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bhe most pertainly wonld be ashamed te record his name | half-pay Officer, or the man dependent upon an annual

with those who songht to smother the enquiry.

income ; but the benefits of the Bankrupt Laws were

Mr. Cowuss then moved that the bon. member Bave confined to actual Traders.

Jeave to withdraw his motion ; and the question being
thereon, the House divided:
Ayes —Measra. Colea, Warburton, Whelan, Mooney,
Lord, Fiyon, Laird, Jardize, Davies, M*Neill, Clark,
Beatoa—I12

Mr. WarsurToN was in favour of such 2 g!btribqlion
of an Insolvent’s Estate, 88 would place sll his creditors
upon an equal footing. :

pglr. P:rlr. observed that he remembered the time
when in this Colony, 8 man who owed upwards of £100,

Nays—Messrs. Pope, Fraser, Mentgomery, Haviland, | might have been imprisoned for life. Under the opera-

M<Donald, Thornton, Palmer.

Mr. Le Lacuece then expressed his willingness to
produce his qualification, eince in doing so he would
pot consider hi
the hon. member for Charlottetown, If the hon. mem-
ber was still desirous for its production, he might
procare it by seading for it to Mr. Edward Jordan's,
which was ooly soves miles from town.

Sarunpay, Oth March

HOUSE IN COMMITTEE ON THE INSOLVENT
DEBTORS’ BILL.

The first, end only alteration made by this Bill, in
the cxpiring Act, was in the Seventh Clause, hmiting
the period duning which the incarceration or detain-
ing Creditor sbiall have it in his power to detain his
Debtor in jail upon weekly aliment or allowance. By
the Actyet inoperation the period extends to fweloe
montbs ; but, by this Bill it is limited to three months.

Mr. Seeaskk stated that, in Great Britain when an
imprisoned Insolvent Debtor had satisfactorily ehown
that he had made a full surrender of all his property,
for the benefit of s Creditor or Creditors ; the Creditor
or Creditors bad no longer any power over his persoa,
ol he received his discharge from jail forthwith; but
eny property which he might subsequently acquire was,
by the Law, to be subjectto the claims established
».aipst him befure his relezse from Jail. But were

friud proved against him, he was liable to be punished jthe Debtor.

by further imprisonment sccording to the discretion of
the Commissioner in the case. By the Insolvent Deb-
tors® Act still in operation here, tha incarcerating Cre-
duor had it in his power to detain hia Debtor in jai jfor
tvelve months, even after lie had surrendered ull his
property in part liquidation of his debt, sad had every
tiung taken from him except his wearing apparel. Sueh

tion of the Law, as it then stood, individuais had been
kept in jail for debt for fourteen or fifteen years. The
want of Bankrupt Laws in this Colony he regarded as a

yielding to the arviurary demand of [very injurious defoct in its legislative code. The ab-

gence of such Laws kept fair speculation and laudable
enterprise within the very narrowest limits ; for, bow
could it be expected that any man of prudence or fore-
sight would embark his capital in any scheme, however
promising and inviting, which might possibly, In spite
of every effort of care, diligence, and wisdom, prove a
complete failure, and consign him and his family, for the

only fora livelihood, but even for personal liberty. But
the evil was not confined, in such a case, to the indivi-
dual Insolvent and his family, but injuriously affected
the progress of the Colony in the road to wealth and

commercial enterprise a man who, whilst securing a
competent provision for the support of himself and his
family might, in no immaterial degree, have contributed
to the general prosperity of the community, by the free
and fair exercise of a sound judgment, just calculations,
and an enterprising 8pirit, might improve the regonrces
of the country, and beneficially extend 1ts cemmercial
transactions. .

Mr. Loxrp said his own views of the gubject perfectly
coincided with those of his hoa. colleague, (Mr. Pope).
tie thought the operation of the existing Insolvent
Debtor's Act was injurious both, to the Creditor and
In the first place, even although the Debtor
had surrendered all his effects, or had none to sarrender,
the incarcerating Creditor could keep hiwm in jail, upon
a weekly allowance, for twelve months; and if he did
{s0, besides the suffering which he thereby inflicted upon
'his Debtor and his family—that Debtor perhaps an
thonest, although an unfortunate man-—the extreme
icourse was attended by serious expense to himself.

a law was unjust in pringiple and cruelin its operation. | And, in the second place, was the injury done to the

The Tosoivent Debiors’ Act of Nova Scotia was by no

weang £0 severe,  There, should a farmer unfortunate-
1, hecome embarrassed with debt, and, afier being im-

country at large, as pointed out by hi# honorable col-
league. Ie (Mr. Lord) was disposed to extend the

;same consideration and privilege to the insolvent Debtor,

remainder of his days, to an ineffectual struggle, not

consideration, by driving altogether from the field of

Creditors—was ordered to be forthwith discharged,
although any property which he might subsegnem),
acquire was to be held liable for the Debts, or balance
of debts, for which he had been imprisoned. Sueh ¢
Law was certainly much better than that in operaton
here; sull, in his opinion, it was, in one particular, i
politic and severe : he meant on account of the liability
of eubsequently acquired property. He thongh:
he would be merely acting in accordance witi
the principles of sound policy and justice, to grant the
discharged Insolvent such a release from all the Dobi
included in his schedule thereof as was granted t¢ o
certificated Bankrupt. The hon. niember also spoke
strongly in favor of the introduction of Bankrupt Lawe ;
and, 1n alludiag to the comme:cial prosperity of the
United Btates, attributed much of that presperity to the
encouragement given to honorable speculation amd
enterprise, by their Bankrupt Laws; and he thooght the
expediency of introducing Bankrupt Laws into this
Colony shou!d be taken up, by the Legislature, st the
first convenient season.

Cormissiosers’ Fres.—Messre. Lord, Frases,
L.e Lacheur, and Mooney, expressed themselves as
the advocates of all reasonable retrenchment—in faver
of a reduction of the Commissioners’ Fees. The
majority of the House, however, decided that any re-
duction in the Fees hitherto allowed under the Insolvent
Debtors Act, would be for the present inexpedient.
‘The old Sczle of Fees was therefore retained.

T B0RRISPONDENGE

SAYINGS AND DOINGS.
CHAPTER 3L

There dwelt in the Island of the Gulf a man whose
name was John, and he was a setter of Type and a
Publisher ; & man of great self-esteem, and a native of
Silly.

And John the Publisher, surnamed Nincum, was en-
veloped in mental darkness; his opacity no man could
fathom ; yea, the depth of eternal night rested upen
him, and his mind was in hia stomach, for John was &
gourmand.

Yet, I say unto you, Nincum was puffed up with
vanity, yea, the Bubble strutted as a Turkey, and be
carried & yellow cane in his big hands which turned

;:,ur.n(-d on account of it, teke Al}'-e beqeﬁt of the lnsol-‘as those gramtnd to a man impriaoned ander the opera- ob],qﬂe)y outwards as the ﬂlpperj of a Seal, and ﬂ.
vent Debtors’ Act, he had neither hislast cow taken tion of the Small Debts Law; and that, after having!wagged to and fro in his gait, and the tracks of his great
e him, wor the hay necessary to feed ber through the 'surrendered all his property and suffered imprisonment|feet were terrible in the mud.

. | . . -
winter; and, besides his weaning apparel, he had left.| for what was, perhaps, not his crime, but his misfortune,

Yea, I eay unto you, John found great favour in his

£ the use of himself and farnly, a certain quantity of he shou!d be released from all responsibility on account/own eyes: he was a toy among the daughters of the

nat eho'd fursiture. Compossion was wot the only of the Debt for which he had been imprisoned. He
iorwve which had eperated with the Legislature of that hoped the time waa not far distant when imprisonment
Tavince in their ensctment of such a Law ; a consider- for Debt would be altogether abolished. In entertain-

at.on of the evil consequences which would resalt to
sorieiy, from the aperation ofa Law of a contrary na-
ture, by the breaking vp of funilies and throwingz them
vpon the public without suy resources or means of sup-
jart, had, no doubt, been allowed its proper weight
vt the framers of the Act e was prepared to give
o Crednors and Commissioners the most ample means
sod fullest power to make search and investigation
caneerming any pioperty which they nfight have reason
oy tak was fradulently concealed. He would even
stitke st the valihity ©f =il conveyances of property
which had been made, by an Insolvent Debtor, within
» certitn period preceding the declaration of his Inso!-
veney. With respect to the arrangement which might,
' 7 the expinng Law, be tiade between the incarcer-
1. ng Cred tor and his Debtor, by which the latter might
giwve up all he posseased to the former, to the evident
prejudice of any cther Creditor or Creditors he might
have ; (e Mr. Speaker) thonght the power to give such
preference wzs wronyz, and th:t all the Creditors should
be pluced upen an cgual footing, with respect to the
property of the Insolvent, and each receive a dividend
1u praportion to his claim.  Tle only preference which
ke eon!l be inclined to allow, would be withi respect
to the legal cxpenses incurred by the incarcerating
Creditor.  These he (Mr. Speaker) thought he ought to
La reimbursed, and that then a dividend of as much in
the pound, us i1t should be found the lnsolvent’s estate
cmld pay, should be declared for the equal benefit of
ali the Creditors who had proved er substantiated their
claims against it.  What he (Mr. Speaker) advanced
was pot mere speculation, it had long been acted up-
on io geveral countries. Is Scotland, an Insolvent
Eebtor had itia has power to procure his discharge af-
tee 86 impriseninent of six weeks. The course which,
1o that end, the Insolvent had to pursue, was merely to
cruee it be rotitied to all his Creditors that he was
ready to surrender all the property he possessed for the
cgnal benefit of iliem all; who, if they conld not show
12t belad made any fradulent conveyance or conceal-
rent of property, were eblized to accept of whatever
composiuon the {ngolvem's estate conld afford—end Jet
pim go.  The Lew 28 be (Mr. Speaker) had explained
¢, bad bLeen in operation in Scottand for 200 years.
Nr, Bpenker also expiained that he was not seeking to
rrtend the advintages expenenced by the Traders un-
der the Bankrupt Lawe, to men who were not T'raders.

ing and expressing such sentiments, he was, perhaps,
irunning counter to his own interests, for he had a largze
amount of debtsat stake in the country; but he wished
to consult the interests of ustortunate Debtors and their

land, the delight of children whom he cherigshed with
sweeties, and John was a Hog Reeve.

But John the Publisher had no brain to guide ins
Journal, for it was lean as the arm of Death, and barrer
as sterile rock ; and John was & Puuper in the land on
the minds of nen.

And itcame to pass when the twenty and four persons

|

families, us well as those of their creditors.  The gene- were chosen by the people from among them, and Don-
ral ngreement which he had expressed with the views oan the rejected had hid himself in New London, and
of bis hovorable colleague (Mr. Pope), he (Mr. Lord),\the Sons of Liberty were exalted, then the mighty of
however, ought perbaps to quahify. It was indeed most the lend were smitten with great fear, because of the
true that the want of Bankrupt Laws in the Celony, chosen of the people.
such as were in operation in oher couutnies, was a ser-|  And they gdtne.reu themselves together 1n secret, and
ous cheek to Jandable enterprise. The field of enter-/gaid, 16! we have no voice in the Assembly of the peo-
prise;, however, to u certaln exient, was here open toiple—the plume of our power 1s shorn ; vea, the strong
every one who chose to enter upon it ; but he regrcned:mvn encompass us, and the enemy tread upon our hearth
to say, that he thought there was a great deficiency |stones, and we have no voice agamst them. Yea, even
amongst our youug men of that active spirit of enter- our Press is naugnt. for James and John are feeble.
prise, which was 8o observable in the neighbouring Re-}  Then it cune to pass, that the mighty fallen drew
pullic, and which tended so matenally to individual and!from their bags of gold, and said each unto other, thm
puhlic property. will I'give of my substance te buy Duncan and put bim
tHon. Mr. Tuorxtox had alwaye regarded the exer-lin the Office of Jolin the Publisher for ninety and three
cize of the power given by the Law, to an incarcerating {days; ard when the gold was counted it numbered
Creditor, to detain his Debtor in juil after a surrender of twenty and ten pounds.
all bis known effects, was somecthing like the thumb- N.fw, a messenger was sent unto Duncan in New
screw formerly in use under srbirary government i Londen, and he said unto the rejected, come forth from
Great Britain.  "I'he aim of the Creditor 1n pmhmumgi[hv hiding place and journey with me untothe great Caty
the tmprisonment of his Debtor, was i’ possible (o‘luf'me Iste and be a Neribe unio the fallen, a protecmf-c;f
screw out something more, either from bim, his suffering |the remnant of the people. But Duncan looked cada-
fu.mily. friends, or relations. He was decidedly of opi- yverously at the messenger, and said unto him, wherefore
nion, that the imprisonment of an Iusolvent Debiorighould I go with thee?
should cease with the day on which he passed his €xa-|  Then the messenger answered, and eaid, Duncan tivu
mination hefore the Commwrissioners; unless matter of knowest already the great of the land ask thee for a bu)
fraudulent concealment, or vnlawful retention, was es- wark in this the day of their édiscomfiture. But Duncan
tablished against him or reasonably suspected. (Jon—'again answercd and said unto.the messenger, wierefore

sidering the state of the Island trade and enterprise, he
thought it was high time for the Legislature to take into
their serious consideration the propriety of introducing
Bankrupt Laws into the Colony. ‘T'he operation of
such Laws would, he was persuaded, beuefit both
Debtors and Creditors, and tend greatly to promote our
seneral prosperity.

Mr. CoLrs contrasted the operation of our existing
Insolvent Debtors Law with that of these of Great
Britain. The hon, member dwelt, in strong condemna-
tory language, upon the severity, injustice and rmpolicy
of our Liaw, by which an honest, but unfortunate man
might be kept in juil, on account of debt which he had
no power to discharge, on no better than a felon’s
allowance, if as pood, fur twelve months; whereas, in

-t » o 2 » . . . 1 A\l
3,1‘ :d;”""tm“ and cperstion of the lusolvent Laws of Great Brita'n and other countries, the Insclvent —op
et Ertain exten?ed to mea who were pot engaged showing to tie satis‘action of the Insolvent Debtors’

i @b sich wm ke more Poroer, the Surgeon' tie

'Court, ths: L= Lad given ue his ll fur the bepet! of bis

should I ge with thee?

Then the messenger said unto him, O! thou ef liite
patriotism, why stand you idle when the fabric crumbles
and the Examixer 1sin the land. But Duncan swic.
wherefore should | go with thee ?

Now, the messenger answered and said unto him
Know, O Dunean, the great of the €11y of the Guif have
numbered twenty and ten pounds for thee, to sit in the
Office of John the Publisher ninety end three days and
smite our enemies. Then Duncaw’s eye brightenes.
and his rouzh visage knew a smile, aud he made hun
self ready and came rejoicing into the City of the Is'e.

And Duncan wae installed in the Office of John the
Publisher, us the Batiering Rum of the remnant of the
people. And on that day Duncen's face was woshed
slean, and e beard was shorn, and white linen wes ut
his bpsom and a collar on his Dickey, and he was of
ssyed in an sged bige guruent deckod with butioms
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