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TIHE PEOPLE!OF THE LEBANON.
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“The following extraets, taken from a brief aceount of
residence in the Lebanon mountaing, published
in the Revista de Madrid, by Don Catlos Creas,
lately chargé d’affuires at the Court of Portugal, and
grandson of the statesman who signed the Seville con-
vention with the Marquis Wellesley in 1803, contain ra-
ther interesting details === """ )14 o T o
*“‘I'he Lebanon is inhabited by Maronites and Druses.
The former are all Christians, mostly Catholics, except-
ing the few who profess the Greek “rite. 'T'he. Druses
belong to.the sect instituted by the dissolute Ha-Kens-
bi-Arnr-Allah, Caliph of Egypt, the origin of which was
to organize the repugnant bacchanalian excesses which
he indulged in. "Aﬁéi”hﬁ viblent death the Druses took
refuge, in Aleppo, but as their persecutions fol}owed
them thither, they ultimately sought an asylum in the
rough ‘Lebanon. - Their creed is, that there is a Gob;
his prophet the founder of the sect, and that Gon crea-
ted the world and a certain number of privileged souls
that never perish, which are the Druses, who alone shall
enjoy the delights of this earth, whenever the day of ge-
nerl extermination shall arrive, which is to be accom-
plished by an angel mounted on a green horse. They
practice polygamy and incest, martying their own sisters
n preference.

The greatest animosity exists between the Maronite
and the Druse, but they unite cheerfully when it be-
comes necessary to defend the soil. They, born in the
midst of precipices and rocks, get accustomed from
their carliest age to the hardest fatigues, by the efforts
they have to lavish in order to work an arid and ungrate-
ful soil, which only yields its_ scanty produce in propor-
tion to the immense labour bestowed onit. Tle sort
of life that the configuration of the ground compels them
to lead, renders them dexterous and agile. The diffi-
culty which the avenues to penetrate into their country
offers, and the asperity of the ground hinders foreigners
from frequenting . it,and by means of this forced exclu-
sion from intercourse with others they have preserved
their original habits. «T'he inhabitant of the Tebanof
is, ‘above all, remarkable for his love of independence.

With a warlike character, and oppressed by misery,
the inhabitants of the Lebanon often resisted the pay-
ment of the unjust taxes with which the Sublime Porte,
of which they were: tributaries, weighed them down:
This resistance brought on continual conflicts, and a
year did not pass without the Pachas of Aleppo and St.
Jean d’Acre coming to the frontier, destroying the crops
and_causing other grave injuries to the inhabitants,
without, however, ever succeeding in penetrating into
the intérior.

But towards the middle of the last century, during the
reign of the Sultan Selim, a general rebellion sprung up
in the Lebanon, which compelled the Porte to send thi-
ther upwards of 80,000 men under the orders of various
pachas. The mountains thus attacked at different points
were defended by the inhabitants with unheard of cou-
rage. They proved in a thousand fights, during the
seven years of that cruel struggle, that the enemy would
never be able to penetrate into the interior. Though
the frontier had been ifrigated with blood, the interior
of the country continued unpolluted, but the necessity
of appealing to arms had deprived agriculture of its la-
bourers. The fields became a dreary waste, and the
most heart-breaking hunger was causing horrible and
awful inroads—the people were reduced to a  terri-
ble strait: but the Turks had likewise lost all hopes of
reducing such high spirited men by force of arms.

An arrangement took place between the contending
parties. The inhabitants of Lebanon agreed to select a
mussulman family to be governed by, who would under-
stand with the Sublime Porte as to the tribute that
should be paid. The people and their new govetnors
were to settle, among themselves, the maunner of levying
the taxes, the administration of justice, and other mea-
sures, in order to constitute the interior organization of
the country.

The Maronites selected the illustrious family of
Scheab, established at Damascus, composed at that time
of two brothers, both married, whose nobility reached
up to Mahomet, whose descendants they were. 'These

rinces acceded to the terms on which the people of Le-

anon tendered the Government of the mountains, and
they fixed their residence in the capital Dyr el Camar.
Tt luckily bappened for the mountainecrs that this fami-
ly embraced the Christian religion a few years after, by
which means it identified its own interests with those of
the country.

It might seem probable that this event should have in-
sured the felicity of the country, by establishing a gua-
rantee that would preserve it from the effects of the sus-
picion with which the Porte ever looked on the Leban-
on, as ready to emancipate itself from its dominion, at
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_ the same time that the country saw itself ruled by a fa-

mily which was deeply interested in its prosperity and
welfare. 4

But, unfortunately, either through inexperience, or
that the mountaineers had only thought of repairing the
evils that came from abroad, they, at the time of fixing
the line of succession, fell into a vast error, that has now
become a permanent souree of broils and discord, which,
at every moment, cover that wretched couutry with
blood, mourning, and grief.

It was only in the event of the total extinction of the
family Scheab that it could be succeeded in the govern-
ment of the Lebanon by that of Ruseillen, a Druse fa-
mily converted to Christianity, and connected by mar-
riage with the former. Upon the death of the reigning
prince, the people assemble at the respective parishes,
and point out, as successor, such of his relatives as they
deem most entitled to it by virtue of his qualifications,
virtues, and courage. And as the family Scheab has
become very considerable in point of riches, and nume-
rous in respect of numbers, they all nourish a wish to
command. Such of the candidates as do not obtain the
legal suffrages of the people, resort to battle in order to
obtain, by force of arms, what was lawfully refused.
Upon such unfortunate occasions the family divides it-
self in proportion to the prestige of each of the tworivals,
reinforcing their ranks, and a civil war commences,
which only terminates in the burning of the eyes and
cutting the tongues of the vanquished, this being the pu-
nishment imposed by the conqueror.

The most cruel of these civil wars, and which had
only terminated a very little while previous to my arrival
in the Lebanon, was the one brought about by the Emir
Suleiman against his cousin the Emir Beschir. Al the
Scheab family, as well as the whole of the mountaineers,
had taken an active part in it, and it ended by the ex-
termination of the Druse party, which was until then the
strongest, and had declared in favour of Prince Sulei-
man, the preponderance having been obtained by the
Maronites, who supported the Emir Beschir. The Emir
Suleiman and his brother T'aris were consequently con-
quered, and underwent, in punishment oftheir bad luck,

the usual' opiération—riamely, that of ‘béing" deprived of
sight and hating' their tonguescut out. “ * 7 "+
 With the view of becoming d¢quainted with the de-
tails of these events; I deétermined upon removing to
Jadet y Baabda, the residence of the conquered princes.
I twrote to Mr. Laurelle, our consul at Beyrath, ‘request-
ing he would procure me a miaster who might teach me
the Arabic, and taking leave of the kind nuns at Antura,
directed nfy steps to Beyruth, where I heard from the.
consul, to my infinite satisfaction, -that the master he
had procured for me was Tanuus el “Schidrak, who had
been secretary and” counsellor of the Tmir Suleiman,
and, of coursé, well acquainted with every circumstance
I wished to know.. On the following day I started for
my new residence, and in.three-quarters of anhour, after
having traversed ‘the stilland melanchioly valley of
Pinos, towards snnsét I entered the Lebanon, which
seemed to my view, as imposing and majestic as the
Casrawan. My master awaited me at a small house
that had been prepared for. me at Jadet, and shortly after
my arrival various servants.of the' Emirs Suleiman and

hood, came to eompliment ' me on behalf of their mas-
ters, inviting me to attend the sahra (evening assembly)
at the residence of Fmir Faris, where the princes met
that evening. The invitation was gladly accepted, and
attended towards nine o’clock. 3

It was a summer evening, and I found the princes
sitting beneath an immense oak-tree, on the lawn in
front of Emir Faris’s -castle; the Emirs Suleiman and
Hussein were with him. " The three were deprived of
sight in consequence of their rebellion, and, notwith-
standing their tongues were cut out, they were able to
speak with considerable difficulty. The prince Sulei-
man could just see a little through the left eye, owing to
a circumstance which I shall further on refer to. ' Their
reception of me was most ‘gracious, making me sit by
them, and they appeared to vie'with each other as to
who should show me most attention. Coffee. and pipes
having been served, the conversation became more ani-
mated, the principal topics being politics, religion; wars,
and the circumstances in which the country found itself.
Besides the three princes already named, there were
present their sons and neplews, to the number of seven
or eight, and about thirty armed servants were around
us, in the attitude of receiving orders, agreeable to, the
custom of the country.

During our conversation, the Emirs were very expan-
sive, which enabled me to form a conception of their
character. .

The Emir Suleiman was about G0, but preserving the
vigour of his green years. Turbulent and impetuous, he
longed for the opportunity of avenging his affront and
humiliation, ‘and his uneasy spirit only derived enjoy-
ment from the violent emotions of fights : he was wretch-
ed during periods of quiet and peace. He had abjured
the Christian faith, and professed, with fanaticism, that
of ¢ Islam 3 a circumstance he was indebted to for hav-
ing preserved some faint sight, because the executioner
of the terrible punishment dictated by the Emir Beschir
was his co-religionist. ' As all his relatives were Chris-
tians, their endeavours to bring him again into the right
path gave rise to very obstinate quarrels, owing to the
violence of his character.

The Emir Faris, on the contrary, was very mild, and
of a quiet and contented disposition, supporting the
weight of his misfortanes with truly Christian resigna.
tion.

As to the Emir Hussein, considering his want of
talent and evident signs of idiotism, it was a matter of
admiration to me to hear that he had exposed himself
to such an awful punishment, when he must have been
sure that he would reap no advantage from the victory.

Our intimacy became great within the next few days.
The Emirs, who, though Christians, keep their wives
secluded from the society of men; in order to give mea
proof of confidence and peculiar esteem, invited me to
dine at their harems, a favour that is only dispensed to
the members of their families.

One of the members of the family Scheab, who used
frequently to come and -see’ me, evincing a desire
of rendering our friendship more intimate, was the
Emir * * *, a young man of 25 years of age, of an
agreeable if not very intellectual countenance; he had
often told me that, in order notto be behind his
uncles in proofs of confidence, he wanted to present me
to his princess, whose beauty he greatly praised. T had
often heard the beauty of the Emira Negem lauded, and
as whenever she had been spoken of within my hearing
it had been done with 4 significant meaning, "I became
anxious to see her, in order to fathom the mystery
which evidently was some how or other connected with
her.

On the day following that of my telling the Emir * * #
that T should call and pay my respects to his wife, I
bended 'my steps towards his castle, situated about 2,
000 yards from my residence, at the entrance of the
town and on a small eminence. Having gone into the
house, and being about retiring, upon finding that the
Emir was from home, on a shooting excursion, a servant
came up stating that his lady desired me to proceed
through the apartments. I then went on, guided by the
said domestic, until we reached a vast saloon adorned
with a low divan that went round the four walls, in an
angle of which, reclining on a large cushion next to a
window, the princess was sitting, holding in one hand
the Jong tube of narquile (a sort of glass pipe through
which the water cools the smoke previous to its reaching
the mouth) that was placed in the middle of the saloon.
When 1 presentgd mysg]f before her, she rose, and with
an angelical voice said ¢Ahlan y Sahlan,” (you are
welcome). Obeying her orders, I sat by her side, and
with enchanting gracefulness she put. to me all the
variety of questions with which women, with such little
trou!)le, know how to entangle and captivate our thoushts,
It _did not, require long to perceive that she was gci,fted
with a fertile and quick imagination, 'which met a singu-
lar contrast in the sterility of her husband’s mind.  She
s s aud presnted e o mo, ot gl

s ge, to my presence caused
considerable bashfulness, a circumstance that gave some
merriment to their sister-in-law, who, feeling for their
awkwardness, shortly after gave them leave to withdra
from the saloon. 3
_ The Emira Negem again put more
ing our. European habits, wonderin
our.women enjoy, insinuating,
they would probably use it to the
baqu. Upon my replying that
Rl potseron. v tha M onch et o

il ands, “the’ princess ‘re-
marked that women are worse than the deyi (kach -
min ¢l chitan. ) The conversation comimie’:l‘ A1
on various objects, which enabled me to diséovevqrg"ﬁg
amiable ingerlocutor a festive disposition, a sarg;:i;uz
understanding, kind and ladylike manners, that might

ng at the liberty that
with some malice, that
prejudice of their hus-
the high walls within

well hav i
ell have stood the test with one of our paragons: of
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Faris, whose palaces were in the immediate neighbour-|
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ishiton and high“society.  Hot'figure was no ways Jo-
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rs of age, and might.pass for a beauty Qf.thea!ﬁrsf
her beautiful form was set off to very great.adva ‘
' of a Persian 'slave ‘which she wore.
rks upon'things that she heard
life greatly "s'u-l;pii,seti me, and
yuveying whatever she

24 yea
class;
tage by the dress _
[er very opportune rema
for the first time”in’her
she had‘a wihning manner of con
'Ei‘”ztmon;g.other _llﬁngs the E'mirn inquired \vllet'h.erdf)l.JT.
women- tnok an._active-part iin.our wars. I replie "
the affivmative, acquainting her that my 00|1-ﬂ"')‘,‘SP;1“kTI,
hiad given “birth to great heroifies; 10 re;?Iy ttho the :el is
question-from me, she réplied” that suc?‘:‘w_as : ic:s o
her country, and that bat for her, the mlf: ¥ " £
hushand, would not now be living. f"ebb‘"g }ex )
further particulars, the Emira replied, Bccaqse ‘cguo-
ed-a brother of my husband, whom the latter did not are
to fight, to be murdere(l.”‘ £ ‘l"" -
Supposing from the_ silence that the awfu sqrpr;
caused by her declaration compelled me to observe l(1)r
a while, that I was curious to learn the det_alls of the
bloody history she was going to relate, the princess rose
and told me to follow her. Going to the opposite win-
dow, from which we could see the rests qf an ('mcamp?
ment on a mountain at a quarier of a mile distance :
< That “mountain you behold,’ said she,  was the. spot
where the Emir Sclim had fixed his h.ead quarters ; be-
sides having sided with our enemies 1n the recent war%
he aimed at dispossessing my husband, bls brother., o
his patrimony. My husband, not having sufficient
courage to do it himself, intrasted me with the duty of
fichting him, and the ground that lies between tl'le
castle and the mountain‘is_irrigated with blood lost in
the fights that T have headed, sometimes to .repulse his
attacks, others to attack him in his own positions.

“ After many conflicts I became persuaded that our
adversary was not sufficiently powetful to overcome us,
nor had we sufficient force to' compel him to abaqdon a
spot from whence he caused us grave inconvenience.
In this crael alternative I resolved tohave him assassi-
nated, for which purpose I caused proposals of peace to
be submitted to him, which he admitted, because, pur-
posely, the terms proposed were most advantageous to
him.” He came to our castle, for the purpose of con-
cluding the terms, and I'determined to realise my
project upon the very night of his supping with us. My
faithful Selim was the only one in the secret, and it was
he that had to execute my design.”” I then remembered
that the favourite servant of the’house, a stout young
man of 80, with black eyes and a ferocious look, was
called Selim.  “In order that you may the better know
the details of this scene,”’ continued the princess, ‘I
shall conduct you to the spot where the murder took
place.” The Emira directed her course through several
ddrk corridors, where I followed her, descending with
her a very dark staircase, with an-immediate inlet into
a saloon, the windows of which opened on a precipice.
Arriving into the apartment, the Emira told me that it
was the one destined for the Emir Selim. ¢ It was here
that 1 caused him to be assassinated.” When the hour
of going to rest arrived, we allowed him to go, taking
great.care to. dispel every possible suspicion from his
mind. - Whilst he undressed, I,’ continued the princess,
with a faultering voice, ‘was giving my last orders. Ac-
cording to previous oncs all arms within his reach had
been removed to a room where we would have taken
refuge if our object had failed, in order to defend our-
selves from Selim and his followers.

*“ When the hour marked out by his destiny had ar-
rived,” continued that ‘singular woman, ¢ Selim, armed
with pistols and'sword, and I, descended by that very
same staircase. YWe listened at. the door, which was
half open, in order to ascertain if he was sleeping, trem-
bling that he might detect our project, because, in such
an event, we must hiave been the victims of his ferocity,
because his courage and dexterity in the management
of arms did not leave me the least hope that Selim could,
successfully, grapple with him. At length his s ores
indicated that the traitor slept. Selim went in, and
shortly after I heard the discharge of a pistol; I rashed
into the room, and by means of the lighted lamp I be-
held our enemy bathed in his own blood, and that Selim
was finishing him with lns sabre. I ¢aused the corpse
to be hurled down that window, and, immediately after,
at the head of my armed servants, I made  prisoners of
the few who had accompanied the Emir, until his troops
dispersed themselves.”

I ‘hurried out of that house of crime, cursing the
destiny which gave such lovely forms to conceal so per-
verse (:md cruel a heart as that of the princess must have
been.!
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AN ‘AcE oF Pawmpnrers.—The age of Charles thd
First may be characterised us the age of pamphlets.
Of that remarkable period, ‘we possess in the  British
Museum an extraordindry collection, which ambunts to
about thirty thousand pieces, uniformly bound in two
thousand volumes of various sizes, accompanied by
twelve folio volumes of the catalogue chronologically
arranged, exhibiting their full titles. Even the date of
the day is noted when each pamphlet was published.
It ‘includes a hundred in manuscript  written on the
King’s side, which at the time were not allowed to be
printed. - The formation of this collection is a romantic
incident in the annals of Bibliography.  In that critical
year 1640, a bookseller of the Hame of Thomason con-
ceived, the idea of preserving, in that new age of con-
tested principles, an unbroken chain of men's argu-
ments, aud men’s doings. We may suppose that this
qollg’ctor, Ccommmencing with the year 1640,and con-
tinuing without. omission or interruption to the year
1660, could not at first have imagined the vast career
he had to run ; there was, perhaps, sagacity in the first
thought, but there was far more intrepidity in never
relinquishing this favourite object during these perilous
twenty years, amid a conflict of costly expenditure, of
Pc‘ersona] .danger, and almost insurmountable difficulties,
he design was carried on in secrecy through. con-
fidential servants, who at first buried the volumes as they
collected them ; but they soon became too numerous
for such a mode of concealment. The owner, dreading
that the riling government would seize on the collec-
ton, watched the movements of the army of the

ommonwealth, and carried this itinerant library in
a very opposite direction.. Many' were its removals
northward or eastward, but the danger became so O‘reat’
and the collection so bulky, that he had at- one tirr?e an
Intention to pass them over ;
trust his treasure to the waves, -
ed to place! them in - his warehouses; in"the form of
tables round: the room, covered with' canvass, Tt is
evident that the loyalty of the man rendered him a Sus.
pected person’; for he was once dragged from his bed
and imprisoned for seven weeks, during which time
a;)wever, the collection suffered no imerrucption, nor was

e secret betrayed: /. The secret was, however, evident-
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He atlength determin-

she was about,

into Holland, but feared to |

, £ : v e anekiing "’2"?»’ .
]3;,: niot unkriown_to some faithful Serv‘a,ntg.qt'fig ¢
for when, in 1647, his Majesty atvI.{amptg
sired to see a particular: pamphlet; it was obta
him from this collection, though the 09“&?.016{*.
what chary of the loan, feding " the loss of What
as a limb of his body, not prqb'ab‘ly.‘.;e?oygm .
King had the volame with him in his flight
I'slé_a»qf Wight ; but it was returned . to the.
his Majgst'y{s carnest exhortation ,'th.at.be'glh !
ly continue the collection.” A.. s}hg‘ht g@,:ga e
happened to the volume occasioned the coll
leave this interesting incident on record. 'X?
well ruled, a place of greater security was s
than the owner’s warehouses :-a fictitious sale w
to the University of Oxford, who would bq
struggle lor their preservation than a private indis

if the Protector discovered and claimed these distrag N
documents of the history of his'own times. Mr. T y
son lived to complete his design; he witne FH
restoration, and died in 1666, leaving his_img fqu:
collection, which was still lodged-at Oxford, and H‘I:“
he describes in his will ¢‘as not to be paralleled ” :

trust, to be sold for the benefit of his children. ]
affords an evidence.that he was a perso:
patriotic feelings, with a singalar turn of mi
left a stipend. of forty shillings for two sermonsi
annually preached, one of which was to comme
the destruction of the Armada.— B’ Israeli. g
Law or AbpverTisine.—A decision’, h:aji
been made in Eagland, which we doubt. not
strictly followed in a similar case in this country.
this is apparent the necessity that advertisers's
company their communications with exp]lc'lt"dg

The case'is as follows: - Wate

Court of Requests. ~OConnell vs. Stokes. i‘,:::;
an action (brought by the plaintiff,” a newspapey Land
prietor, ’against the defendant, who had ogc the st

advertise in his paper) to recover the amoun:
vertisement ‘'which had been’inserted forty

on the groufid that the advertisement'had been
ed for one insertion only. The manuscript ofd
produced, and appeared indefinite. = The case had
some time under the consideration of his Ho|
in_anxiety that strict justice should be done bet
proprietors of newspapers and. the publie, had tak
opinion of - two Judges on the subject; dnd’ ag

there!

them'in deciding that newspaper proprietors we NG
fied in continuing the insertion of advertiseme withi
ordered for any specific number of times, Recei

until
ordered to be withdrawn. , His honor said, it
sirable that.the public should be made acquai
this decision, in order that persons having occas
advertise may be aware of the necessity of stati
their orders the number of insértions they may'
If they neglect to do so, it was unreasonable
newspaper proprietors to attend to -that wh
clearly the advertiser’'s own business. A verdic
then entered for the plaintiff.

TAxiNG 11 cooLny.—A " Western! editor, 'descfil
the barsting of a cannon, by which several per
badly wounded, says: ¢ Our reporter, who had hi
blown off, was foréunately ou the spot, and has o
to us the full particulars of the catastrophe.”” '«

In some parts of India, it is common to allow a
hook to be drawn through the integuments of the
by means of which they are swung head round fo
considerable time, at a_great height from the. gl
This and other Iacerations of the flesh, common in
idolatrous observances, however, soon heal again, o v

to the habitual temperance of the people. Leta Lo 1
don brewer’s drayman, or a cooper in a Montreal who
sale Grocery and Liquor Store, however, get E:
very slight wound, and the most serious consequ
are likely to ensue. 1In the language of a celebr 1
Physician,  the lips of the wound show no areater dis
position to adhere, than if they were brickgats.’% F win
may add, that we have heard it stated as a well km :
fz‘wt, that an external injury which would cau
.I';enchman.no trouble whatever, is, generally speaking “Cq
in‘an Englishman a very troublesome, if not danserout “Ca
affair, and this is attribated chiefly to the quanfit’yi | o
malt llguors which the latter has been in the habit u&:
consuming, and which never fails: to leave the hum “Cy
in-a highly vitiated  state.~—Canada Temperance A ol
cate. ' £ g :Br
We have heard a complaint made against tee-total - “:g:]
which is not altogether groundless,?xémely: thal Ly
become so completely immersed. in business, as to | Fr:

little or no time left for temperance efforts ; and
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¢ ugh by telling their 0
¥ might probably reclaim others.=
Tue Cutnese Navan Force.—The Chinese
scarcely deserves so important an_epithet. T :
junks or ¢ soldiers’ ships” are about. two hundre
burden, with two masts and as many sails, w
hoisted and lowered in  a series of tiers or folds:
form is rather more compact than that of ‘the ot
junks, but still very awkward ‘and unwieldy.
deal of timber, with very little firmness in. const
or principle in workmanshi ;

E

rather to keep
But as the ribs

and timbers are huno in g 1
to these beams, K e

if a heavy shot should happen g
one of them, the soungness of the eEF':'e i
would be endangered. The _bulwarks or p?vll'aﬂ
high towards the end of the vessel; and are cut av
the waist ‘or middle where the guns are range
guns are few in number and inconsiderable in i
largest not more than a twelye-pounder.
mounted upon wooden carriages, and are incap
elevation or_depression.—In the short action at.
enpee, ‘most of the shots ranged among the s
rigging of the Hyacinth .and V and o
did very little damage.  As Cljpa s> populous, 't
Junks usually carry a great manj, men, who, from
turz_tl faclllpy, can be stowed in ',;}efy éiose compass; ©
;?;ér seamanship has but little s = the masts
g are very simple. For tla:s yeason the desigh
employing foreign'vegsels was d&?‘;ﬁ?zs im‘%ffh
of native sailors they would only ,lhp,'e-BeM; ag s0.
enclosur_es where several hllndre?'di-huinm being
shut up in readiness to be sent tg the bottom af't
cre tionl of the etiemy.~~h Lainkse ‘
~ Lirp Lavrs.—The use of Jarg ng 1058
as a substitute for oil, is béco'mir : ﬁlﬁm )
region. Itisa great saving of e . we,pret®
the lard lamps. to any
rican paper, i
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