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THE SITUATIEGN.

ABLY REVIEWED BY SENATOR FERGU-
SON.

Overvhelming Arralgment of the Govern |

ment
————

(Continued from Hansard.)

much of the
discussing this
tariff and the
I have been re-

I have
time of thus

taken up 8O
House in

yreferenc a clause of the
kgrglr questiions to which

ferring, that I will hawe to restrict the
remarks that I otherwise wculd teel
inclined to make on aM)U"(‘I that is
engaging the attention of the people of

Canada jast now to a greater degree than

any other question—I refer to
the Yukon Railwav contract
which s on the table of the
uull-e‘, al ! & bill for '.\'m»'h I8 pow b‘-““-;

considered in another place. My hon.
friend, the Seeretary of Siate, in defend.ng
the government reference to this
matier, put up a very alarming and erron-
eous emergency plea for them. He said
11 extenuat oo of the ex'raordinasy dearth
of information in the mind of the Minister
of Ra | the bill f
and for the exiraerdinary lack of argumeant }
of bis colleagues, and for the weakness of
the bargain which was appareat to almost
everybody, that they were in the preecence
of a great eme When parliament
ro<e last year nobody, said tue bon. gentle~
man, bad any concep ion of such a great
development a9 has ¢ccured in that ex.
{ren.e northern part of our country. No
cne anticinated such a rush of people to

the }\'I\m\i Ke, at d therefore we have been i
all taken by rurprise, and it wa~ necessary

to foeomething (o meet the emergency, We
Lzd te do the beet we conld. That 18 the

sulsiance of my hon. friend’s plea, if I

must give the hon. gentlman credit by

trying it was the very beat plea be could

prut before the House for this contract,

But if we oaly look a littie into the matter

we will fud that this plea was not as good

as the hon. gentlexan appcared to think

it was. [ have ia my band reports of Mr.

Ogilvie, the goveranment surseyor, who

had been in that ccuntry for 8o long a time,

I have those reports and I will read some

extracts from them which have been in

ihe possession of the government for a

kﬂ‘ iiine,

Hon. Mr. Scott—-How long ?

Hon. Mr. Ferguson—I submit that
however mueh bou. gentleman in this
Youse who were not in the secrets of the
government may bave been taken by
surprice, and many of them may have had |
substantial reasons for not knowirg that a!
s st development was taking place!
there—the government could not put up
that claim. They, at least, knew the
ext:aordinary circumstances developing
thete, On the € h of Decsmber, 1896,
Mr. Ogilvle made his first report to the
government with regard to the discoveries
of gold in the Klonlike. That is more
thab a year and a-hslf ago.

Hon Mr. Scott=When was it received ?

Hoa. Mr. Fergusou—The hon. gentle-
tlemen can tell that; I cannot,

Hon. Mr, Scolt—[ don’t think it was re-
ceived for nearly a year afterwarda.

wilh

vauen he introduced

NAavs

gency.

[ am very much pleased to be ahle to
inform you that a most important discov~
erv of gold has been made oa a creek
colled Bonanza Creek, an aflluent of the

above the site of Fort Reliance

“[he discovery was made by G. W, Cor-
mack, who worked with me in
the cosst range. The indications are that
it is very rich,indeed the richest yet found,
and as tar a8 work has been carried on igg
reslizes expectations, It is only two week®
since it was known, and already ajout 200
cla'ms have been staked ou it and the
creck is not yet exhausted;it and its
branches are considered good for 300 or
400 claims. Besides there are two other
creeks above it which it is confidently
expected will yield good pay, and if they
do so we bhave from 880 to 1,000 claims on
this river which will require over 2,000

men for heir proper working. Betweea
Thron~Diuck River and Stewart River a

Jarge creex called Indian Creek flows into
the Yukoun and rich prospects have been
found on it, and no doubt it ie in the gold
bearing countrv between Throo-Piuck and
and Btewart Rivers, which is considered by
all the old miners the beat and most exten~
sive gold country yet found. Scores of
them would prospect it but for the fact
that they cannot get proviaions up there
aod it is too far to boat them up from here
in small boats.

“This new find will necessitate an up-
ward stepon the Yukon, and help the
Stewart River region.

#News has juss arrived Bonanza Creek
that three men worked $75 in four hours
the other day, and a $12 ougget has been
found, which assures the character of the
ground, namely, ooarse gold and plenty of
it, a8 three times this can be done with
eluice boxes. You ean fancy the exite-
ment here. It is claimed that from £100

to $500 per day can bes made off the
gronnd that has been prospected so far,
As we have about 100 claims on Glacier

and Miller Creeke, with three or four
hundred in this vicinity, next year it is
imperative that a man be sent in here to
look after these claims and all land mat-
tera, and it is almost imperative that the
agent be a surveyor. Aliready on Bonauza
Creek they are disputing about the size of
claims,

“] would have gooe up and Jaid
out the cleims properly, but it would
take me ten or twelve days to do

€0, and meantime my presence might be
more urgently required e!sewhere.

From the formation I have mentioned
it will be seen that this corner of the
Northwest ie not going to be the least
important part of it, more especially when
we consider the fact that gold bearing
quartz has been found im it at numerous
places, and much will no doubt be worked
It is apparent that the revenue and busi-
ness of the country will more than offset
the expense of administration.

This letter was writtem on the 6th Sep
tember, Oa the 6th of November it was
supplemeunted by snother letter from Mr.
Ogilvie. This was in 1895, and after
giving very full descriptions he says: —

“From all this we may, infer that we
have here a district which will give 1,080
claims of 500 feet in length each. Now,
1,000 such claims will require at least
3,000 men to work them properly, and as
wages for working iu the mines are from

flon. Mr. Ferguson—It was certainly
net received in the course of the week or
the month in which it was written,

Hon, Mr. Scoit-—It would take six
mon'hs

tion, Mr, Fergusoa—Making all reason -
able allowances for the tune that it would
tuke that report to reach Ottawa, I think
the hon. gentlemen will have to acknow-
ledge that there was full and ample io
tormation in the hands of tue government
early enough for action to be taken, and
not this precipitate astion as Jate as about
the beginuing of thie year. Mr, Ogilvie
rep ires

The
iidneus

are the seat or the starting point of
many maladies, all of them serious,
all more or less painful, and all of
them tending, unless cured, to a
fatal end. No organs of the body
are more delicate or more sensitive
than the kidneys. When symp-
toms of disease appear in them not
a moment is to be lost if health is
to be restored. The best way to
treat the kidneys is through the
blood, cleansing it from the poison-
ous matter which is usually at the
bottom of kidney complaints. For
this purpose there is no remedy
equal to

" Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla

#For many years [ have beon 8 constant
eref from kidney trouble, and have
4ried a mmber of largely advertised kidne
cutes without benefit. At last a friend ads
yised me to try Ayer'sBarsaparilla. The
e of sight b{):(;les of lt‘his remedy entirely
<lted malady.”~MARY MILLER,
Hancock Street, Brooklyn, N. 7.
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eight to ten dollars per day withont board
we have every reason 10 asstme that this
part of our territory will in & year or two
coutain 10,000 soals at least.”

“They were without information were they?

“For the news has gone out to the coast
and an nopprecedented intluxis expected
next spring. And this is npot all, for s
‘arge ereek, called Indian Creek, joins the
Yukon about midway between Thron-
Dinck and Stewart Rivers, and all along
this creek good pay has been found. All
that bas stond in the way of working it
heretofore has baen the scarcity of provi-
sions and the difficulty of getting them up
there eyen when here. Indian Creek 18
quite a large stream and it is probable it
will yield five or six bundred claims.
Further south yet lies the head of several
brasches of Stewart River on which some
prospectivg hae been done this summer
and good indications found, but the want
of provisions prevented develspment.

Now gold has been fourd in several of
the etreams joining Peliy Ruver, aud also

all along the Hootalinqua. 1o the line
of these finds farther south is the Casgiar
gold field in British Colnmbia ; 8o the
presumptior is  that wehave in our
territory along the easterly water shed
of the Yukon a gold bearing belt of
indefinite widtb, and upwards of 300
miles long, exclusive of the British
Columbia part of it. On the westerly
side of the Yukon pro¢pecting has been
done on a creek a short distance above
Selkirk with a fair amount ot success, and
on a large creek rome 30 or 40 miles
below Selkirk fair prospects haya bzen
found; buat, as batore remarked, the
difficuity of getting srupplies here prevents
anv extensive or extended prospecting”

That letter was written on the 6th No
vember, 1896. It closes by raying: —

“Before closing I may say that every
report that comes in from Bonanzs Creek
encouraging than the last.
Prospecting has only begun, and up to
date of mailing, November 22nd, very
rich prospects have been found on the few
cluims prospected on : from one dollar to
the pan of dirt up to twelve dollars are
reported and no bed rock found yet. Thise
means from §1,000 to $12,000 per day per
man sluicing.

“The excitement is intense, but at this
season of the year it is very naturally very
local.,”

Then on the 9th December, he wrote
again: —

Since my last the prospects on Bonanza
Creek and tributaries are in
creasing in richness and extent, un
til now 1t is certain that millions will be
taken out of the district in the next few
years,

“On some of the ¢claims prospected the

18 more

river known bere as the Klondike* It|
is marked on the mape extant as Deer
River and jhins the Yokon a few miles

1887 on |

|

}

pay dirt is of great extent and rich. Oue
man told me yesterday that he washed out
a eingle pan of dirt on oneof 1he claims on
Bonanza aed fouad £1425 in it. Of
eourse that mav be su  exeeptionally rich
pan, but $5 to 7 per paa is the average on
the claim it is repor.ed, with five jeet of
pay dirt aud the width yet undetermined,
but it is known to be 30 feet; even at that
figure the resultat 9 to 10 pans to the cubic
foot, and 500 feet long: nearly $4,000,000
at $5 per pan—one-tourth of this would
be enormous.”

He ends up this letter by saying:

“The miners here are, 1 understaud,
getting up a petitiou to the Minister asking
for aid, in opening 8 way from “the south
and building along it sheliter for winter
travellers, with suitable supplies scattered
along.”

Here was a demand for a right of way,
for access to get in snd out of this country
and this was written as early as the 9ih
December, 1896.

“As it is now,a winter trip out from here
i8 on account of the long haul and want of
ahelter tedious and hazardeus, and their
representatious are worthy of consideration

Then, writing from Cudaby under date
of the 11th January, 1897, he says:

“The reports from the Thron-Dinck
region are still very encouraging; 8o much
80 that all the other creeks around are
practically abandoued, especially those on
the bead of Forty Mile in American terri-
tory; and nearly one bundred men made
their way up from Circle City many of
them hauling their sleds themselves.
Those who cannoot get claims are buying
in on thoss already located. Men cannot
be got to work for love or money, aud
development is conzequently slow; cne and
a half dollar per bout is iue wages paid
the few men whko haveto work for hire,
and work a8 many hours as they like.
Some of the claims are #o rich that every
night a few paus of dirt suffices tv pay the
hired help when there is any; as high as
$204 has been reported in a single pao, but
this 18 not generally credited. Claim
owners are now very reticent about what
thev get, so you can hardiy credit any
thing you bear; but one thing 18 certain
we have oue of the richest mining areas
ever found, with a fair prospect that we
have not yet discoxered 1ts limits,”

Hea. Sir MacKenzie Bowell—From

where did hs write ?
Hoo. Mr. Fergusou—Cudahy. He says
that as much as $204 was taken out in a
single pan, and he speaks of Miller and
Glacier Creeks as follows :

“Mil e-and Glicier Creeke on the head of
S'x'y Mile River, which my survey ot the
1418t meridian ectermived (o be in Cavada,
were thought to be very rich, but they are
peor both in quality and quantity com-
psred wita Thron-Diuck,

Chicken Creek on the head of Forty
Mile, in A'aska, discovered a year ago and
rated very high, is today prec‘ically
abandoned.”

The lagt letter was dated 23rd January,
1897. My lon. friend the Secretary of
State acks “but when were these letters
received 27 Now, he must know the date
when they were received, but I do not.
[ think we have pretty good evidence that
they were received pretty early in the
spring of 1897,

Hon. Mr. Scott—Oh, no. I aseure, the
bon. gentlemen they were not. I know
there were four or five months we did not
hear from Mr. Ogilyie.

Hou. Mr, Ferguson—That would allow
four or five months from September when
the first announcement was made, I was
allowing seven or eight months.

Hon. Mr. Scott—Itv was certainly long
after parliament rose Jast summer. We
did not know anything about it uantil aftes
parliament rose,

Hon. Mr. Ferguson—My hon. friend
will bave 1o recede from that statement in
a few minutes,

Hon. Mr. Scott—We had geoeral re-
ports but no specific information.

Hou. Mr. Fergnson—Oo the 21st May
the goverument made their famous miniag
regulations which I bo'd in my hand
establishing the royalty of ten per cent.
Does mv hon. friend tell his House that he
would fix these royalties at ten per cent
without the information I have read?
Oa the 21st May the government had this
intormation, They must bave had it.
Even though it wonld iake fouror five
months on the way they must have had it
some time before that. They were not co
expeditious in moving as 1they would wich
us to iufer, The probability is they had
three or four months notice and proceeded
very tardily 10 mukiog the mining regula-
tions and only proceeded to make these l
regulatioss when they couid not help
themeelyes, But we know this that ow
the 21st May they had made these amended
reguloiions which I have in my hand,these
extraordinary regulations establishing and
collecting a ten per cent reyalty on tnese
mines, and sarely my hon. friend will not

c attempt to tell this House that they made (l

these regulations without having tae in-
formatioa I have read to the House estab

lishing the wonderful richuess of
the mines of that country? Now
the emergency plea which my bon. friend
the Secretary of State offered this House
the other day for this extraordinary con

tract will not hold water at all. Thereis
ro foundation for it. They had all this
tnformation long before parliament roee
Jast year, and what did they do? They

world was talking Klondike long before
the House rose in June or July last, and
people were moving from almost every
part of the habitable world in that direc-
tion, and yet the government were obli~
vious of all this, and, inctesd of attending
to their duty they weat up and down in
the conntry and out of the country
junketting eart and wert, revelling, and
having a good time, and did not awake to
the importance of this great question until
a few weeksugo, and then they spring this
extravagant, extraordinary bargain which
they propose to make with Mackenzie and
Manp, and they come to the House in the
person of mv hon. friend, the 8ecretary of
State, and eay it is a greal emergency.
“We found ourselves confronted with a
great emergency and we have to do the
very best we esn.” In discussing this
question ia the House hou. gentlemen
appear to huve placed particular stress,
particular reliance, upon what we would
call whisepered arguments. They could
not give ua just such informstion as
would settle everything in our minds at
once; they had some valuable information
in their minds and poesession that they
could scarcely whisper themseives, but
if we only koew what they kuew, the
diplomatic reasons aud the diplomatic
forces that were at work, we would be
willing to swallow the contract as they
have swallowed it. Tha! is the burden of
the statement made by the two members
of the government o this Housa. I have
looked over the question as carefally as I
am able todo, and I must say that I entire~
ly concur with the observationa of =y hon.
frieod fiom Brandon, in reply to my hon.
friend the Jeasder of the House, when he
said he con'd see nothing subsrantial 1n
these whispered arguments which the

members of the government had
been giving in the Houee, with
with regard to  diplomatic diffi-

culties that surround this question. I
eannot imagine that there are any diploma-
tic troutles in the matter, but which are
on the face of it, which we all can see, and
which the people of the United States and
Canada are studying just as well as the
gentiemen in the government are sindy-

iog them at the present mowent, Itis
poseible there are some, but the man
whois looking on can see as far into

a millatone as the mwan who is picking it.
We have all the advantages possesed by the
hon. gentlemen opposite, or nearly all.
They may get sometimes a day or two
ahead of ue, but such ia the rapidity with
which news is carried that the publie will
soon overtake them on any such question
as this, The Hon. Becretary of State
spoke of the difficulty on account of this
strip of Uunited States, territory a‘ the
head of Lyvn Canal which interpoees be-
tween the open waters of the Lynn Canal
and British territory, and I asked the hoa.
gentlemau if he had applied for permission
to go over that strip with a railway,
and pe eaid, No, we have not. The tele~
grams from Warhirgton Jast Saturday say
that the United States govern-
m=nt have applied for permission to build
railways into cur territory aund that it has
been refused. This is the atatement
which comes from Washington. I can
therefore very well understand that if the
government have refused the Americans
permiseion to locate railways in our part
of that nor.hern country, the Ansericans
would naturally refuse 10 give us eimilar
facilities, I can very well nnderstand that
the wembers of the government having
refuse 1 such permiistion would not be very
lik#lv to go aund ask the United States for
permission in the same direct'on.

Hon Mr Bonlton—That only briugs into
promivence the fact that it isvota Cana-
dian route—not an a!lsCanadian route.

(To be Cont inued;)
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WOOD'S PIHOSPIIODINEL
The Great English Remedy.

Six Packages Giaranteed to

promptly and permanently

cure all forms of Nervous

W.akness, Emissions,Sperm-

:})-' atorrhea, Impotency and &l
\ effects of Abuse or Excesses
&;, R, Montal Werry, evcessive use

S S

i . of Tobacco, Opiumor Stimu
BEfOT(? and Afler. Ifn.’s, which soon lead to In
firmity, Insanity, Consumption and an early grave,
Has been prescribed over 85 yecrs in thousands of
cases; is the enly Reliable and Honest Medicine
xnown. Askdruggistfor Wood's Phosphodine; if
he offers some worthless medicine in place of this,
*aclose price in letter, and we will send by return
wnll. Price, one package, $1; six, §5, One will
ywBoe, 8ix wikl cure. Pamphlets free to any address,

Tre Wood Company,
Windsor, Oat., Canada.

30ld in Charlottetown by George E
Hughes, Druggist
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-
lee The only
e that will build

Baby up a weak cons-

" titution gradu-
Cl1ance ally but surely is
S P
Martin’s

¢ Cardinal Food

ia simple, scientific and highly

f\()'l

0990090000000 009900

delicate children and invalids.

passed these minieg regulations which
have been condemned and condemned very
properly all over the country—regulations
that they have been patching and changing
from time to time  ever &ginee.
They passed these regulations, and
that is absolutely about all they did until
within & very recent period. The whole

Hood’s

Btimulate the stomach,

rouse the liver, cure bilious- -
pess, headache, dizziness, l s
sour stomach, constipation,

etc. Price 25 cents. Sold by all druggis
Tbe only Pills to take with Hood’s Sarnpifu:

0900000050009 00000000629009

$ nutritive preparation for infants,
L4

KERRY WATSON A& CO., ProPRicTORS,
MONTREAL

$00000000000060000000060

TO BE LET

Brick dwelling house with 17 rooms,
hot water heating system. Pleasantly
situated on Poplar Terrace, Kent Street
East, Large stable and coach houses.
Also plenty yard room and a good garden.

Apply on premises or at F. W. L.
Moore’s office.

L 224

{

GFO. 8. MOGRE.
STEWART C. MOORE,
FRED W. .. MOORE,

Trustees Est, late F. W, Mcore.
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What!

Know that a good file
Like a Pretty Girl

Should have good teeth,and an even temper.

The Arcade Flile. ..

has both.

FENNEL & CHANDLER

Agent for P. E. Island.

t Ever

" e Nl

Occur to You

That the Sewing Machine in your own house would live
several years longer, make less noise and do much better
work, if it was thoroughly cleaned and adjusted. We have
a first class repair shop in our new premises, Connolly Build
ing, Queen Street, and an expert man who thoroughly unders
stands his business. All work fully warranted, or no pay.

08. |

Tue Prixce Epwarp Israxp Mustc Store

Connolly Building, Queen Street

Did

SEATE

HOCREY and
Cenuine Acme Club

D
Hockey Sticks at same discount.

at 20 per cent. off,

SIMOIY W CRAEBE

Walker & Corner STOVES &EARDWARE

WE HAVE THE
GOODS NOW

w ere right out of black and biue Worsteds. W

opening to-day one thousand dollars’ worth
black and blue worsteds, These goods have beo
entered under the new tariff, and are better valu
than anything we have ever placed before the public
Inspection solicited.

JOEN MACLEOD & CO

MERCHANT TAILORS.

e r———————
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Clear Them Out

BUT—and a great big BUT, it must be for cash.

S e Sl LeER Sm o

Our Hay Bale Ties, the best in the market, 10} feet,
gauge 14, at cost fcr spot cash, at the

CITY - HARDWARE - STORE

R. B. NORTOR & CO, LTD




