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Jensen says Scholarship fund a
‘political carrot”

Is the millennium fund a fraud ?

B8Y TODDMACLEAN

Many believe that the
federal government’s large
investment of 2.5 billion dol-
lars into the Millennium Schol-
arship Fund may just be an
casy way out of providing an-
nual support for post second-
ary education.

Beginning in the yea
2000, roughly 100,000 schol-
arships (averaging $3000 a
year) will be awarded annu-
ally to full and part time stu-
dents forten years. This marks
the “single largest investment
ever made by a federal gov-
ermnment to support access to

secondnrz education for
all Canad

Blalne Jensen, repre-
sentative of UPEI's Student
mvcbmetmﬂlgan
one apparent lem wi
fund is that this money has yet
to even be allocated.

“There’sno money in it
yet -- it is based on funds that
have r:ltobecommined from
the federal budget.” said
Jensen.

Jensen is very skeptical
ofthe Mlllamuumepmd:'sd\u
reason, along with several oth-
ers. He is also concerned that
the federal government will
require an entirely new as-
sessment process to determine
who will recsive the scholar-
ships, one separate from the
student loans assessments.

“Ihey are planning to
base their assessments on both
merit and need,” Jensen said.
“How do they judge the two of
them at the same time? It could
turn out to be a huge bureau-
cratic process in for stu-
dents to access it.”

Another downfall is that
the government could be ac-
cused of diggin '&themaelvaa
deeper hole with this process.
Even though some students
will benefit greatly from the

nognm mnvmmuwnllwll
ve to suffer through annual

cutbacks from federal fund-
ing, which means increased

for those students who
are not chosen for the scholar-

ships.

“They’ renot stemming
the tide of rising tuition,” ex-
plained Jensen. “This program
ENCOUragEs universitics to raise
their tuition fees, which places
more inaposition where
they more money to goto
school. lnavnynulctuallz
reducing access to university.

is creates quite a

X, as the main objective

ind the strategy is “to make
the knowledge and skills Ca-
nadians will need for better
jobs and a better standard of
iving in the 21 st century more
accessible and more afford-
able,” as the information pam-

phlet sgg'

is investment in the
future of our country is the
result of our successful battle
against the deficit. It is an in-
vestment that will pay for itself
ovamdmnpmmthem
ahead,” said Finance Minister
Paul Martin in his 1998 budget

But 2.5 billion dollars
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Sammer Camp Jobs
in the US.A.
Visas Arranged

Lakeside Residential
Girls Camp in Maine

Specializing
Pab Crawls

e

oaoenir [tems
185 T.C.H. CORNWALL

ph: 368-8337

mﬁdﬂmm Visas
available 1o all qualified applicants.

Service weorkers. Maintenance,
driver, office, kitchen. Visas
restricted to students enrolled in
university for fall *98

Non-smokers. June 22 to Aug 27
Send resume (C.V.): Kippewa, Box
340, Westwood, Massachusetts
02090-0340US A
kippewa@tiac.net; voice (781)

762-8291; fax (781) 255-7167.

investedona term basis is
a relatively small federal in-
vestment in itself, and is simply
a “one time payment” as
Jensen says

“ld\it;klhepvmau

should be reinvesting this

directly into the fund-

ing of education,” he said. “I

Just hope this isn"tan abandon-

ment of higher education by
the government.”

BY ERYN FAGAN

'l‘hullepdle.kohmm
letter by the Department of
Indian Affairs has led to ac-
cusations, anger and de-
mands for an apo last
momhmtthouu om-

BmceSwIi band mem-
ber of the Tsuu T ila re-
serve in Alberta, wrote to
Minister Jane Stewart com-
plaining of financial corrup-
tion in the band administra-
tion. The letter, alleged
marked with the minister’s
stamp, somehow fell into the
handsof ChiefRay Whi
who is now suing Sn:l:(:t
for libel. An internal inves-
tigation into these events is

The Reform Party's Indian
Affairs critic, Mike Scott,

of Indian issues and has ac-
cused the department of
the letter. Chairper:
S&fmﬁ."’“m‘"m
ic
Board and member of the
First Nations Resource
Council, Chief Whitney ran
pod gy 3
is a co o
Jean Chretien.
The PO ition spent six
ys interrogati
the inister in the Co?:l§
10th,
Stewart stated, “I have to
ask what the motivation is of

this opposition. IFueu it
putsmemmmdo

Natives demand for
apologg from House of
ommons

ment made by a political
forebear of mine, Sir Wilfred
Laurier, who said it is casy
to raise prejudices. | believe
this is why we are on--

This remark was immedi-
ately mlctrupted by an an-

st thisministe ha

I lived on a reserve, | taught
on a reserve, and | raised
five Indian foster children in
my home,” shouted Re-
former rey.
“Itisour m‘maluonllo hcl‘g
grassroots ginal peopl
who trusted to go to her in
confidence.”
Also enraged was John
Duncan, w wife and
children are status Indians.
“When the minister accuses
us of beu:ﬁ‘motwned by
judice, tsmsulungme
my family,” Duncan

RcfocmladerPruwnMuv
ning, in defence of his par-
's recommended cuts to

t, added that,

;We' nc;(t::Iievc that a
raction o money . .
-ever gets to gra s abo-
In response to demands,
Stewart finally said, “I was
justtryingtoreflect the facts
as | see . If | have hurt
themsosevere!y lwouldbe

ﬂ:lfny has attracted me-
dummonacmdnooun—




