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1 J. Fox, who conducts stores in
New Yorkand Boston and is prob-
ably the largest retajl Im:r.ar in
the world, has released 65 em-
ployees from his New York prem-
ises due to the slump in fur sales,
The firm regrétted to make this
move but they said that business
was so quiet and they were losing
s much money that lb.hnd to be

done.

Ed Stanton writing in Wcmen’s
west Dally says: “Despite dimin-
ished local interest in buying
smerican raw  skins, purchases
made by or for Europeans have
helped. maintain  some activity
during the recent weeks on items
such as muskrat, mink, raccoon
and other furs. As far as New
york is concerned the appetite for
pelts is rather lethargic —at the
moment with  the exception of
comparative good interest in bet-
ter mink.

Europeans on the other hand.
are said to find today's price lev-
ols fairly attractive and are buy-
ing more than they did at this
lime a year ago, when the dom-
estic markel was competing vig-
orously for merchandise, With less
competition from the Americans—
and the Canadians, who are also
puying  sparingly—the  French,
Italians, Belgians, West Germans,
etc., have been taking on cheaper
types of mink and muskrat, plus
coat raccoon, opossum, beaver.
skunk and foxes. This Is confirm-
ed by the United Fur Brokers, who
note that Europeans are following

their normal pattern of heavy
winter buying,  while Americans
are inclined to walt  when sales

are not up to par.

At the Winnipeg sale held last

TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH
Silver Fox and

Mink Farming |
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wee there was very little differ-
ence between the prices for wild
mink and /those of the previous
month at /the Dominion fur auct-
fon sales. Prices were on the
whole, lower and there was a
definite resistence from the fair
attendance of buyers. In wild mink
fairly seasonable -northern males
sold from $38 to $44; females sold
from $20 to $24; Manitoba central
males went from $35:t0 $37 with
females from $18 to $21. The 15.-
000 ranch mink were withdrawn
because ranchers’ limits were still
too high and the feeling s ‘that
prices will adjust themselves up-
ward.

Arthur C. Prentice, general man-
ager of Canadian Fur Auction
Sales Co. Ltd., Montreal, states
that the present decline of fur
prices is the result of the unex-
pected slump of the last half of
1951 and the attitude of uncer-
tainty which now  surrounds the
market, Analyzing the causes of
the softening of fur prices at a
time when other commodities have
risen to abnormally high levels,
Mr. Prentice comments: “To begin
with we may as well make up our
minds to the fact that the fur
business as well as every com-
mercial enterprise is either hitch-
ed directly or indirectly to the al-
lied defense program. The ordin-
ury forces of supply and demand
no longer function in our present
day economy and for this reason
we are bound to experience artific-
ial fluctuation, some rather pleas-
ant and others equally palnful.”

He comments on the heavy gov-
ernment spending and the efforts
to put the brakes on  consumer
purchasing power through credit
restrictions and severe tax in-
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creases, The result was that the
trade suddenly became awarethat
they had over extended themselwes
and consequently were now oOb-
liged to sustain losses in order to
reduce inventories, As for 1952,
Mr. Prentice feels that there will
be a decided change in merchand-
ising policles as compared with
last season. It is llkely that there

will be a disposition to fill re-
quirements  for merchandise as
needed.

The chinchilla breeders are go-
ing merrily along even though
their pelts are not featured in any
of the markets and no prices have
been established for them. Last
week 200 live chinchillas were
entered in a show in Colorado with
entries from nine other states and
in this week's Colller’s magazine is
a couple of pages giving the story
of chinchillas and the few remain-
ing speciments being brought by a
Mr. Chapman from the Andes in
Chill and domesticated in the
United States.

My recollection of chinchilla is
seeing it at C. M. Lampson &
Company’s in 1926. The fur was
very similar to pearl platinum
mink but longer. It had a greyish
blue color. There was nothing par-

the warehouse man saild that they
had been in good demand but
there was. very little sale for them
at that time and very few arriving
on the markets. The coats illu-
strated in Colller's have a very

ion, would not be very attractive.
The Argentine Industrial Center
of Furriers have made sharp com-
ment on the decline of activity in
the fur industry there. As a rea-
son for the drop in business they
give the gradual exhaustion of im-
ported raw furs and the impossi-
bility of replacing them because of
the ban placed by Argentine on
the importation of furs since 1947.
All attempts of both industrialists
and workers’ unions to induce the
government to lift the ban have
failed so far. The scarcity of im-
ported furs has gradually stimu-
lated the demand for domestic
furs, 2specially for nutria.

A nutria coat which in 1945 re-
tailed for 2000 pesos, now costs 15
to 20 thousands pesos. Appreciat-
ing the difficulties of the furriers
the government began on January
21st by abolishing the 20 per cent
luxury tax which had been im-
posed last year on the retail sales
values of furs. In November, 1930,
a new Argentine import tariff was
introduced multiplying duties on
furs nearly ten times. This tariff
has not affected the industry as
imports were not allowed.
¢ —

The Peron regime has been the
means of ostracizing Argentine
from other countries. It has play-
ed havoc with the internal econ-
omy of that very prosperous
country in which  Britain had
fenormous investments in rallrdads
and in cattle ranches and  plants
for the processing of beef. We be-
lieve that most all that investment
had been got rid of by ‘a take-it-
or-leave-it price and for the past
two years Peron has been upping
the price of Argentine beef to
Great Britain. This year he is ask-
ing three times the price of last
year.

Argentine up until 1947 wasone
of our best customers for Canadian
silver and mutation fox pelts. In
1945 two platinums from the Me-
Lure and MacKinnon Silver Fox
Farms, Ltd. were sold for $220
each to an Argentine furrier
through the C.N.S. F. B. A,
large number of other platinums
white faces and silvers went to
that country in the same sale. The
city of Buenos Aires is one of the
finest in the world and was
peopled by very wealthy men and
women whose garments were
mostly purchased in Paris and who
went In for the very best in furs.
Mexico is another country that we
did & large business with in sitver
fox, but apparently it is out of the
picture too.

—_—_

MONTREAL, Feb. 20 —(CP) —
Three of 45 store owners booked
for breaking a holy day closing
by~ law today pleaded guilty and
were fined $40 and costs,

The owners were charged with
remalning open for business Dec.
8, the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. This was the first of
six Roman Catholic holy days
mentioned In a by-law prohibiting
stores from opening on such days.
One of the cases heard today
was postponed until tomorrow and
the others were - postponed until
March 5.
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Rabbits And Hares

One of our school teachers wrote
recently, stating that his pupils
wished to know if what are called
wild rabbits on the Island are rab-
bit or are they hares? The answer
is that our so-called wild rabbits
are hares, Lepus Americanus,
known as ‘the varying hare or
white rabbit. This hare takes its
name from being brown in sum-
mer and white in winter. In milder
climates, further south, this change
is not so marked as it is here. Its
white winter coat is produced on
the approach of snowy weather, by
the actual disappearance of the
brown pigment in the hairs; the
brown coat I8 resumed in the
spring by the moiting of the white
halirs.

This hare ramges from Virginia
to Hudson’s Bay. It never makes
or enters burrows. but lives hoth
day and night with no other shel-
ter than the, thickets. It feeds
largely at night, but is frequently

ticularly attractive about it but|seen near the edge of the woods

in the evening. It travels along
runways and has a definite listen-
ing seat. It sits on its haunches
on this, with erect head, and when
scared off, it will circle and will
usually be back again at the same
It makes scarcely any nest
for its young, which are born fully
furred, with sight, and are very
active shortly after birth. Its win-
ter food is largely bark, buds and
twigs of trees.

After answering the letter briet-
ly, it was thouzht that others, as
well as the pupils, would be inter-
ested in further items on rabbits
and hares. These two species he-
long to the order of mammals, Ro-
dentla, and to the tamily (Lepori-
dae). The rabbit, however, known
in English legal phraseology as
“cony” was formerly placed in the
ssme genus Lepus, as the hare,
and known as Lepus cuniculus, bu
it is now put in a genus by itself,
Orycto’aqus cuniculus. The rabbit
is of European origin, and is be-
lieved to be native to the western
ha'f of the Mediterranean basin, Tt
has been taken to Scotland and
Ireland, where it ha< multiplieq
rapidly. as it did in England. It
was taken to Anstralin and New
Zealand, where, freed from natural
~nemies it multiplied into count-
less hordes. and became a very
serious pest.

* .

Rabbits

.
..

Wild rabbits differ from hares in
being much smaller in size: they
have shorter ears and feet. They
do not have the black natch at the
tin of the ears common to some
hares, and are grayer in colour.
They burrow deep in the earth, and
make thelr nests there, called
“warrens”, in which the youne are
horn naked, blind and helnless.
The gestation neriod is thirty days.
they breed four to eight times a
year with three to elght younz
each time. Ordinary wild rabbits
weigh two and a halt to three
pounds.

The domesticated rabbit is the
one known here. the “Belzian Hare
Craze” partly due to World War
conditions in 1914-1918, and the in-
creased nrices for fur and meat,
caused many to start breeding rab-
bits. Fancy nrices were pald for
breeding stock, and ouite a num-
ber of breeds were introduced into
the United States fn 1919, and intn
Cansda Jn 1923. There are a greal
number of varieties. Under sdomes-
tication and crossing, many differ-
ent coloured pelts have been de-
veloned, from white to black. ple-
bald, erey and various hues.

In England and Eurone rabbit
rajsing as a husiness is firmly es-
tablished. With’ the people there,

ft 18 a regular long-time industry.
. LI ]

Hares

In America the terms hare and
rabbit are used indiscrimately for
the species of the various rodents
under the family Leporidae. Hare
i the generic term, while rabbit
{8 properly anplied to a single
short-legged European species, with
burrowing habits, etc. Hares are
distinguished from all other ro-
dents by a éecond pair of upper
incisor teeth, that are small. non-
functional. and placed directly be-
hind the large gnawing teeth. The
ears are always large, and the tail
short, bushy and up-turned. ‘The
fore limbs are short and five-toed,
while the hind legs are long and
four-toed. The soles of the feet are
densely halry. Hares are exclus-
ively vegetarian, and are, extreme-
ly timid, alert, and with very keen
senses.

Hares have great speed for short
distances. They move with peouliar
erratic leaps, thev walk with a
shuffline gait by nlacing the entirc
sole of the hind foot on the ground.
They rest on their haunches, with
head erect. There are no hares
that climb trees or swim, as some
rodents and rabbits do.

There are five groups of hares in
Canada: The Arctic hare, Lepus
Arcticus, is a pure white species.
Its range is throughout the bar-
ren grounds, Arctic {slands. North-
west Territory. Ungava, Labrador
snd Newfoundland. This hare is
the chiet food of the fur-bearing
animals of the north. It 8 sub-
ject to intestinal diseases, which
about every seven years reduce
their bers almost to extinct!
and then many of the carnivorous
animals die of starvation,

The varying hare (the Island
szecm) has already been describ-
ed.

The Jack Rabbit or Prairie hare,
Lepus campestris, is a large. Jong-
legged, big-eared hare that lives on
the western plains. It {8 usually
Yon the jump", and for short dis-
tances it is about the fastestquad-
ruped known. It lives and hreeds
among the bushes, and feeds on
twigs, Therd the yoimg are drop-
ped. and in a short time have to
shift for themselves.

The Cottontall, or wood hare
Lepus svivilagus, is the smallest
hare in Canada. It prefers mead-
ows and -open glades In wooded

areas, Its ferritory is sradually

By J. A. Clark, D.Se.

NOTES-

extending northwards.

There is also the grey rabbit,
Lepus floridanus, which mucn
more nearly resembles the Europ-
ean rabbit than any other hare. It
does not burrow, but will enter the
burrows of other animals, and its
young are born blind and helpless.
Southern Canada ' is about the
northern limit of its territory.

Food And Peaée

The world cannot hope for a
secure peace as long as great num-
pers of its peoples border on starv-
ation and who ‘are becoming in-
creasingly aware of their poverty
in relation to our plenty.

This statement was made at the
annual meeting of the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture by the
Prime Minister of Canada who

d that-Canadi can help
to alleviate the world hunger by
producing more through improved
farm practices and sharing what
they have with the hungry.

No one can dispute the Prime
Minister's argument. As long as
people have insufficlent food, they
will regard those who have suffic-
lent with suspicion and hostility.
It is difficult to talk a person into
'being a friend when the shadow of
starvation is lurking behind him.

Some Canadians think we are
producing as much as we can and
that most of the arable land in
the country is now in use. But in-
creased production does not neces-
sarily require more soil. It may be
achieved by getting more out of
the existing farm acreages. An an-
nouncement by the National Fert-
flizer Association verifies this. The
Association said that if grasslands
In the United States were fertiliz-
ed as recommended bv the nation's
agricultural colleges, the additional
fertilizer would have made nossible
the production of almost 3,000,000
extra tons of beef. .Moreover, if
adequate amounts of fertilizer had
been applied to land devoted to
field crops, U.S. farmers could have
increased their corn output by 22
per cent, wheat by 13 per cent and
cotton by 28 per cent.

If this could be done across the
border, the same should be possible
in Canada where facilities to pro-
duce fertilizers and other essential
agricultural chemicals have kent
pace with increased demand in re-
cent years.

May Make Fines

\Payable On The
Instalment Plan

OTTAWA, Feb. 22 —
Revisions in the Criminal

(cPh
Code

session may include changes in
existing procedures for payment
of fines, it was reported today.

One change which has been
considered by a 'special commit-
tece drafting revisions to the Code
has been the -suggestion that
fines be made payable on the in-
stalment plan.

However, whether this feature
will be incorporated in the new
legislation was not known.

In Toronto yesterday, Mr., Jus-
tice E. R. E. Chevrier of the On~
tario Supreme Court said sec~
tions of the Code glving judges
the option of imposing a fine or
& jail senténce are discrimina-
tory because they allow a rich
man to pay a heavy fine and get
away with a Jight jail sentehv2
or with none at all.

Flagshes Of I:ifef

GAUDALAJARA, Mexico, Feb, 22
(AP)—Six persons died Wednesday
and nine were injured when fire
broke out near the screen of the
Alamedo movie theatre. Patrons in
the orchestra escaped, but the one
exit from the balcony became jam-
med with terrified fans trying to
reach the streets. Six bodies were
found near the door. Some were
trampled. The movie being shown
was, “When Worlds Collide”.

BIG SEASON

* FREDERICTON —(CP)— Wig-
ures for the 1951 hunting season
in New Brunswick showed a total
of 64,115 partridge, 21,745 ducks,
2,055 woodcock, 677 pheasants, 5
geese and 83 brant. The big major-
ity was bagged by resident hunt-
ers,

GENEVA, Feb. 19— (Reuters) —
Swiss police Monday investigated
an application for political asylum
tsought by Karel Stern, Czechoslo-
vak commercial attache in Bern.
It is understood he left his office
a few days ago and asked protec-
tion from Swiss authorities.

to be brought - before Parliamen-tf
for approval at thz forthcoming

Home Painting
More Popular

About 75 per cent of all indoor
painting in Canada is now being
done by the householders them-
selves, says G. R. Ingleson of the
paint and varnish division of Can-
adian Industries Limited,

“This is partly due to the high
cost of living and because of the
feeling of accomplishment a man
gets by doing it himself,” Mr In-
gleson said.

Comparing painting tastes across
the country, he thought that people
fn Quebec, while excellent handy-
men, were not quite so color-con-
sclous as those in Ontario. West-
erners are using more and more
wood for interior panelling which
has created a demand for finishes
which show up the natural grain.
About half the paint used for in-
terior decorating is white or based
on white.

Improper mixing of paints and
faijlure to clean walls thoroughly
before painting, were the two most
common mistakes made by the av~
erage householder when he under-
takes to paint his own home, he
sald. ?

“The best way to mix paint is
by placing the can on a proper
paint shaker in the store where it
can be mixed perfectly in three

the thin paint should be poured
off the top into a senarate can,
the heavy paint at the bottom
stirred. then the thin paint gradu-
ally added while stirring. Finally
it should be ‘boxed’ by pouring
from one can to another six or
seven times.”

He recommended the use of &
hard. high gloss enamel in kitch-
ens and bathrooms to prevent
steam from soaking into the paint
and stregking it. If grease and
other dirt is not completely re-
moved from kitchen walls, paint
will not dry properly.

New Process For
Pesalting Water

BOSTON, Feb. 20— (AP)—A new
process for desalting sea water at
about one-third the cost of the
best methods now available was
described at the annual meeting
of the American Research Devel-
opment Corporation Wednesday.
Dr. Edwin R. Gilliland, president
of Ionics, Inc, one of the affili-
ates of the corporation. sald the
process, based on the use of elec-
trical energv in confunction with
new synthetic membranes, is ex-
pected to provide relief in sections
of the United States now short of
fiesh water supplies.

It also indicates hopes of mak-
ing desert lands available for cul-
tivation. .

Dr. Gilliland said the power
,rost alone of producine fresh water
from sea water would amount to
six cents a thousand gallons—and
the total cost including membranes
and equipment would be in the
range of 10 to 20 cents a thousand
gallons.

The process of desalting the sea
water was not divulged.

It was estimated that the use of
this new process would yield about
two-~third purified water from salt
sea water.

New Wonder Gure
'For Tuberculoses
‘Being Tested

NEW YORK, Feb. 22 —(AP) —
‘Two new wonder pills have saved
people hopelessly sick with tuber-
culosis, their lungs riddled with
holes, too weak to get out of bed.

Within a few weeks, many were
up and about, had gained up to
20 pounds, felt far better.

It is too early to say whether
the two new drugs have actually
curbed TB but they 1look “better
than anything so far,” in treating
it, Dr. Marcus D. Kogel, commis-
sloner of New York city hospitals,

announced.
He sald they had been tried on
150 “desperately sick” patients.

Within two weeks, they had done
wonders for persons who had not
been expected to recover.

‘The drugs, taken as pills, are
closely related. They apparently
kill TB germs, Several pharma-
ceutical firms are making or ex-

many more experiments before it
is known just how good and ef-
fective and safe the drugs are.

NORWICH, England — (CP)—
When a foundry worker here lifted
a heavy weight he gritted his teeth
so hard his top denture broke. Now
he has applied for free new teeth
under the National Health Service.

Chapter 4, Council did and-

Island from any province
known to exist.

Certified a true copy,

Copy of a Minute of His Honour the Administrator
of the Government-in-Colincil dated February 21, 1952.

IMPORTATION OF HOGS

Pursuant to Section 2 of An Act for the Protec-
tion of Certain Animals, being (1940) 4 George VI,

person shall import a hog or hogs into Prince Edward

This Order shall be effective for a period of three
months from the date hereof and any person contra-
vening the same shall be liable to the penalties pro-
vided for under the said Act

P. 8. FIELDING
Clerk of the Executive Council.

doth hereby direct that no

or area where Rhinitis is

minutes. If mixing is done at home |

Insect Resistance
To Poisons Is
Half Century Old

While many Canadians are un-
der the impression that resistance
by flies to DDT is a new trait de-
veloped by insects in the last few
years, the fact is that resistance to
pesticldes dates back more than
half a century,

Strains resistant to certain in-
secticides have been observed in
many insect species in different
parts of the world since 1900.
writes J. A. Oakley, entomologist
ot C-I-L's agricultural chemicals
department in the February issue
ot C-I-L Oval. The San Jose scale
developed a resistance to lime-
sulphur. The California Red scale
and Black scale became immune to
the lethal powers of hydrogen cy-
anide, the codling moth to lead ar-
senate and the Gladiolus thrips to
tartar-emetic,

The first instance of house fly
resistance to DDT occurred in It-
aly in 1946, two years after DDT
was first introduced, Mr. Oakley
writes. Three years later the first
au{.hentic evidence of DDT resist-
ant strains: in Canada came as a
result of tests in certain areas of
Ontario and Quebec where control
othll‘ies could not be obtained with
Several explanations for this re-
sistance are given by various re-
search workers. One DDT resistant
fly strain was observed to have
thicker cuticle on the foot pad
which may have reduced the ab-
sorption of DDT. Another strain
of flies was found to be larger
and more vigorous than normal
flies due to a longer larvae period.
In several strains, resistance was
associated with the ability of the
flies to convert DDT into less toxic
substances. This explanation ap-
pears to be the most advanced and
a search is now underway to find
an additive which will prevent
flies from changing DDT.

Where DDT-resistant flies are
present. other insecticides may _be
used. These include methoxychlor,
lindane, chlordane and other chlo-
rinated hydro-carbons.

BANGKOK, Thailand, Feb. 20—
(AP)—A high Foreign Office of-
ficial said today Chinese National-
ist Gen. Li Ml is in Taipeh.
presumably to talk about evacuat-
ing his 10,000 treops from the sen-
sitive Burma-China border. Gov-
ernment officials here and in
Burma have expressed fear the
presence of the Chinese National-
ist troops on the border might
provoke aggressive action by the
Chinese Reds.

Canadians At
Perth Sales

Canada was the biggest buyer of
bulls at the 1052 Pedigree Short-
horn Sales which ended at Perth,
Scotland, February 14, Record
Canadian purchases of nearly
$150,000 worth of animals con-
sisted of 28 bulls at $137,082 and
19 heifers at $10,371.

Top Canadian price was 10,000
guineas ($29,400) which Mr. A,
Cross of Calgary paid for “Calros-
sle Highland Piper,” owned by
Messrs. J. and D. P. MacGillivray,
of Calrossie, Ross-shire, and ‘a sec-
ond prize winner at the show.
Other Canadian purchases includ-
ed 7,900 gns. ($23,266) paid cor
Calrossie Armada,” a third prize
winner, by Mr, Grant Campbell
of Moffat, Ont.; 6100 gns. ($17,-
924) paid for the supreme cham-
pion of the show, “Calrossie Pre-
fect,” by Mr. Stewart Bennett, of
Scotsdale, Ont.; 5500 gns. $16,~
170) for “Calrossie Primate” and
2,600 gns. ($10,584) for “Cal-
rossie Welfare” — both first prize
winners— paid by Mr. Claude Gal-
linger of Edmonton; 4,200 gns.
($12,348) — top price on closing
day— paid by Mr. G. H. Jones for
the Richardson Stock Farms, Win~
nipeg, for “Calrossie White Em-
blem.” Massey-Harris of Toronto
bought the reserve junior cham-
pion, “Duncrahill Brigadoon” . for
$8,820. Canadian Judge Mr. Re-
ford W. Gardhouse, 35, of Weston,
Ontario—probably the youngest
man ever to take on the difficult
job of judging the supreme cham-
pior. at the Perth Shorthorn Sales
—drew high praise for his work.
“The ringside,” says the Glas-
gow Herald, “has seldom seen such
a responsible task tackled with
such confidence,” and it was'a tri-
bute to Mr. Gardhouse's work
that there seemed little ringside
disagreement with this adjudica-
tion; In the January bull class, for
instance, he had a pargde of 39
bulls, and in 40 minutes he had
placed the class. He was present-
ed with a shepherd’s crook in
token of his excellent services and
“the most exneditious judging”
yet seen at Perth.

TRONDHEIM, Norway, ¥eb. 19
(Reuters) —Per Werenskiold, nu-
clear physicist employed at the
Technical College here, has been
missing for 10 days, police an-
nounced yesterday. Police said
groups of students and ather
searchers had been looking for the
30-year-old scientist since Feb. 8.

LENGTHY LABOR
The famous “Greek Testament” "
published by John Mill, English
theologian, in 1907 was the result
of 30 years’ labor.
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