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THE MEANING OF
THE WORD “MASTER”

Sermon by the Rev. Wm. Dobson, Pastor of
the}f. First Methodist Church, Charlottetown.

;I?l"\o Na.me is Claimed 'ft')'l-“gﬂ’uf'e;t:xche'r—ﬂut ia Owur

Lord's Case Means

Absolute

Authority—the _

“Authority aund Feaehing of Jesus Christ Superior

o

to All Else.

(Reported by The Guardian Stenograph

Text:—Ye call me Master and Lord, and
yesay well, for soI am. St. John XIII,
13,

I want to say several things to-night,
that you know just as much about as I do.
I'want to say them, not 'so much for
instruction, as for emphasis, The text
takes us into an upper room in Jerusalem,
with the Master and His disciples. The
time is just before His last passover, and
Calvary with all its horrors is throwing
its dread shadow over Him, Whatever
mayyhave been true of Jesus of “Nazareth
previously to His baptism, He js certainly
couspions now of His full mission, He
knows that He came out from God and- is
_abo! toreturn to God. It was in the
lighof this consciousness that He ut-
tered the text, ““Ye call me {Master and
Lord, and ye say well, for so I am.”

In the first place then, let us be quite
sure just what our Lord meant when He
uttered these words, That His disciples

“uved.thennina titulan, sense -as we use
Sir'and Honorable when we say, “Sir So-
and-80," or, “The Honorable John Brown,"
I'have no doubt; but they were not so
used by Jesus. He put into them all the

meaning that they would bear. To un-

derstand’ His meaning of the word
Master, we shall have to eliminate from
the word as we use it, the element of
authority. When we speak of the Muster
of the Rolls or the Master of a School, we
think as well of *he authority as of the
teaching. . Master, in 'the téxt, trans-
lates the Greek word didaskalos, and
means simply “one who teaches”. When
Nicodemus came to Jesus, he said,
“Rabbi we know that thou art'a teacheér
sent from God,” aud when our Lord sent
His disciples into the world, He told them
to “‘teach all things whatsoever I have
commanded you,” Injboth these cases we
have the same word as  the one in the
text translated Master. Ye call me
Teacher, and so I am. Soin the text we
have our Lord claiming the right “to tbe
the teacher of His disciples. Bat the
disciples were the nucleus of the future
church, and throngh them He claims ‘to
be the teacher of the church,

/ '

But again; we wano to ask ourse e hy
whao right Christ, mu?{cs this claim,, ‘We
have this stated in thé fourth verse of the
chapter in which dur text is. ‘‘Jesus
knowing that the I'abher - had given | all
things into His hands, and that He onme
out from God and went to Gpd.!
Here we have Him claiming to have come
from the very centre of all knowledge,
not only knowing Himself, but all things
that are, So His teaching about, the
Father, and the Father's relation o us,
isnot a matter of inference but direct
knowledge; and though it may lic beyond
the power of our comprehension, it does
not lie beyond His. What is true about,
His teaching in this regard, must be true
of it all, 1t is said of Himon one oceasion,
that ““He needed not that any man should
tell Him of men, for He knew what was
inman,” This is much more than we can
say even of ourselves. No man knows
the depth of the nature he is carrying
abaut with i, cvéry day. Non:,‘g(gles
in peculiar circumstances, we see powers
springing up out  of the depth of our
being into consciousness, that we never
supposed ourselves to possess, This
why it is that new circumstances may
produce a wholly new character, Many
men have been merciful, and kind, and
true, while in poverty, who have become
proud, scornful, and cruel, when they

is

became rich, The wealth of our sub-
consciousness no ordinary man knows; it
is continually giving us surprises, But
no man has ever surprised Christ; He
knows the deepest depths of human
nature, its wants and its possibilities, He
knows the effects of sin upon every part
of our being, both in time and eternity.
He knows the relations we shonld sustain
to God-the Father, to the universe, to our
fellow-man, and to all our surroundings,
On none of these points need we doubt
His knowledge, If He were what He
claimed to be, mistake or falsehood is
sfmply out of the question. On all these
things, He not only taught us the trith,
but, declared Himself to be the truth, and
lived it in goncrete, form, “Lam the way,

the Trath and the Life; no man cometh

unto the Father but by Me,”  That is, by
following the Christ by living the truth
He taught, we can see God and have
fellowship with Him. “Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God.”
So much then, for Our Lord as a Teacher;
but He claimed in the text to be more
than » Teacher. Ye call me Teacher and
Lord, and so I am,

I'suppose the word Lord al ways carries
with it the idea of authority, The Rus-
siun when addressing his Sovereign
would call him Lord, andin such a case
the word would be the name for ab-
solute authority. It was used nearly
in this sense in the feudal days ofEngland,
and so we had Lord Percy, Lord Douglas,
and a thousand other Lords; and in some
shadowy sense this meaning attaches to
it still. But in the case of Christ, the
word is freighted with tremendous mean-
ing_, with more authority than was ever
claimed by an earthly sovercign, . Ou the
day op which He gave 'the great c¢om-
mission to His riisciplcs He said to  them,
**All authority is given unto Me in heaven
fand in carth,” This is aughority ' without
limitation, absolute ' right’ to comuyiind
[ Paul who understood Chyist's relations 'to
the universe better perhaps thah auy
man who has lived, represents - Him as
[ “sitting on the right hanil of God in
heavenly places, far above all principal-
ity and-power, and might and dominion,
and every name that is named, riot only
in this world but also in that which is to
come; and hath put all things under His
feet, and gave Him to be the head over all
things to- the church, which is
His  body." Ye call me Tord,
Lord and ye say well, for so [ am. So we
see His teaching res s not only upon ab-
solute knowledge, but upon absolute
authority, It is His to point  'the
way to His disciples,’ ar.d to command
obedience thercin, \

The next thing T want us to study is
about'the certainty of Christ's teaching.
The question has arisen perhaps in your
own minds and may arise ngl\i:;. “Can
we be ertain that we _have the teaching
of Christ as our guide?” There are so
many things to be explained, and so
many difliculties to be overcome, - that
many of us are not able to see how the
New Testament can be the teaching  of
Jesus Christ.  We think He talked to His
disciples in the language of His own day.
in Palestine, and His teaching was trans-
lated into Greek by His disciples, and out
of Greek into other tongues, and then in-
to English, and ‘we all know the dimi.
culty there is in conveying exact thoughy,
from one language to another. And so
we bécome sceptical amid the ‘multivude
of circumstances, as to whether we have
the exact thought expressed by the Chxist
and repeated and developed by, His
apostles. That the difficultios nre great,
it is useless to deny, and few of us are
able to overcome themn for ourselves; but
they have been overcome by the scholar-
ship of the church, and so completely
overcome that if we can be certain of any-
thing, weare certain that we have in the
New Testament, the thought of Chirist on
all these great subjects to which wo have

referred—the Fatherhood of Goduand Hig
relution to the world: Sin and its effects

upon the human soul in time and inl
eternity; Man's relation to God, to his
fellow man and to the world at large. on
all these things we know what Christ
has taught. But there is another difli-
culty which we have to face. In alf
teaching (and this is very true of the
teaching of Christ) there is the letter and
there is the Spirit of the teaching; and it
we should adhere strictly to the letter,
‘the teaching might at times scem harsh
and even cruel, In such circumstances if
is our duty to catch the great gulf stream
vrend of the teaching, when it will be
found that these apparent difficulties will
be removed, and everything fall into per-
fect harmony. He, who will thus treat
the New Testament, will not discover-any-
thing to which the most cultured intellect
need object, but will see in those teach-
ings the eternal harmonies 0£ th uui-
verse,

Thus far I have been saying nothing to
which we are not all. agreed, nothing that
you do not knbw justius well as [ do, but,
I have heen rccn.l\lng them for a purpose,
and ‘the, purpose mfay be' stated thus.
(How fux‘,ougu:t}\'p toppermit the teaching
(and.authority of Jesus; Christ to be con-
divioned by our acgidental surroundings,
or in other wordsf'héw-far has expediency
a legitimate plyce in g Chistian’s life?  Or
again: Should| our kri?tl(mlty be' con-
(htit_)Augd by eircur Y or should ci:
cuwstances.be l:on(liﬁq q’i by our Chris-
thanity? ~“These ard” all'tydestions that are
facing the churgh atfthe present day.
Tonight I ami not going to try to answer
thew, but they are questions that must be
answered sooner or later Y sotmeone who
,in able to do it. .Jam surg the church can

not lgig continug living #he,dduble life

which she is living to-day,  without
sufferidg in hep/| power,: her experience
ahd fier uderaIness. .We. have felt chis
’«lillluulb,v so.keenly, il has been pressed
{upon us with such terrible reality than
many of us have been driven to the

expedient of formulating for ourselves a

dual creed—one for the Christian, which is

to be believed and acted uponin our Church
whelations, the ather..to, be, helieved and
acted upon in our relations as citizons.
They tell a story of a Lord of the realm
who  happened to he a Bishop of the
church, who becoming angry on a certain
occasion, ., swore . violently at his
servant, The servant rebuked him by
oalling his attention to the fact, that his
language and conduct were out ofkeeping
with thecharacter . of a Bishop of the
church., The Bishop replied that he did
not swear as a Bishop, he only swore asa
Lord.The servant then asked the pertinent
yuestion, ““When the Lord goes to the
Devil, where will the Bishop be ' So in
our day this question may be asked of
many Christinns, “When the ecitizen
goes to the Devil, where will the
meémber of the church be?” ‘Whatever
may be the basis of our present
civilization, certain it is that much of it
isout of harmony with the teachings
of. Jesus Christ. I should
like to say that our civilization f{s
based wholly upon selfishness, for 1 do
ot think such a statement would be
correct. Not do I think that any institn-
[bion, resting upon such a foundation,
could endure for any length of time, But,

b

not {

that it is permeated through and through
with selfishness is a fact beyond a doubt.
Jesus has said that we should do unto
jothers as we would that others should do
unto us, but certainly commerce does not
rest upon this axiom, We never profess in'
, business matters to take the other man’s
I welfare into account so much as we do
ourown. So far as licth in us, we take
advantage of the ignorance of the other,
in order to grow weslthy at his expense.
Hence if our neighbor do not know the
value of an article, and through his
ignorance of its value we can obtain it at
half price, we look upon ourselves as
doing a clever transaction; and if
reproached with heing un-Christian, we
rvise-up-in all our dignity and say *‘Busi-
ness is business.” We make corners on
wheat and oil, and monoplies on every-
tl)ip;:‘x):c_clglx_ control, and when met
by the teachings of the Christ
we answer "Oh you know business,”

church as it is in the® state. Here the
Christ can be our lord and Teacher in
both cases; here the Christian can bow to
Christ's precepts without feeling any
difficulty; ~ but where the precepts  of
Christ and - ' civilization are wanifestly
opposed, how far is.a man justified. in
aceepting the commands of the state as
superior to the commands of the Christ ?
Perhaps we could study % the principle
better by taking o concrete case, A
young man who was a citizen, a member
of the church, a member of society, in
his study of Christ.and His teaching,
come to what, for him, was an honest
conviction, that in some respects the
church was wrong, the state opposed to
Christ's teachings, und ;thut society was
out of harmony with the sume teachings,
From theftime that that conviction seized
him, he determined to bring his whole
being into harmony with Chuist. He
accepted Him as his Lord and Teacher.

8" business! Weé institute clubs,
gamble, " “and' ‘sometimes  drink to
cand  when met by

nt,  “Whether we eat

or drink or whatsoever we do, do all to
the glorg of Goil." our reply genetaily is,
“Well V’\bh know we must have some
recreabion.” The teaching of Christ is
“‘Bg kindly affectioned to one angther, in
hohon:s preferring ‘one anotherfbut so
far from preferring pne another infhonurs.
in otder to obtain positions in Govern-
mentor in the Emnpire, we deceive, we
bribe, we slander | our opponent, and
apologize for it by saying, * It is political
lite.” In the church we are truthful,
honest, humane; on the battle-field we
deceive like Satan and cover the vileness
by calling it strategy, we burn villages,
make widows and orphans, and apolo-
gize for it by saying “We are doing it at
the command of the State.,” Tam sure if
one. of Shakespearc's characters found
something rottenlin the state of Denmark,
there must be something putrid in our
Christianity heve. *Ye call me Teacher
and Lord, and ye say well for so I am,"
Surely Christ never commanded these
things, and there js no sane mian. but
nows (hat from one end of Christ's

teaching to the other He opposed them
with all Hisauthority, “Why call ye me
Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I command  you.,” Now let us
make all allowance . for the different
;oplmons held by individuals who have
made an honest study of the teachings
of.Christ. Then the question that re-
quires emphasis is “How far ought these
opinions to be carried out into the world's
activities,” or, “At what point  should
they be conditioned by oursurroundings?”"
That man is a citizen goes without saying,
but is his citizenship to lead him into
activities contrary to what he believes the
Christ has taught, so that fnstead of
defending his action by the teaching of
Christ he is compelled to defend it by
expediency or a eivilization. much of
which he krows to be opposed to the
teaching - of Christ? - That mueh of
our civilization is in harmony with Christ
goes without saying, On this point there
is no dicussion. Where the two
are parallel therp,  arise no
conflicts  bet ween the two and

This became publicly known. He was
summoned to a council at Worms, where
the state, the church and sociely were in
many respects opposed to him, He took
his position and expresses it in these
words: “Hier stehe Ich, Ich kann nicht
anders, Gott hilf mich,” Here I stand,
I can not otherwise, God help me. Now
was  TLuther justified in taking the
authority and teaching of Christ, and
throwing them against the church, the
state, and social statics, at the risk of his
own life, as well as charucter and repu-
tation? If he were, why? The answer to
this is obvious,The authority and teaching
of Jesus Christ are superior to every en-
vironmentwhich is opposed to them,and if
Luther be justified in his conduct here, if
the course of Knox in Scotland cun
be justified, and if the course of Moses in
Egypt, in forsaking the Egyptian Court
and becoming u shepherd in the land of
Media, rather than disobey the teachings
of his father's God, if these I say can be
Justified, then I for one see no possi-
bility of the Christian hiding himself
under the commaads of the state or any
of its activities, when any of these are
contrary to the teach
There can beno two systems of ethics,The
echics of the simple Christian are the
ethics of the statesman, of the merchant,
of society, of the soldier; and to be a
Christian is to follow Christ through evil
as well as good report, ‘“‘Here I stand, T
cun not otherwise, God help me," ‘“Ye
call me Teacher and Lord, and ye sny
well, for so I am." ;

———————

MINARD'S LiNiseNT Co., Limrren,

Have nsed MINARD'S LINIMENT for
Croup; found nothing equal to 1t, sure
cure,

CHAS, E. SHARP,
Hawkshaw, N, B,, Sept. 1st 1905,

the Christian life can be the same in the
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