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6. Resorvep, That the House of Assembly have not!nevertheless to
sought an advance of money from the Imperial Revenue, to | fisheries. .
purchase the Lands® from the Proprietors, to enable the| ¥3. Resonven, That while the Proprietors are allowed to
Crown to sell or regrant the same to the Tenants ; but from | demand and Yecover Rent. for the Lands reserved for the
a desire to settle the Tenantry and occupants of Land. The \ Fisheries, or to dispose of them in fee simple, it operates as
House of Assembly passed a Bill for that purpose in the areward to the Proprietors®to defeat any Law being made
Session of 1839, which was rejected by Mnisters, on the |for thg regulation of the Fishery Reserves, or for the settle-
ground that it embraced the principle of Kscheat; and in|ment of%the inhabitants of this Colony ; and that therefore
the Sessions of 1840 and 1841, the House of Assembly pass- | it be respectfully submitted to the Government, that it is
ed another Bill, which went to revest the lands in the Crown, | necessary tlat the Goverqment should, without delay, insti-
and to settle the Tenants and occupants thereon, on their

" COLONIAL LEGISLATURE.

Imports for 1840—Invoiced value, Sterling, £140,000, and
4 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

which cxceeds the Exports by £78,000 Sterling, which
deficiency is believed to be nearly made up by the sale of
Vessels built in the Colony, and the value whereof is not
included in the Cnstom House statement of Exports, £140,000
On the above invoiced value,add 100 per cent. as
the price at which the Goods are sold in the Colony
in colonial currency, = =
Average of labour or commutation; paid for labour
on public Roads by inhabitants, ‘seven-sixths or

the original co‘nditions of being open to the

& Tuespay, April 12.
M Becx, framn the Committee of the whole House, on
2 e c;,nsideraﬁon of the State of the Colony, reported, ac-

cording 10 order, the Resolutions of the said Comumittee, £140,000

vizi— S = : .
1. RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of this Committee,
: see no reason to depart from any of the Resolu-

dat they : ; ) | ; ” 1S a eir | tute proc.eedmgs for the recowery of such Rents or purchase-| 9,000 individuals liable to labour, including Teams,  £3,350
R Jations, 88 0 the State of the Colony, passed in the Session | Paying the full price of Wilderness land, for such quantity | money from the Grantees, their Heirs and Assigns, as have | “Proportion of Land Assessment paid by farmers, £380
e 439, 1840, 1841, nor from any of the representations con- |as,they held under lease or occupation—which price, to- been received by them, and to order such regulations as| Salaries to Clergymen and Teachers, and annual
1 of ol o in the Addresses forwarded to the Colonial Secretary | gether with a Land Tax, was placed at the disposal o.” the shall make said Reserves available in future for the pur-|Repairs to Churches and Schools, and- voluntary
arg | o 8 the House of Commons in those years. Crown, to award to the respective Proprietors such portion | poses for which said lands were reserved. subscriptions to Bridges and Wharves = £7,500
9, Whereas Lord John Russell, Her Majesty’s Principal Se- pf the s.aid sum as Her M;ljesty might be ‘advised to grant 14. Rm:sotjvnv, ‘I'hat the Land Assessment imposed by an | - % s
fary of State for the Colonies, in a Daspatch to Sir Charles |in equity as the value of ths Grants, and for any expense or| Act passed ire 1837 for ten years, has been of no service " £291,130

loss the Proprietors might sustain. whatever, to induce the Proprietors to settle the present

7. Resonvep, That the Despatch laid before the House of'i Tenantry and occupants, or to settle the Wilderness land;
Assembly in 181, states, that the settlement of the Tenantry | but this Tax has released the Proprietors from the payment
must be treated as a public question ; and the Despatch laid | of a Quit Rent, and ofteh is an additional. burthen of Twbd
before the House this present Session, in reference to the [Shillings, per Hundred Acres, upon the Tenant and occu-
same question, concludes, that il offers no sound footing for | pant;and the Tax of Four Shillings, per Hundred Acres, upon

Shewing that the expenditure of the Colony, independent of
Rents, amounts to about 14 per cent. on the capital accumulated
chiefly by labour on the land, for the last Seventy years. And
tn regard to this expenditure your Committee have to remark,
*that though it may be thought the Colony could dispense with the
greater part of some of the articles 1mported, yet, that itis

'\, Fitz Roy, bearing date thg 25th June, 1841, contains a con-
Clusion 10 which He!: Majesty’s Government has come, in
rence to the question of' Kischeat, viz: that the original
ms of settlement were impracticable, and that any Escheat
he present day, on the ground of the failure to fulfil the
nditions in the original Grauts, would be unjust—which

ex« I o conclusion is in direct contradiction to the statements direct Legis!at‘ion, which vacillating Despatches are preju- | the [’mﬂprietprs, for Wild Lands, is but an advance of Eight- l;}ual_ly clear, "l‘je Coloniy reqmr?ssfallt‘ mo:ie c;‘; s(}){ne (:thesr ar%l[c;es
ent | made by the House of Assembly in 1797—to the admission dicial to the Colony, and operate on the hopes and fears of| pence, btgrlm,g, upen a Quit Rent of Two Shillings, Sterling, E(;‘lgr;lsit‘tgpgg‘fe’ ;is%.’ lomrle?nnfirka ﬂ-]:t“ thae Slll];nf'ltoreoi‘ Whe‘:;
far wontained in Lord Hobart’s Despatch in answer thereto; dated |2 Dumerous class of persons, who have improved the lands | per Hundvped Acres, which the Proprietors are bound to WS P R L [h;ee iR t%e consyumptxon of
nd 1 1802,—to the Act of the Legislature in 1803, passed as re- of this Colony, and stand in jeopardy of being deprived 8| pay—the Four Shillings, currency, being Two Shillings and every individual 4 and that your Committee believe the
0 commended by the said Despatch of 1302, the disallowance their improvements. eight-peneey” sterling. ‘quantity of wheaten flour exported from the outports, to be
v of which has never yet been satisfactorily accounted for—to 8. Resorvep, That whatever injustice may attend an Es-| 15.'ResoLvep, That the rejection by the Legislative |5 leastyequal to what is imported to Charlottetown. Whereas
Wy Y Resolutions of the House of Assembly in 1803 —to the pro- cheat at the present day, on the ground of the failure to ful-| Council of’the Bill passed by the House of Assembly, for the | e average consumption of Wheat in England appears by
rey | ceedings taken by Governmeut against Townships 15 and 55, ﬁl the conditions for settlement, proceeds from the vacilla- | paymentof One Hundred Pounds, Sterling, to the individual Colq'.lhounb, folio 416, to be from 4 to 8 bushels per head.

lish | 5 1816—to the Despatch of the Earl of Bathurst, with |ting Despatches received from time to time from the Secre- | whom tl!e’ssembly should ‘appoint as their Agent in Your Committee also submit, as indicative of the state of the
ing | the Prince Regent’s Proclamation of 1818, granting an taries ot State for the Colonies. A Despatch from Lord Great Britain,*for the purposes expressed in the preamble | Colony, that the Spanish Dollar, current in the adjoining Pro-
real | lndulgence to the Grantees and Proprietors for Ten H(_)b:wt, in the year 18(‘:)3, recommended _the nglslature ot. to the_sa[d I, is d:anymg to th.e Repre_ser_:tatives of'the‘peo- vinces at 5s.and 5s. 3d. of their currency, passes here at 6s. of"
o E ears from 1816, allowiug the Landsto be settled by tl‘ns [sland to pass a Bill for the .regulatmn of a Court of | ple Qf this L@lony the power ofappropn_'latmg, from the funds | this Island currency, ttfat their One Pound Notes pass p‘ere for
e " Biitish subjects in the same proportion as originally Escheat, which was passed accordingly, but afterwards sup- | received figm'the people, a sum which, thus applied, was Twenty-three Shillings ; that the British Shilling, which with

them varies from 1s. 1d.'to 1s. 3d., here passes for 1s. 6d.; and
that the temporary employment of agricaltural labourers, and

pressed, through some undue influence; and, in the year

likely«to be of the most material service to the people, and
1816, a Despatch from the Earl of Bathurst went to release

~ jotended, with Foreign Protestants—to the actual state : . 4 : A
is barring them from the means of employing an efficient in-

~ ofthe Population in several Townships at the expiration of

hed thesuid Indulzence in 1827—to the opinions of the Crown | the Grantees from the performance of the conditions of dividual to act for them in Great Britain, at the time when the-employment ot mechanics, would be much circumseribed,
i ; i B . heir Grants; i Hon g the P fth ; . : were they, in all instances, to retuse o take from their em-

er's £ Qfficers in 1832, taken by the then House of Assembly—to their Grants; am} when the Right Houorable Lord John |the Petitionof the House of Assembly is pending before the A oredies of e Souniry,apd (04088t forimpme!

hat o Ret of 1833, intituled /n Jct fo encourage the settiement Russel!, Her Majesty’s late Secretary of State for the Colo- House of _Co.lnm?ns, aftd when_tl_lose of whose procedure the P X};our Corglmiuee ) ,the et wof Mondted

nor and improvement of Lands in this Island, and to regulate the | 11€S: discourages all such legislation in this Islagd a%would people ofithig Cualbby corplain buve an organized systom appears to have doubled since the year 1827; but that, though

wag | ings of a Cowrt of Escheats therein, which Act was dis- settle the inhabitants, it becomes necessary to pra, Her Mawafid ageriey in Britain, actively engaged in counteracting the | i j¢ held by some as an argament of this Island offering

ift }é allowed, not because the terms of settlement were imprac- jesty to lay the unsettled state of this Colony befare the Im-{viewsand inturing t‘he interests of the people of this Colony. advantages superior to the neighbouring Colonies, your Com-
. erial Legislature, and recommend to their condfleration to| 16. Resonven, That it is the opinion of this Comumnittee, The number of Immi-

ticable, but because the said Act might fetter His Majesty in
the free exercise of His Royal Prerogative—to the reasons
given for passing the several Acts for tevying an Assessment

mittee cannot agree to the deduction. :
grants within that period bears a large proportion (o the total
Population in 1827, for in that year it was 23,000, and last year

that an humblé Address be prepared to Her Majesty, pray-

pass an enactment to authorise¢he Crown to appoint Com- | ¢
ing that oyt of the unappropriated funds now or hereafter

missioners from the Provin of New Brunswick and

mot § G all Lands—to the Report of the Earl of Durham to the | Nova Scotia—men whose expflience m the practice of st} 10 be paidtinto the Treasuty of this Island, arising from the |2,000 [mmigrants arrived; and laying aside this item of account,
heir B8 Imperial Parliament in 1839—to the admission in the Des- tling the land§ in those P®vigces wonld enable them S.ale of Crown Lands, ng Majesty will be graciously plqas- it may be observed, that some portions of the Brﬁmsh dominious,
pe- § patchof Lord Stanley, Lord Goderich;and Lord Glenelg, from make an appraisement; to find the original fee simple value ©d to allow the sum of Five Hundred Pounds to be sfiplicd, whichuggsre " e e ngm})erfsthir_om_ 't‘bmad’ lx)l?at;;ne
ling 1to 1840,—and to the published admission of Governors of the land in 1ts wilderness state ; andaalso the value there- | 12 addition to the sum at present granted by the Colonial |every year sending oat great numbers of their native pop y

and are,in spite of such drain, rapidly increasing in amount, are

of in its improved state ; and*®,settle the inhabitants in this | Legislature, in the purchase of a piece of ground for the

Panning, Smith, Ready, Young, Harvey and Fitz Roy—to
the practice pursued in the old Colonies, and in the neigh-

rin. s8] 8 ;

e bouring, and also stated to be pursued in the Australian Co-
dad onies—to Lord John Russell's own opinion at one time,
‘ lich he states to be, that the question at issue ¢ was a

ublic question, and as such must be treated”—and to evi-
ce taken by and within the knowledge of this House :

of erefore, the House of Assembly consider the said opini-
ied contained in Lord John Russell’s Despatch, of the 25th
ree me, to be singular, unsupported by evidence, and in di-
. opposition to the various statements and opinions above
"l mdered . A
- 3 Whereas itappears by a Despatch laid hefore this
1 ~ HoWte, dated Downing-street, 25th June, 1841, that the
uile 4 Right Honorable Lord John Russell, Her Majesty’s lite Prin-
my §° ﬁmmry of State {or the Cqlonies, is of opinion, * that
the ; “the original terms of settlement were impracticable, and

als. * %that any Eséheat a® the pregent day, on the ground of the
ch, “failur® to fulfil such conditions, would be pnjust:” Reg
o orven, That the House of Assembly have not desired an

; &chqatsolely on the grounds of the failure to fulfil the ori-
s e %’terms of settle ,but principally on aceaunt of the
ithe. b G fant Rents d d by the Proprietors, which 8b-
and mu&om and capital invested by the Tenant in the im-
N0« vement of the Land ; and it would be unjust to allow the
and - Proprietors to claim such property through their fuilure to
mid ~ fulfil their conditions. The true value of the Grants to
g ~ Which the Proprietors have any right in equity can be esti-
. L mated only when connerted with the apparent expense and
fod difficulty attending the performance of the original condi-
o - tions for settlement, and any delay of the Executive to en-
'the _ force the forfeiture of the Grants, when such conditions
rom | Werenot performed, or to release the Grantees from said con-

], at S ditions, and authorize them to introduce British Subjects

tual of Foreign Protestants, has given a new value and
vith Construction to the Grants—the amount of such enhanced
) is : hlm being in proportion to the prices or terms the res-
g mve Grﬂnt_ees or Proprietors have let or disposed of the
s to Immigrants, which new value is abstracted from the

| Oolony generally, but from British subjects individually ;
shed i ﬂ}da,Sthe land is let far above its value, the labour and ca-
the Pital in improving it becomes the property of the Proprietor,
party Wwhile, on the other hand, the non-settlement with Foreign
orse, | Protestants held out a fair prospect-to British subjects emi-

( gﬂﬂgto the Colonies that the lands would be revested in
e Crown, and that such Immigrants would be settled in

other Colonies.
_4 Resorvep, That the terms proposed by Mr. George
R»Y.oung were rejected unanimously by the House of As-

ent, or accepted by the People.

|55iﬂ- . 4

| the "HAnd N:v?_neret}s the said last Despatch recommends it
T8 6u\§r“tl:11']es‘¥1 s desire, that the Assembly and Council
I 8h n their attention to the improvement of the re-
si0U8 ‘sources, and the encouragement of the growing wealth of
san” Prince Edward Island, and leave to the gradual operation
otes ‘oftlme the settlement of a question which affords no sound

footing for direct Legislation:” Resolved, That where

s improvements.

, had to become Tenants,
t:mld'ﬁSh'for their subsistence ; and when the improve
(which is the growing wealth of Prince KEdward s

stry,
Jesty’s Government into disre pute,

tiie same manner as Government have settled them in the

sembly, as unworthy of being recommended by the Govern-

ic wrougs disturb the minds of a people, and thus re-
the prosperity of a Colony, it is the duty of the House
Assembly respectfully to represent it to Her Majesty, and
redress ; and the wrongs of this Colony may he briefly
as follows: The Land of this Island was let in its wii-
ess state to British subjects, without any improvement,
rent far above the interest of the fee-simple value of the
as stated in the 3d and 4th Resolations of 1839, and
of the 24th April, 1841, and many of the Teuanu"y are
in arrears for rent, which they are unable to pay,

h less to redeem their improvements at the Proprietors’
'ms by the purchase of the fee-simple. And the practice
h,‘-::fq:ng. the arrears of Rent to the fee-simple, and de-
\ding interest as rent, or taking the Tenant’s bond on in-

Le for such arrears, is most discouraging to the Tenant,
,‘e,’el'enders it utterly hopeless for the Tenant to derive any
lefit from hi The Grantees have also
_V&msed an ownership over the lands reserved in the
oWn for the Fisheries, and have let the same on rent, to-.
gether with the Township lands ; and Immigrants, on their
to procure a location where

) v‘:’l’:oﬂtshsumed by the Proprietors under such practices,
L e glll'adual _operation of time the settlement of a
gt Such vast importance to the happiness of the
nd the prosperity of the Colony, would discourage
render property insecure, and bring the justice of

deem it just to award to the Proprietors the fee simple va-
lue of the land in its wilderness state, or the interest thereof
as a rent, it appears equally just and reasonable that those
who have cleared and improved the land, and erected the
buildings thereon at their own cost and labour, should be
seécured in the value of their improvements.

9. Resovvep, That while the Law for revesting forfeited
Lands in the Crown is suspended in this Colony, and the
Law for the recovery of Rents for such lands is carried into
operation, giving the Proprietors of torfeited Grants an. un-
due claim to recover Rent, and also the improveinents made
upon those lands by persons who were to have been settled,
there is no expectation that such Proprietors will consent to
relinquish such claims, or submit to an equitable asranges
ment, asaecommended in the fpregding Regolulions; unless
the Government is prepa®d (in the event of the Proprietors’
refusal) to institute proceedings by a Court of ljlscheat, to
revest the forfeited Lands in the Crown, and settle the in-
habitants.  _ ial

10. Resorvep, That it is a subject of complaifit.amr this
Colony, that the Grantees or Proprietors of the Township
Lands have been suffered to exercise acts of ownership over
the Lands for the Fisheries, including them in their Leases
to the Tenants, or otherwise having disposed of the fee sim-
ple with the land in the rear thereof; and immigrants on
their arrival to settle in this Colony, had either to purchage
or to pay rent for such reservatiens, before they could obtain
a location where they could fish for their subsistence—
whereby the Grantees or Proprietors have obtained latge
sums of money, to the loss of the inhabitants and the Colony ;
whereas the late Lieutenant Governor, Sir Charles. A.
Fitz Roy, in the Session of 1839, by Message, laid before
the House of Assembly certain Despatches relating to the
Lands reserved for the Fisheries, setting forth that it was
the determination of Her Majesty’s Government to throw
open the Reserves to all British subjects engaging in the
Fisheries, and suggesting to the House of Assembly the pro-
priety of passing such Laws as might be necessary ¢for
“preventing improvident and injurious practices in carrying
“them on,” as recommended by Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

11'. ResoLvep, That the House of Assembly have, in the
Sessions of 1839, 1841, and 1842, passed Bills for the regu-
lation of the Reserves, to afford every facility for carrying
on the Fisheries; but as the persons located upon these
Resefvations had cleared and improved the same, and in
most cases have erected their Dwelling Houses and other
Buildings thereon, and have either purchased the fee simple
thereof; or paid Rents for such Reservations to the Proprie-
tors of the adjoining Townships, the House of Assembly
provided in their Bills that the persons who cleared the
land, or were entitled to the improvements, should be quiet-
ed in their possessions ; but the Council virtually rejected
the said Bills, by their amendments thereto—which amend-
ments went to exclude the fishermen, not only from all
Bays and Harbours, but also from parts of the Out-sea coast,
and to give the fee simple to the Proprietors of the Town-
ships in the rear of the Fishery Reserves.

12. ResonLvED, That every indulgence that has been given
to the Proprietors, from time to time, has been at the ex-
pense of the Tenantry ; that when the Imperial Government
reduced the:Quit Rents, at the desire of the Grantees, they
were increasing the Rent upon the Tenantry; and when
the Despatch from Earl Bathurst went to release the Gran-
tees from the settlement of their Grants with Foreign Pro-
testants, the Grantees, through such indulgeuce, imposed
terms of settlement upon British subjects far less favourable
than any settlement practised in the British Colonies; that
when the late Secretary of State for the Colonies declined
te authorise the appointment of a Court of Escheat, and
declared that it would be unjust to divest the Proprietors of
the Land, the Proprietors were and are thereby encouraged
to distress and deprive the Tenants of their improvements ;
and every indulgence given to the Proprietors emboldens
them still further to oppress the Tenants; that as the
House of Assembly knew that the Fishery Reserves were
the most desirable for the location of immigrants, for the con-
venience of fishing, and that such lands were the first
brought into cultivation, and, together with the fishery,
were the principal sources from which the Tenant could

Colony in such a manner, that while the Government may |Purposes of the eontemplated Lunatic Asylum; and. also

the sum of One hundred and fifty Pounds, to be applied in
opening the Georgetown Royalty Roads; and also the sum
of One hundred Pounds, to open ngw Roads throughout,
and in the improvemerit of the communications in Prince-
town and Royalty, :

17. Resonvep, Thgt while the main interests and re-
sources of this Istand depend on the number, industry and|
wealth of its agricultural population, so long will its prospe-

rity he retafded by any” public measure calculated to render | some Townships,
insec the titles t@ landed estates; to discourage the in-|acre, for 999 years.

cess and settl®ment of agricultural capitalists, or which may
ove to its wrous Tendntry an inducement to withhold

the paymemt of ¢ ieir rents, ustil their arrears accumulate to
a ruinous and iredeemable burthen—which public mea-
sures have been supported by the proprietary claimants and
their Abettors. 3 .
18. ResoLvep, That the following'Report of the Special
Committge be adopted, viz— - 2
Your Committee have respectfally to submit, that at this late
period of the Session, they have mnot been able to bestow that
ume which the nature of the subject .would require, in order
to state, in all particulars, exact amounts; that, after some days,
part ot the information which they aequired has not been fur-
nished, owing probably to the pressure of pther business in one
df the public Offices, and that, in some of it8bearings, the Com-
mittee could not ascertain, from any .authentic record at their
command, exact numbers or exact amounts. Under ‘these cir-
cumstances, the only couarse left open to your Committtee was to
decline reporting, or so to guard their statements as that when
exact information was unattainable, they shonld underrate any
sumber or amount which bore against the statements and argu-
ments of the Proprietary claimants, and should, at the same time,
overrate any number or amount which was in fayour of these
claimants. The documents as to arable freehold and leased land,
mills, farming stock and erop,Churches, Schools, and the number
of the male population liable to statute labour, are all taken from
the Census, so far as number, the values only having been affix-
ed by the Committee.

Property of the > Tornships of Prince Edward Island, by Census of
1841, exclusive of any value whaich may be put on the claims of the
Grantees of Townships and their Assigns, to demand rent.

Cleared, arable, fenced land in Townships,
135,000 Acres, at, for clearing and
fencing, per acre, £3 10s. = -

Houses, Barns, &c. of 7000 Farms, erected by
the farmers, at £109, - - -

177 Mills, at £200, - -

Roads Bridges and Wharves, - =

£472,000

700,000
34,000
106,000
£1,312,400
DMoveable Property.

9600 Horses, at £12, - £115,200
40,000 Cattle, at £4, - 160,000
70,000 Sheep, at 15s. & 52,500
33,000 Hogs, at 25s. - - - 41,250

Agricultaral Implements, and House-
hold Furnitare of 7000 families,at £40, 280,000
— 648,950
; 1,961,350

Grain for bread and sowing, &c., one half of what

is raised, and the same of potatoes, . - - 107,869

Independent of 3,000 tons of shipping, belonging to
individuals on the Townships, - - - 13,500

£2,082,719
Thence deduct as follows:—Of 10,000 Acres, held
by sundry proprietary claimants of Townships,
for their own Farms, with the same proportion
of stock and crop—these 10,000 heing 1-59 of
the whole land occupied—that is 1.59 of
£2,082,719, gives £35,297, and double this, as
the buildings and stock of these Farms are
much superior to the generality, .

Which deducted, leaves as total capital of the farm-
ing population, - - -
Public Buildings on the Townships, raised, with a few exceptions,
entirely by the farmers :
67 Churches, at £250, & = - :
100 School Houses, at £30 -

pay rént—which rent the Proprietors have received since
the first colonization of this Island—therefore, there could
be no injustice done to the Proprietors of the Township
Lands to pass a Law to quiet the Tenant in the possession
of such portion of the Reserves as he has cleared an

I brought into cultivation at his own cost and labour—subject

The above prices are on the supposition,
| stock are at the prices they would be.sold for in barter,
| rather over the cash prices ; and were any

)

generally thus paid.

£70,594
2,012,125

19,750

- 3,000
that the farming
and
quantity thrown
|into the market here, and cash payments required, the price
{ wonld fall very consilerably. The other values are estimat-
ied in produce, the work required in performing the same being

at the same time rather diminishing than ‘increasing in wealth.
The exact increase of population, from  births among the people
resident in this Island in 1827, appears from the Census to be
8,295, or 35 per cent. in fourteen years.
Rent. ¢
Of the land occupied, 300,000 Acres appear from the Census

to be under rent. This, on several Townships, is 1s. 6d. and 2s. 5

terling, on leases of 42 years—the lessee entering, not on houses
nd land cleared and fenced, but on wilderness wood-land. On
the earlier settlers obtained leases at 6d. per
In general, the Rent is One Shilling, Ster-
ling, per acre, per annum, and the duratior. 999 years; and the
yearly rent at this date may be calculated at £16,250 currency.

" Previous to 1830, no Law existed in the Colony compelling the
claimants of Townships to contribute to the expense of making
Roads through sach Townships. Since that ime, a Law was
passed compelling them to contribute to the formation (but not
to the maintenange) of sugh Roads as should thereafter be run
through the land claimed by them, in so far as a Jury should
find’that such land was increased in ¥elue by said Road; but if
deteriorated, then the Treasury had to pay the amount of such
deterioramon to the claimants of the land. Under this Law, which
was put into operation in 1833, verdicts have &een given against

\he claimants of land to the amounit*of - £2,929
and in their favour; as for damages, - - - 351
shewing the balance assessed on them to be—

(See Return by Prothonotary,) - - £2,578

of which there has been paid, up to the 5th April; 1842, £388, as
by search of Committee; stated by the Treasurer at £310.

Thus it appears that the total amount which the Proprietary
claimants, as such, have been assessed for Roads, since the
Colony received a Legislature, is only one half of what was last
year voted by the House of Assembly, in aid of Roads, Bridges,
and Wharves, and not more than one-fi{teenth of what has, by
vote of successive Houses of Assembly, been paid for similar
purposes since 1824, and not equivalent to one year of ‘the Sta-

have been paid—a sum not far exceeding the expense to which
the country has been put in summoning and paying Juries and
Witnesses, &e., to obtain the whole of the verdicts.

As to the sales of land by the claimants of Townships, to ac-
tnal cultivators, by the Census it would appear/that 239,000
Acros are held in freehold; but this was not all sold by these
claimants to the farmers, for two Townships, each of 20,000
Acres, were escheated by Governor Smith, and the greater part
of these has been granted, in tracts of from 500 to 100 Acres;
and much of what was thus granted is now held ‘in freehold by
farmers. Of 200,000 Acres which the Proprietary claimants
offered in 1782-3 to surrender to Loyalists, a quantity, estimated
at 25,000 Acres, is held by Loyalists or their Assigns. One
entire Township, No 3, was made over by one claimant to his
Creditors, and by them sold in lots of 900 Acres; and at different
times individual farmers have purchased small tracts of wilders
ness land at sales, for arrears of Quit Rent or Land Assessment,
due by the Townships. About 7,500 Acres of Glebe and School
Lands were sold, in lots not exceeding 130 Acres, and the moie-
the best information* your Committe can acquire) no claimants
ever appeared, as well as portions of other Townships, which
were for many years unclaimed, have been taken up by indi-
viduals who, by undisputed possession, for a series of years,
have acquired a legal right to the land, and thus may ‘be
reckoned amongst the freeholders—so that from the abave 239,
000 Acres, marked in the Census as held in  fee simple, a con-
siderable proportion has not been sold by the claimants of Town-
ships to the farmers thereof, and therefore the gradual operation
of time,” recommended by Lord John Russell, appears to your
Committee likely to extend to some centuries. As to the value
of the claim to the soil of the Island, maintained by the heirs
and assigns of the Grantees, about 1,300,000 Acres were grant:
ed. Of these, 239,000 are, as above mentioned, now held in fee
sunple; and this being deducted, leaves 1,061,000 Acres claimed
by these Grantees, partof which they have leased; bl‘)it n‘:e
greater part is unleased; and of both leased and.un:le:txfe s the
greater part, or at least nine-tenths, is not reclaimed lrom the
Staliﬁ)\(;ff: g:.u;)reer‘ acre, for wilderness land, may be taken as the
outside value thereof, and rather exceeds the average val_u‘e of
sales of Governnient land in New Branswick. and 5thxs gives the
value of this seignoral claim (if vahid), at _£2db5,2f 0.. s

i ¢ view of the matter, and referring to the
ao&kﬁ?gpﬂff}?:m in London, about 1807, by Captain John
Stewart, and to other accounts,it would appear, that the average
market ‘value of a claimsto one of the Townships of this Colony,
from 1769 to 1800, was about £600, which, for 67 Towzlgglggé

e . - S £33,

Woulfin{gerest on thatsum, - . - - £141,838

£175,15

And your Committee, making.every deduction, can-

not estimate the amount of prices received by the Pro-
prietary Claimants and their Agents, at less than

£50,000

tute Labour; and of this small Assessment, only £388 appear to

ties of Townships 45 and 52, for which moieties (according to '




