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The Queen adds to stature

with modernizing

ace have been adapted to enable
the Queen and the Duke of Ed-
whose works include ““The S«I’y inburgh to invite a much more
of Buckingham Palace” and | representative selection o]
“The Life of Queen Mary” | guests tian was customary in
Queen Elizabeth I has prov-| the past.
ed herself to be a modern mon-| From time to time they give|peop)
arch a respect for tradi-|informal parties to which they
tion but not for outdated cus-|invite members of national or-
toms. In the process of modern- gnmmllnns (the guests usually
ising the monarchy she has pre-| heing chosen by ballot of
served ignity and <colour- | membership) or delegates  to
ful pageantry of the more impor-| conferences meeting in London.
fant State occasions, because| They regularly give small semi-
this represents a heritage great-
Iy valued not only by her, but

By
MARGUERITE  PE

official lunch and dinner_par-
ties, choosing as their guests
lho by te majority of her peo-| those who have made some sig-
| nificant contribution to national
lﬂ other respects court life| or Commonwealth life but wio
has been greatly simplified, hold mo appointment which
while the Queen and her hus-|would qualifv them for inclus-
band have hrwzhf the prwm‘mn in the official invitation lists.
life of the Royal Family as far|n this way they meet writers,
as possible into line with that of | artists, sportsmen, social work-
other households in Britain. | ers and others who would not, in
FEWER FORMALITIES rmer times, have attended
'I‘he _Queen's personal wish, | court functions.
fully shared by her husband, to| 1t was the Queen's personal
bring her family Into closer con- | decision whics brought about
tact with people in all walks of | the abolition of the old presen-
life, has inspired changes both| tation procedure whereby debu-
fn he organization of their pub- | tantes and others were sum-
lic engagements and in
planning of Royal hospitality.
‘The traditional methods of en- | rapid succession before
tertaining at _Pal- | royal dais.

tsy to her as they passed in
the

the nu

the | moned to make their brief cur-|*'

influence

Characteristically, the Queen
felt that a ceremony which pro-
vided no opportunity for her to
exchange a single word with
those presented to her, and for
which only a limited number of
people was eligible, was out of
keeping with the times. The end
of vresentation parties has been
followed by an increase in the
r of more democratic and
less formal receptions at which
Commonwealth visitors are us-
ually much in evidence.
LONG WORKING DAY
e Queen has a long working
day "Which begins early and ot
ten continues until late at night.
She Nas inherited all her fath-
er's love of thoroughness in ev-
erything which she does. The
reading and signing of State pa-
pers n_important part
of her constitutional duties and
keeps hen occupied at her desk
for many hours a
Throughout most of the year
she is_in residence at Bucking-
ham Palace. Tie latter vart of
the morning is usually allocated
to-officlal audiences, which are
of the many ways by which
She ‘keeps In close. fouch  with
national and world affairs. Part
of each day is devoted to inter-
views with members of her

household, dealine with corres-

pondence,  planning her pro-
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gramme of public en"a::emcrl's
and discussing the ma

her homes.
Despite her many official re-
sponsibilities, the Queen decid-
es herself, or jointly with her
husband, 'everything connected
wnh their family life. Just as
wife and mother
would do, she chooses the clot-
es for her children, the menus
for meals, the material for new
curtains and all the other small
domestic delslls which go to the
making of a ler own
fosins) e cimple; she ests

ringly, ot smoke, and
e oo fnoe-
sible in her private life.

COUNTRY WEEKENDS

lems involved in the r\lmlh\g of |

AN “ACTOR” in an excerpt from a Shakespearean play gets a pat

of appxoval from Queen Elizabeth at London’s famous

theatre—the Old

PO RSSO AL

la(-llrhrylntu.m
of Eton.
Her.tudlelcovemdn wide

. wrote of Te
morrow"" thlt she was “never

forced precociously in a hot-
house of royal learning, nor cir-
cumscribed in her studies and
entertainment when she grew
older.”

She had a keen appreciation

Chapel, Windsor, and fook piano
lessons from Mabel Lander, a
pupil of Paderewski's teacher
Leschetitzky.
FIRST BROADCAST
She made her first broad-
cast at 14. “It was perfectly
done,” wrote South African
novelist Sarah Millin in her
diary. “If there are still queens
in the world a generation hence,
this child will be a good queen.”
Elizabeth carried out her
first public engagement on her
16th birthday when she in-

Shortly after her 18th
v she was appointed a
(-nunsellm‘ of state during King

George VI's absence on & tour
of Italian battlefields.

The princesses spent the
Second World War in seclusion
at Windsor Castle. Some thoug!

ada through an evacuated
chlld said if he did send one it
would be deploring any “stam-
pede” from the old country.
In October, 1940, Elizabeth
emerged briefly from seclusion
to make her first broadcast.
She ended it memorably by
urging her sister, also in the
studio, to “come along and say
goodnight.” The flash of spon-
taneity drew a large fan mail.
In many ways, her early life

was like that of most children.
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Like her husband, tie Queen
has a sociable nature and
wide circle of friends. Since her
accession she has stayed in pri-
vate homes more often than
any recent British sovereign,
paying brief weekend visits ac-
companied by her husband and
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nickname, she replied:
she's not a real rose yet,

detail down to boxes of mmm‘
and baking powder in the tiny |
kitchen drawers. |

An early gift was a white
parrot named Jimmy, which
had to be banished because of

“Well,
is

set Elizal
apart from other children,
Elizabeth studied
particularly French and Ger-
man, and took special lessons in
constitutional history from the

of o real dwelling, faithful in | excluded influences that might
th and Margaret |

languages, |
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sometimes by their children as |
well

e spends most of her weel |
R S

at Nher own country homes. §he
is an excellent horsewoman,
| and riding, often with her hu<-1
band and the Prince of Wales
| and Princess Anne, is her fav-|
 ourite form of exerclse. She en-
| foys country riv- |

she? She is only a bud."”

The two girls frolicked hap-
pily together, Elizabeth's ser-
iousness and sense of appro-
priateness an engaging contrast
with Margaret's ingrained mis-
chief

They spent many hours in the
“Little House,” (Y Bwthyn |
Bach) a gift from the people
of Wales. This was a miniature

ing, walking and presiding i
picnic meals, often driving me\
family car herself.

Combining as _she does the|
great responsibilities of her of-
ficial position with the care of a

Loyal Greetings To Our

Queen and Her Prince
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young family and a great love

of home life, the Queen has al-

ways been particularly interest-
ed in seeing f1e progress which |
women in other countries are
making towards playing a fuller
part in their national life.

its salty tongue and fondness

!nr snapping at the fingers of
he royal princesses. 1

SCOTS GOVERNESS I
Prtsldm[: over the nursery
s Mrs. Clara Knight, known
Bftectionately as® Alla, As
classroom days approached, the
future queen came increasingly
under the guidance of her gover-
ness, Marion Crawford, a Scots-
woman from Dunfermline.
But it was their mother who
played the most important role
in bringing up the two prin-
cesses. Insisting on personal
oversight of every detail, she
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