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COLONEL DAN WINS WITH “LASSIE LUCILLE”
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LOADING
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REPAIRING
FLATS AND BROKEN VALVES

VULCANIZING |
SAME DAY SERVICE
NEW TIRES

BIGGEST TRADE IN ALLOWANCES
USED TIRES

ALL TIRES AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED
PHONE 4912

Inspired by the immortal words
of John Howard Payne—‘'Be It
Ever So Humble, There’s No
Place Like Home” — Lt. Col. D.
A, MacKinnon during the dark-
est days of World War II con-
ceived the idea of Old Home
Week.

Since 1940 when the first Old
Home Week was held, it has
grown both in size and popular-
ity until today it is recognized as
the most widely publicized events
in Eastern Canada and the New
England States. As a matter of
fact it is the cue for Islanders
and relatives of Islanders wher-
ever they may be drop every-
thing and head for Charlottetown.

WELL LAUNCHED

Colonel Dan - soldier, sports-
man and showman felt that in
order to get Old Home Week
‘auspiciously launched, it would
be well to have the good will of
as many citizens as possible.
With this thought in mind he
approached the Island’s first cit-
izen Hon. George D. DeBlois,

' | then Lieutenant Governor of the
' | Province. Colonel MacKinnon re-

calls that at first Governor De-

: | Blois questioned the soundness of

the move — he wondered wheth-
er the folks at home should en-
gage in too much gaiety in the
midst of such grave conditions.
jecalling the days of the first

said one of the main concerns of
the troops at the front was to

Recalling
World War, Colonel MacKinnon |

OldHome Week Launched
As Wartime Morale Lift

Thane A. Campbell, then Pre-
mier of the Province and at the
Premier’s suggestion Island li-
cense plates were forwarded to
the United States show people and
the vans came across the border
with no trouble at all.

When Quebec exhibitions learn-
ed this, they were now able to
book the same actors; with the
result that Colonel MacKinnon
was able to arrange a much bet-
ter financial deal with the en-
tertainers. .

LIVESTOCK ADDED

The first year was a fremen-
dous success and the ‘following
year the livestock exhibition
which had been a feature attrac-
tion for years was revived. fle'w
buildings were built and the
bleachers of the grandstand were
enlanged.

After the main exhibition build-
ing was destroyed by fire in April
1945 the management discontinu-
ed admissions at the main gate
and the crowds became so large
that in 1945-46 gates had to be
closed before two o’clock because
there was no room to move
around within the grounds.

Col. MacKinnon in the Spring
of 1947 was approached by H. J.
Kennedy then a director of Old
Home Week. Mr. Kennedy along|
with other directors made an of-
fer to buy out the Colonel’s shar-
es and so the sale was made.

IN GOOD HANDS

Speaking of this transfer, Col.
MacKinnon said ‘I was happy to
be relieved of this heavy res-
ponsibility and at the same time
I was glad to see the show going1
to such capable hands as those
of Mr. Kennedy and his associat-
es.”

Looking back over the past
eighteen years, Colonel MacKin-
non feels that while the livestock
exhibition has contributed great-
ly to the show — it has been
the harness racing and vaudeville
combined with the splendid mid-
way provided by veteran show-|
man Bill Lynch which has real-
ly swelled the attendance eachj
year.

RABBIT GROUPS

Five groups of rabbits, or
hares, three of them native, are
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found in Canada.

know that the folks at home were
enjoying life. = ¢

It took little persuasion on the
part of former wartime comman-
der to convince His Honor that
0ld Home Week would be an ex-
cellent morale booster for those
left to carry on at home,

HEADED THE REST

And so it was—with Governor
DeBlois’ name at the head of the
list it was not long before 500
prominent, businessmen of the
Province had affixed their signa-
tures to a petition asking that
such en event take place. It is
noted that only one person ap-
proached refused to sign.

A strong believer that only the
best in entertainment should be
provided for patrons of 0ld Home
Week, Colonel Dan got in touch
with an old friend, George A. Ha-
mid in New York who books

tre.
Talent was mnot particularly
scarce but wartime restrictions
made it difficult for acting
troupes to get their trailer vans
across the Canadian border. The
Province of Quebec was exper-

ting American talent. '
STRATEGIC MOVE
Colonel MacKinnon conferred

with a long time friend, Hon,
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We extend a hearty welcome to all "Old Home Week" visitors . . . and congratu-
late all persons responsible for this great Charlottetown event. May you enjoy your-
selves at the Fair . . . and feel free to drop into PROWSE BROS. LTD. and browse

More And More Families Turn To Prowse’s

Shoes, Dresses, Skirts, Blouses, Coats, Layettes,
Hosiery—Sizes for Tots to Teens,

«Dresses, Skirts, Blouses, Hosiery, Lingerie,
Millinery, Gloves, Handbags. '

- Including Bedding, Rugs, etc.

Shirts, Pants, Ties, Underwear, Socks, Work

PROWSE BROS. LTD.
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vaudeville shows from that cen. |

fencing the same difficulty in get- |-

o 00

Hon. Eugene Cullen, Minister of A
stone, Mayor of Charlottetown.

“A WEEK LONG TO REMEMBER"”

LIVESTOCK EXHIBITS
HANDICRAFT DISPLAY

The Official Opening of the 1958 Provincial Exhibition and Old Home Week will fake
p?lace. tonight in the Jones Livestock Pavilion at 7 p.m. This year the show will be opened
by His. Hon, Lt.-Gov. Walter Hyndman, other speakers will be Premier Mathesom
griculture and His Worship Mayor Edwin C. John
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