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On Free Vote Basis

As prelude to 2 Commons debate
on the subject, it is expected that the
government White Paper on capital
punishment will be in the hands of
MPs this week. or by June 28 at
latest. This is a remarkable docu-
ment, about 100 pages in draft copy,
setting out the relevant statistics and
giving -the main arguments for and
against hanging. Justicer Minister
Favreau made historv when he took
the unprecedented course of showing
this government paper to representa-
tives of all five parties before having
it printed. so that there might be no
question of its impartiality.

According to a Financial Post re-
port,. the government has not yet
made up its mind how to have the !
issue presented to Parliament, and |
is consulting with the other parties {
as to the best method. It is anxious
to have a “‘free” vote, with the Whips
off. and without committing itself to
stand or fall by the outcome. In short,
it is not taking the responsibility.

But if actions speak louder than
words, there can be no doubt as to
its attitude. Under the Diefenbaker
government the number of execu-
tions in Canada declined to a hand-
ful. Under Pearson, so far, they have
come to a dead stop. No convicted
murderer has been put to death since
Dec. 11. 1962, when there was a
double hanging in Toronto. However,
it is said the government realizes
that while many Liberals favor
abolition there is a strong retention-
ist sentiment among Quebec MPs. On
the other hand. the movement of
opinion in other countries, especial-
ly Britain and the United States, is
likely to affect Canadian opinion and
the votes in Parliament.

The most likely procedure will be

~ for the government to give up time
for its own business while the public
bill of a private member favoring
abolition of the death penalty is de-
bated. That will commit nobody

image a less convincing defense of
the advertising tax. We are asked to
believe that a dangerous principle is

| safe because, for the moment, it is

Bmited. *© -
“The gun is loaded against for-

'~ eigners but. because it is loaded, no

government will dare to fire it at
anyone else. The repugnant means

' are justified by the desirable ends.
' In short. the citizen must arm the

|
|
|

state against the future freedom of |

his information but he can trust the

state when allchum an experience

teaches just the opposite lesson’
“The struggle for civil liberty

|

from the beginning has been noth- |
ing but an attempt, successful in

some places and a failure in others,
to curb the state’s invasion of private
life. By using its power to influence
the press the Canadian state would
invade the citizen’s source of infor-
mation. the essential ingredient of
any free society. It would invade

the nation’s mind.” :

Car Ferry Battle

In Britain the tough battle for the

' mfs'tom of more than a million car

drivers"%"ho want to motor in Europe
this vear is starting in earnest as

' new roll-on roll-off ferries swing into
| summer action in the English Chan-

nel. According to a London news
letter, it promises to be a no-holds

| barred fight between nationalized

services and free-enterprise operat-
ors, particularly on the 90-minute
crossings from Dover to Calais or

! Boulogne.

One organization is offering 15

‘shilling vouchers towards the cost of

politically. But it is felt that the in-
fluence of Pearson and Diefenbaker
could be decisive—if they came out
into the open with their views.

The Loaded Gun

The Winnipeg Free Press has
been fighting Liberal battles much
longer than the Pearson government
has. It is still fighting them when it
says that the Pearson government
“does not understand or else it delib-
erately misrepresents” the case
against the advertising tax that is
being railroaded through the House
of Comons. Every Liberal MP would
do well to ponder the implications of
the Winnipeg Liberal papers
reply to Finance Minister Gor-
don’s specious arguments on the sub-
ject. Here it is for the record:

“Once the state assumes the
right to interfere with the revenues
of the p it possesses a powerful
Jever which should never be trusted
to any government. If the state dis-
criminates today against one class
of advertising it can discriminate to-
morrow against others. A Parlia-
ment accepting this principle can
use it later on to punish its political
enemies and reward its friends. By
a process of polite and patriotic
interference the freedom of informa-
tion can be eroded. and with it the
freedom of the citizen.

“Following this s;{? ¢ principle
discriminatory taxes could in the
futare be imposed. for example. by
provincial governments against Eng-
lish or French ownership of news-
papers (or any other group or or-
ganization of citizens) in different

“To such warnings the Pearson
makes an extraordinary
and almost incredible reply. It says

car seat belts for those using its

| ferries. Another offers package deals

for campers, who can hire equipment
as they drive off at Calais. There is
a similar service for the growing

| army of British skiers seeking snowy

slopes in France, Switzerland, Aus-
tria, Italy and Germany. A third
group has begun blueprinting plans
for Hovercraft services for freight
and leisure.

It is estimated that the British
cross-channel ferry market is worth
the equivalent of $21 million a year,
and this is carved up between British

and French railways, with the Bel- |

gian State Marine sailing between
Dover and Ostend, and a Norwegian
company servicing tourists to La
Havre or Cherbourg. Investment this
year in the development of the trade
is already in the region of $22.4100
million, and it is reckoned that by
1970 more than a million cars a year
will be using the ‘cross-channel
ferries.

With all this capital being poured
into ferry services, one wonders what

has happened to the proposed Chan- |

nel Tunnel. Anyway, the ferry oper-
ators are not worried about this. The
fares which will have to be charged

through the tunnel, they say, will be |

far in excess of what operators are
charging at the moment—if the tun-
nel is to pay its way.

Which reminds us that at Ottawa
the government hasn’t yet got round
to deciding what to do about our
Causeway project—whether to build
it or leave it to private enterprise to

build on a toll-payment basis, or even |
whether it should or shouldn’t carry |

l

f

rails. Maybe the’re waiting for a lead
from the tunnel planners overseas!

Another Federal Inquiry
According to an Ottawa report,
the government is beginning a study
of the feasibility of changing Can-
ada’s weights and. measures to the
metric system. That will take some
doing. The metric system is based on

grams and meters that are reckoned |

in multiples or divisions of ten.

| Once adopted, however, the system
is said to be much simpler, and more

adaptable to the age of computers
than measuring in terms of inches

| and feet or weighing with pounds.

The department study will con-

| sider the views of all segments of

business, from the Canadian Manu-
facturers’ Association to traders in
the farmers’ markets across the
country. It is understood that the
changes, if they come, would have
to be gradual, and would probably
be extended over a period of ten
years.

Britain’s plans to begin a gradual
conversion to the metric system have
stimulated Canadian thinking on the
matter, and so has the prospect of
new markets over. the world” At

| present only about 3 per cent of

Canadian manufactured exports go to
countries using the metric system,

. but it is hoped to make the per-

centage much higher. A Canadian |
change-over might pave the way for |

. larger markets in several countries.

that since the advertising tax ap- |

pﬂudha-hninlﬁononlywm
ers, therefore the risk of its expan-
sion for other has been
- forestalled. It would be difficult to -

i

'

But the determining factor with
us may well be the United States. No
small part of the government survey
will be concerned with the attitude
of U.S. authorities.
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Our Yesterdays

(Fromz The Guardian Files)
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New Gout

Remedy

By Dr. Theodore R. Van Dellen '
Allopurinol; a new gout-rem-
edy, is effective, well- tolerated,
a~d side effects seldom occur.

uric acid is not prodiced.
What effect does this have on
gout?” Victims of this
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Romantic Tourists
Winnipeg Free Press :
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A. KENNEDY & Co. Ltd.
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DID YOU KNOW ... ..

That We Carry A Complete Line of
INTERNATIONAL

HOUSE PAINT

L 4
dm
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. Interior and Exterior . . .. Wholesale and Retail |

?
» We invite you to visit our newly renovated store at 32 Queen St |

[ In Addifion To Being Your Inferational Paint
| Centre For P.E.|. we also stock

go Marine Paints
" @ Rubber Boots, all {vnes
® Rubber clothing
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T
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§ @ Wire rope clips
% @ Marine hardware
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® Machine & Carriage Bolis
® Waste

DREIE 23 W WO We
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%32 Oueen St.
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We Invite You to Call In and Compare our Prices

NNEDY & Co. Ltd.

—Wholesole ond Retail —
Dial 294-3517

i &a

©® Wipers

® Yachting Supplies
@ Nets

® Twine

® Charts

® Flags

@ Brushes

® Tarps

® Canvas
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