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The Canadian Army Is playing a m
role in the dally lives of all than ov%r befg:: '1'.:"’33.3'
lime. The trend of international affairs during the past
;en years ll:als made the maintenance of
[fi':;:::sﬁ \\1’ ‘: as the felding of an effective army during

In almost every community across the natio
A A aron now cam
he found a soldier of either the Regular Force or Militia,
In high schools and other institutions of learning from

coast to coast are s of th g i
Crorey boy! e Royal Canadian Army

As another move to bring the soldier and his com-
vgmmty into closer understanding, we are holding om
September 2Ist a national “Army Day". o

“Army Day” is what the name implies. It is d|
sel aj!df to ‘show the public our troops, our Uain;n;. olau?
est S and many of our traditional
ceremonies. While we must look to the future, T feel that
we should never forgct the great traditions and glory of
the past from which the modern army has arisen.

The Canadian Army has been called “one of the finest
of the world's small armies." This tribute is due primarily
0 13‘5 great record of achievement in the past. “Army
Day" gives us all an opportunity to review that record,

In the Atlantic Provinces the size of the Army and
the defence investment has risen steadily during the seven
vears 1 have been privileged to head Eastern Command.

At the present time the armed forces and thei# .em-
ployees contribute nearly one-third of the incomc"'r;

economy of the Maritimes. The payroll of the Canad!
Army and civilian employees in Eastern Command no
lotals more than $20 million annually

Many millions more are being spent on new construe-
tion for the Army each year throughout the Maritimes,
Development of the great Gagetown Camp and adjoining
lownsite of Oromocto in° New Brunswick involves an ex
penditure of nearly $100 million dollars.

As one of the major training areas for the Canadian
\rmy. BEastern Command e ac h summer becomes the
temporary base for thousands of soldiers of the Regular
Force

This annual contribution by the Army to the etonomy
of the Atlantic Provinces has a direct bearing upon almost
every business.

It is a most gratifying situation and 1 am pleased
that the defence investment in the East has grown to
such proportions in the seven years 1 have been General
Officer Commanding. The Maritimes have consistently
produced more  volunteer recruits on a per capita basis
for the Canadian Army than any other ‘comparable section
of Canada. This support of the Army is not dwindling.

In July and August of this year, recruiting in the
Maritimes again led the country and our own intake for
these two months was double that of the same period last
vear.

The Militia, too, has grown and developed

In the Militia component of the Army we have our
strongest link with community life and citizens in feneral.
Those of us in the Regular Force are able to establish
much closer ties with civilians and civilian organizations
thfough the Militia, and thereby, we hope, encourage their
support.

All this is in keeping with the spirit of “Army Day".
It is a day on which we would like to answer any ques-
tions from the public and to show as much as possible of
our activities.

T have asked all Army unils under my command, both
regular and militia, to make a special effort on ‘‘Army
Day" to stimulate interest in their activities uvgd‘ wherever
{easible fo open their doors to the public. Elsewhere in
this newspaper will be found a program of events that

.have been planned for you.

The Canadian soldier loday is provided with the finest
‘living conditions, pay and allowances and general ferms
of service of any in the world. 1t is filting that we should
make a determined effort to show and explain this to the
.general public whom we serve,

17 (PEI) RECONNAISSANCE

ml'ci:& an interesting "‘P.':Yd o:'uip‘:n':‘:'wfﬁ make you more familiar with the intricate equip-
modern weapons

your i

a strong defence -

" SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2lst
RIGHTON COMPOUND, CHARLOTTETOWN-2:30to6 p.m.

¥ REGIMENTAL BAND OF THE 17 (PEI) RECONN AISSANCE REGIMENT WILL BE IN ATTENDANC E THROUGHOUT THE DAY,
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Varied Program of Events to Mark
Observance of Army Day September 21st

CANADIAN ARMY MILITIA
RENDERS VALUABLE SERVICE
DURING PEACE OR WAR

Canada's citizen-soldier-the man who wears an Army
uniform two evenings a week while pursuing his normal
civilian career--is a conscientous person valuable to his
country in many ways.

This has been true since the first page of Canadian
history was written. The Canadian Army today traces iis
origin to the Canadian Militia, the story of which is as old
as that of our couniry

Tn early times, just as today, the maintenance of a
Jarge Canadian standing Army was oul of the question
The population of the country was limited and dispersed
over wide areas.

The only answer was fo garrison cerfain strong poinis
(as we do now under United Nations and North Atlantic
Treaty Organization) with regular forces and place the
real burden of defence upon Militia. Forerunners of our
reservists, militiamen went about their everyday pursuits
but in times of emergency they ceased being farmers,
merchants, professional men and became soldiers,

That this system worked well is evidenced by the out-
come of the War of 1812, Thus, a tradition was born in
the Canadian forces which lives today.

In time of national emergency or war the nation turns
to the Militia to provide the major part of any expedition-
ary force.

In disaster or civil emergency of any true gravily
troops of the Militia may be called upon for worthwhile
assislance,

To have a trained and well controlled organization of
citizen-soldiers reaching into virtually every community of
the country provides a strength that is immeasurable in
peace or war.

In 1939 the Canadian Army had less than 5,000 troops
in the permanent force. Yet by the end of the Second
World War more than 700,000 men had wors Army battle

! dress In the service of their epuntry. Theusands of these

: eame from the pre-war Militia.
JIN r R To #eld a force for service under United Nations ea
SOUND MILITIA TRAINING AT HOME the rugged battle felds of Korea in 1980. Canada ealled
upon her Militia for the bulk of troops required. Units such
a5 those now serving throughout Prince Edward Island

: . . contributed many men for active service across the Pacific
‘ N in the cause of peace.
This is as it should be.

No year passes throughout the nation that the Milite
is not oalled npon to render valuable service in ald of
eivil power and authorities. It is hardly ome year ago mow

' that troops of the North Nova Secotia Highlanders o
f ) Springhlll and Amherst worked unceasingly around the
elock for four days to aid in the herolc rescue of nearly 100
trapped coal miners. The “North Novas'' converted their
armoury in Springhill into an emergency hospital, a 1ife
saving necessity hard to replace in the small mining eom-
munity.

Fvent after event could be tabulated where citizen-
soldiers of the Militia have come forward day and night to
offer help in times of flood or fire, riot or rebellion, death
or destruction,

Perhaps more so that a present day eareer soldier,

® . whose everyday job is the defence of his country, the
i' — e citizen-soldier of the Militia s to be admired. He gives his
. v time and his talents to his country above and heyond his
essential pursuit of livelihood.

Here In Prince Edward Island units of No. 2 Militia
Group train two nights each week and stand ready to
offer assistance when called upon.

Fxperienced officers and NCOs of these Island Militia
units are constantly passing on to the young men who eome
forward as citizen-soldiers the training and skill that wil
make them strong in the defence of Canada in the crucial
years ahead. For it is from the young citizen-soldier of
today that the strength to guarantee the peace of tomorrow
must come.

There was a time in Canada when the soldier was
met with public apathy and regarded, if at all, with little
tolerance. There was a time when a gunner of artillery
was called a man “of evil reputation.”

This is no longer true. A soldier today, Militia or
Regular force, is a part of his community pursuinig a re
spected profession in the defence of his home, his country
and his way of life

Thus, on “Army Day,” the soldier in ballle dress xtandx
up (0 he =aluted. His joh is service in peace or war And
the citizen-soldier of the Militia is one of his country's

« « « READY FOR ACTION WHEN THE NEED ARISES best citizens.

You, your family and friends are cordially invited to see the following demonstrations and displays
by units of the 2 Militia Group, Eastern Army Com mand:

REGIMENT will 5 SIGNAL REGIMENT will provide displays te 5 MEDICAL COMPANY of the Royal Canadion
Army Medical Corps will carry out a realistic
demonstration of medical evacuation in the field,

ment used by the Army in communications work, Don't forget the date - - -

. In the event of bad weather, displays will be heid in Charlottetown Armoury. .

AY IS ARMY DAY AT CHARLOTTETOWN
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