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 We'll Pay, Anyway

" Health Minister ‘MacEachen has

announced .that the federal govern-
ment plans to’ press ahead with medi-

" eal care législation on the basis of
agreement with only three provinces,
Jeaving the others to tag along at

r own pace. The minister hopes

all the provinces will have joined
by the target date, July 1, 1067, but in
any case legislation will be introduced
in Parliament at the current session,
and Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and
Saskatchewan will definitely be ready

" to take advantage of it. .

_'This looks like pujting a pistol to
the heads of those provinces which
either cannot afford to get into the
scheme ‘now, or have other-medi-
care programs which do not meet
Ottawa's requirements. The nature of
the government’s offer is such that

priorities in Canadian spending. This |
year has seen the start of the Canada
Pension Plan. Social welfare costs of
programs now in _operation are in-
creasing. If the Economic Council
recommendations are heeded, spend-
ing on education at all levels, on train-
ing and retraining workers, will.go up
greatly. Syrely, against this back-
ground, the question of compulsory
medicare should be reexamined. It is
a rank imposition to force it on the
country under the terms which Mr.
MacEachen has outlined.
Bilingual Travails

The collapse of Premier Harmel's
coalition: government in Belguim,
announced over the weekend, is at-
tributed in large part to the language
war between the country’s French-
speaking Walloons in the south and
east and the Flemings in the north.
Any new coalition, says a CP report,
widl have to agree on a bold program
to settle this struggle, which has
developed such virulence that it in-
fects every facet of the country’s life.

The government's collapse was
preceded by bloody riots in the Fland-
i ers coal mining  district. The mines..
.are being closed down because of
overproduction and some 4,000 Flem-

. Ings are being put out of jobs. They
are furious because they believe that
the mines of the French-speaking .
Walloons should be closed first. :
Thé thorny question of whether the
‘Belgians should receive free hospital
care or have to pay their doctors,
cited as another major cause of poli-

N

| ‘order

o

guage quarrel The Walloons are
dissatisfied with the-doctors, most of
whom are Flemish-Speaking. They
claim that new taxes and rising living
costs have hit the Walloon workers,
and that the doctors ghould join them
in making financial sacrifices.

In the churches, Services have re-
' peatedly been disrupted because
the clergyman has used the wrong
, language for his sermon—Flemish in
-a French church or vice versa. At the
universities even the theologians are
in opposite camps, at daggers drawn.
_In Brussels, Flemings pretend that
they do not understand French and
Walloons will not answer a Flemish
question. Even the city’s cafes, the
last refuge of a one-time liberal
society that believed in the maxim
of live and let live, have become
centres of angry scenes where an
given to the waiter in the
“wrong” language can provoke a
minor riot. e

We take these facts from an arrest-

“ing article in the Winnipeg Free

" Press, which notes that for the first
time since 1830, when the modern
Belgian state was founded, serious
doubts are-arising about the country’s .
survival. The Walloons, who form the
nation’s smaller component and have
not been increasing as fast as the
more prolific Flemings, want to join
France. The Flemings, whose
language is almost identical with the
Dutch, could then join the Nether-
lands. Thus Belgium, a small and use-

.ful country, which of late has been the
centre of the Common Market move-
ment, would disappear in a welter of
outmoded nationalist passions.

_ “Canadians,” concludes our Winni-
peg contemporary, “as they watch this
tragic failure of bilingualism and.
biculturalism on a continent that was

The professor does predict a future
for Mars, another space target. It

| rhymes with stars, “a favorite for the

librettists.” But the moon’s pros-
pects, it seems, are pretty hopeless.

~ One Man’s Lament

Living in big cities isn’t all it's
cracked up to be. Here's the story a
New York Post reporter tells about a
man and his family who moved to
New York City from Columbus, Ohio,
a year ago. He tells it in the man’s
own words, without any polishing:

“When we moved here we
couldn’t get an apartment because of
the apartment shortage. We couldn’t

~ cause of the dock strike. When it did

water supply was too low. And I
couldn’t just leave it in the garage
and take a cab. There was a. taxi
strike. 5

" “A few months later we couldn’t
read about what was going on here
because of the newspaper blackout.
And then we couldn’t see anything
" because the lights went out.

‘““And then we couldn’t go anywhere

- because of the transif strike.”,

EDITORIAL. NOTE

Ganada has pledged $30 million to-

- ward the goal of $275 million of the

‘United Nations world food program
for the next three years. Our con-

tribution compares favorably with

that of $130 million pledged by the
United States toward the co-operative

attack which was begun last year on

tical strife, is also at bottom a lan-

crd

hunger throughout the world.

A

- get the European car we ordered be-' |

come, we couldn’t wash it because the |

THE HITCH HIKER
WITH STRINGS ATTACHED . - ’

~ American Semlfﬁ

Nasser finally made peace and
started to withdraw from Ye-
men. When India and Pakistan

Our Yesterdays

(From The Guardian Files)

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO
" (February 14, 1941)
General Franco, of Spain,

ean events in a three-hour talk
with his old4ime military school
master, Marshal Petain of
France.

crucial stage because of Japan-
ese assistance to Nazi sea raid-
ers and Japan's pressure on
naval fortress, reliable foreign
sources said in Shanghad.

TEN YEARS AGO
(February 14, 1956)

At - a “meeting in the Royal
York Hotel in Toronto, Colonel
F.I. Andrew of Charlottetown
was elected as president of the
Ayrshire Breeders’ Association,
the first time in history that a
P.E. Islander was given that
distinction.

Douglas W. Cudmore, 19-year-
old son of Mr. and Mrs. W. R.
Cudmore, 142 Elm Avenue, was
chosen to represent the - Rotary

“Club of Charlottetown at ‘‘Ad-

venture in Citizenship” assemb-
ly at Ottawa imn the following

\

Wha dwvﬂ' has become of the
feder government’s - war
against expense account living?

In 1963 Finance Minister Walt-
er Gordon resolved to do some-
about ‘‘the way in which"

ceiling was removed. So again
companies and businessmen are

‘| free to buy Cadillacs, Lincolns

and Rolls Royces, and write off
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" “Toroute Dally Star

Why should the public, in ef-
fect, have to pay up for such
luxurious limousines— cars, in-
“cidentally, that are imported,
not made in Canada? If a sales-

lification on cars came to light
recently when an anonymous
treasury official let the cat out

expense account living,
haven't been publicly admitted?

write off his. income tax as a
business expense adds to the
burden of average taxpayers—
who don't get such exemptions.

Perhaps it §s only at times of
extremity -that the British char-
acter exposes itself — times of

m—m manual gestur-
es, of that certain pri
vate possessions would be of lit

This I;I.c.:_“pﬂ):' Breed”
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Every $1 a businessman can |.
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~ Writers In Jail

have

!
|

!
|

;
Bxg
i7g
£1g
i

|

¢
2

#

¢

i

i

|

£

|
g

‘‘Coming
P,

E
é
i
g

E
i
i

Ea!
T
i
iiigg
gig;
T
STHE

:
§
:

|

g
;
:
'
i
!

|
1
:
§

i
!
I

i
i
;

i
:
;

|
i

1]
£

?
;

i

i
£

I
%'.

3
g
:
g

pr
il
i‘gi
¥

55%3’

2
:

o

THE BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA

{ Buy as Imle as $10 worth or as much as you like-cashable any time.
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