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Author William Manchester
Unlikely Controversy Figure

By HENRIETTA LEITH parents came east from

NEW YORK (AP)—Tall, slim City, Okla. ;
and scholarly-looking, William
Manchester, the protege of
Mencken, the favorite biogra-
pher of a president, has spent
most of his 44 years with his
nose buried in a book or writ-

SV 4 AT MRS £ B A NN e, (e e

:

;
;
E

:
it

ing one, 5 3 ar ~a
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"very infense,” almost a re- ————e = ﬂ!
cluse, he’s a most unlikely fi- maltre  In  the b“m S, ?j;.aj
cothes and then = 2t —i'.

gure to be the centre of a swirl-
ing controversy that has
aroused the deep personal feel-
ings of a former president’s
family and become a wcause
gelebre in the publishing world.

But Manchester, whom Mrs.
John F. Kennedy once trusted
enough to tell him  her faner-
most thoughts and feelings and
let him put them on tape, now
faces Mrs. Kennedy and be-
hind her the family of the late
president—actross a chasm filled
with lawyers, court papers and
angry statements. 3

Caught between the writer
and the angry widow, and more
immediately invelved in the
legal dispute, are a major pub-
lishing house and a national
magazine.

Both Harper and Row, who
plan to publish the book, . The
Death of A President, and Look
magazine, which plans to serial- |,
{ze excerpts from if, are stand-
ing by their publishing sched-
ules despite a planned lawsuit
filed by the-former first lady.

But while Mrs. Kennedy pub-
liely questions Manchester’s
good faith and accuses him of
exploiting the emotional state in
which she bBared her feelings,
Manchester remains .almost in-
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AUTHOR - SILENT
He's saying almost nothing,
- and if those who know Manches-
ter are guessing right; he's busy
writing another book.
Manchester was born April 1,
1922, in Aftlebore, Muss., of
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