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. TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS i

CONNECTED WITH
Silver Fox and

Mink Farming

Y
$
.
i

At & of the’

in exper using the chemicals

committee- of the Canadian Na-
uonal Fox Breeders’ Association
held at the Head Office in Sum-
merside, April 10th,, the date for
the annual meeting of the Assoc-
jation was set as 2 P. M, June 10th.,
1952, and 1t will be held at the As-
sociation’s premises in Summer-
side. The day previous to the above
meeting George A, Callbeck, man-
ager Fur Marketing Department,
and his assistants, packed a large
wooden crate with 26 fur garments
of fox and mink furs consigned by
canadian Farm Fur Advertising
Committee to Canadlan Govern-
ment Exhibit, Palace 6, Brussels In-
ternational Fair, Brussels, Belgium.

Tine selections were made trom
the finest skins available and ar-
rangements for their display, ship-
ping, etc. was done by D.O. Stew-
art, Secretary, of the Farm Fur
Advertising Committee. Mr. Calil-
beck stated that he believed 11 was
the best collection they had ever
sent out and we notice among then:
pear] platitnum fox capes, stand-
ard platinum fox capes, standard
platinum fox stole, standard silver
fox capes, standard silver fox cape
stole, Arctic blue fox cape, stand-
ard mink stole, standard mink jac-
ket, Starlight mink cape with ross
petal collar, standard mink cape
stole, standard mink cape with
tuxedo cdllar, standard mink four
skin stole, 18 standard dressed mink
skins, 24 mutation mink pelts dress-
ed, 5 grade A pearl platinum tox
skins, one grade A white marke:dl
silver fox skin, 4 pearl platinum
raw fox pelts, 4 standard platinum
raw fox pelts, 4 white marked sil-
ver raw fox pelts, 4 standard silver
raw fox pelts, (all the above were
grades select A, B, and C.) and 6
standard grade A raw fox pelts.
The total value of the shipment ts
$11,160. Great interest has been
taken at previous international ex-
hibitions in Milan, Italy, and else-
where, where consignments such as
the above have been displayed and
no doubt equal Interest will be
taken in this one.

The fur Industry by and large is
pleased with Finance Minister Ab-
bott's budget which cuts the excise
tax on furs from 25 to 15 per cent.
The reduction payable on
skin prices under the ruling com-
pared with last year should spur
fur garment sales both at manu-
facturer and retail level, it is be-
lleved

The great kick about it is that it
Is levied at the dressing and dye-
Ing stage and that places the onus
of tax collection on the producer
and the burden of financing th2
tax payment on the owners of the
skins, It is believed that it would
have been much better to have the
tax imposed at the point of sale
of the garment by the manufactur-
er similar to other articles subject
to excise tax. One of the leading
Montreal furriers figures the tax
‘ut means a reduction of about $20
on the wholesale price of a rorth-
ern muskrat back coat, and $30 or
more off the retall price. Thus a
$400 muskrat coat may become
about $350, it 15 suggested.

An increase of 20 to 33 per cent
in the size of ranch mink pelts at
the Putnam Fur Farms, Lake Mah-
opac, N.Y, has been achieved by
adding Terramycin, Terralac and
Vitamin B 12 to horse meat and
fish fed, it i8 reported by Charles
Pfizer Co, New York chemical
concern. Use of these dietary sup-
plements, the firm claims, also virt-
ually eliminated mortality among
fnch mink and improved color and
ustre. More than 5,000 mink on the

lower'

Putnam Fur Farms were involved

in the mink rations, according to a
report by Herbert C, Luther ot the
chemical concern, before the Am-
erican Chemical Soclety in Mil-
waukee,

Use of the antibiotics and the
vitamin resulted in higher prices
being paid at auction for the mink,
he said. Pelts of animals fed the
usual horsemeat ' and fish diet
brought an average of $24.48 each,
said Mr. Luther. Mink on the same
ration with 50 grams of terramy-
cin in each dry-weight ton ot feed
brought $29.95 each, and those re-
celving both 50 grams of terramycin
and 10 milligrams of B12 per ton
sold for $33.55, according to the
report. Experiments on the mink
ranch also indicated that the use
ot the antibiotic and the vitamin
increased the size of kits and re-
duced mortality. One group which
was fed terramycin, whelped four
kits per litter and averaged 39 per
cent greater weight per kit than a
control group, which was fed only
a normal diet. Another group, ted
terramycin and Bl2, also whelped
four kits per litter and averaged 45
per cent heavier than the control
group.

According to the report, mink
also grew faster as a result of
chemical fortitication ot their diets.
Terralac, a synthetic milk contain-
ing terramycin and Vitamins, was
fed to sapphires and Aleutians, and
reportedly resulted in an improve-
ment in the appetites of these
breeds as well as & marked accel-
eration in the rate of growth.

For those who wish to tigure out
how much in avoirdupois a gram
is, we would say that it is 15 1/2
grains, or about 1/28 of an ounce
and a milligram is the 1/1000 part
of a gram . ... The Maritime rep-
resentative for Charles Pfizer Co.
is Sydney Stead, whose headquar-
ters is in Moncton. Mr. Stead was
for a number of years in the em-
ploy of Jenkins Pharmacy of Char-
lottetown.

Mink ranchers in the . United
States are becoming quite alarmed
over the scarcity of horse meat. An
editaerial in the last issue ot the
National Fur News, published 1in
Denver, Colorado, has the tollow-
ing .... *“To produce a mink pelt
requires 140 to 150 pounds of feed.
What that feed fs to be 1s becoming
more and more of a problem. Tha
old standby, horse meat, is grad-
ually fading out of the picture.
Dogs, cats, even people, are getting
the first chance at Dobbin.

Added to this competition the
United States horse population due
principally to mechanized farming,
18 showing a steady decline. All this
means higher prices for horses on
the mink ranch. It is now selling
as high as eight cents a pound. Ob-
viously, meat substitutes gre need-
ed and now fish forms a portion of
the mink diet on many ranches.
In some localities where fish 1s
comparatively cheap, it forms a
major part of the diet. Some ot
these ranchers say fish is the equal
of horse meat for producing growth
and fine quality of fur. Opinions
may differ on this point.

Cereal pellets will play a big
part - in supplying the elements
found In horse meat. If mink eat
enough of them as little as 10 per
cent meat in the diet will suffice.
Great progress has been and ts
being made in the development ot
cereal pellets. We have every con-
fidence that American ingenuity and
enterprise will solve the mink feed
problem.
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CANADIAN Y.M.CA. 1918

able, in France.

The annual meeting of the Na-
tional - Council was held in Mon-
treal in January, 1918. Great in-
terest and enthusiasm prevalled at
this large gathering of the Associa-
tion brotherhood, with deligates
representing almost every commun-
ity throughout Canada. The people
at home demonstrated the same
unity of spirit that was so well ex-
emplified by our fighting men 1n
the trenches of France. The whole
nation had mobilized for the sup-
reme etfort to overthrow the enemy
from his great fortified lines that
Germany thought were impregn-

The contidence of our people al-

so reached its highest point, and
this was reflected by the Y.M.C.A.
budget that included over a million
dollars for overseas work; over hait
a million for war work in Canada
and on the transports; a quarter
million for the Canadian Khaki
University; $200,000.000 for work in
the allled armies and for prisoners
ot war; $90,000.000 for the regular
work of the National Counci and
$75,000.000 for the Y.M.C.A. regular
and war service budget, which,
when added made a total of $2,250,-
000.000. Nearly half a million dol-
lars »as added to this before thz
campaign started, making the ob-
jective $2,715,000.000. The result ot
that campaign is still almost un-
believeable, as $3,342,610.000 were
received; P.E. Island, which had
contributed $7,860,000 to the ¥ .M.C.
A. military work the year before,
raised $18,000.000 from our people,
whose incomes would be scarcely

Halifax
boat, and’was always welcomed by
the British and American naval
and transport ships as they enter-
ea port, where he always had a
program ready for the officers and
crews upon their arrival, The statt
in Canada increased to 110 secre-
taries, who were engaged in 100
different branches of the work;
and in addition, there were a large
number of paid helpers and volun-
teers, so that over $700,000,000 were
spent in the service.
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-NEWSY NOTES-

By J. A. Clark, D.Se.

ports. The Y.M.C.A. workers met
the men at the ports, and repre-
sentatives went with them on the
special trains; Red Triangle' Clubs
were erected from coast to coast
in all the larger cities, for the re-
turned men to use as hostels, A
staff of volunteer ladies, many ot
them wives and mothers of soldi-
ers, served the men in the Red
Triangle Clubs, and visited others
in the hospitals. Many of the local
Y.M.CA.'s placed portions of their
bulldings at the disposal of the
returned men.

The work of the secretaries on
the transports so impressed the
Captain of the Olympic that he
asked for a Y.M.C.A. officer to be
permanently attached to his statf.
Captain Kneale, at the port ot
as provided with a motor

IN ENGLAND

In England a trained force of

70 officers and 150 other ranks
operated 84 Y.M.C.A. huts
branches. Great quantities ot sup-
plies were poured out daily to meet
the soldiers’ needs. A great volume
of activities were carried on wher-

and

EXPANDED SERVICES

one-half of what they are today.

The enlistment of 180,000 men for
military service in 1918 greatly in-
creased the opportunity for ¥ .M.C.

.| Triangle Clubs. This had started

A work among the troops in Can-
ada. The entertainment depart-
ment was  greatly improved;
artists of high standing in
the musical world were secured for
the large scale concert programs;
nine standard moving picture
machines and twelve portable ones
were acquired for the huts and
branches of the work in the milit-
ary camps. Religious work was
turther emphasized, as shown by
1750 decision cards being signed in
the camps of Ontario and Quebe:
that year. Educational work was
developed by increasing the number
of libraries, and by using the tra-
velling libraries supplied by several
provincial departments of educat-
ion.

Work was established 1n the
Royal Air Force camps, in coopera-
tion with the Imperial Munitions
Board, who assisted in buliding
the huts. Their Officer in Com-
mand of the Borden Camp said:

|

came into the camp sooner, as the|
success of the Y.M.C.A, has been’
far beyond my highest expecta-
tions.” Two Y.M.C.A. workers went
with men of the Imperial Alr Ser-
vice, who were sent to secure Sitka
spruce from the Queen Charlotte
Islands for ailrplane propellors.
They provided regular Y.M.CA.
supplies and entertainment, and
also were able to render outstanding
service during the terrible *flu”
epidemic that attacked the camps.

camp doctors. A logging contract-
or said: “I am so sitisfied with
the kind of service the Y.M.CA.
has rendered that I have made up
my mind never to run another
camp Wwithout something of the

ever there were numbers of Canad-
ian soldiers, Mr. John M.Ross, Prestd-
ent of the National Council, spent
three months overseas as its special
commissioner. He associated him-
self with the Overseas Committee,
and acted on the Exective Com-
mittee of the newly formed Khak:

University. He reported that the
work was thorough and effective.
The Prime
Borden,
viewed the Y.M.C.A. work in Eng-
land and France in July, and asked
that a memorandum be given him
regarding
which he might present to the Im-
perial Conférence, as one of Can-
ada’s unique contributions to the
war.

Minister, Sir Robert
and his colleagues, re-

the Y.M.C.A. work,

Two important military com-

missions investigated the use that
was being made of army personnel
for the ~work of
services
Y.M.C.A. and others. The commiss-
ion in England stated that the act-
ivities of the Y.M.C.A. were most
important for the welfare of Can-
adian soldiers; and as an adjunct
to training it recommended that
the staff be increased from 150 to
240, and stated:
“Your endeavors have helped to!only speak in terms of the high-
make the men's spare time enjoy- |est praise of the organization, both
able and beneficial in every way. at its headquarters and in its work
My only regret is that you did not|generaliy.”

such auxiliary

as Chaplain’s Setvices,

“The Board can

In cogperation with the Chap-

lain’s Services and ‘the Khaki Uni-
versity, a Citizenship Campaign,
which had been proposed by the
Executive of the Y.M.C.A. in France
with Sir
Commander, as its Honorary Presi-
dent,
was to include study classes, meet-
ings
themes to be presented and studi-
ed, were: The ideal state, the ideal
citizen and the call to service. This

Arthur Currie, Corps

whs formed. The campaign

the general

and lectures;

Their huts were turned Intol,,jertaging, however, remained in
hospitals and the secretaries WOrk.| jpevance until after the armis-
e heroically as assistants to the| poci"o "W oreat German offensive

began op the Fifth Army Front
on March 21st, 1918, and all plans
except th: immediate needs of the
fighting men, were halted.

To be Continued

kind in it.” An official of the Im-
perial Munitions Board said to a
Secretary: “I was at first sceptical
as to your ability to adapt your pro-
gram to men in logging camps, but
I am now fully convinced that you
put over a very valuable plece of
work.”

The greatest development, how-
ever, of the year in Canada was
the building of the chain of Red

in Toronto in April, 1917. The
stream of returning men, many of
them casualties, grew, and special
trains carried them homu’ from the

CAPONIZING

Make your appointment
early when you buy your

NEVER MORE FOR
YOUR OLD ICE BOX
OR ELECTRIC
REFRIGERATOR

Trade In Today for a Famous

FIRESTONE Electric Refrigerator
at Special Low Sale Prices.

SEE US AND SAVE

More for your old Frig.

Less for the New one.

FIRESTONE

BRYENTON & MacKAY

COMPANY

187 Gt. Geo. St.

Farmers Can
Test Their Seed

To harvest good field crops, good
seed must be sown. Often seed is
obtained from the local dealer, but
many farmers use their own home-
grown seed. The quality of seed 18
important, and a_seed test will sIOw
any undesirable conditions which
may result in & crop failure, or
introduce and spread troublesome
weeds.

There are two main seed tests;
for' purity and germination. In a
purity test the seed 1s examined
tn determine the kinds and num-
ber of weed and other cultivated
seeds. ' The germination test shows
the proportion of crop seeds that
may be expected to produce nor-
mal plants,

In making a purity test the seed
should be thoroughly mixed so that,
it is representative of the whole
quantity and a pound should be
used for the actual analysis. This
should be spread on a clean sur-
face in a good light, and be care-
fully picked over and all foreign
seeds removed, These should be
named and the number of each
kind recorded. If identification of
some is impossible they may be
sent to the nearest Seed Laboratory
of the Plant Division, Canada De-
partment of Agriculture.

In checking the sample the gen-
eral quality of the seed and the
uniformity and size of the kernels
should be noted to decide whether
the seed should be re-cleaned. It
any noxious weed seeds are tound
it is advisable to use other seed.

In a germination test, seed may
be germinated in clean eand, sotl,
or on blotting-paper, absorbent
paper-towelling or canton flannel
Generally two hundred seeds are
germinated. They should be weil
spaced if in sand or soil, and roll-
eda up if in cloth or paper-towelling
and wrapped in waxed paper to
keep them moist. Ordinary room
temperature 1s suitable for most
kinds of seed and they should be
kept moistened throughout the
test. Clovers are counted in five
days, corn and peas in eight days,
and cereals in twelve days, and
only strong, healthy sprouts should
be included. Many seeds, especially
those which are injured or frosted,
may grow a small sprout which
would not produce a normal
healthy plant. Seed should ger-
minate over 80 per cent if It is
t> be used for planting.

Hardy Annuals

‘There is a place for annual flow-
ers in almost every garden. They
are particularly useful in the gar-
den of a new house before the
permanent planting is done. They
have a place in establishea gar-
dens when the daffodils and tulips
and the earlier flowering perennials
have bloomed and left bare places.
They are among the best tlowers
for house decoration, and are truly
“cut and come again” flowers, as
new blossoms come if the old ones
are cut before seed pods form.

Seeds of the more hardy annuals
can usually be sown in early May
in locations where they are to
bloom and require little beyond
thinning and weeding. They do
well in any good garden soil but
a well prepared soil bed is necess-
ary. Perhaps the greatest cause of
failure 1s planting the seeds too
deep. Fairly generous, shallow
seeding and careful tamping of
the soil will do much to assure
success.

Some annuals take 90 to 100 days
or more from the time of seed-
ing to the time of blooming. Such
seeds are not suited for outdoor
sowing, and are sown early in the
spring in hotbeds or greenhouses.
The average gardener is advised to
buy plants of this group of annuals
rather than to grow them at home
rom seed. While this can be done,
under average home conditions and
with no greenhouse, spindly plants
often result which are subject to
a fungus disease known as “damp-
ing-off”.

Seed catalogues and most pack-
ages indicate the number of days
required until the plant blooms.

Fertilizer Supplies

‘The generally anticipated short-
age of superphosphate did not mat-
erialize this year, largely because
the U.S. Allocation Board provid-
ed the fertilizer industry with ad-
ditional quantities of sulphu:
which s required for superphosp-
hate manufacture. Actually there
are 1,000 tons more ammonium

chicks to avoid disappoint-

ment. Best age for Cross
Breds 5 to 6 weeks; for Bar-
red Rocks 6 to 7 weeks. For
appointment phone 1591-23
or write

KEITH MUTCH,
Southport.

You have clear, straight-ahead vision.
o You have better control of your work.

You have more useful pull-power. See
us for a Prove to Yourself demonstration
«+. on your farm, We furnish the Farmall,
you be the driver. Call us today. i

Terms up to Three Years conveniently arranged
- it required.

W. R. JENKINS

2168

208 - 212 Great George Street
~PHONES—
“Service Follows Sales”

2164

Send for free illustrated folder,

CONCRETE
SEWER PIPE

town and municipality
séwers; highway construction;
building drainage; surface and
under-drainage; in fact, wherever
drainage Is essential to mnormal
operation, SHAW “New Process"
Concrete Pipe will give better
service for a longer period.
It meets all A, S. T. M. require-
ments, and the new “Packer-Head"
process, besides, ensuring good
alignment, lmpnru to the pipe a
significant additional strength, . .

FOR city,

L.E. SHAW LTD.

PHONE HALIFAX 3-9355

YES MR.

IT'S LATER THAN YOU THINK

Have you inquired regarding the new 1952 FORD
This unit comes to you equipped with
newly designed motor, with cast iron sleeves for more
power and longer life. Also new]y designed Front end
with heavy duty 550 x 16-tires

TRACTORS.

We also offer for immediate delivery the follow-

ing used tractor units:

1—1950 FORD DEARBORNE
11949 FORD DEARBORNE*
11948 COCKSHUTT 170
1—1945 M. H. 2 PLOW

All completely reconditioned.

S. R. JOHNSTON LTD.

St. Peter’s Road

Phone 3092—3093

FARMER

Charlottetown

Care Required
In Shrub Choice

It is better to use fairly small
plants in planting. a hedge, says
B. W. Oliver, Assistant, Ornamen-
tal Horticulture, Central Exper-
imental Farm, Ottawa. Two-year-
old plants from seed are excellent
for most deciduous hedges and
four years for conifers.

The first spring after planting,
deciduous hedges should be cut
down to within a few inches of
the ground. If older bushy plants
are used cut them back almost
to the base of last year’s growth.
This-causes the plant to throw out

Tractors And Fire

Fire insurance figures continue
to show that tractors still remain
something of a “bad-man” on many
farms. And there is no reason
why this should be, experts point
out, if a few simple precautions
are observed.

Here are a few pointers to take
the fire risk out of tractors:

(1) Keep the tractor well serv-
iced. The chief fire hazards are
mufflers, gasoline lines and the
ignition system.

(2) Under no circumstances do
any repair work to a tractor in a
building where fire could do ex-
tensive damage. Distance is the
greatest protection and the cheap-
est. A minimum distance is 80
feet from any main building.
Flaming gasoline spreads rapidly
and much material around a farm
is often dry and inflammable.

(3) Combustible material on the
tractor or nearby can be a serious
fire risk. Chaff can accumulate
on the engine, pile up on the
muffler or get sufficienfly in con-
tact with heated parts to cause
a flash fire. In starting the en-
gine it may back-fire and ignite
inflammable material nearby.

(4) Drive the tractor around the
farm with the same care and at-
tention given to driving a car on
a crowded highway.

To sum up the experts’ advice:
use good judgment at all times
and the farm tractor will
longer be a possible farm
hazard.

phosphate available this year n
the provinces of Ontario than 1in
the preceding year, and indications
are that there will be no short-
ages of superphosphate fertilizer
during the 1952-1953 period.

Triple superphosphate, however
is scarce and there is little hope
ot an early improvement of this
situation.  Although  substantial
quantities of this fertilizer are avail-
able in Europe, the higher cost
compared with that from the U.S.A.
discourages the importation ot sup-
erphosphate from that source.

Other fertilizers, such as muri-
ate of potash, sulphate of ammonia
cyanamid, nitrate of ammonia, nit-
rogen solutions, and anhydrous
ammonia are in ample supply.

no
fire

VALUABLE GRASS

Esparto grass, used in manufact-
uring a certain kind of paper, is
native to North Africa but also
grown in England.

FARM FOR SALE

AT TRYON

26 acres of good land with
good house and outbuildings.
Electricity and modern water
system.

Price $2500.00

MAX THOMPSON,
Victoria.

FARMERS

The increased loading facilities at our
new plant will enable us to again improve

numerous new shoots close to the
ground. In the case of conifers,
cut off only about half of last
year's growth.

Hedges must be clipped each
year to keep them in good shape.
Never let a hedge reach the de-
sired height before starting to
trim it. ‘This will result in a
bushy top on tall leafless stems.

The correct time to trim will
vary with the locality and the

PEOPLE LIKE
2 ~,

WHERE THEY WORK

season. In general, hed should
be trimmed when the nctlve per-
iod of new growth is about at an
end. In most parts of Canada
this will be at the end of June
or early July for deciduous plants
and about September first for
conifers. Hedges should be clip-
ped during cool, dull spells of
weather to avoid tip burning.

The reason for clipping towards
the end of the growing season is
largely one of economy. Hedges
trimmed at this time rarely grow
enough to get out of shape dur-
ing the remainder of the season
and will look untidy only for two
or three weeks in June.

COMPLETE VISUAL
REFRACTION and
ANALYSIS

G. F. HUTCHESON

& SON
Optometrists
53 Grafton St

P. W. C.

TUESDAY,

APRIL 22
At

Auditorium

AT 7:30 P. M.

JﬂHN DEERE DAY
7eee 5%@#@«7

ENTERTAINMENT

WITH HOLLYWOOD CAST

"GALAHAD

JONES™ |

/; "WHAT’'S NEW IN

JOHN DEERE FA

and other new, interesting

and educational pictures

A. PICKARD FARM TRACTORS LTD.
Malpeque Road

ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY

IF YOU DON'T HAVE TICKETS OR NEED
7’
MORE, ASK US FOR THEM (cy/ze;z,;a”

RM EQUIPMENT"

our service this year. In order to avoid any
possible disappointment, we would strongly
advise that you take delivery of your fer-

tilizer requirements at an early date.

We are pleased to announce the open-
ing of our new offices located in our plant
on the Kensington Range in Charlottetown.

It would be a pleasure to have the oppor-
tunity of showing you through our new prem-

Brace Block on April 19th.

e ISLAND FERTILIZER (0. 1m.

Box 361, Charlottetown, P. E. |.
PHONES 2987 - 8

We vill close our former office in the




