liv Thornﬁl w. Iuﬁeu)

BUSTER BEAR WISHES HE'
HADNT

For granted nothing ever take
Lest it may prove a sad mistake,
—Buster Bear,

Unc' Billy Possum is a lot smart-
er than many folks think he is, It
he were not he would not be alive,
Whenever you see any of the
Green Forest and Green Meadow
tolk  growing old, you may know
that you are seeing some of the
smartest of their kind, for it is
only the smart who live to grow

up.
Buster Bear had tried his best to
tear open a dead hollow tree inside
which he knew Unc’ Billy Possum
was hiding. He finally had to give
up and he shuffled away grumb-
ling and whining with disappoint-
ment. Une’ Billy heard him go.

Perhaps you can guess what a re-

lief it was to Unc' Billy. But Unc'

Billy was too smart to take a

foolish chance and leave his hiding

place. You see, he couldn't know
whether Buster had gone away or
was just out of sight, waiting for"
him to come out. ‘So Unc' Billy
curled up and took a nap right
where he was, which when you
think of it, was a very sensible
thing to do.

Unc' Billy was. wakened by a
noise at the open end of the old
stub of a tree. Some one was
grunting and talking to himself.

Could it be that Buster Bear had

returned? Une’ Billy lay perfectly

still and listened. In a momen: he
knew that it wasn't Buster Bear.

That made him feel better. But a

moment later he knew who it was

ind then he didn't feel so good.

You see, that some one was com-

ing right intp that hollow and that

lomeone was Prickly Porky the

Porcupine. Once more \Billy was
a prisoner. There could be no get-
ting out past Prickly Porky with
the thousand little spears hidden
in his coat.,Unc’ Billy didn’t so
much mind being a prisoner be-
cause he knew that sooner or later
Prickly Porky would go out again.
What worried Unc' Billy was the
fear that prickly Porky might come
way in where he was, He shivered
at the thought. You see, like every- |
body else in the Green Forest, he
was afraid of Prickly Porky's lit-
lle spears which are called quills.

Prickly Porky was whining and
complaining. He has a way of do-
ing that when he has nothing to
whine or ‘complain about. Being
tlone most of the time he probab-
ly likes to hear his own voice.. Pre-
sently he began- to wonder about
this big comfortable 'hollow.. He
had never seen:it before. That was
because:the tree had ‘not been on
the ground ‘before. Because it was
dead, and so had nothing to offer
in the way of food, he had mnever
climbed up to that hollow when
the tree was standing. Now' Pric':-
ly Porky stopped whining.

“This is good,” said he, talking
fo himself. “This is the best place in
which to sleep I have found for a
long time. I think I'll come here
often. I'm a 'bit sleepy. I think I'll
take a nap,”

So Prickly Porky lay down and
made himself comfortable just a
little way in from the open end.
Then he ‘went to sleep. There was
nothing to worry about. Even Unc’
Billy Possum stopped worrying.
All he had to do now was to be
patient until Prickly Porky woke ['
up and left, So Unc' Billy took a
nap too.
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He sniffed at the open end. end
Someone was in there,
Porky's little spears were sticki
in it. He had made a saq mlsct:kneg.
He had taken it for granted that
{?ere Wwas no one in there except
nc’ Billy Possum. Now he wish-
ed he hadn't, and how! '
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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Culbertson
- CUOECROTRCER L CHS RO QO CRIGEO
AN -OFTEN DUBIOUS POLICY

It is'a common occurrence for a
player to 'refrain from making a
sound double of one contract be-
cause he fears that the opponents
will run to another suit which he
cannot double. Under certain’ cir-
cumstances, this sort of self-con-
trol is obviously wise, At the same
time, the opponents cannot always
make the feared escape! Here is a
typical case from a duplicate
match:

Bouth dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

$83

952

®J8748
11751‘"082 aQ

)

»‘2 N | o510¢
9AT+ |W E| exQse
¢10 s 2
$QJ108 ‘®K75

A4K1084

eKQ963

SAS .

SAS

table:

‘West was defeated one trick at
his two-spade contract, North get-
ting a ruff in hearts, and South
making two trump tricks as well
as a heart, a diamond and a club.
‘This result was in strong con-
trast with what would have oc-
curred if North-South -had been
permitted to play the hand. The
fact that they were not so permit-
ted was directly due to East’s re-
fusal to double two diamonds “be-
cause he like thal contract and
was afraid of the hearts.”

It was understandable that East
felt that way, since he had.magni-
ficent defense against diamonds
and questionable defense against
hearts.” This view, however, did
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not cover all questionable aspects
of the case. Presumably, the op-
ponents would reach their best
conthact whether or not-East doub-
led the diamond bid; and also pre-
sumably, if East passed at this
point and South did likewise, West |-
was virtually sure to offer further
competition, since he ‘was marked
short in diamonds and could -not
dream (in the absence of a double)
that East had such strength in tlhe

suit, .

Finally, East should have had|
no fear of lLearts! As a matter of
fact, a two-heart contract could
have been defeated very substanti-
ally! .
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SHORE SWEET OF YA, PRUNEY. I'M
JEST PUTTIN'A FINISHIN'
STATCHA S0'S IT

TOUCH ONTA,
LL BE ALL SET /

I WISH FOR HIS'
SAKE...
HAD. HE'D

‘I T NEVER WAS S'PROUD OF A
JOB...EVEN WHEN ME AN'H+
HUMPHREY... MAY HE REST
PEACE'FILY... DONE TH' BIG
JOB ON MT, RUSHMORE..,
BUT..BUT I JES CHOKE UP
EV'RY S0 OFTEN...LIKE
PUTTIN' TH’ FINISHIN'

STILL BE
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AP, GO WASH YOUR)
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BAILEY-- DON'T, }
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HORACE, T WAS BROUGHT UP

TO BE A LADY=-~AND YOL) KNOW

VERY WELL LAPIES DON'T'
SNORE [/

A WALK AROUND TH'

ILL GIT DRESSED AN' TAKE
BLOCK=
MAYBE ILL FEEL BETTER //
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ARE THEY UP
TO? EITHER I'M
, OR THEY'RE
FIXIN' TO FISHT
A !
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By Harry Hoenigsen

NO, YOU RUN ALONG
ILLTAKE CARE OF I7,

YO RUN UPSTAIRS AND
GET MY SUIT READY Y0 GO TO
THE RS.

NO, FATHER,
YOU'RE
TIRED ILL

7

WELL, THANK YOU,

PRINCESS. VERY

CONSIDERATE OF
Yyou.

YIPES, FORTY SEVEN CENTS,
GOOD HUNTING *

.NOTHING OF
1T, FATHER |




