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|'The Tiny Folk

(A real story of real children
for very young children) l

The play house at Laurie's was
a fascinating place to his play-
mates, especially Susan. Being a
girl, she dearly loved to play at
being mother. Anna and Lynne
liked to play in there too, and, if
Linda was allowc . out it made it
that much better.

This sunny morning was a bit
cool after the thunderstorm of the
evening before, so the children
were quite content to play inside.
With the three girls, Laurie, David
and Frisky all inside, the play-
house was really over crowded,
but they did not seem to mind.

Anna had made a stove out of
some bricks, much like an out-
door stove she had seen in a story
book. With her frying pan on 1t
she was quite busy frying steak
for dinner. The steak was really
large pieces «f bark gathered from
the wood pile, but you could pre-
tend it was real, couldn't you?
Lynne and Susan were quite taken
up making little cup cakes. They
pressed the wet sand into a little
cup, then carefully turned it out
again on a piece of shingle. What
pretty cakes it formed. With a
tiny white pebble stuck in  the
centre of each, they look quite like
the fancy cakes you see in the
magazines.

What were the boys doing? Lau-
rie had taken out Ginger, and
all his time was occupied in try-
ing to pull long stockings up over
the teddy's chubly legs. David,
being barely three, was content
to just sit and watch it all

“Isn't this a cosy house’ I'd
like to live here all the time,”
said Anna

“We couldn’'t sleep in here. for
there aren't any beds,” protested

Lynne
“But we have a table. We could
eat on here,”” Laurie put in

“We make believe we eat these
cakes and this steak.” said Anna.
“But I mean really eat our
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NUulrte .
Polly Chuck worried every min-
ute she was awake, How could she
ever manage to keep all of them
out of mischief, and especially keep

separate worry, But strange to say,
the smallest one was the biggest
worry. You seé he was pushed a-
round by his brothers and sisters.
They crowded him away from the
food that mother led them. to.

By Thorton
A WORRIED MOTHER

| The most important thing fo know,
Is food that's best to make onme
| grow.

—Polly Chuck.

Polly Chuck was worried. Yes,
' sir Polly Chuck was worried. Any
! mother with eight children is bound
'to be worried. There were eight little
ichucks playing around the doorway
| of the underground home under the
old apple tree on the edge of the
| Old Pasture. When Peter Rabbit
saw that big family for the first
time he went back home to the dear
| Old Briar-patch and told little Mrs
| Peter about it.
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Each one of them was a separate
worry.
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| “Polly Chuck has geven and a
half children,” said Peter.

Mrs. Peter didn't see the twinkle
in his eyes when he said that. ‘What

They knocked him out. All the
others were growing, because all
of them were getting plenty to eat.
Runty wasn't getting plenty to eat,
so he wasn't growing as fast as the
. ! ; others. When mother saw this she
Chuck's big family, you will Know|yags more worried than ever, She did
what I mean. One of those little |ner pest to keep the others away
Chucks is only half as big as his|f.om him, but she couldn’t be on
brothers and sisters. He's a runt.ihand all.the time to do this, The
So I till say that Polly Chuck has'minute her back was turned, poor
only seven and a half children.” |little Runty was picked on by his

Mrs, Peter sniffed and turned her |prothers and sisters who were 8o
back on Peter. “Silly,” said she.'mych bigger. They were not mean
and went out to get a mouthfullyy him purposely. They were just
of sweet clover. | thoughtless. But Runty was so small

It was true that Polly Chuck'pe couldn't protect himself; he
had one baby only half as big as! ouldn’t fight back. Never was there
any of the others, a runt as onely prore ‘unhappy little chuck. And in
not so big as he should be is called. |55 far as he could see things were
Because of his small size he “'i‘slnot likely to grow any better. In
‘IucL, they were likely to grow worse.

Polly Chuck saw this, and wor-
ried. She was sure that something
Susan added her little bit. would happen to Runty, something
saved a sandwich for him.” | dreadful, simply because he wasn't

“And a few -of our crusts too."” |big enough to look out for him-
giggled Laurie mischicvously. “"We |self, Whenever she went away to

W. Burgess

Peter chuckled. He was chuckling
over his own joke. “My dear, if
you'll go with me to see Polly

we had a real supper.”
““And Frisky had a bite too,”

“We

Page, trying to look displeased be-
cause they hadn't eaten all their
crusts. But she had a twinkle in
her eye as she looked at their
merry faces. “'Out you go and play
till bedtime.”

“Thank you for the picnic. We'll
have one another day,” they called
back as they ran out the door.

DAILY CROSSWORD

happened Yo Runty.

“I wish,” said Polly Chuck to
Johnny Chuck, “that I knew of some
way of making that little fellow
grow. Then I wouldn't worry 8o
much.”

“It's all a matter of food; that's
all,” said Johnny Chuck.
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them safe? Each one of them was & |'

Tippy and ""Cap" Stubs

~

Dolly Dipple

thought they'd be good for his!look for a new clover patch she|
teeth." _ worried for fear that on her re-
Run along then, said  Mrs. |y she. would find somett had |-

Henry
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dinner in here. I wonder if Mom- |under the sun do you mean?” de-
my would let us. I'm going to ask manded Mrs. Peter. “Either she has
her right now,” and Laurie ra('ed_'seven children or she has eight.

excitedly to the house to tell his
mother about his bright idea.

His mother looked at his eager
face, and smiled. "*Yes, you may
eat in your playhouse tonight. It
is just as hour until supper time,
so you run out to play. T'll fix
your supper, then you can all help
to take it out. Susan will have
to ask her mother if she
David may stay too."”

“We're going to eat out here!
We're going to eat out here!' cal-
led Laurie as he raced back to
the playhouse, skipping high and
waving his arms in wide circles.

In the house Mrs. Page got busy
making up plates of sandwiches.
She hulled and washed strawber-
rires and covered them with sugar
and cream. From the cupboard she

and

took pretty chocolate cup cakes
with colorfd" icing, and sugar
cookies full of fat raisins. She

filled a pitcher of cold milk, then
called the children. That was once

Who ever heard of anyone having
half a child?”

needed.
to carry
as they called

that only one call was
They came racing over
out their *“picnic"”
1t.

Anna carried one plate of sand-
wiches, Lynne another. Susan had
dishes of berries and the sppons
on a tray. Laurie carried the glas-
ses while David came behind with
a little basket with cookies and the
cup cakes in it. Mrs. Page brought
a table cloth and stayed to sece
that they had everything they
needed.

Baby Linda stood at the back
door of the house and called out
to them. She wanted to go out too,
but her mother decided she had
better eat with her Daddy in the
house. She cried a bit, but stop.
ped when her own supper was
placed before her. Every now and
then shouts of laughter from the
play house drifted in through the
open window. Mr. Page looked
across the table and smiled as
he said. “The children seem to
be having lots of fun. They must
be enjoying themselves, if noise
and laughter is any sign of a good
time.”

| came carrying their dishes. Not a
| crumb was left on the plates.
| “We cleaned - them . all
laughed Anna.

| “We were really hungry,” spoke
up Laurie. ~

\ “It was fun to eat out there,”
| said Lynne. “We always had mud
pies before, and once Baby Lin&a
tried to eat one, but this time

oft,”

Half an hour later in they all|’
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DAILY CRYPTOQUOTE—Here's how to work it:
AXYDLBAAXR/
8 LONGFELLOW,

Ore ! simply stands for another. In this example A & used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, apose >
trophics, the length and formation of the words r'e ¢!l hints.
. . freshel.m taste-gives Each ¢~v the code letters are different. ¢ : E
Chew for enjoyment 2 nice little lift A Cryptogram Quofation » o
W
Want to beat boredom? RIGLEY'S DC DTM YVGWHE MOM, KMA DTPJWB
. !
Chew Wrigley's Spearmint Gum! CHIWING QUM HEM ACIJNMEKVG DTHD HEM I1ARD 5
Helps time pass more pleasantly. REFRE DELICIOUS! NPBDHJD-LHEGOGM. .
SN : Yesterday's Cry : NOR BF AT MAN S '
.. a nywhere. [/ esterday's Cryptoquote: NOR BE, WHAT MAN SHOULD,
Enjoy it anytime, anyw INGY e EVER BE, THE FRIEND OF BEAUTY IN DISTRESS?—
BYRON.
& ALERT, NURSE! HERE COMES MALOVENTI! HE HAS
9 MADAME CHARMIAN WITH THE CHILD (, TRAILED US FROM
g NOW. I_HA\’E TH? LEE“,' PAVE_RS.‘. 4 G‘SSDT::::\:/AENQ (‘;‘,—:‘,AT -
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.THEN SMASH THROUGH THE |
GATE AN' FREE THUE REST OF / |

THE CONVICTS | grmmeme —

== 80 ‘THOSE CROOKS TOOK MY SWITCH
KEY. THEY INTEND TO STEAL A

LOCOMOTIVE AN' SWITCH IT ONTO THE.
— + PRISON SPUR TRACK..
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By Fran Striker -
Bringing Up Father

7

e Palocki

7 THERE NOW...TLL STRAP IT ON YA..,
AN’ JES FEED IT SLOW... AN’ YA'LL
HAVE A GOOD NITES SLEEP,

1 HAD
E-TIME
N TANK,

TSAP THE MOUSE ~NOT THE
CHEESE, YOU KNICKLEHEAD/

VES. T NEED TILLIE
70 HELP ME WITH

THIS PAPER WORK!
GHE MUST BE N ONE

WAIT A MINUTE, BOSS -
Il PUT UP TENTS, BLOW
1P BALLOONS, SELL
TICKETS, BUT...

H,.

T TITVETTIT
131 1| [FATHER, NORMAN WANTS TO HAVE YOU HAD ANY NORMAN SAYS, ARE YOU
e . v KNOW IF YOU WANT HIM TO EXPERIENCE ? KIDDING, HE'S RUINED A 5
’ WAIT A SEC, NORMAN, TAKE CARE OF OUR LAWN, DOZEN LAWNS LIKE OURS
TLL ASK HIM. pog JUST LEARNING -
[ ~ TO DO IT!
*—-W v

Bv Al Cape

Bv Buford

x Bv Carl Anderson

: By Walt Kelly

, By Clifford McBride
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; By Bob Gustafson

) By George McManus




