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wne will accuse me of "notknowing
the value of the liberty of the press.

Alas! T was full ‘hope and joy
~when I saw you lay the foundation of

piness, attack all abtises, -

~ proclaim all rights, and subject the

<

different parts of this empire to the

- same laws,’ta.an uniform regulation. -
' My.eyes were filled with tears when

¥ saw the vilest and the most wicked

"of men employed as instruments in

bringing about a useful revolution ;

.when I saw the holy tove of patri- -

otism prostituted to willainy, and li-
centiousness- march in tnumph un--

______ Tertor
was mmglcd thh my _Just grief,

—when-T-beheld all the resources of -

Government destroyed, and feeble
_barriers substituted to the.necessity
-of an active and repressing force.—

- I-have every where sought the ves-
_tiges of that central authorxty which

—a great nation deposits in the hands

. ter security and individual liberty -

of the Monarch for its own safety ;

and have been no. where able to find
‘them s 1 have sought the principles
whereby property is preserved, and

‘T have seen them attacked ; I have
endeavoured to find under what shel-

reposed, and I have seen audacity
llwarvs gathering strength from the
mulitude attending, and invokin

factious, and the innovators, as dan-

gerous as the factious, are ready to
anflict.. I have heard those insidious.

 insinuations, which impress you with

false terrors, to turn aside your at-
tention from real dangers; which
inspire you with- fatal distrusts, to

-~ ipduce you to -destroy succcs.,we‘ly

all the props of managchical govern-

to be surrounded thh new causes
of slavery.

Ah! Gcntlemen, what do I not
suffer on seeing in the midst of the
capital, and in the very focus of in-
formation, . this-seduced people ea-
gerly adopt with a terocious j joy the
most criminal proposals, smile at
the details of assasinations, smg their

stupidly invite enemies to the revo-

ditated on them at a time when, re.
jeeted by all the social institutions,
by 2ll the interests, by all the preju.
dxces, they only presented the sediic-
tions of a consolatory wish. At that
~time no motivesinduced me to welgh
the temble inconveniences annexed |
to abstractions, when they are in.
vested. with the force which com-
mands men and things, when the

lution, sully it by complaisance, and —resistance of things and the passions

shut their eyes upon-all the evils .
with which they overwhélm them-
selves ; for this unhappy people are
“ignorant that an infinity of calami- .
ties may spring from a single. crime
I see them laugh and dance on the
ruins of their own morality, even on
the brink of the very abyss which
-may swallow up their hopes; this
spectacle of joy is that by which I
have been the most deeply affected.
Your indifference with respect to"
this alarming deviation of the pub.-
lic understanding, is the first and
perhaps the sole cause of the change
which has taken place with respect

to you,of that change whereby the

corrupt adulation or the murmurs
stiffied by fear have succeeded the
pure homages bestowed upon your
first labours,

 But with whatever eourage the

g ¥
- the sxgna[ for destruction, which the approach of “my last hour inspires

‘me, whatever duty even that love of

of men are necessary argumeats to
~combine,

What I neither ought not could
foresee at the time and in the cir-
cumstances.under which I wroie, the
circumstances and the time'in which
-youattrequire that you should  keep
an account of; and I think it my
duty to tell you that you have not
sufficiently done so. - .

. Bythissole butcontinued fault, you
_____ " have vitiated your work ; you have
placed yourselves in such a sityati.
on as has perhaps rendered you un.
able to preserve it from_total ruin,
but by measuring back your steps, or
-byindicating that retrogade march
to your successors, Ought you to
-be afraid of being the sole object of
all the virulence with which the altar
of liberty is assailed ? Believe, Gen-
tlemen that this heroic- sacrxﬁce will
not be the least consolatory of those
‘remembrances which you will be'per- .

~tiberty which T professed before you

existed, imposes upon me, I never--

theless experience inaddressing you,
‘that respect and sort of fear, of
which no man can divest himself,
when he places himself in thought

-ipn a state of immediate communica..
tion with- the representatives. Qf a

reat natxon.

particularly shudder-

ST SR

" ed on obsrrvmg 1n'their new life,

- that people who are desirous. of be-

ing free, not only disregard the so-

Ought T'to stop here, or to cons
tinte-to-speak to you as to posterd.

ty ?_.Yes, Gentlemen, I believe yqu‘

@il virtues of humanity and justice;

the'sole basis of friie liberty, but re-
ceive with' eagerness the new seeds
of corruptxon, and suﬂ'er thcmsclves

~hearing-this language.
- Fhave meditated throughout the
whole course of my life on the ideas
which you have lately applied to the

regeneration of the kingdom ; I me-

~you, Gentl

, ,_,me to

mitted to preserve. ‘What menmust.
those be, who leaving to their coun-

_try all the good which they have been-

able todo, accept and claim for them-
selves a]one the reproaches which
‘havebeendeserved by real and sérious
evils, but of which they could only.
accuse the circumstances ¥ [ belleve

4._nt out to you, without re.
serve, those defective parts which

you have mtmﬂntcdmtuthe Ercnchf
Constitution,

Called-upon-to regenerate France,
_you ought first to have considered
“what you could usefuﬂy preserve of



