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SIR LOUIS DAVIES
AND THE ELECTION LAW.,

WEe urderstand that Sir Lou:s Davies
has instructed his'canvassers that the pro-
vieions of the election law regarding ob-
jected votes will enable them to sscertain
bow the electors mark their ballots. Ac-
cording to 8ir Leuis the process is quite
simple, All' that bas to be done is to
make an oljection at the time of polling,
which will lead (o the ballot being num-
bered. On counting the ballots the deputy
returning cffiser can compare the number
on the ballot with the corresponding num»
ber on the poll book,— —and they nave the
whole story.

We are aware that the railway men and
other cfficiale are being told that the
recrecy ot their vote is gone. Even if all
this were true, it is more than douktful if
Sir Louis would reap sny benefit from it,
a8 it is certain that the Conservatives
will be in power after the election.

But it is not true,—and kereby hangs a
tale, Bir Louie Davies deliberately at-
tempted to destroy the secrecy of the bal«
lot in the case of these ol jeated votes. At
almost the last etage in committee in the
Eouse of Commous he rucceeded in pu'»
ting in a clauee 1o cffect this ctjects It
appears that he is of the opinion that his
trick succeeded.  After his departure for
y Perie, and while the bill wae in commitiee
iu the Bepate, Senator Ferguson discover-
ed what wae beivg attempted, and amend-
ed the bill. Ir order that the public may
underetand the matter ful'y we produce
exiracts from the bill as it left tke Com-
mons, and as it finally became law. Sec-
tion 96 i8 headed * Secrecy of Voting,”
and contains 8 sube~seciionr, the first of
whichdeclares what are the offences agaiast
the secrecy of the ballot and the 8th fixes
tbhe peralty. Here is eub-gection 5, as it
pasted the Commone:

“* No candidate, c flicer, clerk, ageunt or
other perton thall communicate atany
tlme ‘0 Auy p¢rson apy luformailon as to
the number on tue back cof the ballot
paper given to any voter ata polling
slation, or attempt to ascertain at the
counting uf votes thenumker on the back
of wny ballot psper, but this provision shall
not apply to ballots marked in accordance
with sections 67 or 74 of this Aet.”

Tobe words in italice are these 8ir Louis
ioseried 1a the Ecu-e f Commotes : sec~
vivn 67 18 theone which provides for the
oumbering of cljected ballots in Prince
fiwa:d I lard. The oljectof Eir Loais’
amerdment is p'ain. It was interded to
remove the okl gaticn of secrecy regarding
tnrese clbjecied votes in Prince Edward
[ lacd. His gsme was epoilt by the
Senate when the italiciced worde were
8 ruck out.

I've CSenate’s ' acticn relsins the full
obligaticn of eccrecy on every person ccu-
vected wiih the electico, erd Lereis the
penslty for a violation of that obligation.
[tis, a8 we have said, etub section 8 of
section 96 :

"E.very ove who violates ary prcvisions
of this eecticn (ircludivg sub sece b ux
ameonded by 1he Sevat: ) sh:li be guily of
an indictable cftence, and liable to =
penalty, not exceeding two hundred dol<
lars, and (o impriconment for any term
not exceeding 8 X mouthe, with or withs
out hard labor, in default of payment of
cuch penalty.”

Grit canvaseers wil! do well to consult
Sir Louie sgain on this eut ject; acd if they
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of aecertaining huw they may mark their

ballots !
The echewe appears to bave been to
objeot to volers of undoubtedly good

qualifications with a view to fiad out fer
whom they voted. B8ir Lomis did his
bast to make the sckeme workable, but he
failed.

We atk all electors who value honesty
and the secrecy cf the ballet to decide
whether Bir Louie is worthy of their sup-

port.

In this conncetion the Mail and Empire
refere to the ballote cast in the other Pro-
vinces of Canads, where there is registra-
tion, snd says :

“ It muet mot be forgotien that in the
Federal election the coercive numbered
ballot—the ballot that can be traced—is
not used. If Laurier had proposed that
outrage, Parliament would be sittiog yet,
or elee the Senate would have stopped it.
The Federal ballot 1s a ballot with (wo

stubs. There are aumbers on the atubs
10 provide sagainat fraud. When
the elector acks for a

ballot the reiurzing officer pulls off one
nu obered stub and retains it, On the

retarn of the bailot after it is marked
the cfficer sees thatthe number on the
remaiming slub corresponds with that on
the stub that hie been removed, Then

he puils off tce other stub, and depoaitll
the ballot in thebox. There are ne

marke on the ballot by whicb il cam be

idecufied. Every elector can thus vote

with absolute eecurity that the Govern-

went or 1ts agents cannot diecover how

bhe hss marked hie ballo's ”
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FROM BLAIR TO ILAURIER.

DxepaIRING of satis act on frcm Mr, Blair,
the Ciiy Counrcil ef St. Jobn pew turae to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. At the last meetiong
the Council psassed the following reso-
letion by & vote of 7 0 6 :—

To the Right Hoo. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, P
C., Premier of Canads :

Resolved, that thie Courcil earnestly
requests your government to make such
srrapgiment with the Canadian Pacidc
Railway Company as may ecable that
railroad to contioue its wiuter export bus

iness through the port of 8t. John duriog
the coming winter, in the same munnoer as
it has beeu conducted for some years past.
We urge this most strongly, as during the

past year steamships engaged o
nandling this business have
made eixty-turee trips, inmvolvin

a disbureement of at least $3,000 for each
vess. |, louded. Sipce the winter port busi~
vess began other portions of this province
have become deeply interested in the gup~
plying of hay and other agricnltural pro~
ducts to these steamere, which resulis iu
the disiribution through several counties
of a large amount of money. Besides thie,
a considerable portion of our populaticn
has come to rely, more and meoere, upon
ikis employment as a means of livelihooa
during the winter, and the sudden wiih-
drawal of euch employment wounld entail
great hardship. Kor this we see no com
peneation, as the henorable the minisier
of railways and cansals hae stated that he
18 unable to accept the cffer of President
Sbaughneesy to transferto the lntercolon~
1al raliway, at Montreal, the winter busi-
ness of the Canadian Pacifis railway dur«
ing the coming season,”

The next beet thing that St. John can
i do is to do what it can (o return a patriots
ic aud capable government to power,

— It is to be remembered thata balle:
marked for any Goverrmeot candidate
will Le a ballot marked for Tarte,

Mail and Empire: “How many will join
in the Globe’s burrab for five years more
cftie full milk-pail ? Has not the country
long enough siwod cow to the gang of
which the Globe is the most enterprising
operator ? Five years more and she would
be milked dry.”

Montreal Gazette : “The diesolution of

wigh to eccape the two hurdred dollars
penalty or imprisorment and bard labor
they will cease canvaeeing railway men

with a threat that they heve 1he means '

the Briush Parliameot has had the effect
|of turning all the leading Liberals into
{South Atrican annexationists. Mr. Cham-
' berlain is geitivg his viodication from
thore who were Jeast apxicus 10 give it.
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Our BICYCLE LIVERY
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All new whees,

Lock at‘our a:sortmenc of

NEW BICYCLES,

We have all world Leade” .

Your Biaycle to’our repair shop for satistactcry eepairs.

MARK WRIGHT & CO0.. LTD

Heome Makers,

An Extraordinary
All Wool Underwrear

$400.00 Worth of Cddments in
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Underwear for Boys and My

Perhzps you M:-'i;i
garment to fill y fu.,,

fall wear,

| We will save you '
(dollar, If you yget*: "

Fall Overcoals
to +uit you in the lof, =

In |
Scotch Lambs Wog) Unden

l
. 500 for $4.00.
- Whm Gor d §We§§ofch Laszf \2201 Dhiar
|

Opportunity

wear at $4.00 for $3.90.
Scotch Lamts Wool [

: } $10.60 quality for7$8.00 wear $3.00 for $2.60,
See wur special Floge]
0

% @ur $12 Coat is selling for $10 lined at $1.00,

485 Boy's Fall Reefers, 75c, $1.60, $1.25, |
and $1.985. Larger sizes $2.00, and $2.50. e

Cur Special Ulster at $3.75

Is the wonder of the age

cloth worth thei mouey, making
and trimmiug for nothing.

300 Mens Overcoats $3.75,

At 31.£0, $2¢

$5,00, See this coat, three
- : . U/ _ ‘ end $3,25.
1 |l|Z colers enly §5.00. il |£'i'i1' A
-8 “"fl.l,lfﬂ:“.& h ikl '
A great drive in Gents Scarfe. Cleaning up stocks means loss of money to us but ifig
Yyour gain, Big baskets of Men’s Scarfs for Saturday N

150 Pairs Fall Gloves, all colors $1.00 $':25 and $1 50.

85 Bleck Moreen Skirts at $1.75 worth 82.50.

30 kieces All Wool Tweeds, worth $1.00 and $1.35 for 75c. Good stuff for Tailorg
Made Suits. |

85 Rainproof Coats half price.

’ : 150 Fall an1 Winter Coats at'half price, All chey ned
18 a little alteration for 1900. “

€5 Boy's Sailor Caps 25¢, 35¢ and 45c.
A big table full of Caps 15¢, many worth 40c.

30 Fur Ceats and 85 Fur Lined Capes at prices that cannot

-

- ‘.‘
ke duplicated.
Special prics on all Fur goods.
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