O O <~ O -

j The Age-Old Story

- * -

S For the present

breasts of enslaved John Philip Sousa, American conductor,

! Stalin's death will create an opportunity al{thm‘ and. composer, died this date 1932.|y, aitain its purpose. See what Trattic I tonsh = in|pensed with, thus bringing about | reading—good, bad, or indifferent— | e -0 Co- mmm om0 -
for them to struggle toward freedom His compositions include: “The Washington |has happened in many European nearrf' ':\_e: ‘cou‘;"g r&:‘e’seemda : a reduction in government expen-| that there used to be. Why should - ”
countries and in China. All re- Y y y ¥8| ditures? Or, will all these official®] a tired person settle down to an| Ihe foundation of God standes

. . . 5 . ELT) 2 " “ ~ H ” -
again. For a period the Soviet Union must| Post”, “El Capitan”, “Stars and Stripes”, ligion is taken over by the state. but few have been so bold as to re-| ;4 employees be absorbed in some| evening's reading when all he has|5Ur® having this seal, The Lol

. Ao i - ) . s o o.|move all speed limits. In this
turn in on itself while the power of the|and .Waltzels, songs and .sxr.nphomes. 'He cl:nsz:::xlsu:;e s:gng} :gax"tﬁ;ﬁ}‘ country at least it would not be ;t:;eme;mﬂ;;ﬂ gre&sl;:‘r:en;éc:f to do is to turn the radio dial and :::":::r “':‘;‘e ":;‘tm his. And
party and the men at its head is re-con-| published “National, Patriotic, and Typical|2P1e tortures, oSt i to. siaugh | Well to rely entirely on drivers'|gonep” gt Thomas Times-Journ e e asomeone else? In oS! name of Christ epare. from in:
solidated. It will be during this period that Aifs of All Lands” as well as novels and a|ter. Do we lhc':ar Imayl\y voices i‘)‘;ﬂgﬂeﬁt’ t’kfze:v%ezllcw;low?liz':o:;: L . | but good reading but, at al:ial} nlgl quity.

: : ~emini ised in protest? In free coun- 5 keeps him from ki 0 —_— .
the people of the satellite countries may volume of reminiscences. AR L much judgment. A speed limit may making any real
R ‘tunity - . ‘ . . tries, like our own, are many| B CRECL o e best to| The future of hockey rests ln effort of his own. Nowadays that is S e dohadliaptA
see their opportunity to overthrow the pétitions  sent to  governments| 0 SR e Jaid down, {he hands of the players them-|considered a very fine luxury in-|pepn ank clearing centres tripled

condemning such atrocities? ~We ™" Cornwall Standard-Freeholder. selves, their coaches, hockey execu- | .deed. In this respect, as in many etween 1938 and 1952.

It is doubtful whether substituting two
48-hour passes for a third annual two-
week leave will do much for Canadian
army morale in Germany. What keeps
troops reasonably contented is having a

Moscow for|

puppet regimes that look to
their power and authority.

tives and the referees. TUnless an
earnest, sincere effort is made to
have the game played cleanly, hoc-
key can easily lose much of Its
popular appeal. Judging by some
games played during the current
season, scoring of goals has been

could well imitate the zeal of the
Communists in their cause. Note
the recent Rosenberg case. Oh,
the indifference of Christians!

But there is something cheering
in the attitude of those persecut-
ed. The reporters were speaking

Ever try to pass a truck on wet
pavement? Generally you have to
stay back for a long look ahead,
then make a dash for it through
the sheet of dirty spray, driving al-
Lmost blind until you get along-

Influenza Research
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early recognition of clinical influenza and
the detection of the particular strain of |
virus prevalent during an epidemic of this |

are waiting for the day when it
will be possible to go back to
China to help these poor people
once again” Bravely spoken!
Now, this leads me to one con-

boarding, stick-swinging agd other
illegalities making for a rough-
house sport calling for little other
qualification than brute force—
Cornwall Standard-Freeholder.
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every little bit is worth while, —
Milwaukee Journel.
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sational reductions on the income
taxes of individuals and organiza-
tions. But the abolitlon of that 10
per cent tax is none the less of
great importance for all Canadians.
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