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THE FRIGHTFUL THING

qne headstrong in the end will
il ]'Ir‘. ing things the hardest

e —O0ld Mother Nature.
n'iky the ao_\: is canny and

.. :n the way of his neighbors.
5..s Mink is just as canny. Both
pave  acquired wisdom through
experience, the best teacher in
2 the Great World.

Riacky had just seen Billy Mink
i ve one of his children away
from a little piece of meat that
wemed to be lying on the snow
v tne edge of open water in a

::-m'l breok that for most of its
; o
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length was frozen over. Only
here and there were there stretch-

es where the water ran too
swiftly to freeze. Blacky knew
that a little farther down that

brook was another little piece of
meat at the edge of the walter.
| He had discovered those pieces of
moeat very early that morning
when he started out to look for
his breakfast. He had been tempt-
ed to pick them up for his break-
fast, tempted as seldom before.
You see, he was almost starving.
But he had been supicious be-
cause he had seen a Man stopping
at each of these places where the
meat was. He had finally found
a breakfast over at the Big River
and had returned to see if any
one clse had taken that meat. He
was just in time to see a young
Mink reach for a piece and Billy
Mink drive him away.

wrong with that little piece of
hidden there, and that explained
cverything.

“I almost picked that meat up
mysell,” said Blacky.

“It you had, I would have had
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.Billy had told Blacky what was|

meat. He said there was a trap|

Crow for dinner,” said Billy Mink
with an unpleasant sort of grin.

“What do you mean?” demand-
ed Blacky. .

“You would have been caught
in a pair of jaws you couldn't get
away from. Then I would have
come along.” Billy grinned again.

“Caw, caw, caw! Enough said,”
cried Blacky. “I hope that young
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g Contract Bridge

By Josephine Culbertson
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CONCERNING CROSS-RUFFS

Cross-ruff hands are popularly

son of yours has learned a|Supposed to be “the novice’s de=~
lesson.” | light,” and yet the fact is that

“I hope so, too” replied Billy | correct cross-rufiing often re-
“put 1 doubt it. He is headstrong, | quires meticulous planning and
he always has been headstrong.|liming. South in the following

deal was far from being a novice,
but he went wrong.

He is one of those children who
think they know it all and really
know very little He will learn
only by expericnce.”

“Have you been down the brook
any farther today? " asked Blacky

South dealer,
North-South vulneraofe.'

@A10084

“No,” replied Billy. “Why?" WAJ63
“There probably is another trap | o4
at the next open water, anyway H752
there is another piece of meat like l 415 AQT63
this at the edge of it replied| @972 N 2
Blacky. ‘ eQJ26 |W E| w104
Billy Mink made no reply.l SKQ93 S ¢8532
Smoothly, without a splash, he| » 10 6
dived into the water and dis- | LA
appeared. He was swimming down | V}A‘&i?
the brook, swimming under Lhe! b4 ATS *7
ice. You know Billy Mink is a *
wonderful swimmer, and he can| The bidding: .
stay under water longer than you | South West North East
would think possible. 19 Pass 14 Pass
Blacky spread his wings andi 3¢ Pass 49 ‘Pasa
headed down the little brook fly-! Sde Pass 54 Pass
ing just above the treetops a-, 6 Pasy Pass Pass

| North, having bid spades ana
sight of the next stretch of open | jump-raised hearts, bid five dia-
water, the little piece of meat | monds to indicate a control. 1t
was still lying at the edge of il.!happcned to be second-round
Before Blacky could get there,|control, but that was sufficient.
the young Mink scrambled oub' Correct play “~would have tri-
on the snow. He saw the bit Otlumphed against any defense, but

long the banks. When he came in |
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JTMUST HAVE BEEN
FACTOR FRANK.. THATS
KIHY HEOFFERED ME
TEN “Mg FOR THE,

By Zazc Grey

OBVIOUSLY THE FACTOR INOK/S
THE SECRET, BUT WERE NOT
SURE HES THE KILLER P,

meat. He Jooked hastily this way
and that to see if any one was

it was to West's credit that he
found a lead which gave South a

| had to step in a certain place. He ! spade king, then launched a cross-

had been sifted over them and |his own hand, then ruffed a spade
snapped together on one of the|with the eight of trumps. West
| hind legs of the young Mink. He | promptly over-ruffed, and his

" soreamed with fright and pain and

! from overhead could see the wa-

| ter boil as down near the botlom | ¢y figuring by declarer would
the young Mink struggled fur-|phave revealed that a cross-ruft
jously to get away from Lhis| g2y would not ‘“reach” There

watching. He didn’t see Blacky.|
He moved straight toward lhutl
tempting bait To pick it up he |

chance to slip. This lead was the
deuce of trumps. Declarer captur-
ed Last's ten, cashed the blank

did. A frightful thing happened. i ruff. He cashed the top diamonds
A pair of steel jaws leaped up and ruffed a diamond, cashed the
and out of the light snow lhat|spade ace, discarding a club from

trump return dug South's grave &
little deeper!
After the trump opening, care-

plunged into the water. Blacky,

dreadful thing that was holding
and hurting him so.

was simply too much to do via
this method. A far more realistic

“Caw, ocaw, caw!” shrieked | jdes was to try for the establish-
Blacky. Caw, caw, caw!” ment of dummy's spade suil, and,
- - with the favorable spade break

The male stickleback in the| that existed, this plan woula
breeding season constructs a nest| have had notable success. All
about three inches wide frcm grass | South had to do, after cashing

and twigs.
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the spade king, was to enter dum-
my with a trump, cash the spade
ace and, when West's jack fell,
to draw West's last trump and
then continue with spades, dis-
carding it East played low. Even
it this spade lead lost to the
queen in West's hand, declarer
would have his 12 tricks.
LIVERPCOL, N. S, Jan. 27
(CP) — Donald Willard MacKay.
78, a former Conservative member
of the Nova Scotia Legislature,
cdied at his home here Saturday.

Napoleon and Uncle Elby

By Clifford McBride

GUESS WHAT, UNCLE ELBY: GUESS WHAT
I GOT TOoPAY! -

1 TRADEP THOSE TWO
NEW T-SHIRTS ANP
MY BASEBALL MITT
FOR HM ! BOY, HE'S
A BEAUT/

Yes

EVEN IF YOU IS
SNEAKIN'N LATE,

IS AMITE LARGE ... MUST OF

HMMM .- JES' NOTICED THEY

BORRIED THE LOAN OF ‘EM

FROM MY COMPANION $0'9 1

COULD SNEAK IN
PEC

TO
BUY UP ALLTHE.
CONFEDERATE.
MONEY IN THESE.
HILLS 27-IT'S WORTH
MILLIONS TO ME.=
BUT THESE HILL-BILLIES
DON'T KN

SOMEBODY STUCK
ANOTHER KNIFE INTO
ME—ONLY -508/-THIS
ONE FELT MORE.

AT THAT INSTANT.” = N T ¢

EERIE ABODE OF THE CONJURE
—NIGHTMARE ALICE——

STICK ALL TH'PINS YO' WANT
INTO IT,SCARY LOU-JEST DON'T
BOTHER YOUR AUNT NIGHTMARE
(="HM~CAN'T REMEMBER IF AH
HEXED THAT

[ 4 IT'S FUN STICKING
PINS INTO THIS DOLLY,
AUNT NIGHTMARE #7=

AN UNSIGNED NOTE, HONEY...
IT JUST SAYS: "COME

NO! T GAID 1 WAS
GOING TO TAKE A
VACATION, AND
I'M TAKING ONE!
LET'S FORGET
ALL ABOUT T
AND ENJOY THE
CONCERT! IT'S
ALREADY OUT
OF MY MIND/

T0 125

DOTTY DIPPLE

By Ruford

SeomEmCeE
HORACE ! T WISH You'D
COME AND FIX MY STEAM
IRON FOR ME [

TIPPY AND “CAP” STUBS

ALL RGHT, DOTTY-->
JUST AS SOON AS T .
FINISH WHAT TM

YOU'LL HAVE TO BE
PATIENT, DEAR -
NOU-CAN'T RUSH

“-AN' THEN MRS. TRIP.
SAW TH KNOB ON TH’
DOOR SLOWLY TURN:

BRINGING UP FATHER

- AN’ TH’ DOOR BEGIN TO
OPEN-{ SUDDENLY TH' PARROT

SCREAMED -- ALL
HANDS ON DECK!!;

By George McManus

N

W
LY

L0\

WELL-MR.REX BARNES

THE BANKER IS GONG || WONDERFUL ?
TO HIRE MY BROTHER

DANNY = ISNI'T THAT

Il unseLEABLE!

ONDERFLIL 77 I\
LN, C/:
A ?

o7 ~_ o 4

L= \ Q)

HELLO! yES -THIS

15 MR. JIGGS-WHAT ?
OH-YOU SHOULDN'T
HAVE DONE THAT #

IT 16

[,

MR BARNES CALLED LP
YOUR BROTHER DANNY-

WORK -YOUR BROTHER

1 5UPPOSE || # GAVE WM A

SIMPLY

FANTED - BUT HE CAME || OVERUOYED!
TO RIGHT AWAY/

<y

'1 THEN HIS M:E}

FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE,

MAC, WHY ARE YOU

CARRYING THAT
CARDBOARD ?

AGNES IS QUITE A RECORD

COLLECTOR TOO, ISN'T SHE 7,

DEFINITELY.

SHE. DOESN'T REALLY FEEL
THE MUSIC THOUGH. 1
CAN TELL BY HER FACE...

SHE HAS A LINDY HOP
EXPRESSION ON HER FACE
DURING A STRAUSS WALTZ.




