The

ideas contained in Project Lifeline are exciting for teachers,
students

and anyone interested in conservation.

six main sections - what does endangered mean; what is endangered; why
‘ are they endangered; why care; what is being done;

' and what can my class
do. Students develop a conservation ethic by learning habitat and what

The Activity Book has

holds habitat together.

Teachers can use as much of the kit as they
choose,

and spend from 20 minutes a week to 20 minutes a day,
in whatever subject they wish to work on.

For example, a map of Canada on a grid is included - this can be
enlarged (drawn, to work on art skills, or photocopied to save time)

and a huge map can occupy one wall of the classroom. Students then can
add the major vegetation regions of Canada (as alway, they are told
where they can find the information). From there, using the map provided
in the teacher's guide, students can put endangered species in the
areas where they are found.

The Activity Book contains fact sheets on
endangered and threatened species, such as the piping plover below, and
students can study the habitat of a species and discuss limiting factors,
distribution, population size, etc.

Students also learn about succe

using it

ss stories (such as the Wood Bison
and Whooping Crane) and by dealing with rates of increase, and projecting
the numbers of animals for various dates in the future, mathematics and
conservation are dealt with at the sime time.

know what skills are used in comple-
o

A skills key lets teachers

iny the activity, and sample sched-
are also included. The skills
index includes science, visual
arts, research, language,

' mapping/graphing, math, out-
ChaEKle ﬁﬁ*liﬁ ::: doors, reporting, history and

| biol geography, music, drama and
General biology

Population size

and trends

piping Plover was always
T::nsi%ersed to be locally dis-
tributed and generally uncom=
mon. Records are scanty and : is
difficult to estimate past breeding
populations. However, observa-
tions during the last 25 years N
indicate a great reduction in t :
numbers of this bird aqd that t e%
species has practically disappear

o .at
‘Description
Piping Plover is a small

T:‘:orepbu%. slightly large: than a

se sparrow, averaging 1/
:::nm:res long and weighing
about 50 grams. It has a pale. el
sandy-grey back and white uln er
parts. In breeding (spring) P um';e
age thereisa black ring aroundt "
lower neck and a bl_ack l_)and af‘ro
the forehead, but in winter these
markings are reduced or dis- s
appear. The Piping Plover gets !

physical education.
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n$r$$1;£¢§mm 1nvo}ved 1nlthe Adopt-a-
groups and by mid August oY Species Project, where stu-
dents get to know an endan-
gered species well.

have departed for the wintering
grounds. In spring and late cum-

mer, the birds that summer aong
the seashore move alon8 the coast.
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This plover 'eeds o7 ety

ches along the seashore of
Eleoang inland lakes and slou;hs.r:n
the Atlantic Provinces an§ on the
Great Lakes it occurs m_amly on
sandy beaches whereas it frequel_nts
primarily pebble or rf\uldly a_lka ine
beaches in the Prairie Provinces.

i d
th Carolina to florida, an
‘ ?:r‘:ﬂy in the Bahamas and Greater
‘ Antilles.

These and many other projects
in the Activity Book, such
as getting students to write

J B0 politicians or for more
i information,

r-' are action-
foraging lesure’s >0 wandy X oriented and let students
pebbly beaches o€ »

s

Present distribution

waters edge know that there is something
they can do to help endan-
gered species.



