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Dr. MacKinnoi;mDiscusses
Role Of Education In
Assessing Public Opinjon

«Man's survival may well de- indeed, of individual thinking
pend on his abllity to understand | illustrates clearly how frequently
publie opinion, its
and strengths,” Dr.
Kinnon, principal of . Prince 2
Wales College, emphasized in an;thusmsm by
address delivered last evening atiglib tongued demagogues,
the annual convention dinner of persons are easily misled by
the Maritime Institute of
tered Accountants, The |
was held at The Charlottetown quently warned
and was largely attended. |much truth in

Taking for his subject, “Opinion] L b -
and Imagination” Dr. MacKin- easier it is to believe it; it 1§ not
non dealt particularly
necessity of encouraging
people to use their heads, control| “The individual is sometimes
their emotions and imagination!just as illogical. ‘Have you heard
and seek the truth,

“One of the great natural At-' .. varq’ ‘No' said the other,
tributes of the human animal s .he never drank in his life. He
his imagination,” he pointed out]was president of the Temperance
“It enables him to dream and his|gociety’ “That's it, was the re-

of | frenzied, but quite

while
gOS~
dinner |Political psychologists have fre-
that

Adolph

extremely easy to tell

Frank Mac-|wild. Crowds can be whinped into|had seen the accident
illogical, en-|witness box. A pedestrian
unscrupulous butipeen hit by a car and witness was

selves trained observers and

more useful and satisfying in life
than any number of facts and
ideas without' it.

“Truth is very illusive and it is
complete
falsehoods without telling a lle.
In other words the human mind
can deceive itself with alarming
facilty, Witnesses in a law court,
for example, will swear in a

sincerity to things which never
happened. An outstanding case
involving a traffic  accident

weaknesses | we allow our imagination to run|prought a respectable lady who

into the
had

speed of
she was

asked to Indicate the
the car. She said' that

Char-|sip of the most uncertain orlgin.'standing on the inside rail of a
double street car track and when
there 1isthe car passed she jumped back
i Hitler's \and was
dictum that the bigger the lie the|inside rail of the other track.

then standing on the

“Counsel asked her if she was

with the difficult to move a ‘mob by emo- apsolutely sure and she vehement-
young tion rather than facts. |Iy upheld the truth of her
ment,

state-
even after counsel pointed

out that, had she done what she

|of John Smith?' a man was asked. said,, she a very stout woman, had
‘Yes', he replied 'he was a terrible performed a
eighteen-foot

backward
surely [y

standing
jump,
world athletic record!
Psychologists  consider them-

stu-

dreams have carried him through gyonse ‘1 knew he had some con-|dents of human nature. But like
many achievements since the be-|nection with liquor! One of thejthe rest of us they can easily de-

ginning of human history. B“L-“unfornmate characteristics
like all good thinzs, it requires man js this tendency to ftill 1n
careful use and constant check t0!what he doesn't know with his

prevent imagination from get-lemotion or imagination.

ting out of control or from car- i

ryving its possessor into disaster. Public Opinion

Imagination must be carefully “

confined by common sense. | “We who live in democratic
“A study of publlc opinion, and countries claim that government

should be based on the free opera-
tion of public opinion. It is logical.
therefore, to require that - public
opinion be carefully understood
and that its weaknesses be ap-
preclated. In our individual live&l
too, practically everything we do|
depends on the exercise of our|
judgment; how weak this judg-!
ment can be at times should be of
personal concern, The study of:
mass communication and individ-|
“°USE“°|.D ual whim 1is one of the prerequi-!
sites of success in any field. i
FINANCE | “The world Is so big that llving|
creatures are able to comprehend|
onlv a tiny portion of it and their|
abilities are limited by’ this colos-!
| sal ignorance. A polar bear would
s|be obviously ~ bewildered 1if  he|
were suddenly thrust into a meet.- |
ing of chartered accountants, al-|
though perhaps if he came often
enough he might get use®' to it.
I-_Iumans, like polar bears, have a
limited range of experience, but
they have many means by which
.the gaps in thelr kmowledge are
filled—literature, art. radlo, news-
papers, advertising and others,
“Indeed the vast proportion of|
human ‘knowledge’ is second
hand and much ‘of man's life s
{spent frying to understand it.
What do we know about President
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choose

money

service

W Yes, thousands of men and women
with money problems come to HFC
—HOoUSEHOLD FINANCE—because
they know that HFC means depend-
able money service, backed by 73
years' experience,

At HouseHoLD FINANCE any
employed manor womanmay borrow
$50 to $500 or more without

endorsers or hankable security, |Truman other than what is told
HoUSEHOLD FINANCE'S reputation is ;{I;Oh's’mnhts:.r\'ers'; ’]';0 b‘zer really
built condly ol w anything at all about Rus-
uilt on friendly, courteous service, 1\“_ and how can  the Fussian:!

the kind of service you want when | possibly understand us? Why do

you need money. iwe use a certain toothpaste or
Many customers tell us they [buy a particular minine  stock—
especially like our repayment plan— ,d_"th“"‘q k“’:’"l’w the pfﬂ}‘ts . ;l?ou!
d to fit their i o | either? hv must Paris ashions
arranged to fit their income, with up affect the buvinz habits of Am-

to 24 months to repay., lerican  housewives? Do we actual-
| Iy understand whv we hold some
of our most cherished beliefs?
“In so many things we must
admit that we rely on others to{‘
fill in the gaps in our experience |
while thev rely on still athers in a|
rever ending circle. Tt i< starting

Do not horrow unnecessarily =
But if vou need extra cash for any
worthwhile purpose, we invite you
to phone, write or visit fricndly, de-
pendable HOUSEHOLD FINANCE.

of ceive themselves. A convention of
psychologists once met

near the
site of a masquerade. The door
was suddenly opened and in rush-
ed a clown and a negro. The two
stopped in the middle of the hall
and fought fiercely; in the strug-
gle one was shot. After the two
were taken out of the hall the
chairman told the assembled psy-
chologists that they should write
down what they saw so that their
reports could be used as evidence
of the crime.

“When the reports were col-
lected the spectators in the grue-
some event were told it had all
been carefully staged to test their
powers of observation. Their em-
barrasment could be understood
when it was found that of forty
observers none had reported the
correct facts; six were approxim-
ately right; twenty-four were
half right, and ten were entirely
wrong.

Unchecked Imagination

“What is the explanation of
such fallibility of human under-
standing? The most logical seems
to be that we see so little that we
tend to fill in the gaps in our
minds with puge imagination; we
frequently act, not on what we
see, but on what we think we see.
The trouble comes when we do
this so readily and so unconscious-
ly that we fail to distinguish be-
tween. what is fact and what is
imagination. When emotion ob-
scures the whole process our
powers of thought are immediate-
ly impaired.

“Salesmen, teachers, politi-
cians,,  clergymen, entertainers,
newspapermen, and others who
deal with humans in the mass
know the tremendous importance
of imagination and the emotion
which stitnulates it. A stirring re-
ference to Sir Wilfred Laurier
in a political speech will rouse the
enthusiasm of loyal Liberals; a
hammer and sickle, swastica, ma-
ple leaf, or picture of John Bull
will stimulate patriotic  feeling:
and the statements of successful
movie stars seem to sell almost
any soap or cosmetic,

“Such symbols can serve a good

Your uk.‘phnnc book lists the office ccenetimes to see how little con- and useful purpose; but they can
nearest you, [tro! we have over what we know also "be used to fool the people
MONEY WHEN YOU NEED ITI (and What we do. |Who accept them by crealing o

) wrong impression of a  se
Canada's oldest and largest Consumer 1 Real Education lfacts' To punder.smnd the ;1.5,{,:.‘

Finance Organization

@ HOUSEHOLD FINANCE :nowledge, real  education, i

there are such things. Educa-
irinn is not merely the acquisition
of facts and ideas, not merely the
learning of certain technical pro-
|cesses — these are very uncertain
yin an uncertain world, Fundamen-
tal education is actually the abil-
ity to discriminate, to choose the
tsignificant from the ftrivial, to
‘seok the truth. This ability is far

In 4.9 Seconds A Giraffe (fan Run
100 Yards... But [n Only |

TWO SECONDS

ASPIRIN s Ready To Go To Work !

\

150 Great George Street
Suite 1 Phone 2992
CHARLOTTETOWN, P.L.I,
Hours 9 1o 5 or by oppoiniment
Loan: made fo residents of neorby towny
SERVING THE PUBLIC SINCE 1878

W
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MAKE THIS TEST !+
Te 900.how fast it's ready to ',
ge to work, drop an Aspirin |
tablet In @ glass of water and
fime its disintegrating speed.
Whet happens n the glass |/
heppens In your stemach, So
for fost relief from neuritic

“Here then is the clue to real;

cance of symbols which sooth the
leve, the ear or the fancy is funda-
imental in selling goods or

|what is fact is a
iseelxing the truth.
| “Gossip is a common every-day
phencmena which is harmless if
not taken too seriously. The fact
|that Mirs. A wore a  particular
'dress at a party, or Mr. B. was re-

!ported as seeking political ap-
: pointment are very significant
|facts when whispered over the

back fence or at the club. Often

Isuch news is accepted and enjoyed

as rumor. But when it s passed
on in garbled form as fact and al-
lowed to grow out of all propore
tion to its truth and significance,
it becomes a public menace. It is
surprising how gullible people can
be in accepting what Is pure fic-
tion and basing their opinions
and actions on it. Again the rem-

questions before accepting.
Fads and Fashions

“Fads and fashions

illustrate

KING COLE

COFFEE

Your Farowite Blend

r

GET IN THE

SCRAP - WITH
YOUR

SCRAP

Highest cash prices paid

for all types of
metal. A und o
scrap metal is a pound
of delence.

poin—wvse Aspirine

Il |ten we tend to look

the same points, Men and women
do many things, wear certain
types of clothes, and believe cer-
tain ideas, mot so; much because
they do so of th own accord,
but rather because it is fashion-
able. And fashions can change at
the slightest whim or be tyran-
ous characteristics of society. Of-
at the per-
son who is not in style as eccen-
tric; sometimes we rush to &

new fad with ardour; sometimes
we adhere to an old one despite
urgent need for change. Again

those who deal with public opin-
jon know how set or how fickle it
can be, The person who can mani-
pulate or take advantage of the
human tendency toward fads and
fashions is in an excellent posi-

tion to wield power over public
opinion.
“These considerations lead to

three conclusions,. personal, edu-
cational and political.

“Each person spends & period
of years as a tiny part of a com-
plex society and he owes _certain
allegiances to his world and to
his Creator. That is human life.
He is not in a position to under-
stand everything, but is he not
obligated to understand as much
as possible, since reason was pro-
vided him for the purpose? The
satisfaction which he will gain
from his life will depend, among
other things, upon his ablility to
follow a purpose in life which he
understands and which will bring

him happiness. It is to be-
come confused in a world of facts
ideas, emotions, theories, loyal-
ties which are gleaned from
books, radios, speeches, news-
papers, and endless numbers of
societies of all kinds. What all
men need is direction,
“One answer is clear thinking

gination and emotion. Whether a
man be a king or a cottager, an
Albert Sweitzer or the Miller on
the Dee, a Socrates who 'knows
himself’ or & farmer who loves his
land as a gift from God, his hap-
piness will depend largely on his
control of himself and of his
ideas.

A Task for Education

“Here then is a task for educa-
tion. Education is not merely the
accumulation of facts and ideas;
what good are they If a person
can’t use them? Nor is it training
for a job, for success in any job
requires far more than. vocational
training, The primary purpose of
education is to develop the indivi-
dual so that he can think for him-
self and to give him sufficient
knowledge to increase the range of
his mind. The amount of brains
and of knowledge does not indi-
cate the quality of education;
rather it is the extent to which
one uses the brains and know-

ledge which one has (whether
great or little) that denotes the
educated man.

«prom’ the standboint of our
subject tonight, it is
tion of teachers to
“people to use their heads, [of his' disastrous fallures, Publlc

1 their emotions and ima-|opinion now plays a vast part in|not allow their opinions
gination and seek the truth. With- [national and = world A4 imy.
out such instruction the conven- |whether it is enlightened or be-|of ill-considered prejudices ang
tional school and college subjects |wildered public, opinifon now  de-|misconceptions, or
are just so much window dress- pends on so many fagtors.
- |ing. !
combined with control over ima hts 1s “&‘)’dl A o :
professional es, e you Who |derstand public opinion, it's weak-|permit these qualities to
meet here tonight. For you have |nesses lnl:l oy oy . Ay
a major share of the determina-|d
tion of the standards of training|damentally on an
and professional conduct in your
tield, and each such group s re-
sponsible for an important phase
of public business, Young recruits
to accountancy,
theology, teaching and ' so on
should be tralned to understand
that these professional
are not merely means of , making |} +
s living, but ways of serving peo-
le, the nation and the world.
“It is their
only to understand
rocesses of their professions, but
also to appreclate = the
cance of these in the
which will look to them for lead- -
ership. Professional
educational authorities have done
much together in this respect but
the future will require even great-
er co-operation.

Of vital Importance
“Finally, the impact of opinion
and imagination on the
world should be continually em-

phasized. They have inspired|public opini requires
an, obliga- [some of men’s greatest achieve- g:ntrol of :!?3 imumch:u:::
encourage |[ments and they have caused some|emotion which move it, .
“In times like these men muys;

affairs and|gination:to sink them in &

lead  them

blindly - through & fog of frensieq
“Indeed, man’s  survival may|fanaticism into confusion and be.

challenge for (well depend on his ability to un-|wilderment. Rather they muyt

strengths, Certainly/them on through a search for
acy, which depends so fun-|truth to a still higher and great.
enlightenedier level of human achievement.

—
NOTICE TO OUR CUSTOMERS

We have in stock and arriving daily many of the
parts we had before the fire of August 18th in the
Riley Bldg., on Queen Street. We are also equipped
to take care of engine trouble, carburetor and electri.
cal repairs in the Vocational School ‘on Cumberland
Street. (Temporary Quarters Only).

3w, medicine,

activities

responsibility, not
clearly the

signifi-
soclety

badies  and Briggs and Stratton Engines in stock

from One to Eight horsepower.

BATT and MacRAE LTD.
L4

political

! . ideas..
To appreciate what is symbol and |
prerequisite Lo;

edy is an enquiring mind which |
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HOLMAN’S Both Stores

- Offers
" $30,000.00 Worth of Fine

 WILTON and AXMINSTER RUGS
- TERRIFIC SAVINGS!

$5.

For One Week Only
Sat. Oct. 13th. Through Sat. Oct. 20th.

NO ordinary Rug Sale this! Many of these fine quality Wilton and Ax-
minster Rugs have been in stock longer than our Merchandising Policy
permits and SO they must GO! In the collection to be cleared are Rugs
of all sizes and colors—Rugs that are sure tq fit into your home as if
%he decor was planned around them. VALUE is what counts, more than
aver these days AND during this Rug Sale Week (October 13th to the
20th, inc.) You'll get wonderful VALUES! y

Look- At These Savings!

Rugs from 60.00 to 85.00—
SPECIAL

® 040 0 0000 0 00

Rugs from 110.00 to 125.00—

SPECIAL ®

Rugs from 135.00 to 155.00—
SPECIAL '

Rugs from 165.00 to 199.00—
SPECIAL

Cs es s s et 0e e

Rugs from iIS.OO to 295.00—
SPECIAL ...iovvvennncdene

‘DOWN Reserves ANY RUG
"on The HOLMAN LAY - A - WAY PLAN

Then make small weekly or monthly payments till the required Down Payment has been ac-
quired. . . . Take Delivery of Your Rug. ., . Complete paying for it while you use it—the week-
ly or monthly instaliments are easy

to' take care of!

~_The GREATEST RUG SALE
Il In Yoars--Don't Miss It!




