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ACROSS  THE  ISLAND 
 

Big Canadian Match Is Here Next Week 
 

By NEIL A. MATHESON 
Provincial - Farm Editor 

 
     THE  CANADIAN Championship Plowing contest to be held next Wednesday at 
Brudenell Park is a must for just about everyone who has even the slightest interest in 
plowing competition. 
     This is a first-ever match for Prince Edward Island, and it may be many years before 
the Canadian title match returns to this, Canada’s smallest province. 
     The match would not have come here this year had it not been for the fact that 
Prince Edward Island has been observing the Centennial anniversary of the original 
conference.  And Alex McKinney, council president, and his fellow directors kindly 
consented to come here this year as a part of the overall Centennial program. 
     This year’s competitions have a special appeal to Islanders.  Last year for the first 
time in history, an Island man, Stanley Willis, Cornwall, won the Canadian 
championship, and he leaves the morning of September 17 for Vienna to represent 
Canada in the world match there.  With him will go Bill Hostrawser, Malton, Ontario, who 
finished second in the Canadian championship last year.  The Malton man will watch 
the 1964 Canadian match and leave next morning with Mr. Willis for the world match in 
Austria. 

 
Unique Father-Son Combination 

 
     It’s interesting to recall once again that in Stanley Willis and his son Carl, who is a 
research scientist with the Canada department of agriculture, this province has a unique 
combination. 
     They are the only father-son combination that have competed in world matches.  I 
have been told by Mr. McKinney, Stanley competed at Peebles, Ohio, in 1957 where he 
finished 11​th​.  Carl competed in the world match in 1959 in Northern Ireland and placed 
third.  
     This performance stamps Carl - he has a degree of doctor of philosophy in plant 
pathology - as one of the favorites in next Wednesday’s match at Brudenell, and he is 
so regarded by some of the top men in the plowing council.  
     IT  WOULD be really something if Carl should win the Canadian title this year.  That 
would make a father-son combination Canadian champions in successive years. 
     That must be regarded as a remote possibility, though.  It’s an interesting thought - 
but many outstanding plowmen are coming. 
     Entries have been received from British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia in addition to Prince Edward Island. 



     Incidentally, Edwin Mills, Bay Fortune, may very well provide some of the main 
opposition in this year’s championship competition.  Edwin placed seventh in the 
Canadian match last year and he should improve that position materially in this year’s 
match. 
     Edwin won the Kings County championship again yesterday and he’ll be one of the 
favorites in the provincial match at Dundas this afternoon.  Another man to watch is 
Barry Wilson, Cornwall who won three matches at Pownal Saturday, including the  
Queens County title.  And don’t forget Arthur Hudson, Cascumpec.  This man has taken 
the Prince County championship four times.  He might go all the way this afternoon. 
 

Local Committees Are Busy 
 

     THERE’S  A great deal of organizational work needed for such a match and local 
committees have been busy.  Ed Downe, Montague, told me late last week, for 
example, that a plow had arrived from Chilliwack, British Columbia, apparently the first 
piece of equipment of the scene.  Both of the British Columbia competitors this year 
give Chilliwack as their home address.  Their names are Jack Andrews, a 57-year-old 
farmer, and Thomas Gilbert Hickman, a 44-year-old dairy farmer.  Andrews operates a 
poultry farm with some 10,000 hens.  Both of them arrived yesterday. 
 

New Approach To Safety Problem 
 

     A  NEW approach in this province to the problem of highway traffic safety will be 
shaped here next Wednesday evening at a meeting called for the Basilica Recreation 
Center on Richmond Street at 8 o’clock, I have learned from Philip Barlow, recently 
named safety officer for the province. 
     The idea is to have representation from as many rural communities as possible.  The 
members of the council executive want to get the thinking of the people in the local 
districts on their safety problems, and their suggested solutions.  Nobody knows the 
problems so well as the people in the community who have to live with them, Mr. Barlow 
emphasizes. 
     When reports and suggestions have been received from all of the communities, they 
will be arranged in the form of briefs so that the concise information available can be 
passed on to the government for study and appropriate action. 
     THE  SAFETY council is interested in all types of safety, but the main interest now is 
in highway and traffic safety because of the tremendous slaughter that has developed 
on the highways in the past year or two. 
     Mr. Barlow and those closely associated with him on the council realize that there is 
much more to the problem of highway deaths and property damage than the local 
physical hazards with which the present drive is concerned.  But this is one phase of the 
problem they believe can be tackled effectively, and that’s the idea they have in mind at 
the present time. 
 
  
 



  


