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At SMnhop. Church |Faithful Solo: Under the Stars— Audrey| The regular meeting of West|- sl Bl
Prayer—Rev. W. Forsythe. Douglas. | Covehead W.I- met at the home ing were read and adopted. An ap- | land Bearisto’s. Roll call to be an-
Stanhope United Church was de-| Welcome—Doris Chappell. | Anthem by the Choir: The An |of Mrs. Leith MacKinnon on Dec. peal was read from the T.B.|swered with 10 cents for cards,
corated in keeping with the fes ive Drill: Chris‘mas—by nine boys igels Song. 4th with eleven members present league and it was moved and sec- Lunc!l committee Mrs, Orr Me-
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Charlottetown today through the |gram was an address read by| Recitation: Television — Donnie| Closing hymn: Joy to the World | MacLauchlan. | brushes be purchased for school.
faith and determination of a small | Mrs, Harry Lawson, with the pre-|Johns‘on. | After the closing hymn fudge| Harry Kielly gave a hearty vote Sick committee no report, a letter |
group of parents and with the Char-|sen‘ation of gifts by Rev. W. For-| Reading: The Search — Ronnie was passed around while the gifts | of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Earl of thanks was read from Mrs. Vie- | SPANISH ORIGIN
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Legion as sponsors the project is church organist, also to Mrs. Fred| Quartefte: “Softly the Night lstree by the Sunday School teach-|tion of candy and wrapping of |l one dress and two sweaters The cocker spaniel, popular
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A day training class for retarded
chil“ren is now on the forward
ma ch in Charlottetown, due first-
Iy to the careful planning and
abicing interest in such children
by a small group o’ parents, sec-
to the Charlottetown

cnsorzhip o this worthy pro-
ject, and thirdly to the deep in-
terest and co-oneration of govern-
mental departments and the City

School Board

The idea was received favour-|:
ably at the first Legion meeting | |

at which it was proposed, about a
year ago. The pros and cons were
discussed and well weighed at this
s suceeaing meetine -, Commit-
tees were fornmied; contact was
made with the Department of Ed-
ucation, Department of Health and
Citv School Bo-id, ete. All were
sympathetic to the idea. All were

willing to co-operate; but all ‘elt|
that the project should be the |
special responsibility of some part-
icular organization. That organi- |
zation was the Charlottetown |
Branch of the Canadian Legion. |
SCHOOL ROOM REMODELLED . |

The Ciy School Board agreed
to provide a room in one of the!
City Schools. This room was re-|
modelled and redecorated by the
free services of Legion members.
The Department of Education pro-
vided financial assistance: The
Kinette Club contributed gener-
ously in furnishings and equip-
ment, and cverything was begin-
ning to shape up well,

Much thought had been given to |
a suitable teacher for such a class.
The Parents Association had heard
about the work of one, Miss Sue
Hollett, and they decided to write
to her to see if she knew of anyone
whom she could recommend as
teacher. They were indeed more
fortunate than they had anticipat-
ed when Miss Hollett, herself, de-
cided to come and organize the
school. She proved to be the ideal
person for this important work.
She had been a former nursery
school teacher, and received her
training at the Institute of Child
Study at the University of To-
ronto. She also had considerable
experience in establishing pro-
grams for trainable children.
Furthermore, she had just com-
pleted a three month study of spec-
jal classes and institutions in the
United States before coming to
Charlottetown,

BOARD APPOINTED 50

Soon after Miss Hollett's arrival
in February, a meeting was called
and a representative group as-
sembled in the Y. M. C. A. audi-
torium. At this meeting a board
of directors was formed with mem-
bers chosen from the Parents As-
sociation, the Legion and the Kin-
ette Club. The Superintendent of
City Schools is also a member. The
teacher of the school and the child
peychiatrist of the Mental Health
Clinic serve as professional adyis
ers to the Board of Directors, Pre
parations began immediately and
the class opened after the Easter
vacation, with six children attend-
ing a morning session. Children
who are not ready for a group ex-
perience receive special help in
the afternoon. Since that time
others have been added while
others are prepared for group ex-
perience by visits to the homes.
These too will be added to the
groups as they become trainables

The Mental Health Clinic plays
an important role. The children are
screened there and parents are
receiving help and guidance in
being able to discuss their com-
mon problem with Dr. Malcolm
Beck, Child Psychiatrist, at the
Clinic. Dr. Beck keeps up to date
on the development of the group
through weekly con‘erences with
the teacher, The school also has
the services of the Department of
Public Health, and Miss Ida Mac-
Kay, Superintendent of Public
Health Nurses has been added to

_Comiri& Events

Married couples dance Corran
Ban Hall, Friday January 1ith.

Married Couples dance Corran
lzan Hall, Friday, January 11th.

Brookfield annual church meet-
ing will be held in the church
Tuesday, January 8th, at 2 p.m.

Cards, Dance in Vernon River
||a|l‘, Wednesday Jan- 9. Cards 8
9.30° Webster's Orchestra.

Strathalbyn District L.0.L. will
meet in Rose Valley, Wednesday,
Jaauary 9th at 2.30. All members

JACQUELINE CUMMISKEY

the Board as a Consultant.

The children's entry to school
was happy and free from strain
because of frequent visits in the
home by the teacher which result-
ed in a good teacher - child relat-
jonship, Also the children had visit-
ed the school with their parents
before the opening day.

PERSONAL ATTENTION

Each child is receiving personal
attention, according to his needs,
and through creative play euip-
ment, development of finger dex:
terity and muscular co-ordination
is being aided, the span of attent-
jon increased, and the children are

| experiencing joy in being able to

complete a task. Emphasis is
being placed on the development
of speech and music is an import-
ant part of the program. A child
sometimes experiments with words
for the first time, when he is re-
laxed and happy in a music circle.

It takes time and patience to
teach children who are retarded
and progress is often slow. They
are taught to function at their own
mental level. With consistent train-
ing they will, in time, be capable
of looking after their own personal
needs. By learning to get along
with others they will find life in
the ¢ ity more pl t and
their lives will be more useful

Parents and teacher are work-
ing together in an effort to estab-
lish relations and create hobbies
n the home, whereby the children
will learn to use their leisure hours
more constructively.

Miss Hollett, during her stay in| "

Charlottetown, has accomplished
a great deal. The foundation has
been well laid and a good teacher-
parent association established: She
has made many visits to the homes
of retarded children, has talked
over many problems with parents
and has instituted many rules of
routine which have left the parents
in"a better position to understand
and cope with the particular pro-
blems of the children.

WORK IN GOOD HANDS

Feeling that her work of organ-
ization was completed here, she
has now gone to establish a smiliar
school in Dartmouth. The local
board feels that she has left the
work in good hands - those of Miss
Jacqueline Cummiskey who has
been associated with Miss Hollett
in the school- since September of
last year, It is thought that be-
cause she is a graduate of Prince
of Wales College, because of her
experience in a class of a similar
nature in Montreal for one year
and also because of her teaching
at the provincial school with Miss
Hollett, Miss Cummiskey is well
fitted and qualified for the posit-
jon. SHe is an intelligent and ac-
complished young lady who is
deeply interested in the problems
of retarded children. Her ability as
a musician will stand her in gpod
stead as music has proved an im-
portant factor in the instruction of
such children, She will continue to
hold weekly conferences with Dr.
Maulcolm Beck, who spares neither
time nor energy in the interest of
these children, Miss ‘Cummiskey

Concert Is Held
In Hazelbrook Church

The Hazelbrook Sunday School
children presented their annual
Christmas concert in Hazelbrook
Church on Saturday, Dec. 22nd.
Rev, C. W. Passey acted as chair-
man and the program opened with
the Christmas carol “O Come all
Ye Faithful.” Chorus “Little Snow-
flakes” was given by the Sunday
School with a ‘‘Welcome” recita-
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