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HISTORICAL SUMMARY
OF THE RUSSIAN WAR

FROM ITS COMMENCEMENT ‘TO THE PRESINT TIME

Omer Pacha had been diligently employed in or-

izing his wild troops since the carly part of
g;ly; and, with the aid._of.some.European officers
(chiefiy French), helongi i

ing to_the Artillery; *
neers, and other military

asses and denominations,
he soon saw himself at the head of an army in
which he could place eonfidence, and, which'pro-
vel itself .equal- 1o all the exigenees of the war.
Tie Tarks are patient and hardy in the field ;
their conrage—where they have not reason either
to distrnst orto_despise their own communder—is
raverhial, and has been provarhial frr'mare than
ar hundred years. But siuce they first brok
to Exarapa, many improvements ‘in the material in-
stram2ats of war have necessitated corresponding
changes in the tactics of an army,  Mahmoud, the
late Sultan, perceived this; and he determined to
ionize his military and to snb-
stimte the “Frank” weapns and the “Frank”
diszipline for the arms and system of his people.
Af e he had destroyed the Janissaries, and befure
he conld snpply their place. with his new troops,
came the last Russian invasion. How absurd it
wonld be to draw any eonclusion respecting the
comparative effiziency of Turkish and Russian sol-
diers, (rom the events of that war, may be perceived
at a glance. A regnlar Russian army encountering,
not a ragnlar Tarkish army, bt a rahble of armed
Turks. w'o haljust abwdoned their national mode
of battle and hal not acquired familivity with even
the rulimonts of the new system, caniot by its ex-
loits, give 1s any criterion” whatever by which to
Judze whether such an army of Russians onght, or
ought not, to defeat a pmp?ninnlnlely numerous

such a pmemdinmon their part), or they would re- |
treat to secure their snbsistence. To turn Omer |
Pachas position by their right, which would he the
furthest removed from their magazines and sup-
ports, and then, while his army lay unharmed and
conplete in their rear, to venture by a large circuit,
first towards the west, and subsequently south-
wards, would be to allow him to destroy them at
his leisure—which would probably be, before they
had arrived, starving, at the foot of the Balkans.

Having taken' these defensive precantions and
having collected a disposable body sufficient for his
purpose, he determined to divert the Russians from
passing the Danube, by passing it himself. His
sudden présence would compel the enemy to much
marghing and countermarching, perhaps even to a
great ion of ) perations not per-
formed without serious fatigue, or without disturb-
ing the combinations, and arresting the m re general
designs of the hostile commander. Besides all this,
he might inflict some direct and severe loss on the
enemy. But the great object, was, by a bold move-
ment, to animate and cheer his own troops, and to
dispel the delusion of Russian superiority.

The arrogance of Prince Gortschakoff favoured
Omer Pacha’s project, in two ways; first, to defeat
him afier he had med so high a tone, and after
‘he had spoken of nihilating the Pagans,” would
prodnce only the ter moral effect, if it conld be
done ; and secondly, that very arrogance and over-
security of the Prince and his Lieutenants, made it
more easy to be done. Omer Pacha's first move-
ments perplexed the Russians; and this effect,
whieh was certainly obtained, way excuse a rather
ton bold extension and projection oq{hlhnt elastic left

iy b :

desirable that it should not play over the d.sembark-
ing Turks—n aim which, if it can be avoided, is
too nice and ciitical for a chance-medley and hand-
to-hand enconnter, such as was certain fo ensue.
For this reason, the landing. point was chosen not
directly in front of the island, but lower down, and
to the right, so that the battery ioned should

had placed two thousand men on i
though they would hold both the hul::l,l:ln.;diil:
wise what lay between,

Nine days elapsed before the Russians ventiired
again to attack the Turkish redoubt between
nl_m:mn and (ke river. They were waiting for

effectnally protect the T'urkish left, by enfi'ading its
assailants. To protect the Turkish right, the largest
guns which Omer possessed were placed by him in
battery on the south shore still lower down. They
had to clear a range of 1200 yards. The Turks
thus protected, and at first only 2000 strong, crossed
one river, but landed from the waters of two. A
little stream, called the Argish, flowing from the
north, seems to refuse the Danube just asit is about
to fall into that great river, and, taking a short
parallel sweep to the east, then turns aguin to the
south for a few yards, and effects its confluence.
Here the Turks landed, and spreading somewhat
to the left, had, of course, on that flank and in
their rear the bending stream of the Argish. In
front of their left and of their centre, the ground
was full of copsewood—in front of their right it
was open. They had intrenched themselves by
ten o’clock in the morning of November 2d.

At eleven o'clock, a clond of Cossack skirmishers
attacked them, and were followed by four columns
of infantry and twenty cannon. Large masses of
cavalry immediately afterwards appeared against
the right of the Furks, the only part of the field
where horse conld mancenvre.  We ueed say no
more ; the nature of the position speaks for itself.
The Russinus could on that day collect but 8000
men, and these were with case repulsed ; for, thongh

wing which we have d y of
that - wing stretched westward far beyond the
junction-of the Alnta, and hovered menacingly
aronnd l.esser Wallachia: and, if Prince Gortscha-
kofl's issariat had allowed him to collect the

Tarkish force, well discip well equipped, and
well commanded.

Tae problem was soon to be solved in a manner
whier astonished all Enrope. Omer Pacha, hav-
ing daly rezeived notification that war was declared,
granted yet three weeks to all_nentral flags ta pass
t and fro on the Danube, and proclaimed that
this licence would terminate on the 25th of the
mouth then eurrent, October. Al Russian subjects
resident in Tarkey were placed under Austrian

Tae election of the monk Anthinos to
of G la--altboiin "Re

tho P P
had two competitors of the Russian party, who
would have given 60,000 piasters for the post—

mass of his troops against the centre of so long a
line (upwards of 200 miles). he might at once have
split it into two, and forced the Danube. But in
war, time is of as much importance as space ; and
Omer Pacha was perfectly well informed of the
state of the Russian preparations. Add to this that
the enemy's position was itsel( so straggling as to
make it less nnsafe and less strategically incorrect
to diffuse and scatter his own, in pursuance of any
objects then in view.© Accordingly, he proceeded to
seize an island far up to, the Danube, between

the T of the were but 3000,
that nmmber was sufticient, with the advantage of
their field works; aud there was the protection of
the river hatteries besides. Nextday the Russians
were in greater number, but the Turks had also

n reinforced and, the
intrenchments were stronger. Omer Pacha gained
a second victory, precisely like the first. Ou the
4th of November, the third and greatest attack was
made. The Russians were now 29,000 strong,
while Omer had flung into this venturesome and
forward outpost all the men he could spare, amount-
ing to 18,000,

A very and e
ensned. Fhere was, what even Frenchmen and
Englishmen would eall, real fighting. The Turk-

Widdin and K.lufnl,_ wherea strong body b

ish left was imp ble, and as it was both very

w© his_left wing _ fitmly.

shows the feeling which at this date, in
the capital. There was no necessity for our flcets
to remain where they unhappily did remain all
that year. The Russians were diligently nsing the
Black Sea as a highway for the movement of trops,
the re-arrangement of strategic posts, and the transit
provis , arms, and i For ex-
ample, 5000 Russian soldiers, whom the fleets
might have intercepted, were landed in October at
Redout Kaleh to succour the army of the Caucasus,
and to attack Batoum; and many operations which
have since entaile] severe fighting and great blood-
shel, in Asia as well as in Europe, were by our
supiueness and hesitation (for we could have para-
lysed in a moment all those movements) allowed to
ba guietly ished.  On the 1st M.
de la Cour was recalled. and General (now Mar-
shal) Baragnay d'Hilliers appointed Ambassador at
Coustantinople on the part ot the French Emperor.

DATTLE OF OLTENITZA.

Tt was the next day (November 2d) that Omer
Pacha beguan to cross the Danube. He had hgen
ordered by the Turkish Government to break down
all the bridges. That this alone would have been
o very inadegqnate precaution, the finished soldier
who wanchur-d with: thie. protection of Turkey,
perfectly-well knew.. But it is very frequently pos-
sible to'do more towards defending a river on the
enemy's side of it than on your own—on the far-
ther, in fact, than on the er bank. A long line
of river cannot, with equal- forces, be so gnarded as
to hinder the enemy from somewhere crossing it in
strength ; bat, firstly, snch a position may be taken
as to place him at a disadvantage when he does
crass ; and, sacondly, the defender of the river may
himself cross, and strike a heavy blow against the
enemy - in: som>; nugnarded and valnerable point,
and theu return, to watch: for ‘anothier chance.
Omer Pacha adopted both these plaus. Estahlishing
securely his communications. with the sea throngh
Varna, and rendering Schumla, at the distance of
thirty, miles inland; impregnable, he collected. snch
aforce of infautry and artillery around and within
casy reach of that powerful basis, that by always
refusing, as military men say, the right wing of Lis
position, and throwiug. theileft forward, which .t
will be seen he did throughout, he was sure,. al the
very.deast, of fulfilling his trust and of defending
the remainder of Turkey effectnally. For of two
things, one—either the troops thus thrown diagon

ally forward and oltward, from his left hand would
succeed in
was wdl;
to retire.

defeating the Russians, in which caso all
or the more-advauced wing would have
Inithis case: it ‘was d agonally*drawn
had been thrown forward, gaiming more
trength as the Russians retuined less and
proached the powerlul basis of the
, the fight flank resting on Schumla,
and  the sen. (Now either the Russians

arna, ¢
Id, in that ition, fighta general battle (and
S, Fosbh, Skl ot 0o s pied by

-

ot

-not have kept it forhalf an hour agaivst the Turk-

it with

Prince Gor could mot conceive what was
intended. He adjourned for the moment his own
pssage of the Dunube, and even took measures to
protect his right from being turned, and a disaster
incurred in Lesser Wallachia. ‘Taking some troops,
he, on the 1st November, hurried to Slatina on the
Aluta. and suspended or altered all the plans of his
campaign. Omer Pacha, tranguil and firm, saw
that amongst other things, the effects of a diversion
were produced. Since the 19th of October he had
busily but secretly collected 200 gun-boats at
Rutschiik, and with these he flung two or three
thousand men across, who intrenched themselves
near Giurgevo. While the Russians were assem-
bling to storm: this pesition, which was certain to
cost them a greater loss than they could inflict, the
sword of Omer had bat dazzled their eyes. Every
push told indeed, but the first few passes were
only the bewildering play of a good weapon in a
fiem and skilful-hand, and were intended to secure
the opening for a more fatal thrust driven howmne
with greater vigour.

On  the 2d of November, and on the 3rd and
4th, he forced his passage fifteen miles lower down
from "T'urkutia to Oltenitza, with 13,000 mep. The
Russians were numerically much stronger.  Bu:
they had ‘been, in part, perplexed respecting the
designs, and even respecting the presence of the
Turkish Generalissimo; in part, they were out-
manceuvred during the actual operations, and in
part they. were beaten fairly on the field. The
T'urks forced the passage with artillery, held it
manfully by the bayonet, and then secured i
spade and pickaxe.  The conflict lasted, omit
the intervals which interrupted it, for three-and-
twenty hours ; and will ever be memorable under
the name of the Batde. of Oltenitza. It was at the
very time during which it was contested that
Nicholas was exclaiming in his distant capital,
“ wow confundar in: @ternum.”

The combat, and the manner of it, deserve a
special description. At Turtukai, or just below it.
the Danube is about 1200 yards across ; but there is.
an island between the two shores, which island is
600 yards distant from the south, and 200 yards
distantfrom the north bank. Now, as the Russian
margin of the river descends almost to the waler's
edge, whereas the Turkish shore rises to the im-
mense height.of 600 feet, it is quite evident, that the
Russians, had.they even occupied thatisland, conld

ish arfillery from the opposite eminence. But they
attempted nof to occupy d Omer Pacha, taking

perfect security and sensible advantage,
planted thereon a strong battery; for the island,
though commanded by the south shore, commands
the north, and cotmands it irre-imb?. All these
operations of Omer were managed with the caln-
ness and precision of an able of chess; and
the step we have just described was the first im-
‘portant move. As it was of decisive.value to put

&, and had in front of it covered ground and
brushwuod, where the enemy lay, the carnage was
was heré not great. Put on the Turkish right,
which was assailed over an open and level space, a
fearful slaughter ensued. The Russian infantry
tried to stormn this side. When first advancing.
they were mowed down in whole companies by the
Turkish artillery from the south bauk; on their
nearer approach. the fire of the Turkish musketry,
and even pistol shots, discharged from behind a
cover which forbade any effective retaliation, con-
tinued to shake their array and thin their ranks.
But *they would not be refused.” ‘They reached
(in some disorder, it is true, and much weakened,
but still they reached) the foot of the earth-works.
At this time the, Osmanlis had hardly lost a man
since morning. A sudden shout arose among them,

. The séason was now growing
late; buras rapidly a rigours would allow, large
reinforcements wcre poured fromr Bessarabia into
the Principalitics. -These were not the reinforce-
ments to which we allude, and which the Russians
at Oltenitza were awaiting; they expected strategic
succonrs rather, which they could command by ile
recall of their scattered divisions, and the reparation
of Prince Gortschakof’s mistakes. On the Lath,
|!.oy again attacked ‘the stubtorn intrencl ments.
General Engelhardt had arrived with the rescrves.
They were repulsed with loss. They then,en-
deavonred to mask the position; and, by getling
possession of the island {or even an hour, to foree *
this ont-garrison, on their own bank, to lay down
its arms. Al these attempts were unsuccessful ;
and, on the 14th of November, they were even
forced to look more 1o defence and less to. attack;
for, on that day, the Turks hadthe spirit and strength
1o make an outburst; and, having fallen n
Oltenitza itself, and ravaged its suburbs, retired
without loss. O the 6th, Omer Pacha establish:ed
a bridge between the south shore and the island. of
Mokan or Mokannon, higher np the Danube, not
faf from Giurgevo; and, about the same time, he
withdrew the troops which were in position on tlie
farther bauk in front of Turtukai, and un
Oltenitza; and thongh retaining also th
Ramadan, he was obliged to concentrate
rather more, in ke face of the ever-increasing
tumbers of the enemy.

A GENERAL SURVEY.

This was the true sitnation of affairs when an
absurd rumour, which arrived on the 17th No-
vember, threw London and all England into com-
molion, after having terrified Vienna and excited
the Continent. It was reported that, by a series of
most brilliant victories—the details of which were
at present wanting, but likely to_come by the next
mail—the ‘Purks had driven the Russiaus with
great carnage beyond Bucharest, which was on fire
“in three places” ‘F'he circumstantial appearance
of this statemsent reflects credit on the judgment of
its inventors—who had doubtless their “motives for
paltering so shamefully with the public ety.
Similar fabrications, such as that the Turks had
advaneed towards Krajova, offering a battle whicl
General Fishback declined, sustained the wonder of
distant cities, while the Turks were very prudently
drawing more together, and evacuating Olteniiza,
Giurgevo, and Kalarsch. In reality, Omer Pacha
was reducing the length of his line; but he took care
both to conceal the movement, and to sirike what-
ever blows fortune permitted. He still held Kalafat,
while, at a distance of nearely three hundred miles
from that pesition by the convex road which he
was obliged to use (though at a much shorter
distance through Wallachia), he gave the Russians
a severe check at Matchin, in the north of the
Dobrudscha, facing Brailow. The enemy hegan
to respect a man, 1o witom they ascribed the endow-
ment of ubiquity. Ubiquity, Lowever, is not trune

they leaped over their own and
charged the astonished, decimated, and already
balf-broken assailants with the bayouet, routing
them completely. The movement could not extend
far, on account of the Russian cavalry, which pro-
hibited all pursuit. In many respects, it was a very
peculiar coutest ; and we can account for the smali-
ness cf the nmmber slain, on the side of the Turks.
It is stated to have been under twenty. The Rus-
sians lost a thousand men. Omer Pacha all this
time, showed the temperament of a Turk, instcad
of that of a German, which he is. He is an Aus-
trian of the name of Latlas, a soldier of fortune,
who has become a great General, and has secured
to himself already, a considerable piace in history,
During the engagement, he remained on his own
side of the river. He had taken every measure in
his power. He had doue what he could do to
ensure victory ; and he now  watched the varying
phases of the action, while smoking his pipe. ~ He
was quietly seated on the high ground, with a
celebrated stranger, who was present through
motives of professional curiosity—Geueral Prim,
the Spaniard. They gazed on the scene throngh
telescopes, seated with their feet comfortably stretch-
ed towards a large wood fire. They saw the test
fight of an army hitherto uutried, aud they saw its
victory.

Our endeavour has been so to describe the
operations of _this memorable day that' a civilian
might understand them.  We wish our readers also
to apreciate withdiscrimination the abilities of Omer
Pacha. Hismilitary genius is solid, rather than
dazzling.

After this event, the Turkish position seemed to
be, for some time, that of assailants, much more
than of men actiug on the defensive. They occupied
both sides of the T nbe, in the important
places. We have seen how they stood at Turtukai
and Oltenitza. These Turks were but part of the
same division which held Rustchuk and - Ginrgevo,
and were led by Omer in person. Sistova, Nicopolis,
and Rahova were also in their hands. They had.
under the commmand of Ismail Pacha, crossed the
river at Widdin, and not only hed seized Kalafat,

‘i tse this battery on the island, so it was equally

but had eatored Kalarasch with 5000 men, They

4 ip: and the quity of

impossible to tle Russiaus to guess where tliey
should meet him next,—this, with what might
result from rapidity of movement was the only
ubiquity to which Omer Pacha aspired.

The Ruesians imagined that they bad built a

house, where they indeed had but pitched a tent; and,
as if they were permanently fixed in the Principali-
ties, Generul Budbergh was now nominated by the
Czur, President of the Civil Administration of Mol-
davia. The appointment was worth one year's pur-
chase.
A little incident occurred on the 17th, in which
we think we recognise Russian ugency ; we alludé to
the reconciliation, at Frohsdorf, between “ Heury the
Fifth” on the one and (in the name of the
whole Orleans fumi me Duc de Nemours, on the
other. The reconciliation took pluce seven years too
late. We doubt, if it could ever have prevented the
reign of Napoleon 1L ; but certainly it has not
shuken his throne.

For a fortnight nothing of importance happened ;
though it is worth while to mention, that the Rus-
sian war-ship, Viadimir, whose daring and ekilful
sally ufterwards from Sebastopol (when we supposed
that port to be securely bLlockaded by the Anglo-
Fremﬁn squadrons) extorted the admiration of Europe;
that same ship Viadimir on the 20th November,
1853, spread terror along the Bulgarian coast, where
she captured and carried away a Turkish pepper
vessel and un Egyptian war-steamer of ten guns.
—_—

RomrrninG STraxcr.—Half the evil in this world
comes from peo) le not knowing what do like, not
deliberately setting themsel find what they
really enjoy.  All people enjoy firing sva money, fir
instance, they don't know thal~they rnther think
they like keeping it; and they do kvep it under this folse
impression, often to their great discomfort,  Every.
body likes to do good, but nct one in n hundred finds
this ont.  Mulritudes think they ' like |nbuil;£vﬂ.
man ever really enjoyed evil since God made the
world,

Swenringi—He who swears tells us that his 'bire

word is not 10 be oredi -y
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