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tainly must have racked his brains for them. He will go for
Eseheat, becasse he does not kaow the powers of the Commission.
Why, Sir, he must know the terme contvined in the resolutions
and memorial of last Session. He can, if he has forgotten them,
sow read them; but support of them now does not suit the pur-
poses of himself or his party.

flon. COL. GRAY.—1 told my constituents, Mr, Chairman,
hefore the commencement of the list Session, that I would not
wlow that Session 1o pass without introdacing” some ||fmmn~
calcalated, in my opinion, to seitle the question. How, Sir, e
that promise been kepi! Compare my conduct in that respect
with that of some other hon, members of the House,  Although

it was well Rkaown that the last Session would necessarily be a
short une, in consequence of the latcness of the period at wlich
1t was coavened, yet | ‘nsisted with my colleagues in the
Government, that the measare should be introduced.  Did [ wait
for the latter part of the third Session of an Assembly, and then
Lring forward a measare with a view to lufluence the pepular
minds when the time for a Genera! election was l[jphnuhm;’
Was it not, | ask, reporied before the first election, after the dis-
wolution of the foriaer House, that the Bill guaranteeing the Loan
had been passed?  Deeply as [ regret that the hon. member is
dissatisficd, 1 hope, eré the Session shall have lermxn.xlm!. that
the hon. member will give expression 1o a totally dilferent feeling
~ when he sha!l be tuformed that the Commission has been ap-
poated.

Hoe. Me. COLES.«The hon. member misanderatands the
purport of the amendment, which does not embody any re fection
upon the parngraph of the Address ! efore the Comm.ittee; it only
expresses disappointment at the delay which has occurred. It
wxpresses satisfaction at the gracious reception of the Address of
last year, wor does it intimate the slightest disapproval of the
Commission. ‘The hon. member, Me. Longworth, says, that the
Jury ina Court of Escheat would hiye to atfirm t .e.mln‘nf the
proprietors, wader the direction ol the jodge.  Well, Sir, the
Commission wou!d have the same evidence sebmitted to them as
wouald be laid before the Court, and weuld, I presume, be govern-
ed by the same rules of evidence; thus their report would be to
the effect, that the titles were valid, and if an act of the Imperial
Parliament were required to confirn it, would the Guvernment
ask that Parhament to compel the relinquishment of the back
rents? The amendment recognizes the possilility of some good
resulting from the Commisston, and merely says that, if 1t should
not setile the qm-ﬂion satislactonily, escheat \\-v\gfd be ll,e only
means left; and | doabt not that some ol the majority will sap-
port escheat under these tircamstarces. If, as the hon. member
has wated, the titles of the proprietors be good, let them not ob -
ject to the most effectual means of plac.ng them beyond cavil or
question. The hoa. mewmber for Charlottetown, Mr. Duvies, said,
fust year, that he had nv donbt that the Briush Government would
advoeate the request of the House; and, Sir, the Lieut. Governor
is the proper channel of communicsiion between this House and
proprietors. I"he hon. member, Mr. Douse, has attacked me, on
the ground that | have opposed eschoat, which he admits that he
oote -npponed. but, as he alleges, merely to humeor the hon.
member, Mr. Cooper.  Now, Sir, | do not think sach a reason
safficient to Justify » public man in acting in opposition to the dic+
tetes of his conscience. The hon. member, Mr. Beer, says, that
he cannot undersiand how | can support escheat, after having
admited the titles by the Land Purchase and Loan Bills. 1
never, Sir, considered the utles perfect) and | introduced, and
catried, those Bills, as being moderate measures, calculated to
vettle the quest.on moderately, and provide compensation for the
jrejrietors at a reasonable rate.

Nr. BEER. I referred to the Loaz Bill, not the Land Parchase
A,

Hon. Mr. COLES, —Well, Mr. Chairman, the one is but an
« gteasion of the uther. By the first we were limited 10 £30,000,
the cther would have enabled as to extend the operations of the
Parchase Bill to the whole lsland. As to the assertion that the
amendment conttiine a threat, | deny . It merely says, that
escheat will be the only resoarce Icft, if the Comwission should
prove a failure. If the majority wish 10 excite bad feelings be~
tween the proprietors and the tenani(s, it may suit their purpose to
construe the language of the amendment as containing a threat.

Hon. Mr. WIGHTMAN.=Mr. Chairman, the sabject of the
patagraph is really a most important one, and has for many years
beeu discussed in the Legistatare, |, for one, have always de~
nounced escheat. ‘The late Governmeut tried the Land Purchase
Bil. ‘The intervention of middlemen between tie Government
and the proprietors of the Worrell Estate zompell-d the Govern—
went to pay a much higher price for the Worrell Estate than they
would otherwise have had to pay: wnd the further action of the
Bi!l was suspended by the loss of the Loan Bill.  When the hon,
member, Col. Gray, last year, introduced his resolations, | sup-
ported them, as being the oaly available means left us. And,
Nir, we all know that it is impessible for us to force the Britsh
Government; we had better await the result of an apgplication,
which, 1 do not doabt, will Le communicated at a convenieut
time. 1 firm'y believe, Sir, that the hon. wember, Col. Gray,
was perfectly sincere in his sction on this subject, und [ trast that
henefits will acerue to the people from the measure he introduced.
As a proof of what the Loan Bill m ght have effected, 1 will 1ake
the case of Lot 11, which was purchased under the Land Parchase
Bk In the instance of that Lot, the people were decidedly
ben fitted ; and the accounts of the Land Office will shew that the
tesults have been very satisfactory, and will, 1 have reason 10
believe, falsify the predictions we heard last year, that the pablic

Jands would prove a losiag coacern. 1 think it will be found that
the Parchase Bill has been productive of very great advantages,
and ihat there wlll be no great loss alter all.  Had the Loan Bill
paseed, | believe Lord Selkirk would have sold his property at a
cheap rate. At a meeting, st which my hon. colleague and my-
eell were present, | was asked, what beaefit the people of other
parts of the Island could receive from the purchase, by Govera-
went, of the Worrel Estate? My answer was, that they must
bide their time; and, Sir, had the Loan Bill passed, they woald,
ere this, been settled as (reeholders. 1 am prepared, Sir, tp sup-
port the amendment, if the reference to escheat be struck out;
and | am in favor of the Commission, as constituting a Court of
Enquiry.

Mr. HOWAT.—I concar with what has fillen from the hon.
member, that this House cannot coerce the British Government;
if we had the power of doing so, wa would be ander no necessity
of asking any thing from it. [ wishi to see the Address we passed
last year fairly tested. When the present opposition obtained

esponsible Gover . they asied their opponents not to con~
demnn the system withost giving it a fair trial.  When some hon.
werbers ask, what are to be the powers of the Commission, |
answer, that it is to be presumed that they will be ample for the
attainment of the objects for which it will be appointed— that the
Commission will be a full and eomplete Conrt of Enquiry. In
ihe part of the coantry which I hive the honor to represent, the
people hate the very name of escheat. Al they want is to know,
to whom they are to pay thewr ren's’ They wish 1o be assured
that they are not paying itto the wrong person. If we had
escheat, a dJecision that the titles of the proprietors were bad,
would involve the loss of the property of the tenant, as well as
that o7 bis landlord. In sach a case, the whole Island would be
nt the merey of the Government of the day, and which party,
Tory or Snatcher, was to have 412 ‘I'he hon. member, Mr,
Coles, says, we have a right to a Court of Escheat, without re-
feresce to the Home Governmen:. Bat, Sir, to use a common
saying, he is very free with his battermilk, when his cow has
gone dry. (Laughter )  ‘The Commission 18 now d i by
those who, last year, sapported it. ‘T'hey blow hot and cold, and
they fear, if good results from it, they will be blown overboard.
1, myselfl, behieve that good will result from the Commision; and
i my expectations are not realized, | am prepared 1o support any
scheme which may enable the people to ascertain the party who
s to receive the rents.  The mea bers of the opposition now ad-
voeate eschieat, which they formerly denounced, and deery the
Commission which, last year, they sapported, and endeavour 1o
frustrate it, when they see it likely 1o be productive of any benelit
t the people.

Hon. Mr. WHELAN.—Mr. Chairman, daring the long
discussion which has taken plice on the garagraph under
the consideration of the Committee, I have waited in vain
t» hear any reasons to induce me to withhold my support
from the smendment. The ministers having failed to enﬂght-
en my dackness, [ was in hopes that the master would im-

t some solid reasons why I thould support the paragraph;
m. Sir, he has but increased the density of the gloom. In
reviewing the opinions expressed by the majority, 1 shall
commence with those of the hon. member who has just sat
down. e says that he hates Escheat, but that he is fuvor-
able to a Court of Enquiry, and that the Commission will
be a Court ot Enquiry. Now, Sir, what is the enquiry for?
If the Commission should repore that the titles are bad,
what would be the resuli! Would it not be the same as
the verdict of a jury in a Court of Escheat? Would it not
re-invest the titles in the Governmeni! Yet the hon. mem-
ber who assertsso incompatible and inconsistent arguments,

umes to taunt this side of the House with blowing hot
and cold. When we, Sir, are charged with inconsistency, [
Lurl baek the imputation and accuse the Government of
practising, 1 will not say deception, but delusion, towards
this House. In the discussion which took place in the
eerlier part of the day [ made a few remarks, to which the
bon. member (Col. Gray) sssuming the role of Leader of
the Government, undertovk to reply, whieh he did with an
energy and earnestness marvellous to behold. Sir, I saw
him arise, with his ** eye in a fine phrenzy rolling,” and
looking as though he would annihilate all those who should
presusie to impugn the conduct of the Government. lle
s that a few brief moments would suffice for him to
shut my wouth, and that in all time to come, [ would sel-
dom presame to raise my voice in his presence. However,
1 am not yet annibilated, nor have I been particularly ter-
rified by the loud tomes of the hon. mewber for the fourth
Distriet of Queen’s County. VWhen I asked a question of
tl.e Government, | was met by a charge of discourtesy aund
wisrepresentation. -

Hon. Qul. GRAY.—Mr. Chairman, I rise to explain.
The bon. member must be la%oring under sowe hallucina-
tion. I did not attribute to him & want of esurtesy; buc [
stated that in that hon. member's own journal, the Fiam-
wner, [ was twice representcd to Lave promised that the
Land Question would be scttled in eight weks, when |
whowed that | had mentioned prolally eight months.

FHon. Mr. WHELAN. I fcel much obliged to the lon
member for the compliment lie has paid me in the assertion
that I am laboriag wnder an ballucination. Well, Sir,
** Homer sometimes nods,” und so may the hon. member,
for we bad his admission lust Sessivn that he sometimes
labored under hypochondriusis, and, therefore, he may not
be aware of all be does say. But I repeat thet he made a
positive charge of discourtesy and falsehood. = I admit
thut I was in error io statiog that he said thematter woyld
be settled in eight weeks icstoad of eight months,

|
}

| He was not converted b

Col. GIRAY.—1 do not admit the eorrectness of the

Hon. b
Qun the octasion relerred

hon member's present stutement.
to, 1 suid prodably eight months

Mon. Mr. WHELAN.—Well, Mr. Chalrman, the word
probably implies the expectation that nji\,;!.( ln‘unlhs .',\‘n.llhl
sufice fur the settlement of the guestion. The principal
reasons assigned for the delay 1 shall answer, I trust satis-
factorily, before 1 have done. The I_(:nlpm War, which is so
prominently put forward as the principal cause of delay,
was between Austria, on the one side, and France and Sar-
dinia, on the other. England was not one of the belliger-
ent powers, as she was, in the war with Russia, when the
Loan Bill was sent howe. Even if it were otherwise, it
would afford no suflicient reason for the pos'ponement of a
mensure of such vital importance to the Colony; but as to
any participation in the Italian war, Great lin‘mAm had no
wore to do than this Island. Tihe Coloninl Minister's de-
partment certainly had nothing to do with it, and yet we
are now told that it could not be attended to. As to the
election and consequent thange of ministry,lam ata loss ot
gee why the rights of the Colony should be afficted by either
of those events. The opposition are teld that, because the
Loan Bill was postponed, we slm?lld not complain of the
delay in the présent case. But, Sir, I want to know if the
asserters of that argument mean to say that two Wrongs
make one righ:’ Besides, I have shown that the cases are
not alike. The Loan Bill was passed by us in view of a
guarantee to be obtained by an Act of the Linperial Parlin-
ment, which was introduced, and afterwards a change of
Ministry occurred which necessarily postponed the cousid-
eration of it. But the memorial required no Imperial le-
gislation. Tt merely requested the Colonial Minister to
recommend ller Majesty to appoint a Commission. Mueh
stress has been laid upon the alleged necéssity for consalt-
ing the principal proprietors, as one of the causes which
have retarded the appointment of the Commission. That
but confirms the truth of the opinion I expressed lust Ses-
sion, that the mcasure was merely the effspring of the pro-
prietary party.

Hon. COL GRAY.--The first Juty of the Dule of New-
castle, was necessarily to forward to each of the principal
proprietors a copy of the un'murul, and ask their cousent to
the suggestions it contained.

Hon. Mr. WHELAN. —The hon. member's interruptions
but shew me that my observations are unpalatable,

Hon. COL GRAY.—I1 deny and repudiate the infeience
the hon. member has drawn from my interruption. | werely
rose to explain,

Hon. Mr. WHELAN = stated, last session, that this
panacea for all the ills that tenant flesh is heir 1o, would prove
1o be a humbag, and the reasons | have heard addaced for the
delay, vnly confirm my op'nion.  The time necessary to com-
municate with the proprietors, who might be absent from
London, need not be very long, when we consider the facili-
ties of commuanication afforded by the telegraph, by steam
boats, and by railways, which bring couniries=aonce distant
—into close approximation. But. why cousult the proprie-
tors at ali'  Cannot the Iimperial Government appoint a Com-
mission to settle the question! If it is absolutely necessary
to consult the proprietors, what kind of a Commission may
we expect ! Oune adverse to the interest of the proprietors !
No. I it is considered ueerssary 1o consvlt the propri- tors,
itis but a fair presumption that the Commissiovers wili be
gentlemen entertaining views in uuison with those of the Proprictors,
and thus the whole scheme will prove delusive. "T'he Government
last year promised to settle the question, and the memorial was
the first {ruits of their labours. This morning the Despatches on
this subject were asked for—there was nothing voreasonable in
that.  The Speech promised us on the Poet Otfice and Light
Houses—matters of trivial importance to this vital question—some
Despatches with reference to wineh we have beea informed by
a member of the Government, are in the desk of another member,
1o be laid before as when the proper time shall urrive. W hen, |
ask, may we expect that time to arrive in the opinions of wemn.
Lers of the Government? ‘! he hon. mewber, Colonel Gray, said
that he supposed | expected the Government to insert the {es-
patches in the Examiner. | expected no such thing; but 1 did
expect more information weuld be submitted than 1s at present
before the House. The request contained in the amendment that
{lis Excellency would use his is fluence to induce a postponement
in the collection of the back rents, has been characterised as an
unwarrantable interference on our part; and we are told that the
Government has no power 1o interpose in the manner the amend-
ment suggests.  Are the hon. members of the Government ignor-
ant that a former Governor, in 1837, issued a circular recom-
mending the Proprietors to remit the arrears of rents—ito sell on
easier terms, and 10 grant long leases?  Bat, Sir, if there were
no such precedent, surely when the House had recommended a
remission, it is not improper to ask the Executive to lend its in-
fluence to induce a postponement of the collection until such time
as the Commiission shall have reported —to ask the Lieutenant
Governor to do what the House had done last Session, and what
a previous Governor had done—so much for the alleged impio-
priety of that part of the amendment. I have been charged by
the hon. member, Mr. Haviland, with inconsistency ov the sub-
jeet of Escheat—that [ have opposed it for years. True, Sir, |
never advocated Escheat ei'her on the hustings or in this House until
about three years ago. That hon. member stated that it was culy
when the reins of power were about to siip from the hauds of our
party that the hon. the leader of the opposition and myself changed
our views on the subject, Sir, two yents hefore the late Govern-
ment retired, | stated that, if other means failed, T would support
Escheat as a dernier resori—as the only means left of settling
the question. | believed the Land Purchase Bl would be of
advantage to the country, and it was necessary to supplement it
by the Loan Bill.  Had the latter been in operation, the country
would, | am satisfied, have been contented with its action— snder
this the people would have been 10 a great extent settled in free-
hold. Lam not in the habit of looking over the reports of my
speeches; but T recollect having declared my intention w0 vote for
Escheat; if other means should fuil. When such is the fict, on
what grounds am | charged with inconsistency ? 1 have beard
members on the opposite side of the House, denounce mensures
which the force of public opinion sabsequently compelled them to
support; but did they find me charging them with ineconsistency ?
I remember when one member of this House, now no longer here,
a gentleman whose eloquence will long be remembered, and
whose powers in debate were pniversally felt and aclnowledged,
changed his opinions not on one particular subject, bot with re-
ference 10 the fandamental prineiples of our sysiem. | allude 10
the tlon. Joseph Pope, to whom, if 10 any one, the charge of in-
consistency might be applied. But he met the obj=ction by the
declaration that it was idle to act in opposition to pablic opinion
lovdly expressed. 1 could refer 10 2nother gentleman, who ae-
cepted a seat in the Legislative Council, and took office under 1he
late Government, and alierwards changed sides and was appomnted
to an important public ofkce ander the present Government.  The
case of the late Sir R, Peel, to which reference has been made,
does not warrant the argument drawn from it by the Hon. Me.
Havilaud. As | have already stated, 1 declared tny iatended
action on Escheat two years before the late administration went
oat of office.  The hon. member for Charlottetown argues that
becanse the Address has been graciously received, we are hound
10 believe that the Home Government consents te the Commis-
sion, and will support the remission of arrears. 1 canuot recog-
nise the correctness of the reasoning which feads to such couclu-
sion from such premises. 1 have already stated that any respect-
fully worded Address would be graciously received; but there is
no positive information that a Commission will issue, or that, if
it should, a remission of arrears will be among the results  Such
remission will be entirely’ discretionary with the Commwissioners,
and wheu it is considered that the Commissioners will be nomi-
nated by proprietary iufluence, and that the Execative Council
of the Island contains a majority of Proprietors and Agents, and
that His Excellency is generully supposed to be the nominee of
the Proprietors, or at least, that his appoiotment was made with
their approval, what have we to expect but that the Commission
will represent their feelings, and support their interests ? It is
absurd to think otherwise.  If the proprietary influence were not
paramount at the Coloninl Office, and at the Council Board, we
might hope that a Commission woald be appointed fuirly repre-
senting the views of hoth parties; bat at present it is useless to
expect anything like justice from a body appointed by such influ-
ence. Uulike the hon. member for Belfast, Mr. Douse, whe, [
believe, has acted in a very liberal spirit to the Tenants on the
property with which he is connected, and has made generous
remissions of back rents, these Commissioners, unable to appre-
ciate the social condition of the people, and will, I fear, not he
disposed 1o act as the hon. member | refer 10 has done. The
puragraph in the Address states that we are gratified 1o learn that
the Address has | een gucinndy received, and that we anticipate
the best resuits from the Commission. Now, Sir, 1 for one do
not experience any gratification at the reception of the Address,
nor would the people care if it were at the bottom of the Hhlls-
borough, nor do | annicipate any good from s aciion, even if it
were o operation. | have now, Sir, given my reasons for my
opposition to the Address of last year, and also the paragraph
under discassion. 1 shall support the amendment.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND—I repeat my assertion, Mr. Chair-

| man, that it was only on the eve of his party going out of

office that the hon. member became an advocate of scheat.
] the high priest of that faith until
1858—the last year of the late Government's rule. In 1855

ihe was among the most bitter opponents of Escheat, far more

| man, who

decidedly orposed to it than the hor. mewber, Mr, Wight-
iates Escheat but supports a Court of Enquiry.
In 1856, on the motion that the petitions on the subject of

| the land tenures be referred to a Committee, the Lon. member

' supported the motion of the lead r of the

{day to go into Committee that day

3

Government of the
_ three months, and thus
! would not allow any discussion to take place on the subjeet.
I was in favor of treating those petitions with the usual cour-
' teey of allowing a discussion on the subject to which they re-
i ferred, bat the hon. member aund his party were then all
supreme and would not al ow the question to be debated. [t
! was only in 1838, in the last session of the House. when it was
necessary to put forth some new article of political stock in
|trade, that the hon. member's resolutions were laid on the
::ble&md not re'y;orted, lng the tlnam'fcato of the leader of the
en Government appeared, as
’hil“Govl'ﬂlment wupg:o _— have already stated, when
_ Mr. SINCLAIR—While I shall support the amendm
:r;cergly hope “zbn th; eo‘xp::;innpp:ill exceed thoe;t‘;alt
guine expectations of its frieuds. I thought, last session,
that too much deference had been paid to :roprietorl,u:g:t
this Ilouse should got Lave gone to them, as suppliants. If

dhe Examiner,

Ctheir titles were valid, it did not become us to ask favors ; but
| the British Government has admitted that the question was
| unsettled ; and I was willing to re‘er it to an |mpm_'tn_xl tri-
| bunal for settlement, We only n_nkcd for a commission to
|enquire into the state of the relations between landlord and
tenant, and t) negotiate with a view to the gravual purchase
by the tenantry of the freeholds of their lands, by paywments
of 1he purehase mouey in instalments, and to recommwend a
| remission of arrcars. ~The proprietors have still the right to
say what they will take, and 1 eannot think this is the b st
way of settling the question.  Were the proprictors bound to
abide Ly the decision of the commission, some good might be
“ expeeted to result from its labors, but the Hlouse did not ask
| that they should come under any obligation to that effect. 1
supported the address last session, not expecting any great re-
| sults from it, but thinking that, if' it did no good it could do
us no harm ; and I ¢m siill willing to await the result. This
| does not subject me to the charge of inconsisteney, for the
| amendment only states that the people are disappuinted at the
| delay which has taken p'ace. The speech mentions no causes
| for that delay, although it is time that sowe hon. members |
have assigned reasons for it, which they appear to think |
| suflicient. Tt also says that if the commission does not make |
| a final settlement of the question, some other mode of dealing
| with it will be nduqled.
| Hon. Mr. PERRY—At this late hour it is not necessary to
| zo over all the grounds travelled over in this debate. In my
| opinion the paragraph in the address conta ns but little, and
| the amendment less. The first part of the amendment is the
| same as the address, but the second part [ entirely disapprove
{of.  When the country has been led to expect benefits irom
| the commission, we ought to give it a fa rtrial, and not assume
| that it will lead to no resalts. 1f Escheat is to be sought, let
| hon. members sey so plainly, and not intimate it as a con-
| tingency, which may oceur under some particular state of
{affuirs. I voted for the resolutions of last year, and am in
| favor of the paragraph in the address, to which I propose us
| an addition, not as an amendment, the recommendation not
| toenforce the coll:ction of back rents, during the sitting of
 the commission.
| The Committee divided on Mr. Coles’samendinent as follows :
| Yeas.—Hons. Messrs. Coles, Whelan, Thornton, Wight-
{man and Kelly, and Messrs. Sutherland, Knight, Couper,
Doyle and Conroy—J0.
* Navs.—Iouns. Speaker, Messrs. Yeo, Longworth, Iaviland.
j Gray., McAulay and Perry, and Messrs. Ramsay, Douse,
| Montgomery, Beer, John Yeo, Howat, Hglm, Davies and
| Owen—16.
| Hon. Mr. Perry’s amendment was then put and lost on the
| same duvision, with the exception that Mr. Perry voted in
| favor of it.
The original paragraph was then put and carried.
A'ter a few unimportant observations on some of the re-
| maining paragraphs, as they were successively read by the |
| Chairman, the address passed unanimously.
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Saturpay, Feb. 18,

| Mr. Howat presented a petition from W. 1. Laird, Teacher,
Upper Tryon, praying for compensation, aud thereupon moved
| that & Committee be appointed to whom should be referred
[ eve y petition reinting to Teachers and Scliols,
| Ordered thit Messrs. Howat, Sinclair, Knight, Conroy, Hon
[ Mr. Yeo aund llon. Mr. Laid, do compose said committre.
Hon. Mr, Yeo prescoted a petition from A. C. Bickford, an
anlicensed Teacher at Grand River, praving for remuneration.
! Referred to the above Commmttee. Also a peiition from in-
| habitants of Crossman’s Point, praying for the opening of a
| new e of Road.—~Laid on the table. Also, from inhabitants
[ of Lots 13 ard 14 with a similar prayer.

Mr. Monigomery presented a petition from Finlay Campbeli, |
Teacher, Grahsm’s Road, New London, praying for compen-
sat on.—Referred 10 Committee on Teacher's petitions,

Mr. Davies from the Cowmiitee appointed to prepare an A J-
dress in answer to his Excellency’s speech, reported a dyafi, |
| which was read, and made the order of the day for Monday. |

Mr. Beer presented a petition from Rachel A. Gibson, widow,
| Charlottetown, praying for naturalization. - R :ad and laid on
| the tuble.

Ion. Mr. Haviland int-oduced a Bill 10 amend the Wills
| Act, which was read a first time, and ordered to be read a

~econd time on Mouday next. Adjourued.

! Mospay, Feb. 20.

i Mr. Holm present:d a petition from VFmily Harrington
| Teacher, Miil Vale, praying for remuneration.—Referrcd to
{ committee on Teacher’s petitions, i
Mr. McNeill presented a peti-ion from inhabitants of Lots
| 39 and 61, praying for the opening of a new line of roa !, which
was read and laid on the tible,
| On motion of Hon. Col. Gray, the second order of the day
was taken up, viz.: the Hounse 11 Comm:itee on the Address
in answer to the Governor's speech, which occupied the House
luntil a late hour, when the Spraker vook the Chair and the
Chairman of the Commutiee repo.ted the Address agreed to.

|

| Torsvay, Feb. 21.
| T.e following petitions were presented to the House :—

By Hon. Mr. Coles. fiom the Trustees of Stauhope Schoo!,

praying for payment of Teacher’s salary.
! By Hon. Col. Gray, from inhabnants or Uigg Bock Se tle-
| m~nt, and others, praying for the opening of » new Rouad,
| By Hon. Mr. Longworth, from Robert Ga'braith, praying
| that money paid for a Tavern License be refonded, Also a
| petition frem whubitants of Rear District, St. Peter’s, praying |
| tor a grant to repsir a roal,
| - By Mr. Douse, trom inhabitants of Fark Settlemen', praying
| for a grant to repair a bridge.
| PAUPERS,
| Hon. Mr. Haviland moved that a Committee be appointed to
| whom shall be referred everv petition reluting to Paupers, to
| examine the same and report 1thereon.
| Commitee. —Hous. Messrs. Perry, Kelly, Longworth, Gray.
| Thornton, McAulay, Messrs. Conroy, J Yeo, Howat, Sinclair,
! Holm, Davies, Sutheriand, Knight, and McNeill.
| Hon. Col. Gray wished to make an observation respecting
| pauper grants.  ‘I'he mon-y was voted expressly to relieve the
| paor, and care should be teken that it was appropriated 1o no

other purpose. T'ne meihod pursued by the House in dividing
| the money was ohj ctiorable. It wur unfair that a member
! 'who perhaps had ten paupers on his List should receive the same
[ amount as one who had only two or three.

| Mr. Houw entertained a sumilar opinion.  There were many
| prusers in his district—so many that last year several who
| were really needy «n'y received 6f een shiilings.

Hon. Mr. CoLes concurred with the hon member for Bel-
fast that the matler reqnired invest:gation.  Several, he beliey-
ed, received allowance who were not really in destitute circumi-
stances. He knew cases of individuale calling fur money two
or three years after it had been voted ; and thouzht that money
| was sometimes even granted to perso.8 who had becn desd for
| several years.

Hon. Mr. LoxéwoxTa thonght there was much room for imn-
provement. 1t was a very improper method to 1ake the list of
last ye r as a guide when voting the amounts. Some did no:
call for the money placed at lus disposal last year,
| " Hon. Mr. Yeo kuew that all in his district had received their
money. He thought that the systemn was well enough.

Mr. DEer sawd thai the obj:ction to the present method ap-
peared to be that av equal su n was granted to each electoral
district. Inhis opinion the money ought to be apportioned among
the several districts according to the number of puupers in
each.

Hon. Mr. Perry thought that the Chairman of the committee
should write 10 well informed persons i different parts of 1he
Island, to learn who were really destitute. By this means de-
ception would be prev. uted,

Mr. Howar remarked that there seemed to be an incliration
to change the system. He thought that it was fair thac each
district should receive an equal amount, as it contributed its
share to the general revenue.

Mr. Coxroy said that in s part of the country thnse in want
apilied to the membors for the district.  He wmust have very
few panpers indeed 1f he could not disinbute £25, the sumn
which he received lust year.

Mr. SiNcralr observed that in his cistrct last year very liule
mouey was required—part of the money allowed for it had been
given toother districts more necessitous. lIle thought something
like this course ought to be pursued.

Some further discu-sion ensued, when the [{ouse adjourned
| without comiug to any decision on the subj=ct.

| AFTERNOON SITTING.

E Mr. Davies from the Committee appornied to wait vpon His
| Excellency to know his pleisure when he would be atiended
5 with the Address, reported that he would be prepared to receive
Lt te-=morrow at 12 o’clock,

| Mr. Davies from the Committee appointed to enguire intothe
| delsy in publishing the Journals of last session, presented o
| report, which having being read, t was thercfore resolved that
| said report be taken up in committee of the whole House o~
? norrow, {

| Hon. Mr. Coves rose to refer to a statement in the last No. of
the Royal Gazette, respecting the proceedings of the House,
There 11 was made to sppear that Rev. Dr. Jeukins had
sppointed Chaplain, on motion of Hon. Col. Gray, whereas he
ounly moved that a Chaplain be appointed, and he (Mr. Coles)
made the motion in reference to Dr. Jenking, It was stated
that the Address in answer 1o the Governor's Spegﬂullly
| passed on a div sion of 17 to 11, This was incorreet, though
the opposition had eundeuvared to carry ameunduments, they d.d
not oppcse the whole Address. As that paper was published
by authonity, it ought to give correct statements,

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the following Committee were
appointed, to whom all matters relating to Pust Offices ehould
be re'erred, viz:—Messrs. Mc Neill, J, Yeo, Sincluir, Mont- |
| gomery, and Hoo. Mr. 'l hornton.

Hon. Mr. Havinama thought the House onght to decide about
the manner of printing the Debates.  The Commitiee to receive
tenders had not yet reported, and he anderstood wome hon. mens-
bers had changed their opimion since it was appointed, now think-
tng more information would be communicated by publishing the
reports merely in the newspapers.

Hon. Mr. CoLgs suid, it was neceseary something siroald be
done. He thought the best method would be to poblish the De-
bates 1 the leading paper of each party.  Thovgh 20 enpies were
distribated by edch wmember, that woald pot cirenlate them
throughoot 1he whole coantry.  Lle was in favor of ziving the
Committes instractions (o make arrangenrents with the publishers
of the Lilander and Examiner newspapers.

Hon, Mr. Latxp concurred in what had been stated on a
former oceasion, that, in pablishoeg the Debates, the Lslaod pa-
pers wight not be able w afled space to keep ap with the business
of the House e would recommend, that if the panlishers had
more matter ou hand than they could printin their asual issve, they
be instructed 1o publish an exira:

HHon. Mr. LoNGworTH was not present whon the question
was formerly brought before the House, or e woald have opposed
the method thea proposed.  Publishing the speeches fn the lead-
ing newspapers was a mach better system. Members, sometimes;
found much ditlicalty in distribating the copies, but when the
Debates were printed in the papers, they were widely cirealated
without any trouble. As it was necessary, however, that a few co-
pies shoald be printed 1 a separate form, for the use of the Legis=
latare, this part of the work shoald be let by tender.  Last year,
Mr Ings and Mr. Whelan both had furnished the House with
copies of the Debates, for which they received £30 each. Putuing
up the printing of a sutfiient number 10 competition, would pre-
vent this double expenditure.

Mr. SimcrLair wasopposed to printing the Debates in a separ-
ate form for circalation, as a suificieat number could not be pob-
lished for all the electors on the lsland. Though he had 20
copies, he would not sead one—he would not sbow so mtch
favoriusm,

Me. HoLa was of opiuion the Debates should be published in
all the papers.  Many who took a paper had weither the Iilanter
nor Kraminer.

Mr. Howat remarked, that hon. members seemed to be dis-
posed 1o make an alteration.  Hhs olj-ct in making the motion 1o
have them printed tn a separate form was 1o economise publie
woney. la his part of the country the people were generally in
favor of that methed.

Hon. Mr. Yo said, what signified 600 eopies throughout the
country?  Appropriating money for such a purpose was only
throwing it away. It was fur better to have the speeches priuted
in the newspapers,

After some further discussion a resolution was passed to the
following eflect, viz: that the Committee, formerly appointed, be
instructed 1o receive tenders for printing 75 eopies of the Debates
in pamphlet form, for the use of the Legisliure; and that they
wake an arrangement with the proprie ors of the Islander and
Ezaniner, to publish the Debates 1u these paper withiu six weeks
after the rising of the House. Adjouraed.

Hon. Cor. GrAy presented a petition frem Mary Lawrence,
the wife of a private soldier, praying for aid.  Referred 10 the
Committee on Pauper petitions.  The hon. member then stated,
that the House spent considerable time yesterday i discussing the
question of pauper geants, without coming to any decision, lle
was not disposed 10 allow the matter thus to drop, but would
again move the resolation which he then introduced  "The reso-
lution, which was agreed to, recommended the Commitiee to
exercise g’ﬂill caunion in lll\"fillgnl"l; (he c‘ﬂl"l. ()r l"l“pell Hp.
plytag for aid; and that o money be granted 10 any ndividual,
whose claim could not b2 vouched tor by some member, or was
not certified by some clecgyman or mngisicate in the district,

LAW CLERK.

Hon. Mr. 1aviLAND said, as there was to he considerable
husiiess betore the House this Session, a Law Clerk would be
required.  He moved that oue be appointed.

Hon. Mr. CorLes was glad 1o observe that the Government,
day after day, suw the necessity of adopting the course pursued
by the late Goverument.  Last Session the majority were so
desirous to economise, that they did not appoiot a Law Clerk. It
was necessary the House should haye sach an officer, asall hon.
members were not qualified 1o dreft bills; and those who were,
could not be expected to perform the work., The motiva would
have his support.

Hon. Corn. Gray remarked, that one reason why the [louse
did not call Tor the services of a Law Clerk last vear, was the
shortness of the Session.  Aunother veason was, that the Culony,
at that tme, was in a state nppru;uchulg o Inukrupl{:\; hut ll.ne
increase in the revenue, now warranted the lou<e in meairing
the expense.  To prevent inaceuracy, il possible, in the drafting
of bills, it was necessary to have such an officer, a3 they were
constautly called upou 10 revise Laws whicli had been too hastily
drawn up.

Hon. Mr. LoNewortn was of opinion that the salary of a
Law Clerk would not be money thrown away. He was
pleased to think that by the uppointment he would be re-
lieved from labor whicn would othernise in some measure
deyolve upon Lim. e thonght Mr. Coles ought to have
cougratulated the House wich respect to the appointment
they were about to make. The nccessity for accuracy,
alluded to by the hon. wember for Belfast, was obvious,
Ilis own desire was thacev ry Bill, by whowsoever intro-
duced, should be as perlect as possible

Hon. Mr. Toogztox thought no ohjection need be raised
on thissubjecs. lle always considered the House should
employ a Law Clerk ; it was a saving to the countiry be-
cause it fucilitated the business and shortened the session.

Hon. Mr Cougs congratuluted the Governw 'nt because
they had seen the error of their ways. Col. Gray had stated
that the appointment was not made last session because
the Colony was in a siate bordering on bankrueptey. lle
would like to ask if they had paid off one penny of tie pub-
lic debt.  Surely the hon member could not be sy ignorant
as not to know that 1t was us great now as at this time last
year.

Hon. Col Gray in explanation of what he had stated
respecting the baukraptey of the Colony, would say thut
last year Treasury Warrants had been purchased at 20 per
cent discount, but now they could scarcely ve obtained at
par.  le thought this was sufficient proof that his stute-
went was correct,

On the motion being put that a Law Clerk Le appointed,
it was curried unaniwously.

on. Mr. Haviaxp then moved that Benj DesBrisay,
Esq.. beappointed Law Clerk to the House, stating that
probahbly few in the Colony were better qualified 1o dis-
charge the daties of the office.

Hon. Mr. Cores oYjected 10 Mr DesBrisay, chi-fly on
account of nis inexperience, and named Mr. Chas. Palmer
as a more c“"lpelt}"t ;9r§ mn.

Hon. Col. Gray statel that he understood Mr. Palmer
would nut accept the appointment.

After some lurther cousideration lon. Mr. Havilund's
motion was agreed to

AFTERNOON.

Hon. Mr. Haviland introduced a Bill to amend the Law
relating to Bills of Lading, which was read a fivst time.

The Bill for the Amend.uent of the Act relating to Wills
was read a second time and committed to a committee of
the whoie [House.

Hon. Mr. Haviland explained that the object of the Bill
was to render Wills valid though the name of the testator
happened to be signed at some distance from the end of the
Wiil, or at the side of the paze, or on the top of the next
page. According to the exisiing law they were null and
void uuless the signature was close at the foot or end of the
Wil

The Bill was reported agreed to without amendment.

The Llouse then adjourned for ove hour.

AFTERNOON,

Committee on report of spscial Committee on the non-
completion of the Journals ot lust session, alter a discussion
in which several Members took part, rose without report-
ing, with the understanding that the work would be com-
pleted as speedily as possible.

The Hon. Mr. Haviland introduced a Bill providing fur
the separation ol the ollices of Clerk of the Executive und
Legislative Councils, and for other purposes.  The objeet of
the measure was the facilitating the public business by pro-
viding an improved system, at a merely nomisial addition to
the sum already paid.  After a few remarks which will be
given in due time, the Biil was read a fitst time.

THURsDAY, Feb. 23,

The following petitions were presented,—by Mr. J. Yeo, from
inhabitants of Lot 123 by Mr. Owen, from whabitants of Dundas
Settlement; by Mr. Kmght, from iwhabitants of Chepstow Back
Settlement,—aull praying for lmprovement of road communication.

Mr. McNeill, according to notice, introduced a Bill, requiring
that all Government accounts be rendered, and kept, du"“:
and cents, which was read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Haviland preseanted a Bill, for the better apprehension
of certain ofienders. Read u first tme, and otdcreﬂpp{o be read
a secoud time Lo-morrow,

Hoa. Mrs Haviland then moved the second reading of the Bill
for lepaJ‘ ihu‘ the otlices of Clerk of the Executive auuls lm;isluml-e
Councils of the Island, and for oiher
Considerable discassion ensued,

purposes theremn mentioned .

) (which will be given in the ex-
tended debates), in 1eference 10 the prineiples ot the Bill, when

it was read and committed 10 4 Commitiee of the whole Llouse.
ogress was reported, and the House adjourned
AFTERNOON SITTING.
The Committee was resuimned
whole of tius sitting.

» and the discussion occopied the

Frivay, Febroary 24.

The following Petitions were presented:—By Me. MeNeill
from Andrew Miller, praying remuneration fuy building
lbu(m'ent of a bridge; also from James Robertson, Monta-
gue River, and from Ales. McDonald, both praying cam-
pensation for ronds run through their land. Ly Hon. Mr
Kelly. from Inliabitauts of Lots 35 and 30, praying a grant
10 build an additional bloek to the whart at Battery l?uinl;
ulso a petition from a vumber of mechanies aud others,
praying for the enactment of a law to detain ships uutil the
workmen employed in their construction be paid—said pe-
tition was referred to a special committee, consisting of
llo{ns. Messrs. Kelly, Thornton and Mr, Sinclair, to ex-
aswine the gare and repert thereon. '

Hon. Mr. Havilend, by command of His Exeediency, luid
belore the House a copy of a Despateh from  the Seeretar
ol State for the Colonies. respecting the pre-payment of p,e-
tage on letters o the Umited Kingdom and heland—peg
and laid on the table.

Mowe discussion having arisen in refetence thereto,
the Speaker called Lon. members to order, as it was usual
to take up the consideration of a Despatel when presented.
Hon. Mr Dariland then introduced a Bill to earry out the
recommendation of the Despateh, which was read a first
time.

Hon. Mr. [faviland moved the second reading of the Bill
to enable the Contpoller of Navigation Laws in this lsland
to grant und issue Fishing Licences to Citizens of the United
States for vessels built in Privee Edward lsland, and owned
by them. A lengthy debate ensued, in the course of which
Hon. Mr. Coles moved the following amendment ;

Fesouvep, That it is inexpedient at present o go into Conmittee
on the said Bill, but that an huwble Address be presented to Her
Majesty, requesting Her Majesty’s Government to negotiate with
the Awmerican Government, with the view of getting that Govern-
ment to reciprocate in the Coasting Frade, and to admit Colonial
buiit Vesscls to American Registry, and that His txﬁelleney be re-
quested to invite the attention of the Governments of the ueighbour-
ing Provinees to this important subject.

This amendment was lost by a division of 20 to 5. For
the amendment—Messrs. Coles, Wightman, Doyle, MeNeill,
J. Yeo.  Against it—DMeoses. Gray, Haviland, Longworth,
Laird, Kelly, Perry, Thornton, Whelsn, Beer, Conroy,
Cooper, Douse, Pavies, Holm, Bowat, Bamsay, Owen, Me-
Aulay, Sinclair, Sutherland.

The House then resolved itsell into a Commistee of the
whole on the Bill, wnd after soms time spent therein, pro-
grese was reported, and the House adjourned.

AYTERNCON SITTING,

The Committee on the Bill for separating the offices of
Clerk of the Executive and Legislative Councils, was re-
sumed, and Mr. Coles’ motion that the Bill be read this
day three months was lost, by a division of 20 to 7. For
the motion—DMessrs Coles. Kelly, Cooper, Doyle, Sinclair,
Sutherland and Whelan.  Against it—Messrs. Beer, Douse,
Davies, Gray. Haviland, Howat, Holm, Couroy, Longworth .
Laird, MeNeill, MeAulay, Perry, Pope. Montgomery,Owen,.
Ramsay, Thoraton, Wightman, Joku Yeo. Sume petitivne
were presented.

Saturpay, February 25.

Mr. Holm, from the Committee apponted to receive Ten-
ders for Printing 75 eopies of the Debates, reported that
two proposals had been received—one from Mr. Ings, stat-
ing that he would publish them for a similar sum to that
which he reecived last year for like service ; and the other
from Mr. Whelan, offering to print them for whatever sum
the House wight deem sufficient. Hon. members scemed
generally to be of opinion that neither of the proposals ses.t
to the Commiitee were Tenders, and ought not to have been
received. Svme were disposed tu leave the printing of the
Parliamentary Reporter as it was last year. Others op-
posed this propos tion, as they considered 1t an unnecesrary
expense that the House shou!d pay for two sets of the Re-
porter, one from Mr. Ings and the other from Mr. Whelan.
With respect to printing the Debates in the Newspapers,
Hons. Col. Gray, Havilund, Laird, Messrs. lHolm, Conroy,
and others, thought it ought not to be coufined to the
Islander and Examiner, but thrown open to all.  Hon. Mr.
Thornton said, if the reports were to be pub.ished in all
the papeis, it would be neeessary to see they were printed
correctly.  Last yeur a change had been made in the Re-

porter's manaseript in one of the Printing Offives. The
expression Thornton, Wightman and Conroy wereabsent,””
was made to read, ** Thornton, Wightman and Couroy did
not vote.”” e wished this statement to go abroad, in or-
der that the printers might be more careful.

Tae following resulution was then agieed to, viz:

Resonvep, That the Printing of the Seventy-five copies «f the
Parliamentary Reportor be put up to public tender, specitying the
lowest sum for which the work will be performed; and tuat the
printing of the debates be thrown open to the public newspapers,
sabject to sueh gratuity as the House may deem fit to graut at the
cluse of the Session.

The I use then resolvel itsell into a Committee of the
whaole,to eousider the Bill for the better apprebension of cer-
tain OF nders. The ohject of the Bill is to give efieet in this
Island to Warrants issued in the neighbouring Provinces
for the apprebersion of Offenders who may have esc.ped to
this Colony, provided that they be signed by one of the
Judges of the Island, and executed within a certuin time.
The Bill was reported agreed to without amendwent, when
the House adjourued.

AFTERNOON SITTING.

Hon. Mr. Iaviland moved the second reading of the Bill
authirising the indorsee of u Bill ol Lading to sue in #is
own name, which motion elicited no - discussion, and the
Bill was agreed o without awendwent or division.

Mospay Artexnoon, Feb. 27.

After the presentation of some petitions, Hon. Col. Gray
reported trom the special commiiiee appointed to receive
tenders for printing the Pacliamentsry Reporier for ihe
Dessivn,

The committee had received tenders, in answer 1o their pro=
posal, tor tie pridting aud biuding 75 copies of the Debares,
from—

Mr. Juhin Tngs—to furnish 75 bound volumes, and one loose
sheet for each wewmber of the House, as the work pruceeded,
for £37 10<; Mr J. B. Cooper—10s. per copy, or whele
work for £37 10s., and he wouid priot them in the Munitor
newspaper for such additional sum as the House might grant;
Mr. Geo. T Haszard—9s. 94. per copy.

On motion of the How. M. Thoruton, the report was re-
ferred 1 a cou mittee of the whole tlouse.  Mr. llowat in
the Chair.

A protracied discussion ensued, in which it appeared that
Mc. Haszard had, after the ume specified in the propusals for
the reception of tenders, withdrawn s first, and, alier com-
municaiion with some wembers of the commiitee, had put in
a second tender. “Tins irregularity was vhjocied o by Hou.
Messrs. Coles, Thoruton, and oihers, who reprobated the con-
duct of the conunittee as irregular and unfair 10 the other
competitors. That the chairman had wmproperly held com-
muzcation with Mr. Haszard 1 the House, during the time
of prayers, and while the journals of e previous day were
being read. A long conversation, of a somew hat personal
nature, took place.  The result was, 1L at 1he special commit-
tee aduitied tiie toree of the arguments against their report i
tavor of Mr. Haszard's tender, as not having been received 1a
time; and alter an unsuceesstul motion by Mr. Beer, who
urged that Mr. Couper’s proposal be aceepred, as Mr. Togs,
being Queen’s Printer, had already enough 1o do, Mr. lugs’
“teader was accepied.  Hon. Mr. Coles, and others, intimated
that they iutended 1o Lopute no improper mouves o the
commitee, but ohjecied to the irregulanity of the proceedings,
which might render such a course liable tv suspicion of fa-
voritism.

‘The report, amended by omitiing reference 10 Mr. Has-
zard’s tender, and recommenuing that Mr. lugs' be aceepted,
was theu agreed to. :

In answer 10 a question put by Mr. Cooper 10 1he Govern-
ment, on the subject of a claim by Joun MclLellan, ksq ,
comiractor for aliering a line of Road and building a Bridge
over Black Poud, near Souris, the Hon. member Mr. Long-
worth siated that the records of the Jourcals and in the Road
Carrespondehit’s office were not sufficiemly explanatory. One
of the votes for 1he service specificd thar Mr. Mebellan was
10 pav £20 1owards the work, aud there was no evidence that
ke had done so.

Mr. Cooper explained that by the award of the Commis.
sioners that awount weuld have 1o be paid in essh by Mr,
Mclellan, but as a matrer of course, when he wok the cous
traci, he was the ouly person 1o receive the money, and there-
fore no account of tis laving paid bimself was necessary.

How. Mr, Longworty expressed hunself satisfied wih the
explanation,—Mr. McLellau had applied for the whole amount

voied, without giviug the Government credu fo: the amount
aeferred 10,

Hon. Me. Longworth reported from special commiitee on
Expining Laws,

Afier preseutation of sume petitions, the Iouse adjourned.
Tuespay, Feb 28,

Mr. Cooper presented a petition from Raymond Camphell,
prayiog fora grant equal 10 a sum of money 1hét Le bad
traosmitted through the Post Office, but which had never beey
received by the party 0 whom 1t was sest. Read aud laid
on the 1atfe,

The House tien weat into Commitiee an the repart of the
Committee on expirmg Laws.  Several resolutious were ve-
ported agreed 1o, snd a Committee appotuted ta biing in Bills
1 accordanee therewith,

The (u!luuiug ills were read a third rime and passed, via
A Bul for separating 1he offices of Olerk of the Fxecutive
and Legislative Councils, and for other purposes theremn
westoned ; aud a Bl fur the better apprebession of ectiain

offeuders.

Wenyespay, Feb. 23
: Hon Col. Gray presented a petition from inhahitants of
Cherry Valley, &e., praying for the establishment of a Post
Ofie; alsp from inhabitants of Lot 50, praying for a grant
to build a Whaef.

Hon. Mr. Yoo presenteda petition from Colo Arsneaux
praying that extra money paid for Land Tax might be re.
fonded 5 also a petition from Alex. B. Holland, Pust mus
ter, St. Eleanor's, praying an inerease of salary.

Mr. Ramsay presented a petition from certain inhabitants
of Prince County, praying for the erectim of Light-houses
ou the North Cape and ou the East Puint of this Island.




