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RUSSIA AND THE CZAR*
SECOND ARTICLE.

As to the personal appearance of the
Czar, we exhibit the portrait furnished by
of commanding stature

pect of any living sovereign, per-
fect as he is colossal in the propor n ns of
his form, he may really be nnk-d among
the handsomest men in Eusrope. When
the whole of his Guard, consisting of 60,-
000 of the picked men of his empire, is
reviewed by him in the Champ de Mars,
the eye of the spectator may vainly wan-
der over its ranks to find any one wor-
thy of comparison with him for figure, for
manly beauty, or for majesty of mien.
When be gives the word of command the
deep and sonorous tones of his voice thrill,
distinctly audible over the vast plain where
an army is mancuvring or & crowd looking
on, as different from the voices of his nume-
rous commanders as the notes of an organ
from the treble of a child. Heis seer how-
ever, to more advantage on foot than on
k; because being a stiff and a

very timid rider, the chargers he rides in
public have always been maneged into the
rocking-horse canter of the pi -bl- beasts
which figure in th> theatrical circu
the eyes of an Englishman, this
fies very muterinlly the
pl d-d equestrian figure
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akes away from the awe which
figure and features cannot fail

and rather

ma)
to excite.

“The Emperor Nicholas is, besides, too
much of the actor; and it is notwithstanding
this manaerism, not because of it, th:
reality of hi wer imposes on his subjec
to the stranger, who is indifferent to hi
favour or displeasure, it is speedily obvious.
general knowledge
and acquirements, few have the pnnlere
of judging; but,
present day, and
rank, he s,

-7
rs §

without
Frtnch and
as his mother-
tongue; the English he has learned, like ull
the other members of the imperial family in
the past and present generation, from very
illiterate Scotch nurses and attendants,
whoso homely fidelity h ays been ap-
reciated in their nursery, lnd with whom
icholas and his empress not unl'requenlly
condescend to drink tea. ‘rom
people the imperial family seem to d.me
many of their ideas of the English, and,
including the emperor, are evidently gross-
ly ignorant of the condition and the usages
of British society. Thus the Grand Duke
Michael, the emperor’s brother, meets the
clergyman of the British factory of St.
Petersburg in the stre and addresses
him in English with —your
ey ow are vou?"" This is from no inten-
tion to insult, but only from his ignorance,
not only of the true bearing of the words
but of the distinctions of society,

treaties of tl
of

posing in mien, and endowed with uncom-
mon beauty of face, he has what is called
le ’b’lﬁm de son role—the figure for his
part. Heis Htmly the monarch in his ap-
is gt

pearance. heavy and

rather stiff, certainly is wanting in grace,
but denotes unnﬂh and power.
smile is -mmng.

His
is voice sonorous nnd

Nfull?.

of beauty
of the German type. His eyes alone, which
are large and prominent, have something

sinister in their expression; and when one
looks full and steadily into them, all the
charm of his beauty disappears. Sober in
bis_tastes, moderate in his passions, and
desirous of enforcing military discipline by
the power of bis own example, he

upon a camp-bed; eats moderately, wil
regard to choice of food; drinks but
wine, and that mixed with water; rises
early, and lahours hard, though unfortu-
n-tolly with little discernment. The minute
details of military costume, parades, and
reviews, absorb much more o

than the weighty -I-m and material nect

L of the empire. Upon the former he
bestows hours; moments only he devotes to
the calls of real duty, and to topics which

he longer

wight bring him ) glory.
one dwells upon his character, the more
evident 1s it how strangely a mistaken course
lead the finest qualiti s
fe is as full of contradictions a
lic—th ural consequence of an utter
founded upon sound

an affectionate

He
father, yet tyrannises over his children,

moral_principle.

who fear and shun him; he is an attentive
husband, yet keeps mistresses, and exhi-
bits them to his court, as if defying any one
to attempt to oppose his r-nciu At one
time, he is kind and humane; at another,
harsh, cruel, and inflexible as the
him. He never excuses the slightest diffe
rence of opinion; yet is full of forbearance
for those guilty of vice and crime, and for
every kind of corrupt buseness. He will
forgive the highest degree of moral turpi-
tude in his favourites, yet punish the small-
est contradictions of his preconceived no-
tions with implacable severity. Domestic
affection, friendship, love of countr)
 lity to religious or pul ical principle
0 many crimes in his eyes when at vari-
ance with his ideas, or when they become
proofs of iudependence of character in thase
who cherish them. How is it possible to
govern a community, whatever its nature,

from which ull seeds of vigour and greatness
are crushed out, and the only means em-
ployed are such a

tend to corrupt and
ideu is the key to the
This system will yet
work out the punishment of his pride—a
er)
to have enabled him
Fate placed
him upon a height too lofty for hi
principle of despotic -mhouly h
day he could only

fact to be regretted, for this man had
advantage necessa

again by evil
weans, and these in the cnd must work out

ny occurrences in his private life
arise in my memory, which illustrate the
ons of which I have been speak-

. Thus, I saw him refuse a slight com-
mutation of the sentence of a political
offender, notwithstanding the earnest en-
er tears

and about the e

his lood-;umunr towards a personuge (o
whom his character as a clergyman renders
such expressions indecent from any wan on
earth,

few princes have borne a more unble:
ed private character than t

elf heard him utter, in behalf of
a favourite, words too. memorable not 10 be

* General koff, now minister of the
inur r. uun governor-general of three
d ut the head of the Court of
uunmy by choow
without mercy the inhab

pmamm
first ime since the reign of Peter I., en-
d.avoured to enfore its rigid administration
according to law, with how little success
will wn hereafter. Naturally desi-

rous, whenever the weighter personal in-

and empire, whose well
long to him, must be
own as n..u of the proprietor with his estate

d d with the barren
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active philanthropy—
ike his brother Alexander, whose indulence
rendered the reign of a_benevolently inten-

reigns, d b,

duties such an undertaking entails upon
him, actually in person. On the
other hand, he seems to entertain the most
exalted ideas of the sacredness of his high
prerogative and divine right; and the first
© ration that actuates him seems to be
the mu-mune- of his integrity. Severe
and vindi lemenc; bu never shewn

nulf-m.n rtues.

Not less striking is the portrait of the Czar
drawn by Count Gurovski, who has been
his chn-hrhl- He sa; Th Emperor
Nicholas, born, July 6, 1796, is gow fifty-
seven years of age. in etature, im~

came the genera
the full consent of the complacent husband.
When this shaneful transaction reached
the ears of the emperor, he expressed the
deep interest he felt in the condition of
ubjects in the

t him  alo adding, in
between the genetal
* We must over-

wi
ething for o I‘ne-d-l d
hns, as may be imagined, corruption
goes on apace, without let or hinderunce.
“I'h® following proof of this, I feel sure, will
hardly be credited by my readers as ha
occurred in one of the so-called ci
courts of Europe.
to present some mark of estee;
mous singer Rubini, procured a watch

ly set with diamouds, which she exhibited
at an evenin, -pcrty at court to the general
admiration o f‘nnnl among whom
was the Pn-c- of Prussia, her brother.
id_jewel bad been duly
admired, it was handed v

be

the enam=

New. Series. No. 194,
elled one having apparently

melted awa,
in the hands of the courtiers, 4
“Such examples illustrate forcibly m
assertion, that uncontrolled power ten
powerfully to evil. An energetic character
and strong will may attempt to cheek the
current, but in vain. But there can be no
barrier set to the ~radual development of
corruption and iniquity, for these are neces-
sani lhe instruments of despotism.

e Emperor Nicholas is W
ot 1A 1 world, that the unity
of all the material forces of a nation, the
concentration of all political power in one
hand, combined with thn energy of all in-
herent in a character carved the livi
it to preserve :’

sul

sive of liberty, morali
humanity ; that. a pation evem, sti
infancy, must be.ruled in accordance with
the laws of gradual emancipation and, de-
velopment; that it is im to a
people into a retrograde course; and that
no man can have power sufficient to stay
of Providence in their steady and
ible pmlre-
At the present moment, after a long
mgn of thirty years, we wee the emperor
ussia forced to risk all his chances for
lhe future upon a single card, with all the
interests of morality, human mnu,
material improvement, and civilisation
agniost him. Let him suffer one serious
defeat, and he is lost? What has placed
him in this position? I it skill? la it great-
ness?

There is something of the fatalistic
improvidence of the Oreientals in the cha-
racter of the n: he enjoys the present
without caring for the future; he -pcod-
his money without keeping _account; if
prs-ud he mortgages his serfs to the im-
, which never refuses money
upon -uc ucnm ; he does not trouble
ind with npuyln' the debt, or provid-
for the interest due and ourdno, until
dispossessed of his slaves, who are
cal away into the imperial Gomain.
Nowhere in the world do the fortunes of

is dissipated by their sons or grandsons, if
the emperor has not previously transformed
the estates to some otlm mmbcr of the
family, or ¢ hem _altogether to

e crown; until 'll'll an imperial smile
restores them to some lucky descendant of
the punished man. Thero is no security
either for person or property. Hoarding
does not avail here, as in the Mohammedan
East; nor is it in the character of the Rus-
spending, therefore, is the general
policy.  There is no such extravagant
aristocracy in the world as the Russian;
but this extravagance is by far more Orien-
tial than Western, The ‘Russian speids

his mon2y, not so much in the enjoyment
ofths beautiful, as of the rare and costly.
, because

s oysters in St. Petersbr
lhuy are not to be found in the
cost sveral shillings apiece; whilst i
don he despises gt buys
you mny shew us unique. Wbon admiring
in ltaly or Paris a work of art, he does not
care so much about the price, or the beauty
and artistical value, as about the celebrity
ofthe picture or statue. If it is not yet
described and praised in  the
archwology and art, he does not care for
it. Gems of peculiar size or colour, Cash-
mere shawls and rich furs, are as highly
valued in Russia as they formerly were at
Constantinople and Ispaban. The luxury
of St. Petersburg, as well .utuam-, is
more barbaric than refined. ra
and the Ballet, and the last fuhmbh
work of Paris, are the staple of conversa-
tion; sentimental phrases, courteou
cdom iments, are addressed to thy hdiel
lancing and music and gossipping g
young people affect to b-'nnd o o world;
old oues play at cards, and enjoy the plea-
sures of the table; but the attentive observ-
er is soon struck by the utter shallowness
of the society. It is still more flippant,
more hollow, mare unprincipled, more reck-
less, than lho aristocracy of Vienna. No
serious thought is tolera -
bred men; and whoever has the ne
must concesl the fact by
recklessness in his conduct
The dissipation and pmdn.nluy of uemy
have a most permc-ou- ‘ influence on the
morals of the people. The pay of the offi-
r

cials small, not commensurate to

wants: it is now as it was regulated by the
Em| Catherine .oml"#n years ago.
But whilst the necensaries nf life_have be-

eome more expensive the value of the Rus-
sian currency has been do«normd, and
the officials ure paid in_paper, not in cash.
Itis umly .-po-»l- for them nu-, p
-nd to live




