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SYRIA AND THE DESERT.

‘Water and heat are indispensable to vege-
tation. There can be no deficiency as to
heat in Syria, owing to the latitude in
which that country is situated; but the abun-
undant heat becomes a cause of sterility,
if water be wanting. When we speak of a
desert, most persons think that the s
consists only of sand, in which the elements
for the support of plants do not exist. This
i but _does
When
falls vegetation flourishies to a degree
that causes astonishment to those who
witness it for the first time. But to tho as-
tonishment to those who witness it for the
first time. But as the summer follows very
shortly after the rainy season, and the rains
are never very abundant, and moisture is
soon dried up, the plants, which began to
grow in all their beauty, are soon withered,
as by a blast from u firey oven.

Thus ti: desert that stretches from the
Euphrates to the valley of the Orontes and
Aautilebanon, is in a certain sense very
fruitful, and still the harvests are not pro-
ductive. Hence it comes to pass, that the
inhabitants have not often fixed themselves
in settled habitations, and the Bedouins
have been compelled to wander with the

hope that no Bedouin will become his neigh-
bour. Should the far-seeing son of the
desert approach him he will not fail to re-
quest the favour of being allowed to place
one stone in the building, and then will
most zealously maintain that from hence-
forth he and the proprietor are brethern ;

any one should attack his person or prop-
erty, the whole tribe to which the Be‘dc_nux.n
belongs will come to the rescue. This is
certainly a great protection, but the coun-
tryman may well wish to decline the fa-
vour. The officious Bedouin will be sure
to intimate that he expects some compen-
sation for this mighty protection, and some
token of the attachment which his brother
feels toward him. Without further cere-
mony, the price at which this fraternity is
to be valued will be fixed nt a yearly pay-
ment of two hundred, or at least one hun-
dred piastres ; the amount altogether de:
ending on the generosity of the Bedouin.
Thus a contract is made, and the country-
man will do well to take care that he has his
money in readiness ; for if it be not paid,
the tribe thatis to protect him will hasten
to plunder him.

But it may be asked, Wi
author help the poor
difficulties ? The Turkish authe

do not_the
tsin these

that secret bond unites them ; and that if

ities have |

They could not blockade a place, as they
ave obliged to wander about, in order to
find grass and water for their flocks. They
might be successfully attacked by a regi-
ment of cavalry, who could follow their
movements.

It must be confessed that the fortifications
which were built for the protection of the
bridges over the Jordan are in a sad state
of dilapidation ; but as they are by no
means extensive, it would not cost much to
restore them. ‘T'wo or three mortars would
suffice to keep the Bedouins at a distance.
They seldom  carry on an attack for any
length of time.

And beside this, it may be observed that
want of perseverance on their has
been found greatly to assist the inhabitants of
the villuges on the line from Hebron to
Gaza, in their endeavours to defend them-
selves agawst the Bedouins. Assoon as
a regular discharge of musketry takes
place, they reti

Mr. Stephens, in his Incidents of Trav-
el, mentions, that tombstones in the Turkish
burying grounds are all flat, and conta n
hollows which hold the water after a rain,
and attract the birds, which resort thither
to slake their thirst and sing amongst the
trees.

LATEST FROM AUSTRALIA.
There have been several arrivals from
the different Australian colonies during the
of the, week, and the intelligence
g, if not so startling and important
ve been previously accustomed to,

flocks which formed their chief possessions.
If they should remain stationary, they
would be compelled to abadon their hope
of obtuining sustenance for their cattle.

The influence of the climate is altogether |
different in those parts of  Syria
which lie between the desert and the Medi-

enough to _do to take care of themselves|
when the Bedouins attack them, and they |
would as soon touch fire as nterfere in |
these disputes. They are soon frightened, |

. ot | cours
and the indolence of the pashas leads them | they b

to wish to avoid quarrelling with the Bed-|, /{0)

i T S i P e olf evi - . M .
o O b “l“’ Sublime Porte itselfeven couti-| iy pevertheless highly interesting and im-
u’“}.nmlﬂn‘ " e wester! ydvnn s, lrla r:ilg tenances these extortions by |m}|:;;v a ““"-porlunl. Some apprehensions are express-
with them the moisture der fom the | tain sum every year to some of the tribes |eg o5 account of the scarcity of labour of!
sea increase the amount of rain. A like

for protecting the caravans of pilgrims who
ey cu

o B A {all kinds, and it was feared, that the pro-
visit Mecca from time to time. T'h 1

effoct is produced by the snow which in ress of the public and private works would

winter falls in Lebanon, and wmoderates | this payment a * gift," but it ought rather | 5o nocessarily in some degree arrested.
the heat and dryness of at least a part of he called « ““rent, s the Arabs dojrpy, from the gold diggings con-
the hot season of the year. not look upon it as in measure o gift | 1 o

tinue very favourable ; several new places

Thus, some yea | had been opened.

The care, moreover, which is taken in/from a superior, % Binkk

From Bendigo we learn

l.:la more Iu‘vm.lrul parts of ‘byn.l, w mhk.t.‘d»pn.huA“ as visited by th L ,cr\lulml“ml the number of persons trying their for-
the most of every spring of water, is very | of one of t s of t Bedoulng “*His| o o et thove digzings wasiamtbeinnrenss.
remarkable. As I looked at the cisterns, | cloak was i1 tatters, and his shoes, which | ot

| and their labours were attended with
3 Several new shafls have been sunk
Windmill Reefs. At the Victoria
eral claims have been lately sold
t high prices, and the whole line of ground
presents a most healthy appearance. One
ter | hrson lately crushed 90} ounces of gold

d of quartz. Serious riots
mong the miners at Bal-

which abound even on the borders of Leba- | had been once red, could no longer be said
non, and are intended to provide water for |to be of any particular wha
the mulberry trees, I was reminded of the |The pasha received this man with the
saying of Solomon, ** I made me pools of | most courtesy, offered him u pipe and coffve
water to water therewith the wood that {and referred him to his treasurer, that b
bringeth forth trees. " ( ii. 6) In! might receive the amonnt due to his

our well-watered countrics, we sometimes | in accordance with the contract which
have to complain of ill-disposed persons, | been made with him iu order to secure
enge, cut down and  destroy | friendsh i

colour

on the crown of the reef. There is a
good deal of speculation going on just now
in the purchase of claims and shares of
claims. - A few days ago, two of the bosses
s0ld, each, one fourth share of their respec-
tive claims, the former bagging the hand-
some sum of £900. These claims are
situated nearly opposite the Hit or Miss
Hotel, and both of them had been consider-
ably well worked. The bosses, on their
hld«_img farewell to the woolshed, gave
their workmen a grand supper at the above
hotel. A sufiicient sum has been collected
to erect a bridge over the gully near Seott’s
bakery without secking Government aid.
It is to be commenced immediately.”

Tue Gariey Staves' Revorr.—A dis-
turbance qccurred some days since among
the galley-slaves of Civita Vecchin, It ap-
pears, that the Government s them a

ratuity for their daily work, and
that this pay is continued even when there
is no work.” Lately, however, orders were
received from Rome only to pay for work
done. This led to seditious cries on the
purt of the prisoners, who refused to go to
mass on a Sunday, and ns the guolers en-
forced the regulation by the aid of the cane,
one of the prisuners resented the chastise-
ment by returning blow for blow. The
disturbance was quelled by the military,
and on the following day, seven of the cul-
prits received 25 strokes of the bastinado.

A letter from Brescia of the 1lth says:
—** Our province is infusted with brigands;
a band of forty miscreants spreads terror
among the peasantry. The chief of this
band is called Stringhini, and his band con-
sists of Hungarians and Poles, chiefly de~
el The other day. one of the richest
land-owners of Mantua, M. Pastore di Cas-
tiglione, was scized by these ruffians, and
:mtl to pay 8,000f. as the price of his
iberty.”

A terribleand fatal riot oceurred at
New Orleans on the 12th ult, ata ball
given by the Shamrock Society; a youmrg
man named Thomas Barry was killed,
and another named Alexander McDonnell
was wounded. An ultercation amongst
some men in the back part of the room
was the first evidence of what occurred,
at 2 o'clock ; immediately after, a general
fight ensued. At this time, the hall is

! , picks, bludg
were brought into
| play, and hundreds of men are said
|been seriously injured  The  retu
{the banks of Australia during the
{quarter of the present year are very satis-
factory, showing a steady progressive busi-
y A The deposits are increasing in
ready counted, irom_the table on which it i oy rutio than the Habilities of the
LA “n'll’:c;cu]lllllwhln the banks.

§ro.was in-

the trees which increase the value of the  noise was heard ; the
possessions of their cnemies. In the East, | room in great alarm, and informed the pahs
such men destroy the cisterns and fill up | that the negro had refused to accept p
the wells ; they know that the desolating | ment in small coins, aund insisted on receiv-
winds will soon complete the mischie ng the whole in gold ; and that on his at-
Thus Isaac suffered frome the hatred of his|tempting to explain the watter, he had
enemies. (Gen. xxvi.) Nothing changes|swept the money, which lay before him
in the East. The history of the Bible des-|
cribes events which occur in our times. | was placed with the sole of his boot.
The Arabs have varions laws respecting | pasha was frightencd.
the rights of property in wells, which are | vited tv sco him again scrved with apipe | The Ocens and Marray Aidvertiser says :
enforced extreme strictness. and coffee, was flattered and caressed : his | —=** In consequence of the success of vari
The plains of Damascus afford abundant | wrath abated, and at length he agreed, as| ous parties near M‘Donald’s Restaurant,
evidence of the fruitfulness of the land in |an ultimatum, to receive one-half of the at the One-mile, a large rush set into that
Syria, when it is well watered. If the two|amount in small coins, and the remainder | quarter. The rush commenced six days
streams, the Barada and the Awasch, were |in gold. The pasha did not regain his com- | ago, and since that time about hall a dozen
to fail, the plians of Damascus, now so fruit- | posure until the negro with his bag were | public houses have been erected and in-
ful, would be as barren as the desert, which | los! numerable branch stores and restaurants
stretches out beyond their borders. The have been opened. A few days
beauty of the environs of Dam: bhas M‘Donald’s house stood alone at the top of|
often been celebrated by poets. The town the hill, and there was not a tent to be seen
iteelf, with its narrow, filthy streets, and between that place and Spring Creek: there
the dull monotony of its mud-built houses, are now nearly two miles of closely packed
forms indeed a sad contrast to the surround- tents, stores, &c., and theso are mostly of a
i ill its two hun- substantial des n. The diggings ex-
ts, and the extensive tend over a very large ce. Something
commercein whichthey are engaged, show like a regular lead has been discovered
bow fertile the soil must be, and how great heading towards Madman’s Gully, and a
number of good patches have heen found

often said that the oppression of the
Tukrs ruin both the Christian and Jewish
population. There is some reason for this
complaint ; but we must also look at the ex-
tortions of the Bedouins, and to the usury
his practised by the Mohammedan,
Ch , and Jewish bankers, in order to
trace the evil to its source.
1t is not difficult to discover a remedy
for these evils. The Bedouins must be
confined to the deserts, properly so called.
Thus the settled population would be freed
from i le sufferi and the Bed-
ouins themselves would be compelled to
knowledge the authority of the Sultan,
for whom they seem at present to entertain
but little respect.

==

the natural advantages which they enjoy.
But D i

cus suffers from the Bedouins,

ion of the race course. A few holes here
and there a
are yielding half an ounce to the dish. A
party arrived in town yesterday, who re-
orted the dileonr!v of a rich quartz reef]|
ioh of the Buckl 4

on but
The evils which

“they inflict are i d e weak
of the Turkish authorities, who are unable
to restrain them, and by the practice of|

awsury, which causes so much misery in| Three battalions of infantry would be suffi- | in the h

this otherwise favoured country. cient, if d uted in different stations and |and about five miles from Reilly’s. Thi
‘The Arabs are not only guilty of stealing, | fortified places, to gard the entire length |new reef is alleged to be richer” than any

but they have a method of laying the coun-|of the river Jordan. The Bedouins have |other in the district. The reef is about

try people under contribution, which is even [no artillery or means for storming a fortifi- |two miles off the road, in a westerly direc-

worse than direct and open robbery. The|ed place.  Their troops are chiefly cavalry, |tion, and on the top of a range opposite

Bedouins talk a great deal about ‘* frater-
3" and they are not content with offer-

John's Flat.

The name of the discoverer

and could not attack such places with any
prospect of succes The Turkish troops

ago |is i

on both sides of the road, and in the direc- |

bottomed, and some of these |k

represented as particularly wild and ter-
rible, the men being mixed up in a gen-

¢ eral melee, or striving to preserve peace;

the ladies, some

aming some terrified

tland others bravely seeking their friends ;

knives glittering, and shouts of the com-
batants, made up a scene shocking to
behold.
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Wi have two reasons for directing our read-
ers’ attention to the advertisement of the City
Council for & correct survey and plan of C
lottetown ; one to show, that the Corporation

ined to carry out

ntifically, and
pros ingly; the other, to call the
attention of the govérnment to this sensible
move on the part of the City authori
ndeavor to persuade them to do the sam
respect to the wholo Island. The necessity
0 obvious a duty
every government ced no proof, but it is
more especially the part of those intrusted
with the affairs of a country whnll‘ dependent
upon agriculture for support. The necessity
F’ rrying the produce of the land either to
re it for being sent to m
o ness of produce in general,
requiring correspondent exertion, cause this
transportation to be  heavy tax on the farmer.
Much of the produce, as polatoes,turnips, &e.,
destined for & foreign market,
in many cases, several mil
tho place of shipment, it
firs 'mer, that he should
t facilities for so
ng.—a railway would answer his purpose
best, and next to that, & food ard, level road.

Tt is very problomatical whether he will ever
be able to avail himself of first mode of
transit, but as to ided with the

of
of

be
doi

ing this * fraternity,” they compel the poor
country people to accept it. If a man
builds a house or a stable, he may well

are now ol zed like European soldiers,
and would have but little to fear from the
Bedouins, who do not use any bayonets. | pectors of the vein, to an increased claim

b'hﬂ pro
second, there is no difficulty, if the government,
(which he is continuall

‘toiling to support
.and which could do nothivg without himy, wil



